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ii. Obfervations on the Bills of Mortality at 
York. By William White, M. D. F. A. S. 

From a table of births and burials in York, 
from the year 1728 to 1735, inclufive, pub- 
lifhed by Mr. Drake in his Antiquities of York, 
it appears that during that period the proportion 
of deaths was 1 in 21^. “ Very different from 

41 this—fays the author of the paper before us— 
“ is our prefent fituation, the proportion of 
“ deaths being now decreafcd to 1 in 28^, 
tc which is the quotient of 12,800, the number 
“ of inhabitants, divided by 453, the prefent 
“ average of annual deaths. This is certainly 
“ a great rife in the fcale of healthinefs. From 
“ being near as fatal as London, we have become 
“ lei’s fo than many country places, as will ap- 
“ pear from the following comparative view of 
“ the proportion of deaths in different places : 

“ At Vienna, - 1 in 191. dies every year. 

London, - 1 in 20- 

Edinburgh, - 1 in 201. 

Berlin, * - 1 in 21 

Rome, - - 1 in 22 

' Amfterdam, - 1 in 22 
Dublin, - - 1 in 22 
Leeds, - - 1 in 22 

Northampton, 1 in 16 
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« At Shrewfbury, - i in 26 dies every year, 
Liverpool, - 1 in 27-5%- 

Manchefter, - 1 in 28 
York, - - 1 in 28^” 

It appears from Dr. White’s obfervations, 
that the fummer feafon is by m.uch the healthieft: 
at York; autumn the next; then the fpring; 
winter being by far the moft fatal. Dr. Percival 
found much the fame to be the cafe at Man- 
chefter. At Chefter, Dr. Haygarth fays, No¬ 
vember was the mod fickly month. 

The difeafes at York, we are told, are chiefly 
of the inflammatory kind, which are known to 
be the general attendants of the winter and fpring 
months. - 

Among the general caufes of the increaflng 
population and healthinefs of York, Dr. White 
enumerates the introduction of inoculation, im¬ 
provements in the treatment of ieveral diforders, 
the cool regimen in fevers, the admiflion of frefh 
air, and the general ufe of antifeptic medicines 
and diet. To thefe, he thinks, may be added 
a general improvement and greater attention to 
Nature in the management of infants. 

After the general caufes of healthinefs, fuch 
as are particular, or of a more local nature, 
.come under our author’s conflderation. In this 

A 2 refpeft. 
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refpeCt, it feems, the city of York has been much 

f. 

improved within a few years part:. The ftreets 
have been widened in many places, by taking 
down a number of old houfes, built in fuch a 
manner as almoft to meet in the upper ftories, 
by which the fun and air were almoft excluded 
in the ftreets and inferior apartments. They 
have alfo been new paved, additional drains 
made, and, by the prefent method of conducing 
the rain from the houfes, are become much drier 
and cleaner than formerly. The ereftion of the 
locks, about four miles below the city, has been 
a great advantage to it: for, before this, the 
river was frequently very low, leaving quantities 
of dirt in the very heart of the city, alfo the 
filth of the common fewers,. which it was unable 
to wafti away. The lock has effectually pre¬ 
vented this for the future, by the river being 
kept always high, broad, and fpacious; and 
has thus contributed to the falubrity as well as 
beauty of York, 

in. Account of a Monjlrcus Birth. In a letter 
from John Torlefe, Efq. Chief of Anjingo, to the 
Hon. William Hornbey, Governor of Bombay. 
Communicated by Dr. Lind, F. R. S.—A Nair 
woman was delivered at Anjingo of the child 
here described, on the 28th of March 1780, 

and 
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and it lived, we are told, till the ifi: of April 
in the morning. In the afternoon Mr. Torlefe 
went to fee it. His account of it is as follows: 
M It had but one body, at the extremity whereof 
“ were two heads, one larger 'than the other. 
“ It had four hands and arms perfed, two legs 
“ on one fide, its body, and one on the other, 
“ which began on the middle of its back, and 
“ appeared by Nature intended for two by its 

fize, and from the appearance of the foot, 
“ which looked as if two had been fqueezed 
“ or rather mafhed together. It had only one 
. “ navel, and one anus, but two genitals of the 
“ female. It was fed, during its Ihort exiftence, 
“ by hand, with goats milk. It is remarkable, 
“ that one head would deep whilft the other 
“ was awake ; or one would cry, and the other 
il not. They both died at the fame inftanr. 
“ Almoft all this town went to fee it, the like 
“ having never been heard of before. The 
“ mother is a (lout woman; and I law four of 
“ her children at her houfe, the youngeft of 
“ which was fix years old, all healthy and per* 
“ fed.” Two engravings are given of this 
monfter. 

iv. Continuation of the Experiments and Obfer- 
vations on the fpecifc Gravities and attractive 

Powers 



Powers of various Saline Subjlances *. By Richard 
Kirvvan, Efq. F. R. S.—-In this paper the 
learned and indefatigable author proceeds to 
examine the quantity of pure acids taken up at 
the point of faturation by the various fubftances 
they unite with. His experiments are arranged 
under the following heads ; viz. of the mineral 
alkali ;—volatile alkali; — calcareous earth ;— 
magnefia, or muriatic earth ;—earth of alum, or 
argillaceous earth; — phlogifton;— quantity of 
phlogifton in nitrous air, fixed air, vitriolic air, 
fulphur, and marine acid air. 

In treating of phlogitton, the ingenious author 
begins with explaining the origin and formation 
of inflammable air; after which he proceeds ta 
fliew its identity and homogeneity with phlo¬ 
gifton. By phlogifton is generally underftood 
that principle in combuftible bodies on which 
their inflammability principally depends; that 
principle to which metals owe their malleability 
and fplendor; that which, combined with vitrio¬ 
lic acid, forms fulphur; that which diminilhes 
refpirable air. Inflammable air, according to 
Mr. Kirwan, is that very principle which alone 
is truly inflammable. He prefents us with a 

* See the 2d vol. of this Journal, p. 191, 
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great number of obfervations and experiments 
from himfelf and others, but particularly from 
Dr. Prieftley, in fupport of this dodrine. From 
thefe he thinks it fufficiently proved “ that in- 
“ flammable air, purified from the acids of 
“ other fubftances that expel it from its bafis, 
“ and alfo from all particles of the body to 
“ which it was originally united, fuch as in- 
“ flammable air from metals received on mer- 
“ cury, and well wafhed in lime water, is one 
“ and the fame fubftance with phlogifton, dif- 
“ fering only in quantity of fire, inflammable 
“ air containing nearly the fame quantity of this 
“ element as the fame bulk of atmofpheric air, 
“ as Dr. Crawford has found by fome late ex- 
“ periments, an account of which will foon be 
“ laid before the public.’* 

It may appear extraordinary, fuppofing inflam¬ 
mable air and phlogifton to be the fame fubftance, 
that inflammable air Ihould mix fo eafily with 
water, whereas phlogifton conftantly repels and 
is repelled by it j but this, we are told, depends 
on the ftate of this fame fubftance, which when 
fixed and concrete, is called phlogifton , and when 
rarefied and aeriform, inflammable air . In this 
latter ftate, Mr. Kirwan obferves, it mixes with 
water in proportion to its rarefadion. 

The 
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The other papers contained in this volume are, 
Relazione di una nuova Pioggia , fcritta dal Conte 
de Gioeni, abitante della 3 a reggione deW Etna. 
i. e. Account of a new kind of Rain. Written by 
the Count de Gioeni, an inhabitant of the 3d region 

of Mount Etna. - Experiments with Chinefe Hemp- 

feed. By Keane Fitzgerald, Efi - An Account 

of feme Scoria from Iron works , which refemble the 
•vitrified filaments deferibed by Sir William Hamil¬ 
ton. By Samuel More, Efq - An AbfiraCl of 

the Regifier of the Parijh of Holy Crofs, Salop, 
from 1770 to 1780. By the Rev. William 

Gorfuch, Vicar. - An Experiment propofed for 

determining , by the aberration of the fixed ftars, 
whether the rays of light , in pervading different 
media , change their velocity according to the law 
which refults from Sir Ifaac Newton’j ideas con¬ 
cerning the caufe of refraction ; and for afeertain- 
ing their velocity in every medium whofe refractive 

denfity is known. By Patrick Wilfon, M. A.- 

Quantity of Rain which fell at Barrowby near 

Leeds. By George Lloyd, Efq. F. R. S_ 

An Account of an improved Thermometer. By 

Mr. James Six.- Of the Parallax of the Fixed 

Stars. By Mr. Herfchel, F. R. S. —Catalogue 
of Double Stars. By the fame. —Defcripticn of 
a Lamp Micrometer. By the fame. —A Paper 


to 
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to obviate fome doubts concerning the great magnifying 
powers ufed. By the fame.— Del modo di render 
fenfibiliffxma la piil debole Elettricitd fia npturale , 
Jia artificiale. i. e. Of the method of rendering very 
fenfible the wedksjl natural or artificial electricity. 
By Mr. Alexander Volta, Profejfor of Experi¬ 
mental Philofophy in Como. - Abftraft of a Regifter 

of the Barometer , Thermometer, and Rain , at Lyn¬ 
don in Rutland , 1780. By Thomas Barker, Efq . 
—rMeteorological Journal kept at the houfe of the 
Royal Society. This is brought down no lower 
than the month of Auguft; and we are forry to 
learn that the Society, for want of proper con¬ 
venience in their new apartments in Somerfet 
Place, have been obliged to difeontinue their 
meteorological obfervations. 


II. A Treatife on Experience in Phyfic. 8vo. 

Wilkie, London , 1782. 2 vols. 12 s. 

HIS excellent performance was originally 
- 1 . publilhed in German by Dr. Zimmermann, 
whofe merit is already well known in this coun¬ 
try, by a treatife on the Dyfentery, (for a tranfla- 
tion of which the public are indebted to Dr. 
Hopfon) and an effay on National Pride. The 
Vol. IV. N® 1 . B prefent 
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prefent work is profeffedly written with a view 
to afcertain and illuftrate a certain chain of prin¬ 
ciples, the knowledge and application of which 
conflitute what the author calls Experience. 

The work is divided into five books, each of 
which is fubdivided into chapters. The author 
begins with pointing out the different ways in 
which we acquire knowledge. He obferves, 
with Mr. Locke, that we do this by means of 
the fenfes, and by the refledtions that arife in 
the mind, in ccnfequence of impreffions made 
on it by objedts that have affedted the fenfes. 
This is the fource of our fimple ideas, and it is 
the bufinefs of the mind to compare, arrange, 
and connedt together thele fimple ideas, to find 
out the affinity they have to each other, and to 
form from them complex ideas. From thefe 
&re to be deduced certain principles from which 
conclnfions are to be drawn. Thefe conclufions 
either flow naturally from fimple and certain 
principles, or are the confequences of many 
compound principles, both certain and uncer¬ 
tain ; and in this cafe, the united faculties of 
the mind may be faid to adt. 

The .Sciences, we are told, differ more from 
each other by the variety of their principles, 
than by the diverfity of their objedts. Some of 

their 



their principles are clear, fimple, and^ certain; 
and finding all the avenues to the mind ojten, 
eafily enter into it, and bring conviftion along 
with them. Others there are, which require to 
be more deeply examined, and which afford no 
light-to the underftanding, but by the favor of 
Experience. The knowledge that flows from 
clear, fimple, and certain principles, according 
to our author, forms a part of the Mathematics. 
That which is derived from compound principles, 
that are in part certain and in part uncertain, 
more efpecially comprehends moral philofophy, 
the art of government, the art of war, and the 
healing art. He is of opinion that Phyfic, 
above all other fciences, requires a very liberal, 
aftive, and penetrating genius, becaufe the phy- 
fician being often obliged to confine himfelf to 
fimple probabilities, will be unable to trace them 
to their higheft degree without an extreme fhare 
of penetration. 

As fimple ideas form the bafis of each par¬ 
ticular fciencc, fo this fund of fimple ideas. 
Dr. Zimmermann thinks, can never be too 
abundant. We owe much, he obferves, both 
to him who collects every thing at random, 
without carrying his views any farther ; and to 
him, who, being more intelligent, culls with 

B 2 tafte 



tafte only the choiceft objects that prefent them- 
fel^es to him. 

Our author next proceeds to treat of falfe 
experience. “ In general—fays he—experience 
“ is confidered as the fimple produce of the 
“ fenfes. The underftanding feems to come in 
« for fo fmall a fhare, that every thing that is 
“ intellectual in it, is regarded as having as 
“ much of materiality as the perceptions of the 
“ fenfes. This is what I call falfe experience , 
“ becaufe it is either founded on obfervations 
“ that are falfe in themfelves, or improperly 
“ reflected on, and of courfe infufficient; or 
“ that are erroneoudy deduced from principles 
“ that are in themfelves not well founded. 
“ Commonly too, the name of Experience is 
“ given to that knowledge which is acquired 
“ by the fimple reiterated intuition of the fame 
“ object. Suppofing this principle to be well 
“ founded, it is only neceflary to have travelled 
“ much, to acquire the greareft experience in a 
“ knowledge of the world. An aged officer 
“ will have all the Experience that is poffible 
“ in the art of war j and an old nurfe will be 
“ preferable to the mod: experienced phyfician. 
“ On the fame grounds, the phyfician who has 
“ feen the greateft number of patients will be 

“ the 
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u the rnoft inftrudted: and, indeed, the people 
“ always prefer fuch a one. The multitude* 
“ without concerning themfolves about the true 
“ character of Experience, readily give that 
“ confidence to the old woman and the old 
“ dodtor, which is due only to long and true 
“ Experience. They inquire not, whether he 
“ is a man of learning, and penetration, and 
“ genius *, if he has gray hairs, it is fufficient. 
“ Thefe inconfiderate decifions are derived 
“ wholly from the idea, which the lefs enlight- 
“ ened part of men form of old age. The^ 
fuppofe that an old man has thought nhore 
“ than a young one, becaufe he has foen more. 
“ It is on this account that we fo often foe old 
“ men inconfiderately reverenced, who are un- 
“ worthy of the leaft efteem j and that the moft 
“ ftriking and even brilliant adtions fometimes 
“ lofc all their value —He is a young man , they fay. 

“ There is only one prerogative which the 
“ young man of merit is unable to difpute with 
“ ignorance in gray hairs, and that is the num- 
ct ber of years: and yet, alas ! we foe the idea 
“ of Experience attached to this prerogative, 
“ piteous as it is; and the old man is always 
w enabled by it to keep the young one at a 
diftance, like an old and faplefs tree, which 

“ by 
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“ by its withered branches prevents the young 
c£ and promifing plant from rifing. 

“ This prejudice is the more injurious to the 
“ young man, becaufe when compared with the 
“ old one, he continues always to be young. 
il I have often feen people of weak minds, who 
“ constantly considered a young man of merit 
<£ as a young man, notwithstanding his ac- 
tc complilhments and capacity, merely becaufe 
tc they faw him come into the world. They 
kt always fpoke of him in the fame fevere and 
* impofing tone, even although he might be 
“ much fuperior to them in Station as well as 
<£ in talents. Methinks I hear the nurfe of a 
“ General covered with wounds, crying out, 
u Ay, I have often danced him in my arms. 

“ Age certainly affords us an opportunity of 
kt enlarging our underftanding, but every one is 
kt not difpofed to do this; nor is every capacity 
<k fufceptible of it. The old age of a phyfician 
‘ k who is refpedtable for his merit, is an honour- 
tc able old age. Glory follows all his Steps. 

The younger members of the profeSTion give 
“ him all their refpeft and efteem. They call 
“ him their father, their Mentor. He is their 
“ only guide in the obfcurity which frequently 
“ furrounds them. But ancient days, after a 

“ life 
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“ life of little eftimation, or rather, the old age 
“ of a weak brain, is ignominy. Truly, can 
“ feventy years of ftupidity ever render a man 
“ refpe&able ?—An old phyfician without merit, 
“ in my eyes, appears only as a man who is 
“ become once more a child. All his powers 
“ lie in his obftinacy. Thefe ftupid old men 
“ do not confider, that even at their birth they 
“ were feventy or eighty years old.” 

A few pages beyond this he obferves, that 
“ true genius will never be met with in a phy- 
“ fician who gives marks of duplicity, or mean- 
“ nefs of fpirit-, who is capable of pocketing 
“ affronts, and ready to laugh with the idle 
“ and the foolifh, or to facrifice to every, idol. 
“ Galen, who defervedly acquired fo great a 
“ reputation by the many eminent good qualities 
“ of his mind and difpofition, and who had 
“ colle&ed within himfclf all that men before 
“ his time had known of Nature, complains 
“ feelingly of many phyficians in his days who 
“ were not afhamed to attend in the morning 
“ at the toilet, and make their court to the 
“ ladies j and at night to be of the mod fump- 
“ tuous parties. In this manner, by modelling 
“ themfelves to every fafhion, they aimed at efta- 
“ blifhing a reputation. And this is the reafon, 

“ adds 
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adds this refpedtable man, why the line arts 
“ and philofophy are confidered as very ufelefs 
* e branches of a phyfician’s knowledge Ought 
“ we, then, to be.furprized that ignorant me- 
“ chanics ftiould quit their trades, for the fake 
“ of pra&ifing phyfic j or that perfons who have 
“ learned only the art of preparing medicines, 
t£ fliould have the boldnefs to confider themfelves 
“ as phyficians, and undertake the treatment of 
“ difeafes ? Pliny has very well obferved, that 
“ he who has impudence, may very eafily pafs 
“ for a phyfician. 

“ This way of thinking, which has been fo 
u long introduced, is the refult of the very grofs 
“ and improper idea that has been annexed to 
M Phyfic in all ages. I have heard it remarked 
“ in praife of a phyfician in great vogue, “ that 
“ he was as fupple as a valet-de-chambre .” Bur, 
*• can a phyfician, who thinks nobly of his art, 
“ and who knows what he owes to himfelf and'to 
“ his patients, ever be guilty of fuch meannefs ? 
lt It would furely be the way to excite contempt. 
* £ Phyfic can never make any progrefs, while 
“ they .who ought to contribute towards its 
££ perfe£lion, do nothing for it. This abufe is 
“ particularly common in England, where the 
££ mod celebrated phyficians facrifice their leifure 

££ moments 
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*• moments to the fine arts, philofophy, and the 
“ mathematics, rather than in compofing any 
“ works which may contribute to the progreis 
“ of phyfic. Lord Bacon fays, that the im- 
“ poftor frequently triumphs at the bed-fide of 
<c the fick, when true merit is affronted and 
“ difhonoured j the people having always con- 
“ fidered a quack or an old woman as the rivals 
“ of true phyficians. Hence it is, that every 
“ phyfician, who has not greatnefs of foul 

enough not to forget himfelf, feels no difficulty 
“ in faying with Solomon, “ If it is with me as 
“ with the madman , why fhould Iwifh to appear 
“ wifer than he is ?” Others, who have more 
“ delicacy, purfue another courfe, and aim at 
“ acquiring a reputation by following other 
“ fciences, mediocrity in Phyfic being found to 
“ lead a man as far in fame as the height of 
“ perfection does. Bacon has too well obferved, 
“ that the length of dileafes, the lweets of life, 
“ the illufive flattery of hope, and the reconir 
*• mendations of the patient’s friends, are fuffi- 
“ cient reafons for the vileft and moft ignorant 
** quacks being often preferred to the belt phy- 
“ ficians. An ignorant fellow always gives more 
“ hopes than a man of learning.” 

Vol. IV. Nf I; C Dr. 
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Dr. Zimmermann next contrails true with 
falfe Experience; and in the fecond book he < 
\reats of Erudition, and of its influence on 
experience. 

He obferves, that we every day fee people 
who have nothing but what is artificial, both in 
their converlation and way of thinking. Thefe 
people—fays he—who are fo conftantly quoting 
others, have only a falfe erudition. True eru¬ 
dition is evinced by the refinement of our genius, 
rather than by the number of our quotations. 

In combating the prejudices againfl erudition, 
Dr. Zimmermann obferves that the perfons who 
exclaim the moft againft erudition, are always 
the firft to make ufe of Greek and Latin and 
other hard words which they do not underlland j 
and that practitioners of this Itamp are not 
only averfe to reading thetpfelves, but confider 
reading as the tell of ignorance in others. 

Our author next points out the advantages 
of erudition. “ He who never reads—fays he— 

“ fees, in the world, only himfelf. As he has 
“ no idea of what has been thought by others, 

“ he confiders all his reflections as of the greateft 
a importance. It is, therefore, by erudition 
“ alone that fuch a one can enlarge the narrow 
“ circle in which his genius is confined. The 

“ too 
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« too great idea we entertain of the foil on 
“ which we tread, difappears, the moment we 
“ confider the totality of the globe.” 

In defcribing the chara&eriftics of medical 
learning. Dr. Zimmermann diftinguifhes what 
is called erudition from true learning. A man 
of erudition—he obferves—may at the fame 
time be a very great fimpleton; whereas a man 
of true learning muft neceflarily be a man of 
genius. Erudition, confidered by itfelf, is a 
mixture of good and bad things, often contra¬ 
dictory to each other, and badly digcfted, which 
burthen the memory at the expence of common 
fenfe. One of thefe lettered men, we are told, 
fancies himfelf of vaft importance to fociety, 
when he has retained the divifions and chapters 
of ancient and modern works, and can tell how 
many times a word is to be met with in them. 
It is only the man of true learning, our author 
obferves, who can diftinguilh the merit of every 
writer. Without that critical difcernment which 
belongs to genius alone, nothing can be perufed 
with advantage. Reading will only ferve to 
corrupt the judgment, and weaken the mind. 
We lhall believe many things, but at the fame 
time know but few. Medical writings, like all 
others, contain errors in the fame page with 

C 2 truth j 
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truth; and it is often amongft a dull afiemblage 
of words that we muft have the courage and the 
genius to fearch for an obfervation which feems 
to elude the moft penetrating eye. The greater 
number of writers fay but very little even in 
the moft tedious details, and we are obliged to 
read with great patience that we may from time 
to time glean fome interefting advice. It is not 
too extenfive a reading that renders a man learn¬ 
ed. Reading, in general, impairs ordinary minds. 
They foon become like a fieve, and retain 
nothing that is thrown into them. Without a 
genius formed for the fciences, reading fupplies 
us only with opinions, and we never fhall be 
able to analyfe any of them. He who fpeaks 
truth, will perhaps be him whom we fhall the 
leaft feel. Ten authorities will be more'to be 
feared than one, if we are unable to diftinguifh 
which of them is legitimately founded. There 
are fome perfons, we are told, who fall into a 
different error. Pleafed with the manner of one 
writer, they read only him, and they foon con¬ 
ceive, that all others fpeak truth, only in pro¬ 
portion as they agree with him. 

In the third book the learned author treats of 
the genius for obfervation, and its influence on 
experience; in the fourth, of the obfervation of 
$gns deduced from the leading phtenomena of 

the 
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the animal ceconomy ; and in the fifth and laft, 
of genius, and its progrefs towards experience. 
Under each of thefe heads we meet with a variety 
of excellent fentiments, which cannot fail to ren¬ 
der the work extremely ufeful to all who are 
engaged in the ftudy and prattice of Phyfic. 

A great number of interefting notes are added 
to different parts of the work by the Englifh 
editor. As a fpecimen of thefe notes, we have 
feledted the following. It is annexed to a paf- 
fage in which the author fpeaks of the effects of 
fuperflition on Phyfic. 

“ This obfervation is no where more appli- 
“ cable than to this country, where the people 
“ are every day dupes to medical impoftors of 
“ every kind. Every body has heard of the 
n urine doftor, Mayerfbach, who lately made 
“ fb much noife in London.—Impoftors of this 
“ fort, however, are not confined to England. 
“ At the village of Langnau, in Switzerland, 
“ there is a certain Michael Schuppach, whole 
“ celebrity, for many years paft, has been fo 
“ great, as to draw patients to him from almoft; 
“ every country of Europe. He confines him- 
“ felf wholly to the -infpefUon of the urine. 
“ During the fummer months, great numbers 
“ of people are every day going from Bafil, 

“ and 
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<e and Berne, to Langnau, Tome of'whom go 
“ to confult Schuppach, and others merely to 
“ fee this ruftic phyfician, who receives them 
“ in his night-cap, and waiftcoat without fleeves, 
“ for he never wears a coat. He keeps an 
“ excellent Table d’Hote, and is very moderate 
“ in his charges. Many of his patients are of 
“ the higheft rank. In the autumn of 1776, 
“ there were with him, two ambaffadors, and 
“ feveral other perfons of diftinflion. He has 
“ eredled a handfome building for their recep- 
“ tion, near his hut •, and likewife a laboratory, 
“ in which he prepares his medicines. A Ger- 
“ man phyfician has lately taken fome pains to 
“ detect the artifices of Schuppach, and has 
“ publilhed a little book on the fubjeft. The 
“ people, however, as is too commonly the 
“ cafe, have attributed this performance more 
“ to jealoufy than philanthrophy. There are 
“ different prints, both of Schuppach and his 
“ wife, to be met with, in all the Swifs and 
“ German print-lhops. 

“ The world has always abounded with ab- 
“ furdities of this kind. About the year 1698, 
“ an'illiterate peafant, named ChriftopherOzanne, 
“ became fo famous for his fkill in phyfic, that 
“ coaches went regularly three times a week 

from 
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“ from the Rue Contrefcarpe at Paris, filled 
“ with patients who went to confult Ozanne, * 

“ at Chaudray in Normandy, diftant forty 
“ leagues from Paris. The patients were all 
“ infcribed in a book as faft as they arrived, 

“ and were admitted by turns to an audience, 
te without any diftindion of rank, Ozanne 
“ received them in a little fmoaky hut, and his 
“ prefcriptions were, ufually, of fome fimples. 

“ He delivered his opinion in a very blunt 
“ manner, and admitted of no reply. This 
“ fingularity of behaviour was, at length, the 
“ means of his being negledcd. A young lady, 

« who had been married only three months, 

« went to confult him, and related all her com- 
« plaints. The hufband, who accompanied her, 

“ added every thing that he thought would 
« throw a light on the nature of his wife’s 
« diforder: when they had finifhed all they had 
« to fay; Madam, faid Ozanne, your complaints 
“ are the effeds of a lying-in. It was to no 
« purpofe that the young couple remonftrated 
“ againft the abfurdity of fuch a decifion.— 

« Ozanne (hewed them.to the door, and called 
' “ out for other patients. M. Default, who 
has given this ftory at length, in his Dijferta - 
“ tion fur la Goutte, fpeaks of it as a fad, to 

which 
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“ which poftcrity will, with difficulty, give 
M credit. But, alas! we fee fimilar marks of 
“ folly and fuperftition every day. 


III. Hijloire de VAcademie Roy ale des Sciences. 
Annie 1778. Avec les Memoires de Matlema- 
tique et de Phyfique , pour la meme annee , tires 
des. Regiflres de cette Academie. i. e. Ilijlory of 
the Royal Academy of Sciences for the year 
17 7 8 j with the Mathematical and Philofophical 
Memoirs for that year, taken from the Regiflers 
of the Academy. 410. Paris, 1781. 707 pages, 
with twelve copper-plates. 

T H E firfi: or hiftorical part of this volume 
contains the eulogies of Paul James Ma- 
louin and the celebrated Linnaeus, two members 
of the academy lately deceafed. 

Of M. Malouin, we are told, that he was 
born at Caen in Normandy in 1701. His fa¬ 
ther, who was a counfellor in that city, and 
defigned him for the bar, fent him at a proper 
age to purfue his ftudies at Paris, and in 1730, 
when he returned to Caen, was furprized to find, 
that inftead of being a graduate in civil law, 
his ion had taken a do&or’s degree in phyfic. 

After 



After fpending about three years at Caen, 
he returned to Paris, where his chemical abili¬ 
ties procured him the friendlhip of M. Geoffroi. 

M. de Fontenelle likewife, to whom he was 
nearly related, interefted himfelf in his advance¬ 
ment, and after the death of M. Dumoulin he 
became one of the phyficians the moft employed 
in Paris. This celebrity lafted only twenty-two 
months; but at the end of that period he found 
himfelf rich enough to retire to Verfailles, where 
he died of apoplexy on the 3d of January ,1778. 

He was the author of a work on Medicinal < 
Chemiftry ; of a treatife on the art of making 
bread, and of feveral chemical eflays inferted in 
the memoirs of the academy. All thefe writ¬ 
ings have the chara&er of being judicious, 
learned, and accurate. 

No phyfician perhaps was ever more zealous 
for the interefts of his profeffion than M. Ma- 
louin. Several anecdotes in proof of this are 
related by his eulogift, and at his death, we are 
told, he founded a public meeting, which is to 
be held once a year by the College of Phyficians 
at Paris for the purpofe of doing honour to the 
memory of their deceafed affociates, and as an 
incitement to medical improvement. 
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To the account we have already given of 
Linnaeus (Vol.III. page 29) we may add from 
the volmue before us, that in compliance with 
the cuftom of his country he exchanged the 
name of Linnaeus for that of Von Linne, upon 
being raifed to the rank of nobility, as names 
terminating in us are confined to the plebeian 
order in Sweden. 

In 1776 foon after his recovery from a ftroke 
of apoplexy he drew up a fhort account of his 
life, and fent it to the academy as a part of 
materials for his eulogy. In this writing, whish 
may be ftyled the ConfeJJions of Ltnnaus^ he very 
candidly acknowledges his foibles. Among 
other things he allows that he was too eafily irri¬ 
tated, that he was flow in embracing new opi¬ 
nions, and too tenacious of thofe he had once 
adopted. He confeiTes alfo, that he was too 
impatient of criticifm and contradiction. 

In enumerating the honours that have been 
paid to the memory of Linnseus his eulogift 
fpeaks of a monument ereCled by one of his dif- 
ciples in the church of Edinburgh. But this is a 
miftake, which feems to have taken its rife from 
an urn having been placed in honour of this 
great naturalift, by Dr. Hope, in the Botanic 
garden at Edinburgh. 

The 




* 


[ *7 ] 

The memoirs in this volume, the fubje&s of 
which are connedted with our plan, are as fol¬ 
low : 

i. Remarks on certain faline combinations of 
^ • ' 
Iron. _ By M. de Laffone.—The objects of this 

paper are to afcertain by experiments* ift, in 

what manner iron combines, under different cir- 

cumftances, with the concrete acid of tartar* 

2dly, whether an immediate folution of iron can 

be effedted by fixed and volatile alkalis, and 

what kind of union this metal is capable of 

contracting with thofe falts. 

He finds that after mixing filings of iron and 
cream of tartar, if the mixture is moifteoed 
with water and expofed to a long digeftion, a 
combination takes place which is fpjuble in cold 
water. If tindture of galls is added to this folu¬ 
tion, ink is formed, but no Pruflian blue is 
precipitated by the addition of ph'logifticated 
ajkali, unlefs the liquor is boiled. 

M, de Lafione concludes from this experi¬ 
ment that the martial balls procured by digeftion 
are different from thofe procured by boiling. 
He gives the preference to the former for medi¬ 
cinal purpofes. 

11. Second memoir on the Gum tree called Uerek 
at Senegal , on the wanner in which its gum and 

D 2 that 



* 

[ 28 ] 

that of the acacias is collected, and on another tree 
of the fame kind. By M. Adanfon.—This efiay 
is a fupplement to a former paper b^ the fame 
author on the gum trees of Senegal, printed in 
the Memoirs of the Academy for 1775. 

He here defcribes two fpecies of gum trees 
or Acacias \ the firft, called Uerek by the natives, 
is a tree of middle growth which leldom exceeds 
twenty feet in height. Linnasus in his Species 
Plant arum, p. 521, has named it Mimofa , Senegal, 
fpinis terms , intermedio refiexo , foliis bipinnatis , 
jloribus fpicatis. It yields a white gum, which 
has a fweet tafte, combined, when it is frelh, 
with a flight degree of acidity. This gum,, we 
are told, and milk, conrtitute almofl: the whole of 
the diet of the‘Arabs who lead a wandering life 
in the deferts of Africa. As the gum trees are 
divided into three great forefts, fo thefe people 
are compofed of three hordes, each of which has 
its chief. 

The fecond fpecies of Acacia defcribed by 
our author is much fmaller than the other. The 
natives have given it the name of Bed. This 
tree, although of the fame genus as the Uerek, 
produces no gum. 

hi. An E(fay on the decompofition of feveral 
ffeutral Salts with bafes of fixed and volatile alka¬ 
lis , 
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Bs y by the marine acid. By M. Cornette.- 

M. Baume proved, many years ago, that the 
nitrous acid decompofes vitriolated tartar and 
Glauber’s fait, and alfo that the vitriolic acid 
decompofes both prifmatifc nitre and quadrangu¬ 
lar nitre. This is a fpecies of paradox which 
feems to deftroy, or at leaft obliges us to modify 
the doCti ine of affinities. 

M. Baume attempted to decompofe the fame 
falts by the marine acid, but without fuccefs.— 
On the other hand M. Margraff has been able, 
with the marine acid, to decompofe the two 
nitres with fixed alkaline bafes, and even vitri¬ 
olated tartar and Glauber’s fait. M. Cornette 
has undertaken to repeat and extend the experi¬ 
ments of thefe two chemifts, with a view to 
reconcile theii; contradictions, and to throw new 
lights on the fubjeft. In the prefent paper he 
confines himfelf to the decompofition of vitriolic 
and nitrous falts with bafes of fixed and volatile 
alkali, by the marine acid. The acid he em¬ 
ployed in his experiments was extremely pure, 
and care was taken that the falts he meant to 
decompofe fhould be in a ftate of drynefs. 
With thefe precautions, each of the above falts 
was decompofed, but with different circum¬ 
stances. The decompofition of ammoniacal falts 


was 
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was found to be the eafied of all; and next to 
thofe, that of falts which have a mineral alkali 
for their bafis. Thofe with a bafis of vegetable 
alkali werd obferved to refill decompofition the 
mod. 

iv. Two Ejfays on the comparative aflion of the 
nitrous and marine Acids on vitriolic Salts with an 

earthy bafis. By the fame_.In thele two efifays 

M. Cornette continues the inquiry begun in the 
lad paper. He finds that none of the vitriolic 
falts with an earthy bafis are decompofed by the 
other mineral acids, but, it feems, that either 
nitrous or marine falts with an earthy bafis, de- 
compofe the vitriolic falts with an alkaline bafis, 
Thefe are the principal phenomena defcribed by 
M. Cornette; and altho’ they do not overturn 
the general theory of affinities; yet it mud be 
acknowledged that they dedroy the particular 
laws of affinity which chemids were too eager 
to adopt, and that they indicate others which 
ought to be fubftituted in their dead. 

v. Analyfis of the Water of the lake Afphaltites. 

By M. M. Macquer, Lavoifier, and Sage__ 

The water of this lake, which is fituated in 
Judaea, is famous for its bitternefs, which has 
been attributed to bitumen, and for its weight. 
Two bottles of it having been fent to Paris, its 

' weight 
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weight compared with that of diftilled water 
was found to be as 5 to 4 j a circumftance not 
to be equalled by any other faline water. It 
was fo completely faturated that chryftallifed fak 
was found at the bottom of the bottles. A quin¬ 
tal of it, we are told, contains about 45 pounds 
of fait, of which 6^- are common marine fait, 
164- marine fak with an earthy bafis, and 22 
marine fak with a bafis of the earth of magnefia. 
The bitumen that iffues from the bottom of the 
lake, and floats on its furface, gives no impreg¬ 
nation to the water, the bitternefs of which, like 
that of fea water, is owing folely to the faks it 
contains. 

vi. Obfervations relative to two Animals , the 
male of which delivers the female. By M. De- 

mours.-We have here an account of a fcene 

of which the author happened to be an eye wit- 
nefs in one of his evening walks in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Paris. A male frog, of the fpecies 
to which Gefner has given the name of Rubeta 
minor , was bufied in delivering his female of her 
eggs. This curious procefs. is very accurately 
defcribed by M. Demours. 

vii. Obfervations on the Red Mine of Copper. 

By M. Sage.-This eflay is intended to prove, 

that what is called the red mine of copper, is no 

other 
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other than a calx of copper, or the metal deprived 
of its phlogifton. 

viii. Remarks on the Motion of the Ribs in 

Refpiration. By M. Bordenave-Thefe re¬ 

marks tend to prove, that all the ribs are not 
equally raifed in infpiration ; that they do not all 
of them feparate from, but, on the contrary, 
that fome of them are drawn nearer to each other j 
that they are moft elevated anteriorly where their 
motion is moft apparent; and that they preferve 
nearly the fame diftance between each other 
pofteriorly. M. Bordenave takes occafion, to¬ 
wards the end of his paper, to point out the ill 
effects of ftays and tight lacing in women. 

ix. Cafe of a Fijtulous Opening in the Abdomen , 
through which the patient voided almoft the whole of 

his urine. By M. Sabatier.-We have here an 

account of a patient, whofe urine being ob- 
ftru&ed, an abfeefs formed near the navel, and 
difeharged a confiderable quantity of pus and 
urine. This opening, which foon became fiftu- 
lous, gradually contra&ed, and was fometimes 
entirely clofed. When this happened, a frelh 
fupprefiion of urine took place, and the patient 
experienced fevere pain, till the difeharge thro* 
the fiftula was reftored. At length the patient 
died, and on diffettion, feveral fmall ftones were 

found 
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found in the bladder, and one of them at the 
neck of the bladder obftru< 5 ting the urethra. 
At the upper part of the bladder, was found a 
communication with the fiftulous opening in'the 
integuments, by a canal two fingers breadth in 
length. M. Sabatier has found only two cafes 
fimilar to this in books ; one of thefe is recorded 
by Hildanus, and the other in the 3d volume of 
the Memoirs of the Academy of Surgery. 

x. An Effay on the motion of the Ribs , and the 

attion of the intercofial Mufcles. By the fame.- 

The doftrine laid down in this paper is, in many 
refpefb, fimilar to that contained in M. Bdrde- 
nave’s. The author obferves that in infpiration, 
the upper ribs only afcend while the lower ones 
defcend, and the middle ones undergo a fort of 
rotatory motion from within outwards. As the 
ribs feparate from each other while the cheft is 
dilating, the intercoftals, he remarks, ought no 
longer to be reckoned amongft the mufcles that 
afiift in infpiration. 

xi. Fourth Memoir on the- Anatomy of Birds. 

J}y M. Vicq D’Azyr.-In this paper the inge¬ 

nious author defcribes the organ of hearing of 
birds, and compares it with the fame organ in 
qlan, in quadrupeds, in reptiles, and in filh. 

Vou IV, N* I. E T ha 
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The defcriptions are illuftrated by very elegant 
engravings. 

xn. Extract from Meteorological Obfervations, 
rpade in the country near Paris , during the cold 

weather in January 1767. By M. Adanfon.- 

This paper, we are told, is only a {mail part of 
a very .extenfive work on the variations of the 
atmofphere, on which the author has been emr 
ployed for more than twenty years paft. 

xiii. Experiments on a fpecies of White Steatites , 

which is convertible by fire into a fine bifcuit porce¬ 
lain. By M. M. Guettard and Lavoifier.- 

Thefe gentlemen, in a journey they made toge^ 
ther through different parts of France, in 1767, 
difcovered in the neighbourhood of PJombieres 
^ white argillaceous earth, which, without any 
addition, and even without being wafhed, yields 
in the fire a fine bifcuit porcelain •, a proof that 
this earth is not a pure clay, but a mixture of 
play with a fufible earth. 

xiv. A Defcription of two Coal Mines> fituated 
at the foot of the Mountains of Voyes , one in Franche 
Comte , the other in Alface , with fome experiments 
on the coal they contain. By the fame. 

xv. An Account of a new Method of afiaying 
Gold . By M. Tillpt. 
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•kvi. General Remarks on the nature of Acids > 
and on the principles of which they are compofed * 
By M. Lavoifier.-^—In different papers printed 
in former volumes of the Memoirs of the Aca* 
demy, the learned author thinks he has clearly 
proved, that dephlogifticated air enters as a 
conftituent part into the compofition of feveral 
acids, and particularly of the phofphoric, vitri¬ 
olic, and nitrous. Farther experiments have 
enabled him, he tells us, to affert, that this fame 
fpecies of air is the conftituent principle of 
acidity; that it is, of courfe, common to every 
acid •, and that it is the prefence of one or more 
other principles along with it that conftitutes the 
different fpecies of acids. Thus, for example, 
combined with fulphur, it forms vitriolic acid ; 
with nitrous air, the nitrous acid-, with phof- 
phorus, the phofphoric acid j and with fugar, 
the acid of fugar. 

This acidifying principle, (principe acidifiant) 
as he calls it, combined with metallic fubltances, 
forms, we are told, with the greater number of 
them a metallic calx; but fome of thefe fub- 
ftances, as arfenic, iron, and perhaps feveral 
others, being combined with the acidifying prin¬ 
ciple to a certain degree of fuperabundance, 
affume not only a faline charatter, but even 
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acquire the properties common to acids, and 
like them become true folvertts. 

M. Lavoifier remarks alfo j ift, that this 
principle has,, like every other, its different de¬ 
grees of affinity ; that it has, for example, a much 
greater affinity with fugar, and with the generality 
of vegetable and animal fubftances, than with 
nitrous air*, and that in confluence of this 
preference, it quits the latter to form with thofe 
fubftances different fpecies of acids : 2dly, that 
the number of acids that may be formed is as 
yet abfolutely undetermined, as we are not yet 
acquainted with all the fubftances that are fuf- 
ceptible of combining with the acidifying prin¬ 
ciple, and are ftill lefs acquainted with the 
means to be employed for attaining fuch a 
combination. 

xvli; Report made to the Academy concerning 
the Gold which may be procured from Vegetable 
Earths or AJhes. —Itfeems that in 1778 M. Sage 
gave an account to the Academy of fome experi¬ 
ments, from which it appeared that a quintal 
of common garden earth, upon being combined 
with a certain proportion of minium, and cal¬ 
cined, had yielded two ounces and forty-four 
grains of gold. The Comte de Lauraguais 
having repeated M. Sage’s experiments, and 

found 
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found the.refult of them very different from 
what that chemift had afferted, requefted the 
Academy to appoint a Committee who might 
clear up the point in difpute. Meffieurs Macquer, 
Cadet, Lavoifier, Baume, Bucquet, and Cornette, 
were accordingly nominated for this purpofe. 
Thefe celebrated chemifts give a very fatisfa&ory 
account of their experiments, and the refiilt is, 
that the quantity of gold procured by combining 
minium with allies is infinitely fmall, not more 
than one or two grains from a quintal; and 
theV are convinced that the greater parr, if not 
the whole of this fmall quantity of gold exifted 
in the minuTm ; and they think it probable that 
the minium employed by M. Sage in his experi¬ 
ments, contained a greater proportion of gold 
than the minium does which is commonly met 
with in trade. 

xviii. Bctanico-MeteorologicalObfervattor.s made 
at the Cajlle of Denainvilliers , near Pitkiviers in 
Gatinois , in 1777. By M. Du Hamel. 

xix. A Mineralogical EJfay. By M. Montet.— 
This paper relates to the mineralogy of fome 
parts of Languedoc. 
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IV. Hijioire de la Societe Royale de Medecin 6 + 
Annees 1777 ft 1778. Avec les Memoires de 
Medecine et de Phyfique Medicate y pour les memes 
anneesy tires des Regijlres de cette Societe. 
' i. e. Hijlory of the Royal Medical Society for 
the Tears 1777 and 1778 ; with the Memoirs 
relative to Phyfic and Medical Philofophy for 
thofe years , taken from the Regifiers of the So¬ 
ciety. 4to. Paris, 1780. 648 pages, with 

3 copper-plates. 

T '' H E fame mode of arrangement is obferved 
in this as in the former volume. The 
eulogies of deceafed aflociates are thofe of Lin¬ 
naeus, M. Arnaud de Nobleville, Dr. Macbride, 
and M. Barbeu Dubourg. 

Of Louis Daniel Arnold de Nobleville, late 
prefident of the College of Phyficians at Orleans, 
we are told that he was born in that city De¬ 
cember 24th 1701. In conjunction with M. de 
Salerne, he revifed and publiflied M. Geoffroy’s 
Materia Medica. He was likewife author of a 
book of Formulae, and editor of M. Ferrein’s 
Lectures on the Practice of Phyfic. But the 
work which gained him the moft reputation was 
a treatife on the Nightingale, in which are a 
variety of curious obfervations relative to the 

natural 
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natural hiftory of that bird, the methods of 
taking it, feeding it, malting it fing, curing its 
difeafes, &c. M. de Nobleville was in affluent 
circumftances, and his life is faid to have been 
a feries of benevolent a&ions. He died of apo¬ 
plexy January 29th 1778. 

The eulogy of the late Dr. David Macbride 
exhibits a very judicious review of his writings. 
This celebrated phyfician was born April 26, 
1726, at Ballymony in the county of Antrim. 
His father, the Rev. Robert Macbride, was 
minifter of a Prelbyterian congregation at that 
place. His mother was a daughter of Mr. Boyd 
of Killabeg, in the county of Down. After 
ferving as a furgeon in the Royal Navy, he fixed 
at Dublin as a furgeon and accoucheur in 1749, 
but he did not acquire any confiderable reputa¬ 
tion till the year 1764, when he publiihed his 
Experimental Efiays, and was honoured with the 
degree of M. D. by the Univerfity of Glafgow. 
From that period till his death, which happened 
flfter a fliort illnefs on the 28th of December 
1778, he was in extenfive pra&ice. To great 
knowledge of his profeflion and Angular urbanity 
of manners, he united a tafte for the fine arts, 
particularly for Painting and Mufic. He was 
(wipe married, and had feveral children, all of 

whom 
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whom died young. His brother, John Macbride, 
the only male of the family now living, is a 
captain in the Royal Navy, of cliftinguifhed re¬ 
putation for his bravery. 

As a writer of eulogies, M. Vicq D’Azyr 
feems to rival M. de Fontenelle. There is fo 
much elegance in the concluding paflage of the 
prefent one in honour of Dr. Macbride, that we 
cannot refrain from giving it to our readers, 

tho’ it lofes much of its fpirit in a tranflation_ 

“ The mothers of families—fays the eul .'gift— 

** watered his tomb with their tears; the poets 
“ ftrewed it with flowers j his fellow-citizens 
“ honoured him with their praifes: to complete 
his glory, there was wanting only that he 
“ ftiould be commemorated by his brethren 
** amidft the din of war,, and beyond the feas, 
which, tho’ they divide empires, afford no 
“ other barrier to the intercourfe of philofophers 
“ than what ariies from diftance, and this is 
? c eafily overcome by their genius and labours.’* 
From the eulogy of James Barbeu Dubourg, 
we learn, that this phyfician was born at Mayenne 
February 15, 1709. He at firft intended to go 
into the Church, and with this view acquired a 
critical knowledge of Hebrew; but he never 
took orders. It was not till the year 1748 that 

he 





he was admitted into the College of Phyficians 
at Paris. He was the friend of Lord Boling- 
broke, and afterwards of Dr. Franklin. He 
tranflated Bolingbroke’s letters on hiftory, and 
the whole of Dr. Franklin’s works into French. 
For three years, viz. from 1761 to 1763, he 
was the editor of a weekly medical paper called 
Gazette d'Epidaure. He was likewife the author 
of Recherches fur la duree de la groffeffe , 8vo. 
Le Botanifte Francois, 2 vols. i2mo. and Apho- 
rifmes de Medecine. This laft work has been pub. 
lilhed fince his death, which happened on the 
13th of December 1779. 

Meteorological Obfervations. -Under this head 

Father Cotte (curate of Montmorency near Paris) 
has with wonderful induftry reduced into tables 
a view of the ftate of the thermometer, baro¬ 
meter, fall of rain, winds, difeafes, &c. in 96 
different places in France, Holland, Switzerland, 
Germany, and Italy, during the years 1777 and 
1778. 

Medical Topography. --This article relates to 

the mountains of La Voge, a chain of moun¬ 
tains that extends 50 leagues from N. to S. 
and feparates Lorraine from Franche Comte. 
Theie mountains give rife to feveral mineral 
fprings, which are here deferibed, and amongft 
Vol. IV. N° I. F others 



others to thofe of Plombieres, at the fouthern 
extremity of Lorraine, 17 leagues from Nancy. 
Thefe hot waters were not in vogue till the 
year 1614, when Henry II. Duke of Lorraine, 
found relief from them in fome ftomach com¬ 
plaints. This paper is written by M. Didelot, 
furgeon at Remiremont in Lorraine. 

Epidemics. -Under this head we have, 

1. An account of an epidemic that prevailed in 
1774 amongft the troops at Perpignan. By M. 
Bonafos, phyfician at Perpignan.—2. Of a fatal 
epidemic that prevailed in Ile-Jourdain , near Auch , 
in 1777. By M. la Peyre, phyfician at Auch.—^ 
Ile-Jourdain is a marlhy fituation, and the fever 
here defcribed was of the remittent kind. 

Difeafes of Animals .-This article contains, 

1. An account of a diforder that prevailed amongfi 
the deer in 1776 in the forejl of St. Germains.— 

2. Remarks on the difeafes of the cattle in Poitou.— 

3. On the difeafes of fheep. Thefe three are by 
Committees of the Society.—4. An inquiry rela¬ 
tive to the advantages which have been produced in 
Holland and Germany , by inoculating the difeafe of 
the horned cattle. By M. Vicq D’Azyr. From 
thefe inquiries it appears that neither the dog, 
cat, horfe, or even flag, although the latter is a 

ruminant 



ruminant animal, are capable of receiving this 
contagion by inoculation* . 

Pr alike of Phyjic. -1. Obfervations on the 

inoculation of the fmall-pox. Thefe obfervations, 
which are communicated by different correfpon- 
dents of the Society in France, who relate their 
fuccefs, may be ufeful in a country where this 
falutary practice ftill has prejudices to overcome. 
—2. Cafe of a particular kind of colic and conjti- 
pation. By M. Lorry. We have here an account 
of a lady who was for a long time fubjedt to 
pains in her bowels and obftinate coftivenefs. • 
She gradually loft her ftrength and flefh, and at 
length died. On direction, about a pint of 
water was found in the abdomen. The appearance 
of the vifcera was natural, but the ftomach was 
found divided into two diftindt bags, communi¬ 
cating with each other.—3. Inquiries relative to 
the miliary fever and its treatment , extracted from 
a fecond memoir by M. Barailon. (See our 3d vol. 
p. 293.)—4. Obfervations on a difeafe fimilar to 
the angina polypofa, or croup of children. By M. 
Mahon, phyfician at Chartres. Two cafes are 
related, both of which terminated fatally. No 
new lights are thrown on the difeafe. The author 
thinks that the membrane lining the trachea is 
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the effect, not of inflammation of that tube, but 
of pus in the bronchi.—5. Cafe of a fuppuration 
of the liver y to the cure of which the ufe of cherries . 
feemed to have contributed not a little. By M. 
Defperrieres. A young man was attacked with 
all the fymptoms of inflammation of the liver. 
A fuppuration took place, and matter was voided 
in abundance both by ftool and expectoration. 
On the 52d day he exprefied a ftrong deflre for 
cherries. He ate a pound a day, for upwards 
of a fortnight, and gradually recovered.— 
6. Cafe of a dropfy of the liver. By M. Caille. 
In this cafe the patient complained of a foft in¬ 
dolent tumour, of about the fize of an hen’s egg, 
on the right fide of the umbilical region. It was 
at firft fuppofed to be a lymphatic tumour of 
the integuments. Some time afterwards he ex¬ 
perienced great pain in the region of the liver, 
and was attacked with a fort of tympany. His 
urine was in fmall quantity, and high coloured. 
Thefe fymptoms were followed by an afcites, 
and at the end of fix weeks he was tapped. 
Twelve quarts of a thick, yellowifli fluid were 
drawn off, and on the tenth day after the opera¬ 
tion the patient died. On difleClion, the abdo¬ 
minal cavity was found to contain a great quantity 
of the fame fluid. The inteftines adhered to each 

other. 



other, and on feparating them, about the region 
of the liver, a cyft was difcovered equal in bulk 
to the crown of a hat. It adhered to the concave 
furface of the great lobe of the liver, nearly 
where the gall-bladder is placed, but extended 
much farther under the great lobe towards the 
right fide, fo that it feemed to be formed by the 
gall-bladder, which was totally effaced, and by 
the membrane immediately inverting the great 
lobe of the liver. This cyft, which was exter¬ 
nally of a white colour, excepting a few fpots 
made by fmall varicous veins, weighed about 
four pounds. It contained two quarts of a 
tranfparent ferum. Its inner furface was lined 
with a thick membrane, evidently formed .by 
coagulable lymph. At the bottom of the cyft 
was a fmall collection of hydatids. The great 
lobe of the liver was fmaller than ufual. At its 
upper convex part was an abfeefs, containing a 
dark coloured bile. The duCtus choledochus 
and hepatic duCts were effaced by the preffure 
of the cyft., The reft of the vifeera were in a 
found ftate.—7. Cafe of a fchirrus of the cefophagus> 
of the upper orifice of the fiomach , and of the fmall 
intejlines. By M. Cafrere. A lady in her thirty- 
fecond year was attacked with pain about the 
ftomach, fever, coftivenefs, and vomiting. Thefe 

fymptoms 
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the trachea, a fchirrous tumour was difcovered, 
three inches long and two in circumference, 
which almoft totally clofed the .cavity of the 
gullet. The lungs and the ftomach were di- 
minifiied to half their ufual bulk. The liver, 
pancreas, kidneys, and fmall intcftines were alfo 
lefiened, and the fpleen weighed only three 
ounces.—9. On the folvents of gall-Jlones. By 
M. Durande. This phyfician, we are told, has 
communicated to the Society four more cafes, 
in which he has fucceeded by a mixture of aether 
and fpirit of turpentine. (See our 3d vol. p. 160.) 
M. de la Salle, it feems, by dilfolving thele con¬ 
cretions in fpirit of wine, and filtering the folu- 
tion, has obtained a great quantity of a fait that 
refembles fedative fait.—10. On the external ufe 
of different tinjures of cantharides. By M. Andry. 
The friends of a patient being averfe to bhfters, 
tindture of cantharides was directed to be rubbed • 
on his feet and legs. Inftead of the common 
tincture, that of Fuller was by miftake applied, 
and its effedt was fo quick and powerful, that 
for this ufe M. Andry prefers it to every other. 

«—11. An account of the treatment of four perfons 
who had taken verdigreafe. By M. Jeanroi. 
Two of thefe patients were relieved by clyfters, 
?nd drinking freely of milk j the other two, who 

were 
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were more affected, were cured by an emetic, 
oily emulfions and clyfters.—12. An account of 
a malignant carbuncle (charbon malin). By M. 
Paulet. This is the anthrax of the ancient 
Greek writers. It begins in the form of a pim¬ 
ple, and is attended with an acute burning pain. 
The (kin round it fwells, inflames, and becomes 
of a (hining red colour, while the center appears 
of a livid hue. In proportion as the inflamma¬ 
tion fpreads, the pulfe quickens, and febrile fymp- 
toms are produced. This difeafe, we are told, 
is not contagious. At Paris it is obferved to be 
confined chiefly to tallow-chandlers, and manu¬ 
facturers of horfe-hair. The latter are faid to be 
the molt frequently attacked with it. It feldom 
happens that they are long in the trade without 
having it, and many die of it. Thefe people 
have obferved, that the hair which is molt 
to be feared is that which comes from Ruflia. 
This is commonly in a bad ftate when it arrives, 
part of it being generally of a grey colour, and 
of a difagreeable fmell. A girl, whom M. Paulet 
faw labouring under the difeafe in queftion, had 
opened a parcel of this fort of hair. The car¬ 
buncle (he had was perfectly fimilar to thofe 
which have been obferved in Languedoc in per- 
fons who handle and wa(h wool, or who (hear 

iheep, 
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ftieep. M. Paulet leaves it to farther experience 

to determine whether the matter, the contaCt of 

\ 

which produces this eruption, is the refult merely 
of fome change in an animal fubftance under¬ 
going a kind of putrefaction, or whether the 
hair that is capable of exciting the difeafe in 
queftion, has not been taken from horfes that 
have died of a fimilar complaint. 

[ To be continued. ] 


V. Antonii de Haen Tr a flat us de Vermibus in - 
tejiinorum , et Iflero \ edidit F. de Waflerberg, 
8vo, Vienna, 1780. p. 156. 

T HESE two tracts are offered to the public 
as part of a larger work lince publifhed in 
fix volumes, 8vo. containing De Haen’s Patho¬ 
logical LeCtures on Boerhaave’s Inflitutes. The 
editor has every where interfperfed-, in a paren- 

thefis, his own obfervations and thofe of the 

\ 

lateft writers on the two fubjeCts, fo that his ad¬ 
ditions, efpecially in the treatife on jaundice, are 
equal in bulk to the original text, and the whole 
may be confidered as a pretty compleat collec¬ 
tion of every thing that has been faid on the 
. difeafes in queftion. 

Vql. IV. N° I. G Speaking 
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Speaking of the tappia, the author mentions a 
Angular cafe of a man, who, after labouring 
under a variety of dill refling fymptoms for many 
years, for which different remedies were pre¬ 
scribed by his phyfician without effedl, at length 
applied to a quack, who promifed to cure him 
if he would fwallow a certain quantity of foot 
every morning falling. The remedy was taken, 
and produced at firfh naufea, and an infupport- 
able uneafipefs at his ftomach •, and foon after¬ 
wards a titijlation in his fauces, from whence, 
with his fingers, he drew out a worm twenty 
ells long, and from that moment recovered his 
health. 

Haller, in his edition of Boerhaave’s Inftitutes, 
rqakes him fay that a- Ruffian, after taking 
•vitriolum martis, voided a taenia. 300 ells long j 
our author feem? to hint, that Haller has fallen 
into a miflake on this lubjeft, as he never heard 
Boerhaave fpecify the length of the worm;— 
** Ego vero—fays he—nunquam audivi Boer- 
“ haavium deflnientem longitudinis vermis.** 

In children, whole complaints have originated 
from worms, he has often experienced the good 
efihfts of filings of fled, given every morning 
fading, varying the dofe from five to twenty 
grains, according to the age of the patient. Ip 

fuch 
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fuch cafes like wife, he has found the following 
formula Angularly efficacious: 

5*. Radi phu, i 

-filicis maris, 

Polyp, querc. 

Fol. Alexandria aa 5 ft 
Sem. fanton. 3ij. 

Infunde cum cerevifiae pinta.' Sumat, 
pro ratione aetatis, jejunus omni die 
per dies 14, dein autem omni alternO 
die, 5j, ij, nj, iv. 

The author’s fhare of the treatife on jaundice 
confifts almoft wholly of a commentary on the 
773d paragraph of Boerhaave’s Inftitutions, 
where he fays, Bilis excretio nimia per fuperiora , 
vel inferior a , orb at chylopoiefin primario inftrumento. 

The editor has added a good account of the late 
experiments and obfervations relative to the che¬ 
mical properties of the bile, from M. Cadet and \ 

others ; and likewife of a theory of jaundice, 
lately publiffied by Dr. Marcard, who afcribes it_ • 

- to a tranfudation of bile through the coats of 
the gall-bladder into the cavity of the abdomen, 
where it is taken up by the ablorbents. 

In treating of biliary concretions, Dr. de Haen 


mentions the cafe of a woman who was under 
his care five years for a variety of complaints. 
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but who had never any appearance of jaundice. 
After her death, upwards of a thoufand fmall 
calculi were found in the gall-bladder. 

VI. Differ tatio Me die a Inauguralis de Homine dex- 
tro et finijlro , Auftore Meinardo Simon du Pui. 
4to. Lugd. Batav. 1780. p. 191. 

T HIS difiertation relates to thofe difeafes 
which affed only one half of the body. 

It is divided into three chapters. In the firft, 
which is entitled Obfervationes morborum dimidii 
hominis , the author has collected a variety of 
fads on this fubjed, the greater number of 
them from books, the reft from his own obfer- 
vation. Among the latter are an inftance of 
jaundice affeding only the right fide of the body 
in an apopledic patient, who was flruck with 
hemiplegia of the fame fide; and another of a 
falivation confined to the right fide of the mouth, 
in a perfon who had made ufe of mercurial oint¬ 
ment to deftroy lice. 

In the fecond chapter the author attempts to 
explain the phenomena related in the firft. 
Some of them he refers lolelv to mechanical 

4 

caufes, others to the dynamic adionof the vefiels. 

. ; ‘ .. ' In 
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• In the third chapter he treats of the fuppofed 
decufiation of the nerves, and joins with Mor¬ 
gagni and Metzger in rejecting that do&rine. 

' 5 ._ 


VII. Rapport fur VEpidmie du Haut Languedoc , 
lu a la Societe Roy ale de Medecine le 19 Juillet 
1782. i. e. Report relative to the Epidemic of 
Upper Languedoc , • read at the Royal Medical 
Society July 19, 1782. 4to. Paris, 1782. 

I N the month of September 1781, an epi¬ 
demic fever began to prevail at Caftelnaur 
dary, and fpread from thence over the greateft 
part of Upper Languedoc. The French phy- 
ficians call it la fuette miliaire . It is faid to have 
been characterized by the copioufnefs and long 
continuance of the fweats. In a few days after 
the attack an eruption appeared, which in fome 
patients refembled fcarlatina, in others eryfipelas, 
and was almoft always.accompanied with miliary 
puitules, and fometimes with petechia. 

The fever commonly lafted about feven days, 
and there was ufually an exacerbation of all the 
fymptoms every twenty-four hotirsi The fweatr 
-.ing took place* from the attack, and continue^ 
•-during the whole of the difeafe. The eruption 
’; generally 
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generally appeared about the third day, and con¬ 
tinued till the feventh, when a frelh eruption 
appeared, which terminated the difeafe, and was 
followed by a complete defquamation of the 
cuticle. 

The Univerfity of Montpellier having been 
confulted, gave it as their opinion, that it was 
a difeafe fimilar to the fweating miliary fever 
(fuette miliaire) that prevailed at Guife in Nor¬ 
mandy in 1759, and to the fweating fever* 

(fuette) of Picardy and Normandy, a fever 
which is by Dr. Culleh, with good reafon, con- 
fidered as a fpecies of typhus* 

This difeafe has given rife to feveral pamphlets, 
the titles of which will be found in the quarterly 
catalogue of our prefent number. In almoft all 
of them the rules of treatment preferred were 
to encourage the fweating and eruption by a 
heating regimen. The fever, in confequence of 
this treatment, became every day more and more 
fatal, and having at length reached Touloufe, 
fpread an univerfal confternation. Letters and 
memoirs came in from all parts of the province 
to the Royal Medical Society, and a new plan 
of cure was recommended, the refult of which 
•is deferibed in the work before us. The new 

method conlifted in taking away blood at the 

beginning 
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beginning when inflammatory fymptoms were 
prefent, jn expofing the patients freely to the 
cold air, and in prefcribing a cooling regimen. 
This was adopted univerfally, and with the belt 
fuccefs. 

M, Brunet, phyfician at Toulonfe, went to 
Sarlat, where there were 600 perfons labouring 
under this fever, and where 41 had died. He 
' immediately cauied the above mode of treatment 
to be adopted, and after that there died only one 
patient, and this was a woman whom her hulband 
had obdinately refufed to fubmit to the new 
method. All the others were cured without 
venaefedtion, Amply by a cool regimen and ex- 
pofure to the air. M. Pujol, correfpondent of 
the Society at Cadres, in a letter written foon 
after this to the Society, obferves, “ Since the 
“ charm is dedroyed, and the eyes of the public 
“ are opened, we are become wife by our mif- 
ft fortunes. Since this happy revolution, the, 
ff epidemical difeafe, which had made fo much 
“ noife and occafloned fuch alarm, has lod, 
even in thp mipds of the public, all its im T 
“ portance.” 

One patient, we are told, who was held down 
in his bed by four men, and who in his delirium 
tried to difengage himfelf, was found covered 

yuth 
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-with bed-cloaths, the curtains of the bed being 
at the fame time drawn clofe, and the windows 
and doors of the room kept fhut, with a great 
fire. He had fweated much the firft day, but 
the fweating having flopped, his fkin became 
parched with heat, and he was feized with vio¬ 
lent delirium. A phyfician who found him in 
this ftate, opened the doors and windows of the 
apartment, put out the fire, and placed the pa¬ 
tient upon the floor, in his (hirt, clofe to the 
window. In a quarter of an hour the delirium 
went off, the patient feemed difpofed to fleep, 
and foon recovered. 

The Society give a fuccinfl view of fimilar 
fevers as they have prevailed at different times 
in different provinces of France. In all of thefe 
the utility of the antiphlogiflic plan of treatment, 
and the pernicious effects of a contrary method, 
were clearly ascertained. 


SECTION II. 

Essays'and Observations. 

I. Mifcellaneous Fails and Obfervalions , communi¬ 
cated in a ktter to Dr. Simmons, F. R. S. by 
* • Thomas 
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Thomas Percival, M. D. F. R. S. and S. A. 
Member of tke Royal Medical Society at Paris , 
&c. 

T IIE great Lord Verulam recommends 
the colle&ion of fadts, experiments, and 
obfervations, as the beft method of promoting 
the improvement of Phyfic; and in his efTay$ 
he exprefsly 'confines himfelf to “ certain brief 
“ notes, fet down rather fignificantly, than 
“ curioufly.” This mode of writing is con- 
fonant to the plan of the Medical Journal, and 
is often more agreeable to men of letters, than 
long and fyftematic compofitions : for it pre¬ 
cludes the labour of reading or of repeating 
elementary proportions, and well-known truths j 
renders the detection of error more eafy; fa¬ 
cilitates the communication of new difcoveries; 
and prefents to the mind, in feparate and diftindt 
views, the real additions which are made to 
fcience *. How far the influence of thefe confi- 
derations, or the fandlion of the high authority 
I have quoted, rqay juftify the following mifceL 
laneous remarks, I fhall leave to your decifion. 

* See the Author’s Preface to Philofophicnl, Medical, 
^nd Experimental Eflays 

Vol. IV N°I. JI I . fytrc- 




I. Retrograde motion of the Lymphatics. 

A very ingenious young phyfician and philofo- 
pher, who, had he lived, wcyU have done honor 
to his profeffion, has advanced a variety of argu¬ 
ments to evince' a nearer communication between 
the alimentary canal and the bladder*, than by 
the fanguiferous circulation. The following cafes 
may, perhaps, illuftrate and confirm this doc^ 
trine. 

Mrs. W —— had laboured under a diarrhoea 

\ * . * ( 

many weeks, when I was called to her afti fiance 
on the 13th of June 1780. I diredled for her 
the following pills: 

|fc. Extract, ligni Campech. gr. v, 

Philon. Londinenf. gr. x.' 

Pulv. ipecac, gr. j. 

Syrup. Cydon. q. f. 

M. f. pil. iij. ter die fumendae. 

By the ufe of thefe pills her diforder foon 
abated. 

June 30. She complained of naufea,' heat, 
and third. The pulfe was not increafed in ve¬ 
locity, and fhe was flill inclined to be lax. The 
following mixture was prefcribed : 


* See Mr. Charles Darwin’s Experiments, &c. Litch¬ 


field, printed 1780. 
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5?. Aq. cinnam. ten. ^vij. 

Extract. ligni Campech. $j. 

Sal. tart. 3 iv. 

Syrup. Cydon. $iij. 

M. cap. jfjfe ter die in effervefcentia cum 
cochleare amplo fucci limonum. 

This remedy Teemed to obviate all her com¬ 
plaints. But in the morning of July the 5th flie 
had a fudden and urgent call to difcharge her 
urine; and after voiding treble the ufual quan¬ 
tity, fhe obferved, that it was of a pink colour, 
inclining to purple, very fimilar to that of the 
medicine which fhe had taken. I found her 
under fome alarm on account of this circum- 
ftance; and examining her water in a glafs, I 
was fatisfied that its hue was different from that 
of blood: and from the appearance I concluded, 
that it was ftrongly tin&ured with logwood. In 
this opinion I was afterwards confirmed by its 
tafte, which was fweetifh and fub-aftringent; 
and by the deep purple it aflumed, when a fmall 
portion of the fait of fteel was added to it. The 
urine of this patient had not, during the pre¬ 
vious courfe of her illnefs, varied from its na¬ 
tural colour, although eight lcruples of the 
extraftum ligni Campechenfis had been admi¬ 
nistered. About an hour before the prefent 

H 2 fingular 
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Angular evacuation, Ihe had taken the ufual 
dofe of her medicine; yet in the evening of the 
fame day, her urine exhibited no marks of the 
logwood. 

In this cafe there appears to have been a 
fudden and copious tranflation of urine into the 
bladder, probably by means of the retrograde 
motion of the lymphatics: and the fluids, con¬ 
veyed with the la&eals, were ftrongly imbued 
with a medicine, which, together with its colour¬ 
ing particles, evidently retained alfo its aftrin- 
gent quality *. 

September 27th 1780. Mrs. C-had been 

ill more than two months of a pulmonary con*- 
fumption, which was accompanied both with 
colliquative fweats and a diarrbcea , when I was 
confulted by her. I prefcribed a gentle emetic* 
and afterwards the following draughts : 

Jfc. Emulf. commun. |j. 

Myrrh, mucilag. gum. arab. folut. gr. xij. 

, Elix. pareg. 

Sp. nit dulc. aa. 3 &» 

Sal. tart. 3 j. 

* Dr. Lewis, in his excellent Materia Medica, has ob¬ 
served, that logwood fometimes colours the urine, but he 
does not feem to have been apprized, that it communi¬ 
cates aftringency to it. 


Sued 



t 6» ] 

Sued limonum 5ft. 

M. f. hauft. ter die in effervefeentia 
fumend. 

Her cough was alleviated, and the fweating 
and diarrheea almoft entirely reftrained by thefe 
draughts. But during the ufe of them all the 
urine, which Ihe voided, had the colour of a 
dilute lolution of logwood. 

Odtober 3d. Th z diarrhoea returned, and I had 
Again recourfe to extraftum ligni Campecbenfis, 
which was now given every fourth hour, in dofes 
of fifteen grains, difiolved in fimple cinnamon 
water. The purging was foon checked, and the 
urine afifumed the fame pinky colour as before. 
A portion of it was turned black by immerfing 
in it the blade of a table knife: nor did the 
excretion change its appearance till the extract of 
logwood was laid afide. 

This inftance of the uniform and permanent 
conveyance of a colouring aftridtive matter to 
the bladder, may perhaps feem lefs favourable 
to the dodtrine of a retrograde motion of the 
lymphatics, than the cafe before recited. But 
is it probable that fo large a quantity of logwood, 
retaining its peculiar and adtive properties, could 
have been introduced into the blood vefiels, 
without occafioning fome unufual fymptoms ? 

Or 
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Or could the urine, in fo ffiort a (pace of time, 
have been replete with it, if it had been previoufly 
mixed with the whole mafs of circulating fluids ? 
Be this, however, as it may, it is a curious and 
, interefting fa£t, that a vegetable aftringent is 
capable of furmounting the powers of digeftion* 
' of pafling into the abforbent veflels, and of being 
carried unchanged to the urinary organs. Various 
practical ufes may poflibly be founded upon it; 
and it may furnilh a jufter theory of the adtion 
of the Peruvian bark, in glandular tumours, 
and diforders of the lymphatic fyftem. Certain 
it is, that this very efficacious medicine is re¬ 
markably retentive of its virtues. Fuller fays, 
with fome degree of admiration, Cum olim , ex¬ 
perimenti caufa , ejufdem {corticis) decoxijfem , non 
to ufque vires ejus exbaurire valui , quin vel otta- 
vum deco Rum adbuc amaricaret. If his patience 
had permitted him to extend the experiment, 
he would have found, as I have done*, that 
even twenty-five codtions, and thirty cold ma¬ 
cerations, are infufficient to exhauft its virtues. 

It is well known, that madder, taken inter¬ 
nally, tinges the urine red ; and that it produces 
a fimilar effedl even upon the bones of animals, 

* Efiays, Medical and Experiment, vol. I. 

though 



though neither the flefliy nor cartilaginous parts 
of the body fuffer any alteration by its ,ufe. 
Nor will the bones, when thus ftained, yield any 
colour to water or fpirit of wine. The root of 
this vegetable has a bitterilh, and fomewhat 
auftere tafte *, but I have not yet afcertained, 
by any experiment, whether it impregnates the 
urine with an aftridtive quality. The colouring 
matter of rhubarb is fpeedily conveyed to the 
bladder; but the water thus imbued did not, 
in a late trial, exhibit the flighted appearance of 
purple, on mixing with it a fmall quantity of 
the fait of ft eel. 

Little attention has hitherto been paid to 
the change of quality produced, by food or 
medicine, on the fecretions and excretions of 
the human body, although very ufeful informa¬ 
tion might be derived from it. Thus, for ex¬ 
ample, could we medicate the milk of nurfes, 
■we fliould be better qualified to cure the difeafes 
of the children whom they fuckle. There is a 
fpecies of foetid breath (dyfodia pulmonica), to 
which perfons of a narrow cheft and fcorbutic 
habit are peculiarly incident. It feems to origi¬ 
nate from the want of power to make a full ex¬ 
piration, by which too much perfpirable matter 
is retained, and corrupted by flagnation in the 
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vefcles of the lungs. In fuch cafes I have found 
the moft falutary effects from the ufe of myrrh 
and fixed air, internally adminiftered. Thefe 
fweetening and antileptic fubftances are probably 
carried to the lungs, and difcharged together 
with the offenfive vapour, which they correct, 
at the fame time that they invigorate the fmallef^ 
ramifications of the bronchiae. For I cannot 
impute their action, folely at leaft, to their corro¬ 
borant powers •, becaufe neither fteel, the Peru¬ 
vian bark, nor other tonics, are exhibited with 
the fame fuccefs. 

It has been {hewn above, that an aftringent 
fubftance may be conveyed to the bladder, fo as 
ftrongly to impregnate the urine. And there is 
no reafon to prefume, that this is owing to any 
particular fubtlety ip the lignum Campechenfc~ 
Were proper teftstQ be applied, the prefence of 
other remedies might, perhaps, be frequently 
difcovered in that recrementitious fluid. And 
thus we fhould have at command various means 
of cure, adapted to the diforders of thole organs. 
In another work I have given a decifive proof, 
* that by drinking copioufly of mephitic water* 
the urine may be almoft faturated with fixed air, 

* Philofophical, Med. and Experiment. Effays. 
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This appeared from the precipitation which fuch 
urine produced in lime water, from the bubbles 
which it emitted, and from the folution of feveral 
calculi that were immerfed in it. And hence we 
have acquired the practical knowledge of a fafe 
and efficacious diflolvent, both of the (lone and 
gravel. 

I fhall clofe this feCtion with a pafiage from 
Dr. Fuller, which, if it be the refult of accurate 
obfervation, corroborates what has been above 
advanced. Speaking of the balfam of Copaiba, 
he fays, “ Sapore donatur amaro , acre , terebinths 
naceo, admodum penetranti , et in ore durabili *, atque 
Ucet videatur ejfe quadam terebinthina Jpecies , 
urinam tamen odore violaceo minime inficit ; illam 
vero fapore amaro imbuit , ejufque et feri fanguinis 3 
et falivce muriaticam falfedinem mirijice delet .** 

II. Reciprocal Sympathy between the Stomach and 

the Lungs. 

A Gentleman, affiifted with a purulent ex¬ 
pectoration, has found, by repeated experience, 
that his fits of coughing may often be fupprefied 
by a draught of cold water, or a fmall glafs of 
wine. His courfe of life has been intemperate; 
and thefe remedies, by diminilhing the atonia of - 
the ftomach, and producing a grateful fenlation 
V0Li IV. N° I, I in 




in that organ, allay, for a while, the irritation 
which fubfifts in the lungs. In fuch cafes of 
phthifis, which frequently occur, the exhibition 
of nitre, or other cold debilitating medicines, 
tends to aggravate the difeafe, and to haften its 
fatal termination. To patients, under thefe 
circumftances, porter is generally a very agree¬ 
able and falutary beverage. It quenches third j 
quiets the cough ; checks the fweating; and, if 
drank only in fmall quantities at once, does not 
accelerate the pulfe, or augment the heftic fever. 

Ann Ogden, aged ten years, was admitted an - 
out-patient of the Manchciter infirmary, and put 
under my care on the 2id of November 1779, 
On the 18 th die had been attacked with a mod 
pungent pain in the ftomach. The fucceeding 
day, a violent fpafmodic cough enfued, and her 
ftools were obferved to be bloody. She was 
foon relieved by opiates, mild purgatives, and 
a foft demulcent diet: for the fwallowing of a 
pin gave rife to thefe complaints j and the pro- 
grefs of them clearly evinces the fympathy which 
the lungs have with the ftomach, To this law 
of the animal cpconomy, phyftcians and phyfio- 
logifts' have paid diffident attention; but they 
have not equally noticed the reverfe of it j 
though it is no lefs certain, that various pulmonic 
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' affc&ions may powerfully influence the ftate of 
the ftomach; and that the confequent fymptoms 
furnifh very important indications of cure. 

A phyflcian confulted me, in February 1780, 
on account of a fevere afthma, of the humoral 
kind, to which he was fubjeft. At the com¬ 
mencement of the dileafe, he could take feveral 
drachms of the vinum ipecacoanha, But as his 
diforder increafed, the irritability of his ftomach 
became fo great, that fifteen drops of the fame 
wine often afted as an emetic. The medicine 
affording confiderable eafe to his breathing, he 
gradually augmented the dofe of it as he grew 
better, till he could bear a drachm or two without 
retching, and almoft without naufea. 

Mr.-, in a fevere peripneumony, took, 

every fourth hour, two ounces of a deco&ion of 
feneka root and liquorice *. The remedy created 
no uneafinefs, and feemed to give relief, whilft 
the patient was in an ereeft pofture; but when 
he lay down, a pofition which rendered his 

* The difagreeable fenfation, produced by the Seneka 
root, in’the fauces, is much abated by combining with it, 
in decoftion, a fufficicnt quantity either of the root or the 
extract of liquorice, the demulcent quality of which is 
an excellent auxiliary in the peripneumony. 

u 
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breathing more difficult, every dofe of it aggra¬ 
vated the dyfpnoea. In this inftance there feems 
to have been a reciprocal, or interchangeable 
action between the organs of digeftion and of 
refpiration. The increafe of dyfpnoea produced 
an increafe of irritability in the ftomach; and 
the feneka root, under thefe circumftances, proved 
fo ftimulant as to aggravate the oppreffion of 
the lungs. This cafe, and I could cite many 
others, affords a ftrong confirmation of the pro¬ 
priety of Sydenham’s practice, in keeping his 
peripneumonic and pleuretic patients out of bed 
as much as their ftrength would permit. 

III. Dyfury. 

Mr.- of Knutsford, applied to me in 

January 1782 for advice concerning an arthritic 
vertigo. I directed a blifler to the nape of his 
neck, and the following pills: 

Ifc. Gum. guaiac. 3ij* 

Sal. ammon. vol. 3j. 

Balfam guaiac. q. f. 

M. f. pil. medioc. cap. iij. ter de die. 

A violent ftrangury enfued. The medicine was 
difcontinued; the blifter removed j and this pain¬ 
ful complaint foon ceaied. In a few days the 
pills were repeated j but the firft dofe renewed 

the 
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the affe&ion of the urinary organs. A drachnt 
of the fpecies aromatic<e was then fubftitutedin 
lieu of the volatile fait •, and this formulary oc* 
cafioned no pain or inconvenience. But having 
more confidence in the efficacy of the pills firft' 
prefcribed, I adviled the further trial of them 
at the end of ten days : they produced, however^ 
a third time the Symptoms of ftrangury, and 
were therefore entirely laid afide. Is it not 
probable, that in this cafe there was a tranfla- 
tion of the gouty affection to the urinary paf-. 
fages, produced by the blifter, and augmented 
by the ftimulus of the volatile alkali ? A pre- 
difpofition, being thus formed in thofe parts, the 
volatile fait alone proved afterwards fufficient to 
renew the malady. 

s 

There is a fpecies of chronic dyfury, to which 
perfons of an arthritic or fcorbutic habit, and 
who have patted the meridian of life, are pecu¬ 
liarly incident. It is often miftaken for the 
ftone, and aggravated by the ufe of lithontrip- 
tics. Indeed it has many fymptoms in common 
with that diforder j fuch as frequent and urgent 
calls to make water j pain at each extremity of 
the urethra; a mucous difcharge; tenefmus; 
and fometimes a fuppreffion of urine. But the 
patients, who labour under it, feel no uneafy 

weight 



Weight in the perinaeum, and always void their 
water with much lefs difficulty in an eredl than 
in an horizontal pofture. The complaint, alfo, 
tnay be further diftinguifhed from the ftone by 
having fhorter intervals of eafe*, by more fre¬ 
quently injuring the retentive power of the blad¬ 
der, and by occafioning no fudden interruption 
to the ftream of urine in the abfence of pain. 
It feems to arife from an acrid defluxion on the 
internal coat of the bladder, which is thereby 
rendered fo exquifitely fenfible, that the ltimulus 
of the L urine becomes almoft intolerable, and 
very frequent efforts are excited to expel it: 
thefe efforts, however, fhould be reftrained as* 
much as poffible, becaufe they tend to increafe 
the pain and irritation of the bladder, and to 
prevent the complete difeharge of its contents j 
for that organ cannot effectually contrail itfelf 
without a due degree of previous diftenfion. 

I have tried various remedies in this diforder, 
but have found none fo fuccefsful as mercury, 
which feldom fails to afford relief, and generally 
produces a cure, if adminiftered with perfever- 
ance and in fufficient quantity. According to 
the urgency of the cafe, one, two, or three 
fcruples of the unguentum cceruleum fortius fhould 
be rubbed into the thighs every night, till a 

" flight 
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flight ptyalifm cnfues: the fymptoms for th$. 
moft part abate before the fpitting comes on, 
and after it has continued a-while, they difap- 
pear entirely. 

I was firfl: induced to adopt this mode of 
treatment from my experience of the falutary 
operation of the remedy recommended by Dr. 
Gilchrift, in a diforder of the' bladder, which 
bears fome analogy to that which I have de- 
fcribed*; but having found that the mercurial 
pill is apt to difturb the bowels, and confe- 
quently that it is lefs certain of admiffion into 
the fyftem, I have in my later pradtice preferred 
the ufe of the unguentum cceruleum. In flighter 
cafes, indeed, I fometimes give half a grain of 
calomel, with two grains of James’s fever pow¬ 
der, twice every day; and this fmall dofe of 
♦ 

mercury, if duly continued, may fuffice to ef- 
fedt a cure, without producing any falivation, 
or even forenefs of the mouth. In a late in- 
ftance, an habitual head-ach, with which a 
difficulty and pain in making water were com* 
plicated, gave way to this remedy. 

From the falutary operation of mercury in 
the dyfury, it may be fufpedted, perhaps, that 

• fhyficaland Literary E flays, v<Jl* iii. 
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the difeafe originated from the lues venerea. 1 
formerly entertained this idea myfelf; but fur¬ 
ther experience has convinced me, that it has no 
foundation in more than half the cafes' which 
occur j and confequently, in explaining the ac¬ 
tion of the remedy prefcribed, we mull not 
have recourfe to the fecret powers of a fpecific 
or an antidote. 

Mancbrjicr. 
fcb. 26, 1783, 


II. An account of a remarkable Fracture of the 
fcull ., by a pijlol-ball , that entered the cranium 
at the right temple and was fuccefsfully extracted. 
By Mr. Cook, Surgeon at Barking in EJfex. 
Communicated by Dr. Olborn, Phyfician in 
London . 

I N the month of Auguft, lall ablackfmith, of 
the parifli of Dagenham in Eflex, having 
taken the defperate refolution to fhoot himfelf, 
applied a loaded horfe-piftol to his right temple. 
The ball entered the cranium, obliquely, at the 
os fronds, clofe to the os fphenoides, pafied along 
the infide of the cranium to the os frontis about 
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t\Vo' inches above the futura tranfverfalis, and fe- 
parated an oblong piece of the whole fubftance 
of the cranium three inches in circumference; 
the refiftance from which threw the ball back 
again. Upon examining him about an hour 
after the accident I found a hard fwelling on the 
forehead, which 1 fuppofed to be the ball; but, 
on cutting through the integuments, which were 
not the leaft injured externally, I found the piece 
of cranium as above defcribed intirely feparated.* 
This portion of bone was eafily removed; but I 
could not then find the ball. I therefore drefied 
the depending opening I had made above the 
nofe, and left him till next day, when my afiift- 
ant, who faw him firft, found the ball fuper- 
ficially lodged among the fraftured bones, and 
eafily extracted it. The wound was drefied in 
the ufual manner, and for feveral days he was 
almoft infbnfible of any thing that was faid of 
done to him ; but had none of thofe violent 
fymptoms which often attend a fractured cra¬ 
nium. In about ten days his fenfes became to¬ 
lerably perfect, his fever abated, and his wound 
had a very good afpett. x Several fmall exfolia¬ 
tions came away at different times, and in fevcrt 
Weeks the wound was perfectly healed. The 
Vcffels leading to his right eye were deflroyed in ^ 
• Vot, IV. N° 1. K the 
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the firft inftance, and the mufcle of the eye-lid 
loft its power of contracting, fo that his eye re¬ 
mained uncovered as well as blind. The ball 
way very much cut and indented by the refift- 
ance from the bone, my patient having allured 
me, that it was perfectly fmooth when he 
charged the piftol with it. 

He is now able to work at his bufmefs, ex¬ 
cept ftriking upon the anvil, which fhakes the 
new bone too much for him to bear at prefent.. 

Barking in EJfrx, 

Dec. 12, 1782. 


III. An account of the good ejfefts of Fixed air in 
a cafe of putrid fever ; and of a profufe hemor¬ 
rhage from the ears terminated hy a fit of epilepfy. 
By F. J. JanlTens, M. D. Phyfician at Oofier- 
hcut ; communicated in a letter to his Excellency 
*Prince Gallitzin, the Ruffian ambaffador at the 
Hague , and by him to Pr. Simmons, through 
the hands of Mr. J. H. de Magellan, F. R. S. 

O N the 23d of Nov. 1779, I was called to 
Terheyder, near Breda, to confult with Dr r 
Zegers, a phyfician of confiderable reputation at 
fbe latter of thofe places, on the cafe of a young 


man 



[ 75 ] 

man of the name of Rieboom, whom he had at¬ 
tended eight or nine days. The patient was in 
his 26th or 27 th year, and, when in health, of a 
robuft conftitution and florid complexion. He 
had been attacked about five weeks before with 
a putrid fever, in the marquifate of Bergenop- 
zoom, from whence he had been removed to his 
father’s; and when we faw him the fymptoms 
were fuch as'threatened a fpeedy and fatal termi¬ 
nation. His pulfe was extremely quick, attend¬ 
ed with vomiting, and delirium. From the 4th 
and 5th day of the difeafe he had been fubjed't to 
haemorrhages from the nofe, which (till con¬ 
tinued. His countenance was now bloated, pale, 
and cadaverous; his breath very offenfive; the pu¬ 
pils of his eyes extremely dilated, and he fainted 
away on the lead: motion.—We preferibed the li¬ 
beral ufe of a ftrong deco&ion of Peruvian bark 
with elixir of vitriol, and directed comprefies dip¬ 
ped in a folution of white vitriol to be applied 
to the noftrils. This method was con:inued, but 
without any vifible good efledt, till the 25th of 
November, when we repeated our vifit. I then 
recolledted the Englilh method of adminiftering 
fixed air in clyfters, which your Excellency did 
me the honour to communicate to me, and hav¬ 
ing mentioned it to my colleague we agreed to 
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give it a trial, though, I confefs, without any 
hopes of fuccefs. A large bladder full of fixed 
air was direfted to be injected every four hours, 
and within a few hours after this practice had 
been adopted the hasmorrhage at the nofe ceafed. 
By perfevering in it for a few days the fymptoms 
pf putridity and fever gradually abated, and the 
patient in a fhort time recovered. 

The other cafe which I take the liberty of 
communicating to your Excellency, is that of a 
young woman, 25 years of age, fervant to an 
innkeeper at Oofterhout, named Vandewygert. 
She had complained for feven weeks of ftomach 
complaints, head-ach, and other fymptoms that 
feemed to be occafioned by obftrufted menfes,. 
when, on the 20th of Nqvember 1782, fhe was; 
feized with a profufe haemorrhage from both 
pars, which continued without intermiflion thq* 
not always with the fame violence, till the 1 ft of 
December, and when, as fometimes happened,, 
the cavities of the ears were filled with coagula , 
the blood flowed from the mouth and noftrils. 
By this conftant drain of the vital fluid, the 
powers of life were fo exhaufted, that her 
pulfe was hardly to be felt, and her countenance 
' was truly cadaverous. In this, reduced ftate fhe 
y/as attacked with a fit of epilepfy, of uncommon 

violence, 





[ 77 1 

violence, which continued for the fpace of ftxty 
hours. Before (he had been two hours in this fit 
the haemorrhage flopped, and never returned 
afterwards. On the 8 th of December the menfes 
re-appeared, and fhe is now perfe&ly recovered. 

Oojlcrhout, 

, Jan. io, 1783. 

♦ 


IV. Cafe of a ftudent who fwallowed a golden hreafl- 
pin four inches in lengthy and voided it by ftool* 
without any ill conference . Extracted from a. 
letter addreffed to Dr. Simmons, F. R. S. by 
Mr. George Bew, Surgeon \ Secretary to the 
Literary and Philofophical Society, at Manchefter, 

A Circumflance has juft now been communi¬ 
cated to me by one of the teachers of the 
Warrington Academy, which (hews in an extra¬ 
ordinary manner the accommodating powers of 
the Inteftines. A young gentleman, a ftudent 
there, holding a golden breaft-pin in his mouth, 
vvhilft he was changing his fhirt, had a convul¬ 
sive fpafm of his throat, which-he was fubjeft to,’ 
and Swallowed it. The. pin was between three 
and four inches, in length, and had a head of 

worked 
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worked hair inclofed in a chryftal oval about the 
fize of a fixpence. It ftuck in his throat until 
fome perfon who was near him had laid hold of 
the point, but a fecond fpal'm rendered his at¬ 
tempt to withdraw it impoflible, and it found 
its way into the ftomach. His fituation was 
truly alarming, and himfelf and friends had the 
greateft apprehenfions for his life. The event, 
however, proved favourable. He was fenfible 
of its being in his ftomach for a day or two; he 
afterwards felr the point in various parts of the 
belly, and at the end of fix days voided it ex 
ano\ and, what is very aftonilhing, without its 
being bent. 

M.mctefler, 

. 27-dFeb. 1783 . • 


V. An account of two cafes of Hydrocephalus in- 
ternus . By Mr. Edward Wicr, Surgeon at 

Halifax in Nova Scotia . Communicated by Mr f 
Thomas Young, Surgeon to the Mifericordia 
Hofpital in London. 


T H E remarkable fatality attending the 
twenty cafes of Hydrocephalus internus, 
which were under the care of that juftly cele¬ 
brated 
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brated phyfician, Dr. Whytt of Edinburgh, ha$, 
it is much to be feared, led many fucceeding 
practitioners till of late too haftily to adopt the 
idea of its incurable nature; in confequence of 
which many under this difeafe have been aban¬ 
doned to their fate, and many opportunities loft 
of trying the effeCts of different remedies. The 
many faCts lately produced in favour of a mer¬ 
curial courfe determined me to try its effeCts in 
the two following cafes, which are the only ones 
I have met with in a very extenfive practice. As 
I noted every particular circumftance both in the 
fymptoms, and the effeCts of the remedies which 
appeared to merit attention, I (hall lay them 
before the public juft as they are dated in my 
diary; relying upon that candour, which is daily 
difplayed by the humane part of the profeflion, 
to every individual who difcovers a defire of 
adding his mite towards the improvement of a 
profeflion, in which the happinefs of mankind 
is fo efientially concerned. 

Case I.—On the 5th of July 1781, I deli¬ 
vered M. Sharp at the full time of a female 
child. The labour was remarkably lingering, 
but at length terminated very favourably both 
to the mother and child.—At the time of the 
birch I thought the head appeared rather larger 

than 
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than ufual, but as no particular fymptoms of 
difeafe prefented, nothings refpeCting the child 
was either done or mentioned.—On the 7th of 
Augud following the mother brought the child 
to me for my advice. She informed me that its 
head had gradually increafed from the birth to 
the prefent time ; but that within the lad four 1 
days its increafe had been very rapid. I found 
the ofia bregmatis at the distance of three inches 
from each other in the courfe of the fagittal 
future, and an evident fluctuation within the 
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cavity. As the great weight of the head ren** 
dered it infupportable to the child, it was con- 
ftantly fupported upon a pillow. The child 
appeared mod of the time in a heavy and fleepy 
date. At times it would fuddenly ftart and 
fcream out, as if in the mod violent pain. The 
pupils of the eyes were remarkably dilated, and 
were much lefs affeCled by a drong light upon 
opening the lids fuddenly than is common in 
health. Very frequent fpafms in the limbs were 
obferved, and the pulfe was never below 160. 
The urine and dools were rather deficient, but 
the countenance dill retained a natural and toler¬ 
ably healthy appearance, and it took the bread 
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The nature of the cafe was obvious, but the 
degree led me early to guard myfelf by a prog- 
noftic of a fatal termination. Being willing, 
however, to try a plan that had been attended 
with fuccefs in fomewhat fimilar difeafes, I began 
with calomel, gr. j. morning and evening, and 
directed ten grains of ung. mere. fort, to be rub¬ 
bed in upon its legs twice a day. A fgreat 
variety of lymptoms appeared from this time 
to the 27 th of the fame month, when it died. 
Through the whole of this time it never took 
lefs than three or four grains of calomel, and 
had 5ft of the ointment rubbed in every day; 
but without any one evident effedt upon either 
the bowels or mouth. Towards the laft ftage 
of the difeafe the child was frequently affedted 
with convulfions, which were always followed 
by a comatofe and infenfible date for fome 
hours. But at length on the 27th of Augud 
its fufferings were ended by death. 

I was permitted to examine the head, and 
obferved the following circumdances After 
removing the whole of the integufnents I found 
a defedt of bone at lead: four inches fquare be-« 
tween the ofia bregmatis and between thefe and 
the os fronds. This fpace was occupied by a 
firm, thick membrane, upon pundturing which 
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I drew off three full pints of a colourlefs and 
taftelefs fluid, perfectly refembling fpring water. 
The cerebrum was of its natural colour, but 
was comprefled into the fize of a fmall hen’s 
egg. It was fupported by the tentorium, and 
was fo firm in its texture as to refill the knife 
almoft as much as a common kidney. Its dif¬ 
ferent parts were eafily demonftrated, except 
the ventricles, which were wholly obliterated. 

„ The cerebellum was in a natural Hate, as were 
all the vifeera, but the body was emaciated in 
a very uncommon degree. 

Case 11 .—M. Cunningham was to all appear¬ 
ance a remarkably healthy, fine child at the 
time of his birth; and till he was about fifteen 
months old never difeovered the lead fymptom 
of difeafe. He was then attacked with a train 
of complaints wliich were fuppofed to pro¬ 
ceed from worms. The cafe was treated ac¬ 
cordingly, and the child foon recovered. From 
that time to the prefent July 1782 (and he is 
now three years and three months old) he has 
had no complaint except now and then, when 
the wind has been to the eaftward, a flight de¬ 
gree of a pulmonary diforder, which has affedted 
all the children of the fame family when young, 
and generally yielded to a change of air and 
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Ample remedies. About two months ago the 
child was Obferved by its mother to be reftlefs 
in the night, with a flight degree of delirium, 
and confiderable fever. Thefe complaints mo¬ 
derated, but did not leave him. Abouc twelve 
days ago, his health appearing upon the decline, 
I was defired to fee him. I found hini remark¬ 
ably heavy and dull, with a low, remitting 
fever, which generally returned with the greateft 
violence towards night. He would frequently 
raife his hand to his head, and was generally 
very drowfy, almoft conftantly picking his nofe. 
His countenance was pale and funk; he was 
much troubled with coftivenefs, and difcharged 
but little urine. His tongue was covered with 
a thick white coat, His pulfe were very fmall 
and quick (140) with a dry hot Ikin. Not- 
withftanding all thefe fymptoms of difeafe he 
never loft his appetite; and though he vomited 
almoft every thing he took, he would crave for 
food immediately after it. I begun at once to 
fufpedl the difeafe to be a cafe of Hydrocepha¬ 
lus internus; and was determined to treat it 
accordingly. ' 

As ftools were wanting I began with prelcrib- 
ing pulv. rbei> gr. viij. calomel, gr. iij. mane fu - 
mend. He threw this medicine up; but upon 

L 2 repeat 
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repeating the fame dofe with the addition of 
two drops of laudanum he retained it, and in 
the courfe of fix hours got one fmall, foetid 
ftool. As the fymptoms remained, and he had 
got but one* and that a very offenfive difeharge, 

I repeated the above purge the next day, yet 
he had but one fmall ftool from it. I now ob- 
ferved additional fymptoms, which in my opi¬ 
nion put the nature of the cafe out of doubt. 
His eyes were turned inwards towards his nefe, 
fo as to exhibit a degree of ftrabifmus feldom 
to be met with. The pupils of his eyes were 
remarkably dilated, his upper extremities were 
conftantly agitated with involuntary catchings, 
and at one time his mouth was fo firmly clofed 
by fpafms, as to lead his mother to think he had 
a locked-jaw; but this fymptom held him only 
a few minutes. He now appeared to have loft 
the power of raifing his hands to his head, and 
when placed upon his feet was not able to fup- 
port himfelf alone. His fpeech faultered in 
fuch a manner as to render his words unintelli¬ 
gible, and through the whole time he had the 
rifus cynicus. Thefe fymptoms, joined to the 
difficulty of procuring ftools, the remitting fever 
with very quick pnlfe, irritation of the nofe, and 
circumftances enumerated above, led me to con¬ 
clude. 
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elude, that the difeafe really was what has beeit 
mentioned, and determined me to adopt the only 
method which appears to have been found fer- 
viceable. I accordingly on the 8th of July 
gave three grains of calomel in a little fugar in 
the morning, and the fame quantity in the even¬ 
ing, and applied a blifter behind each ear.—In 
the courfe of this day he had frequent hiccup. 

On the morning of the 9th I found him lying 
in bed in a moft profufe fweat, with a fluftied, 
hot countenance. His pulfe was rather flower 
than yefterday. He had had two very offenfive 
ftools from the fix grains of calomeh He fre¬ 
quently cried out as if in violent pain. The 
other fymptoms were as before. As the blifler 
difeharged freely, it was left on, and three grains 
of calomel were ordered to be given morning, 
noon, and night. 

• July 10th. Has palled a very reftlefs night. 
Pulfe very flow, low, and irregular. Has had 
only one (tool the laft 24 hours, and difeharged 
very little urine. The fquinting is a little abated, 
and he frequently moves his left hand to the 
right fide of his head. The arm and leg on the 
right fide appear to have loft the power of motion 
mere than the left, and what is rather remarkable 
is, that the right fide of his face, half his nofe, 

lips. 
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lips, chin, &c. are covered with large drops of 
fweat, though the other fide of the face is per- 
fe&ly dry. In the after part of the day the left 
fide appeared more affe&ed than ufual, and at 
times he would ftretch and twift his body, and 
be flightly convulfed. The blifter being almoft 
dry, ordered it to be drefied with mg. bafiU 
quickened with cantharides, and to give him 
four grains of calomel every four hours. 

ntji. Tho’ he has loft the power of fpeech* 
he appears to underftand all that is faid, and by 
figns intimates that his mouth is fore, although 
there is no appearance of an increafe of the fali- 
vary fecretion.—Laft night he was very reftlefs* 
and troubled with frequent cramps, which have 
drawn in the abdominal mufcles greatly. His 
pulfe are very low, and quicker than yefterday. 
He has voided no ftool, though he has taken 
16 grains of calomel in the laft 24 hours. Has 
voided but little urine. Skin moift. Appears 
eafieft in this ftate, which we endeavoured to 
encourage by warm cloths, particularly as he 

frequently appeared to lhake as if from cold, 

( 

and yet the thermometer has not been below 70 
in the laft week. Gave him an injection, which 
procured one very feetid flimy ftool. His cheeks 
appeared a little fwelled. Every other fymptom 

as 
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as before. In the ftool were feveral hard lumps 
of foeces, and fome very fmall worms. After 
this ftool, he appeared livelier than at any time 
before. Ordered the calomel to be repeated as 
before. 

12th. The fquinting is entirely gone fince 
yefterday. His countenance has its natural ap¬ 
pearance, and his pulfe approach much nearer 
the healthy ftandard. His appetite is good, and 
he is in every refpedt much better. Repeated 
the inje&ion, as he had had no ftool, and defired 
four grains of calomel to be-given every 6 hours 
as before. 

13th. Refted well laft night. Pulfe calm. 
Skin foft, and has a healthy feel. His counte¬ 
nance nearly as in a ftate of health. In the 
courfe of the night, when afleep, he was obferved 
to have a frequent and involuntary motion of 
his right hand towards his head. His pupils near 
the proper fize. Has had one ftool, and dif- 
charged an uncommonly large quantity of urine. 
Cannot fpeak. No appearance of fore mouth, 
or fpitting. Repeat the calomel as before. 

14th. Very reftlefs laft night. This morning 
he fpeaks very diftin&ly, for the firft time. 
Appetite good. The clyfter procured a green 
fiimy ftool, of a very ofFenfive fmell. Urine in 

a pro- 
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a proper quantity. In difcharging his urine, he 
appears to be in pain (probably from the blifter). 
He can now move all his limbs at pleafure, and 
appears to be mending apace. Repeat the 
calomel. 

15th. Has palled a reftlefs night. Begins 
to walk, with afiiftance. Every fymptom is 
moderated. Repeat the calomel as before. 

16th. Refted well laft night. Had one ftool 
without the dyfter. Appetite good. Fever 
gone, and he appears ftronger. From this time 
the mercurial was omitted, and ten grains of 
puh. cort. Peruv. were given eyery three hours in - 
its ftead. By continuing this method for five 
days, with the ufe of the flelh-brulh, proper diet, 
gentle exercife, &c. he was recovered to a per¬ 
fect ftate of health, and appeared better than he 
had been for fome time before the attack of this 
very dangerous difeafe. 

ST E C X I O N III. 

Medical and Philosophical News. 

H E Datch Society of Sciences at Harleni 
JL have propofed the following iubjedts of 
inquiry for a premium of a gold medal. They 

require 


/ 
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- [. «9 ] 

require that the author {hall give, “ ift, a fatif- 
«« faftory defeription of the apparatus that is 
“ the beft calculated for making experiments 
“ on condenfed air in the moft convenient and 
“ accurate manner; 2dly, that he (hall, by ex- 
“ periments made with fuch an apparatus, in- 
“ quire into the a&ion of condenfed air in dif- 
“ ferent cafes, and, among other things, dire< 5 l 
“ his attention to animal life, the growth of 
« plants, and the inflammability of different 
«* fpecies of air •, 3dly, that he fhall point out 
“ what confequences, or what new fafts may be 
«* deduced from his experiments.”—The difler- 
tations on this fubjeft are to be written in Dutch, 
French, or Latin, and fent to Mr. C. H. Van 
der Aa, fecretary of the Society at Harlem, 
before the firft of January 1785. 

The Society likewife offer a fimilar premium 
for the beft difiertation on the following fubjedl: 
“ 'By what rules of conduit, founded on theory, 
“ and confirmed by experience, will it be pofii- 
“ ble to preferve the health of perfons who, in a 
u voyage to the Eaft Indies, feel the pernicious 
“ effeds of an extreme change of climate and 
“ manner of living: independent of general 
“ rules, are there any particular ones to be in- 
“ dicated, which would vary according to the - 
Yot,. IV. N° I. M “ different 
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t* different claffes of individuals to whom they 
“ might be applicable ?’*—Ddfertations on this 
fubjedt will be received till the 31ft of Decem¬ 
ber 1787. 

The Society having received no fatisfa&ory 
reply to their queftion concerning the different 
kinds of air, announced in our iff vplume, 
(page 275.) have propofed it a fecond time. 
Candidates for the prize are defired to fend their 
diflertations to the Secretary before the iff of 
January 1784. 


The following Papers (among others, the 
titles of which we omit, as not falling within the 
plan of our Journal) have been read at different 
meetings of the Literary and Philofophical So¬ 
ciety at Manchefter, fince the publication of our 
former account of that inftitution (vol. 3. p. 91.) 
— 1. An account of a newly-invented machirfe 
for impregnating water or other fluids with fixed 
air; by John Haygarth, M. B. F. R. S. — 
2. Experiments on the refpiration of animals, 
and the changes effected in the air in palling 
through the lungs •, by M. Lavoifier. Tranflated 
from the Memoirs of the Academy of Sciences 
at Paris for 1778, by Mr. Henry, F. R. S.— 

3. On 



\ 
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3. Gn the combuftion of phofphorus, and the 
formation of its acid ; by the fame. Tranflated 
by Mr. Henry.-—4. Extra# of a letter from the 
Rev. Dr. Griffith of St. Mary* Hill, to Dr. 
Percival, containing an account of the Chinefe, 
Whang at Tong, lately in London.—5. Obfer- 
vations on bliridnefs-, by Mr. George Bew.— 
6. A letter to Mr. Mafiey on the formation of 
faltpetre, by Mr. Charles Taylor.-—7. On the 
• exiftence of air in the nitrous acid, and the means 
of decompofing and recompofing that acid; by 
M. Lavoifier. Tranflated by Mr. Henry.— 
8. Some remarks on fermentation and putrefac¬ 
tion ; by Mr. John Wimpey : with fpeculations 
by Dr. Percival.—9. An eulogy on the late 
M. de Haller. Tranflated from the Memoirs 
of the Academy of Sciences at Paris, by Mr. 
Henry.—10. On light and colours, with ob- 
fervations on-the art of dying j by Mr. John 
Wilfon.—iii A phyfiological eBay on melan¬ 
choly i by James Currie, M. D. of Liverpool.— 
.12. An eBay to afeertain the merit of the queftion 
refpe&ing vifion, formerly difeufled by Mr. Locke 
and Mr. Molyneux, with fome remarks on light 
and colours; by Mr.Wimpey. —13. On the ufe of 
acids in bleaching, by Dr. Eafon.—14. Conjeftural 
remarks on the fymbols or characters employed 

M i 
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by the aftronomers to reprefent the feveral planets* 
and by the chemifts to exprefs the feveral metals. 
In a letter to Dr. Percival from Martin Wall, 
M. Di and praeleftor in chemiftry in the Univer- 
fity of Oxford.—-15. Remarks on the knowledge 
of the ancients* by William Falconer, M. D. 
F.R.S.—16. On the tea tree* by theRev.John 
Foxley, A. M.—17. An eflay on the afcent of 
vapour* by Dr. Eafon.—18. On the natural 
and chemical hiftory of magnefian earth* by 
Mr. Henry * and alfo a letter from Mr. de Ma¬ 
gellan to Mr. Henry, on the infufibility of that 
earth.-—19. Thoughts on evaporation and elec¬ 
tricity* by John Mitchell, M. D.—20. On the 
regeneration of animal fubftances * by Charles 
White, Efq. F. R. S.—21. Obfervations on 
longevity, by Anthony Fothergill, M. D. F.R.S. 


Dr. Crawford’s admirable theory of combuf- 
tion and animal heat has lately derived additional 
weight from the teftimony of M. Lavoifier. This 
learned French philofopher, who, like our in¬ 
genious countryman Mr. Kirwan, fpares no la¬ 
bour or expence in profecuting chemical inqui¬ 
ries, has repeated Dr. Crawford’s experiments, 
and agrees with him perfectly in the refults. 


The 
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The Journal de Medecine for February 1782 
contains two cafes of fchirrous pylorus. The 
firft is related by M. Amilhon. The patient 
was a young woman, twenty-two years old. 
Thedifeafe began in Odlober 1780 with a pain, 
about the region of the ftomach, which gradual¬ 
ly became more violent, and at length the whole 
inteftinal canal feemed to partake of a painful 
fenfation. To this fymptom were foon added 
vomiting and he&ic fever. The vomiting at laft 
became fo conftant as to prevent her taking any 
nourifhment. She died in June 1781. On dif- 
fedlion the abdominal vifcera were found ad¬ 
hering to each other. The ftomach was lefiened 
and indurated, and a fchirrous tumour of the 
pylorus, as large as a hen’s egg, was feen com¬ 
pletely {topping all communication with the duo¬ 
denum. The cavity of the thorax contained 
five or fix pints of water. 

The other is the cafe of Count de Lallain, 
who, at the age of fixty-five, experienced for 
feveral months lancinating pains and a fenfation. 
of heat at the pit of his ftomach. At firft his 
appetite was voracious, but it was not long be¬ 
fore he&ic fever came on, attended with vo- 
tnicing, and he fometimes brought up food fif¬ 
teen days after he had taken it. The only 

thing 
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thing that afforded him any eafe was a folution 
of gum Arabic in water. He took two or three 
fpoonfuls of this at a time, and foon afterwards 
a little broth, which without the previous admi- 
niftration of the gum never failed to excite pain 
and vomiting, His body was opened after death 
by Doctors Maloet, Portal, and Bacher, and M. 
Delafaye.——-TI19 omentum was found greatly 
enlarged and full of hydatids and tubercles. The 
ftomach was of its ufual fize; but its coats were 
thickened, and had feveral tubercles in a ftate of 
fuppuration. The pylorus was confounded in a 
fchirrous tumour formed of the fubftance of the 
ftomach. This tumour, which was four inches 
long and twice as large as an egg, left only a 
very fmail paffage to the duodenum. Upon 
cutting into it longitudinally the coats of the 
ftomach appeared to be more than an inch thick 
^nd almoft as hard as cartilage. 


Extra# of a letter from Dr. Lauth, phyfician at 
Strafburgh, to Dr. Simmons, dated Decem¬ 
ber 16th, 1782. 

“ Dr. Brand, the city phyfician-man-midwife 
« at Leyden, performed the Caefarian operation 

“ in 
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in the courfe of laft fummer, with the beft 
fuccefs, both the mother and child being alive 
and in perfeft health. He made the incifibn, 
f f not at the linea alba as fome late writers have 
** propofed, but obliquely. He means to pub- 
“ lifii an account of the cafe. A fimilar opera- 
M tion was performed laft year at Caflel, by Dr. 
“ Stein ■, but in this cafe the event’was lefs for- 
“ tunate, as the child only was faved.- — Dr. 
“ Bonn, profefior of anatomy at Amfterdam, is 
preparing a defcription of the curious collec- 

“ tion of -difeafed bones, which Dr, Hovius 

» 

“ prefented to the college of furgeons at that 
“ place.—Our celebrated profeffor of chemiftry, 
f‘ Dr. Spielman, has publifhed within this fort- 
night an excellent Pharmacopoeia UniverJ'alis , 
‘‘ in 4to. v 


Extrafl of a letter from Dr. Hawes, phyfician 
to the Surry Difpenfary, to the editor, dated 
March 17, 1783. 

“ In the 3d volume of the London Medical 
“ Journal the learned and ingenious Dr. Perci- 
“ val of Manchefter, recommends to medical 
“ pra&itioners the ufe of Oleum jecoris Afelti in 

“ rheu-. 
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We are happy to inform our readers, that the 
College of Phyficians have renewed their plan of 
publifhing the Medical Tranfa&ions. 


The Due de Chaulnes has lately communi¬ 
cated to the Royal Society a procefs for obtain¬ 
ing the fufible fait of urine in a ftate of the 
greacelt purity and without any lofs. 


Works about to bepublijhed. —i. A new edition of 
the Edinburgh Difpenfatory with corre&ions and 
additions.—2. A work on the organ of fmcll 
illuftrated with very accurate engravings by Dr. 
Scarpa* profefifor of anatomy at Modena.—3. 
A new and improved edition of Dr. Lewis’s 
work on the Materia Medica by Mr. Aikin of 
Warrington.—4. A new edition of Cronftedt’s 
Mineralogy, in which all the new difeoveries 
will be introduced, by Mr. J. H. de Magellan, 

F. R. S.-5. M. Bergeret, a French botanift, 

has diftributed propofals for printing by^ fub- 
feription a work entitled, tl Phytono'matotecknie 
“ univerfelley or the art of giving to plants 
“ names derived from their chara&ers; a new 

“ fyftem 
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l } fyftem by means of which perfons, without 
“ the affiftance of any book, will be able to 
“ name all the plants that grow on the furface 
“ of the globe.” The author afferts, that by 
adopting his method, an hundred perfons fpeak- 
ing as many different languages, and refiding in 
different parts of the World, will name, and 
write the names of the fame plants in the fame 
manner as he would write them. He adds, that 
the principles of his fyftem are eafily learned 
and retained, and lb concife withal, that thofe 
which relate to the different genera may be 
written on twelve cards. The work is to be 
* printed in numbers, and each number is to con¬ 
tain 12 plates and 24 pages of letter prefs.—6. 
The Academy of Dijon propofe to publifli by 
fubfeription a new periodical work in 8vo. en¬ 
titled, “ Nouveaux Memoires ou Cahiers fe- 
“ meftres de l’Academiede Dijon, pour la partie 
“ des fciences & arts.” A Number of this 
work is to appear every fix months, fo as to 
make one volume annually. The terms of the 
fubfeription are fix livres per annum for the two 
numbers delivered at Dijon, of feven livres and 
a half if fent free of poftage to any other part 

of France. 

' ' ' 
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PROM OT.ED. 

Lately, His Grace the Duke of Montagu, 
Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart. P. R. S. and Dr. Peter 
Camper to be honorary fellows of the Royal 
College of Phyficians at Edinburgh.—Dr. Lal- 
lemand to be Prefident of the Royal College of 
Phyficians at Nancy in the room of the late Dr. 
Harmant.-—Dr. Baldinger, profeflbr of phyfic 
at Gottingen, to be firft phyfician to the Land¬ 
grave of Hefle Caflfel.—Dr. John Ehrmann to 
be profeflbr of phyfic at Strafburgh in the room 
of the late Dr. Pfeffinger. 

1782, Sep. 12. Mr. John Forde to be fur- 
geon to the Royal Leinfler provincial regiment 
of foot.—13. Mr. E. L. Ledgwick to be furgeon 
to the Ulfter provincial regiment of foot. 

Dec. 28. Mr. Thomas Venour, furgeon of 
the 75th, to be furgeon of the 18th regiment 
of foot, in the room of Mr. Richard Babington.. 
—Mr. Patrick^Pruminond, hofpital mate, to 
be furgeon of the 52d regiment of foot in the 
room of Mr. Patrick Dundon.—Mr. Everard 
Home, hofpital mate, to be furgeon to the ift 
battalion of the 60th regiment of foot in the 
room of Mr. Peter Wallh.'—Mr. Edward M‘A 1 - 

lifter 



t 101 ] 

lifter to be fargeon of the 75 th regiment of foot 
in the room of Mr. Thomas Venour. ' 

1783, Jan. 9. Mr. William Thompfon, fur- 
geon of the Victory, to be furgeon to the Dock¬ 
yard at Deptford in the room of Mr. W. Tro- 
ward, who is fuperannnated.— n. Mr. Gawin 
Hamilton to be furgeon of the 2d regiment of 

Dragoon guards.-14. Mr. Brifcoe, furgeon’s 

mate, to be furgeon of the 100th regiment of 
foot.—Mr. William Cooper to be furgeon to 
Guy’s Hofpital in the room of Mr. James 

Frank deceafed.-18. Mr. Thomas Richard 

Spence to be dentift in ordinary to his Majefty 
in the room of his father deceafed.—24. Mr. 
George Chandler to be furgeon to St. Tho¬ 
mas’s Hofpital in the room of Mr. Waring der 
ceafed. 

Feb . 24. Mr. Henry Cline to be furgeon to 
St. Luke’s Hofpital in the room of Mr. George 
Chandler. 

March 21. Mr. Patrick Dillon to be furgeon 
to the 105th regiment of foot. 


DIED. 

Lately at Montpellier, M. Montet, an in¬ 
genious apothecary and member of the Royal 

Society 
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Society of that city. This Inftitution, by its 
charter, is incorporated with the Royal Aca¬ 
demy of Sciences at Paris, and in confequence 
of this union a paper is fent every year by the 
Montpellier Society to be inferted in the Me¬ 
moirs of the Academy. For feveral years paft 
this paper has been furnilhed by M. Montet, 
and by his will he has bequeathed the fum of 
6000 livres to the Society* the intereft of which 
is to be paid annually to the member whofe* 
paper fhall be deemed worthy of the fame dif* 
tin&ion. • 1 

1782, Sept . 23. Loft in the Centaur Man of 
War, of which he was furgeon, Mr. Jofeph 

Williamfon.-29. Of a dyfentery, aged 59 

years, Dominic Benedict Harmant, M. D. prc- 
fident of the Royal College of Phyficians at 
Nancy, and author of an ingenious treatife on 
the noxious effe&s of burning charcoal. 

OR. At Aberdeen, aged 65 years. Sir Alex¬ 
ander Gordon, baronet, profeffor of phyfic in 
King’s College, and author of a Thefts • de va- 
riolij, printed at Edinburgh in 1754. 

Dec. 9. At Plymouth, Dr. Robert Perron- 
neau, a native of South Carolina, and author of 
an ingenious Inaugural Thefts de Menjlruorum 
Prcjluvio immodico , printed at Edinburgh in 

*7 75- 
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17-75.—25. Mr. Richard Board, apothecary in 
Gracechurch-ftreet, London——30. In Fen- 
church-ftreet, Mr. Janies Frank, furgeon to 
Guy’s Hofpital, and one of the Court of Affift- 
ants of the Corporation of Surgeons, London. 
—-31. AtColchefter, Dr. Charles Hanning. 

1 783, Jan. 1. Mr. Pugh, furgeon in South¬ 
wark.—2. At his fon’s houfe in London, Mr. 
William Johnfton, formerly a furgeon and apo¬ 
thecary at Campde^ in Gloucefterlhire.-At 

Windfor, Mr. George Aylett, furgeon.—3. In 
Ranelagh-row, Pimlico, Mr. Jofeph Webb, lur- 
geon. Ill health obliged him to retire from bu- 
linefs feveral years before his death. He was the 
youngeft fon of the late Mr. Joleph Webb, who 
for thirty years was furgeon to St. Bartholomew’s 
Hofpita 1 .— 6 : Mr. Tryce, formerly an apothe¬ 
cary in Whitechapel.—7. In Great Tower ftreet, 

\ 

Mr. John Waring, furgeon to St. Thomas’s 

Hofpital.-16. In Soho-fquare, Mr. James 

Spence, fenior, dentift in ordinary to his Ma- 
jefty. - 

Feb. 3. At Coventry, Mr. John Biby Hanker, 

furgeon and man-midwife-5. Dr. Thomas 

Young, fellow of the R. C. of Phyiicians, and 
profelforof midwifery in the L T niverfity of Edin¬ 
burgh.—11. At Dunfe in Scotland, Mr. John 

Hall, 
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Hall, furgeon and apothecary.—23. In Totten- 
ham-court Road, London, Mr. John Sheldon, 
fenior, furgeon and apothecary.—24. At Dept¬ 
ford, Mr. William Troward, late furgeon of his 
M a jelly’s Dock-yard at that place. 

March 8. At Brompton, near Chatham in 
Kent, fuddenly, Mr. Gregory, furgeon and apo¬ 
thecary. 




SECTION IV. 

Quarterly Catalogue. 


I. \ N Hiftorical account of two fpecies of 

XjL Lyncoperdon. By Charles Bryant. 8vo. 
Wilkie , London, 1782. 

2. Oeconomiae Animalis DifTertatio in ufum 
Juventutis Medicas. Audtore Joanne Aikin , in 
Academia Warringtonienfi Anatomise et Chemise 
ProfelTore. i2mo. Johnfon y .London, 1782. 44 
pages. 

3. Ob&rvations on the means of preferving 
and reftoring health in the Weft: Indies. By 
-John Rollo. 8vo. Dilly, London. 1782. 2s. 

4. Candid animadverfions on Dr. Lee’s Nar¬ 
rative of a fingular Gouty cafe. To which are 
prefixed llri&ures on Royal Medical Colleges; 

like- 
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lrkewife a fummary opinion of the late diforder 
called the influenza. By W. Steven/on, M. D. 
8vo. Dilfyi London, 1782. 6d. 

5. A (hort hiftory of the Brown-tail Moth, 
with'a copper-plate, coloured from nature, re- 
prefenting the infedt in its various ftates. By 
William Curtis , author of the Flora Londinenfis. 
4to. White , London, 1782. is. 6d. 

6. Chemical Efiays, vol. iii. By Richard 
Watfony D. D. F. R. S. 8vo. Dodjley , London* 

* 1782. 4s. 

7. A Brief hiftory of the late expedition againft 
Fort St. Juan, fo far as it relates to the difeafes 
of the troops : together with' fome obfcrvationsf 
oh climate, infcdlion, and contagion; and feverat- 
of the endemial complaints of the Weft Indies. 
By Tho. Dancer , M. D. 4m. Murray , London, 
1782. 2s. 6d. 

8# Rapport fait par ordre du Gouvernement, 
fur un Memoire concernant la methode employee 
par feu M. Doulcet , Dofteur Regent de la Fa- 
culte de Medecine de Paris, l*un des medecins 
de l*Hotel Dieu j dans le traitement d’une ma» 
ladie qui attaque les femmes en coucfye, et quq 
Ton connovt fous le nom de Fievre puerperale. 

. Lft dans la feance de la Societe Rovale de Me¬ 
decine, tenue au Louvre le 6 Septembre, 1782. 
4to. Paris, 1782. 8 pages. 

Vol. IV. N° I. O 
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Our readers will find a very judicious and far' 
tisfa&ory account of this report, and of the 
eflay it relates to, by our ingenious correfpon- 
dent, Dr. Fothergill, in a former number of our 
Journal (vol. iii. p. 411). 

9. A Report, made by order of Government, 
of a Memoir, containing a new, eafy, and fuc- 
cefsful method of treating the Child-bed or Pu¬ 
erperal fever, made ufe of by the late M. Doui- 
cet , Dottor Regent of the Faculty at Paris, and 
one of the phyficians of the Hotel-Dieu, read at 0 
a meeting of the Royal Medical Society, held at 
the Louvre, the 6th of September 1782. Tranf- 
lated from the French. To which are added 
notes, containing a view of the nature and caufes 
of this alarming and fatal difeafe. YHy John 
Whitehead , M. D. Member of the Royal Col¬ 
lege of Phyficians, London, and Phyfician to 
the London Difpenfary. Large 8vo. Ditty > Lon-' 
don, 1783. 40 pages, is. 

We have here an accurate tranflation of the 
preceding article, with a preface by the tranfiator, 
and a confiderable number of ufeful and intereft- 
ing notes. Another Englilh tranflation of the 
fame piece (without notes) has been publifhed 
by Dr. N. Maillard, in 42 pages, 8Vo. price 
is. 6d. 

10. - 
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10. Obfervationum botanicarum fpecimen. 
Auftore G. IV. F. Panzero y M. D. 8vo. Nu¬ 
remberg, 1782. 56 pages. 

11. Traitement de la maladie miliaire epi- 
demique et contagieufe qui regne a Caftelnau- 
daryj i. e. Treatment of the epidemic and con* 
tagious miliary fever that prevails at Caftel- 

' naudarv. 8vo. Touloufe, 1782. 8 pages. 

12. Memoire de meflieurs les medecins de 

* Caftelnaudary, Souze, Carcaffonne, and Mont¬ 
real, concernant la maladie qui regne a&uelle- 
ment a Caftelnaudary: i. e. Memorial of the 
phyficians of Caftelnaudary, &c. concerning 
the difeafe now prevalent at Caftelnaudary. 4to. 
Touloufe, 1782. 8 pages. 

13. Methode pour le traitement de la fievre 
eruptive miliaire qu luette miliaire: i. e. Me¬ 
thod of treating the eruptive or fweati'ng miliary 
fever. By M. Gallet DupleJJis , phyfician at Car- 
caffonne. 8vo. Touloufe, 1782. 

14. Traitement de la fievre miliaire epi- 
demique a Touloufe fur la fin de Mai 1782-, 
i. e. Treatment of the miliary fever which pre¬ 
vailed epidemically at Touloufe towards the 

- end of May 1782. 8vo, Touloufe, 1782. 
8 page*. 

O 2 15. Re- 
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15. -Reflexions fur la nature, et le traitement 
de la maladie q,ui regne dans le Haut Languedoc. 
i. e. Reflexions on the nature and treatment of 
the diforder that prevails in Upper Languedoc. 
Read at the Royal Medical Society, June 4, 
1782. 4to. Paris, 1782. 

16. De Refina Elaftica Cajennenfi. Audore 
A. Juliana. Svo. Utrecht, 1781. 72 pages. 

We have here an account of a great number 
of experiments made with this refinous fubftance. 
A piece of it, two inches long and weighing only 
fourteen grains, fupported a weight of nine 
pounds and three quarters. The piece ft retched 
to the length of eight inches and did not break, 
till another quarter of a pound was added. Spi¬ 
rit of wine difiolved only a very fmall quantity 
of it, but very concentrated oil of vitriol feemed 
to diflolve it intirely, as likewife did vitriolic" 
aether. The thin oil that it yields by diftillation 
inflamed with fmoaking fpirit of nitre. When a 
folution of it in this acid was fuperfaturated with 
alkali, the folution became of a bright red colour 
and was eafily diluted with water. A long con¬ 
tinued heat was required to diflolve it in linfeed, 
s almond, or olive oil; and a long boiling when 
any of the eflential oils was employed. Caftor 
oil did not feem to ad upon it. Among other 

-men- 
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menftrua for this fubftance the author {peaks of 
a new balfam produced at Surinam by a tree 
called koupa. 

17. Raccolta di opufculi Fifico-medici. i. -e. 
A collection of Phyfico-medical eflays, vol. 22d. 
Florence.. 12mo. 1780. 358 pages. 

This work, the editor of which is Dr. Tar- 
gioni, is now refumed again, after an interrup¬ 
tion of two years. Among other papers in the 
prefent volume are the following : 1. An efifay 
to prove that Phthifis is not a contagious difeafe, 
by Dr. Caftellani of Mantua; 2. A hiftory of an 
habitual colic cured by the ufe of coffee, by Dr. 
JohnBaptift Derinch; 3. An effay on the means 
of reftoring drowned perfons, by a member of 
the academy at Mantua; 4. An account of a 
goat with two heads, by Dr. Dominico Caranio, 
profefior of phyfic at Cantiano 5 5. An account 
of the Oleum Ricini, prefented to the Medico- 
botanical Society at Florence, by Dr. Matthew 
Mederer, Profefior of Phyfic and Surgery. 

18. Hiftoire de la Societe Royale des Sciences 
etablie a Montpellier, avec les Memoires de 
Mathematique et de Phyfique, tires des Regiftres 
de cette Societe. i. e. Hiftory of the Royal So¬ 
ciety of Sciences at Montpellier, with the Ma¬ 
thematical and Philofophical Memoirs, taken 

from 
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from the Regifters of tliat Society. Vol. II. 4to. 
Montpellier, 1781. 742 pages. 

The firft volume of this work appeared in 
1766. This fecond volume brings it down to 
the year 1775. The hiftorical part contains a 
great number of detached obfervations, the whole 
of which it was not thought right to publifli. 
There are likewife nine eulogies, and among them 
that of the late M. Chirac. 

19. Uber die behandlung der Gonorrhee. i. e. 
On the Treatment of the Gonorrhoea. 8vo. Augf- 
burg, 1781. 80 pages. 

This anonymous writer throws no new light 
on the difeafe. • 

20. Geffimdheifs Katechifmus fur das land- 
volk. i. e. Catechjfm of Health for the ule of 
country people. By A. Senfft , M. D. and Prof. 
atWurtzburg, 8vo. Berlin, 1781. 564 pages. 

21. Della Condizione de medici preffq gli an¬ 
tichi. i. e. Of the condition of phyficians among 
the ancients. By John Renvenuti , M. D. 8vo. 
Peroufa, 1780. 

The author endeavours to prove, that phyfic, 
fo far from having been left 4 to flaves, as Dr. Mid¬ 
dleton and others have contended, was always 
held in the higheft efteem by the Egyptians, 
Greeks, and Romans. 

22. Saggia 
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22. Saggio dell’ Iftoria Erbaria dcgl* Alpi di 
Piftoja, Modena, e Lucca; con nuove offervazi- 
oni botaniche e mediche. i. e. Specimen of the 
Botanic hiftory of the Alps of Piftoja, Modena, 
and Lucca, with new botanic and medical-obfer- 

* a . ' ' 1 

vations. By P. D. Fitlgenzio Vitman , Regius Pro- 
feflor of Botany in the Univerfity of Pavia. 8vo. 
Pavia. 

23. Von demDrehen der Schafe und dem Bla- 
fenbandwurme im Gehirne derfelben, als der 
urfache diefer Krankheit. i. e. Gf the vertigo of 
fheep, and of the Fania hydatigena in the brain 
of fheep as a caufe of that difeafe. By Nathaniel 
Godfrey Lejke . 8vo. Leipfic, with a copper 
plate. 

In difie&ing fheep that died of this difeafe our 
author conftantly found one or more hydatids in 
different parts of the brain, to which adhered a 
fpecies of worm fimilar to thofe which Tyfon has 
named Lumbrid hydrofid , and Pallas Ftenia by* 
datigena , but differing from them in this, that 
in the taeniae of the brain, which our author calls 
Multidpitesy feveral bodies and heads of a worm 
are found adhering to one hydatid, whereas in 
the others each worm has a diftindt veficle. 

24. Gefchickte der Wiffenfchafften in cjer 
Mark Brandenburg, &c, e. Hiftory of the 

Sciences 
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Sciences in the Marquifate of Brandenburg, par¬ 
ticularly of Phyfic, from the mofl remote period 
to the end of the 16th century. By J. C. W. 

Mochfen , M. D. Phyfician to the King of Pruffia. 
8vo. Berlin, 1782. 

25. Anitierkungen uber die viehfuchen inOef- 
tCrreuk. i. e. Remarks on the difeafes of cattle 
in Auftria. By John Woljlein, M. D. Profeffor 
of Veterinary Phyfic at Vienna, 1781. ■ 

26; Remarques fur ks fieVrtfs etf general, eten 

particulier fur celles de 1-automne 1781 et 1782,' 
&c. r. t. Remarks on fevers in general, and par¬ 
ticularly on thofe of the autumns of 1781 and 
1782, addreflfed in the form of a letter to M. 
Colombier, of the Faculty of Phyfic at Paris* By 
M. Daignan, firft phyfician to the army in Brit¬ 
tany. 8vo. Paris, 1783. 62 pages. 

27. Cerebri Nervorumque Hiftoria corporis 
humani anatome repetita cum duabus tabulis: 
Au&ore Joanne Gottlobio Haafio , Mcdicinse Pro- 
feffore publico extraordinario. 8vo. Leipfic, 
1781. 134 pages. 

28. Differtatio Inauguralis de Filicum fru&i- 
catione. Audtore Joanne Antonio Lammerfdorf. 
4to. Gotcings, 1782. 
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SECTION I. 

BOOKS. 

I. Obfervations on the Jlrnfiure and functions of 
the nervous fyjiem , illuftrated with tables. By 
Alexander Monro, M. N. Prejideni of the 
Royal College of Phyficians , and prcfejjor of 
phyfic , anatomy and furgery in the Univerfity of 
Edinburgh. Folio , Creech, Edinb. John ion, 

London, 1783. 104 pages, with 47 copper¬ 
plates* 2I. 12s. 6d. in boards. 

• -4 

• ' 4 

S O long ago as the year tyy 9, our curio- 
fity was greatly excited by an account pub- 
lilhed in the Edinburgh Medical Commentaries, 
of the difeoveries of the learned profefior Monro, 
relative to the ftrufture of the nerves. In that 
account we were told, that the brain and nerves 
.Vol. IV. N a II. P were 
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were found to be compofed not of fttaighf 
fibres, as had till then been imagined, but of 
convoluted fibres, nearly y-L- part of an inch 
in diameter, and which did not appear to be 
hollow, but folid. It was added alfo, that the 
profefior, afiifted by his microfcope, had dif- 
covered throughout the whole vegetable and mi¬ 
neral kingdoms, a fyftem of convoluted fibres 
in every refpeft analogous to the nerves of 
animals. But in the work now before us, the 
learned author very candidly acknowledges, that 
when he had extended his obfervations not only 
to the vegetable, but to the mineral kingdom, 
and more coolly and carefully confidered every 
circumftance, he began to fufpeft fome optical 
deception. When he examined melted wax, he 
faw no fuch appearance; but at the very in- 
ftant of their becoming fomewhat opake by cool¬ 
ing, he faw the mafs fhoot into ferpentine fibres. 
In like manner all the metals when melted and 
allowed to cool feemed to be compofed of fuch 
fibres. But it having been fuggefted to him, by 
one of his friends, to compare gold, beaten into 
exceedingly thin leaves, with gold melted and 
cooled again, he found no difference in their ap¬ 
pearance; whereas if the gold really confided 
of ferpentine fibres, thefe by the heating, fhould 

have 



have become broader, and, of courfe, ftiould 
have appeared larger a’nd lefs numerous in the 
fame fpace. Again, he found that tallow, or 
any other foft fubftance, had the fame appear¬ 
ance, after being fpread, with a knife, upon a 
plate of glafs, as when, after being melted, it 
was allowed to cool upon the glafs. Yet al¬ 
though, after being melted and cooled upon the 
plafs, it had lhot into ferpentine fibres, in the 
fame manner as falts fhoot into chryftals, the 
figures of thefe ftiould have been deftroyed, or 
altered, by the mechanical preffure of the 
knife, 

* 

Pr. Monro fufpecls that this deception, pro¬ 
duced by the microfcope, has milled other ana- 
tomifts, particularly the late Mr. Hewfon and 
Mr. Falconer. The latter in his Experimental 
Enquiries, plate iv. fig. 4. has delineated cells, 
fuch as are faid to exift in the lymphatic glands, 
which cells, our author apprehends, will be 
found to exift only in the microfcope. As a deci - 
five proof that a miftake was committed by 
thefi: authors about the fpleen, he adds, that 
in fig. 2. of the fame plate, the veficles of the 
red particles of the blood, viewed through a 
lens of one twenty-third of an inch focus, are 
delineated nearly double the diameter of the 

P 2 cells 
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cells of the fpleen, though viewed by a lens one 
fiftieth of an inch focus; fo that one vtficle of 
the blood is reprefented by Mr. Falconer him- 
felf above fixty times the fize of one of the cells 
of the fpleen, within which, he teaches, it was 
contained and formed. 

Of the tables, which compofe a principal part 
of the work before us, we fhall not attempt to 
give a dcfcription. That they are correct re- 
prefentatior.s of the appearances they are in¬ 
tended to delineate, we can have no doubt, from 
the knowledge we have of the great accuracy 
and (kill of the learned author in every thing that 
relates to anatomical fcience. We (hall there¬ 
fore confine ourfelves to his obfervations, fe- 
lefting, for the information of our readers, fuch 
as fecm to be the moft interefting, and follow¬ 
ing the order of the chapters into which the 
work is divided. 

Circulation of the blood within the head —It has 
been remarked by different writers, that the 
force of the blood fent to the head is broken by 
its afcent; by the angles at the rife of the inter¬ 
nal carotid and vertebral arteries; by the turns 
which thefe*make in their courfe; and by the 
uncommonly great proportion which the fum of 
^he areae of the branches bears to the area of the 

trunk. 
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trunk. But this intention of nature—Dr. Monro 
©bferves—appears more evidently in the rumi¬ 
nating quadrupeds ; for he finds that in them a 
fubftance conne&ed with the internal carotid 
artery, by Galen named Refe mirabile and by 
Helfter Plexus vaforum et fibrarum ufus incogntti , 
confills entirely of a divifion of that artery into 
fmaller ferpentine branches, which are after¬ 
wards collected, at the fide of the fella turcica 
into a trunk that is divided as ,iji man. This 
plexus, in a foetus 03If, is the fubjed: of the 
firft plate. 

This appearance in ruminant animals has not 
pafied unnoticed by Haller, who was aware that 
jt is formed folely by the ramifications of the 
carotid, as the reader will fee by turning to his 
fLlcm. Phyf. lib. x. fed. 5. where he defcribes it 
as being “ verum arteriarum ramofarum inter- 
<e textarum plexum, in quas carotis refol- 
“ vatur.” / 

Dr. Monro obferves, that Keil and others by 
comparing the areas of the internal carotid and 
. vertebral arteries with the area of the trunk of 
the defcending aorta, inftead of comparing them 
with limilar branches fent off from that trunk, 
have fallen into a miltake with regard to the 
proportion of blood circulated in the head. 

They 
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They have calculated it to be about one-fifth, 
but our author fuppofes it not to exceed one- 
tenth of the whole mafs. He prefents us with 
fome judicious obfervations on the ufes of the 
fipufes of the brain, and relates an experiment 
to prove that in animals killed by hanging, death 
is not, as Petit has fuppofed, owing chiefly to 
the preffure on the vefiels of the brain, but that 
it depends on the ftoppage of refpiration, After 
cutting a hole in the trachea of a dog, the animal 
was fufpended by a rope fixed round his neck 
above the hole, for three quarters of an hour, 
without depriving him of fenfe or motion *, but 
when he was afterwards fufpended with the rope 
below the hole, for a quarter of an hour, he be¬ 
came infenfible and did not recover. 

« 

' Of the membranes of the brain —Dr. Monro 
obferves, that there are fewer veflels difperfed 
within the ventricles than upon the furface of 
the brain. 

Of the communication of the ventricles of the 
encephalon with each other —T he communication 
of the lateral ventricles with each other has never 
been clearly afeertained, and has been doubted 
by fome of the moft refpe&able modem anato- 
mifts. Such a communication, however, is here 
pointed out by the learned profelTor, and deli¬ 
neated 
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neated in his 2d, 3d, and 4th tables. It is de- 
fcribed as a hole large enough to admit a goofe 
quill, fituated under the fore part of the fornix. 
He obferves, that the choroid plexufes of the 
lateral ventricles are connected together by a 
broad vafcular membrane, which adheres clofely 
to the fornix above, and to the thalami ner¬ 
vorum opticorum below, covering and fhutting 
the hole called anus, fo as to prevent the lateral 
ventricles from communicating with each other, 
or with the third ventricle, at any place but that 
juft now defcribed. 

Our author denies that the bottom of the 
fourth ventricle has any fuch communication 
■with the cavity of the lpinal marrow, as Haller 
fuppofed, it being completely ftiut by its choroid 
plexus and pia mater. He has obferved in the 
bodies of every one of fifteen children who died 
from internal hydrocephalus, that all the ven¬ 
tricles were diftended; that on cutting into one 
of the lateral ventricles, all the ventricles were 
emptied, but that in none of them, water was 
contained in the cavity of the fpinal marrow, 
or between its pia and dura mater. 

Of the abforbent vejfcls of the encephalon , and of v 
the infundibulum , and glandula pituitaria —Al¬ 
though lymphatics have pever yet been demon- 

ftrated 



[ 120 ] 


ftfated i h ,the brain of man or quadrupeds, the 
learned author thinks there is no juft ground 
for doubting of their exiftence. He is convinced 
by repeated experiments that the infundibulum 
' is a hollow membranous tube, painted with many 
veffels. He quotes Haller among the authors 
who have doubted of the hollownefs of this part^ 
but the doubts of that celebrated writer, on this 
fubjed, expreffed in the firft edition of his Phy- 
fiology, printed in 1762, were removed before 
the publication of his laft edition of the famt 
work in 1778, for in the latter (lib. x. fed. 1.) 
he fays, “ Cl. Profeffor Upfalienfis J. Ad. Mur- 
“ ray nuper fummo ftudio in hanc infundibuli 
« caveam inquifivit; reperit pia membrana fieri 
“ et arachnoidea, et interpofita cellulofitate j 
M defeendendo fieri graciliorem, inde iterum 
« latefcere •, cavum porro et glacie manifefto re- 
“ pleri, celluloid textu carens. Dividi demum 
« in duos ramos, quorum quilibet fuum glan- 
“ dulse pituitarias lobum adeat. Cum ifto adeo 
« viro, qui peculiari labore in hanc inquifitionem 
“ incubuerit , putaverim nos ft are deb ere , ut infun- 
« dibulum nomen fuum mereatur cavumque fit 
—In different tables Dr. Monro has delineated 
the infundibulum as it appears in man, the 
iheep, and the ox.—He conjectures that the 

glan- 



[ 121 J 

glandula pituitaria performs an office fimilar to 
, that of a conglobate gland. 

Of the ufe of the ventricles of the encephalon — 
To the conjectures propofed by authors, few of 
which are fatisfaCtory, the learned Profeflor only 
adds, that the ventricles ferve to increafe the 
furface of the pia mater. 

Of the cineritious and medullary fubftance of the 

brain -The moft fuccefsful injection, we are 

told, is far from (hewing, as Ruyfch and others 
have pretended, that the cineritious fubftance of 
the brain is entirely compofed of veflels. Dr. 
Monro, however, has not in any animal, ob- 
ferved in it regularly fhaped bodies which might 
be fuppofed glandular. A great deal of cine¬ 
ritious matter is to be found inclofed within the 
medulla. In the middle fubftance of the brain - 
and cerebellum, and even within the crura ce¬ 
rebri and cerebelli, or the tuber annulare & 
medulla oblongata, which are generally confi- 
dered as pure medullary cords, he has found a 
great quantity of cineritious matter, into which 
after a good injection many veflels were feen to 
penetrate. He conjectures, that the numerous 
veflels which penetrate the medulla may ferve, 
among, other ufes, to fupply the deep-feated 
cineritious matter, and alfo that in cafes of lofs 
Vpt,. IV. N* II. - of 





[ *** ] 


of fubftance 6f the cortex by wounds or other- 
wife, the vefiels which run from within, out¬ 
wards, may not only furnifh matter to nourifh 
the deep parts, but alfo to fupply the lofs of the 
fuperficial, in the fame manner as when a bone 
has exfoliated, the inner parts live, and the outer 
are, perhaps, in part fupplicd by the vefiels 
which run from the canal of the marrow, out¬ 
wards. 

Of • tbs fuppofed origin or formation of the 
nerves —Haller and others have fuppofed, that 
the whole medullary fubftance of the brain is 
employed in the formation of the nerves of the 
head, and of the fpinal marrow. On thefe points 
Dr. Monro very ingenioufly obferves, that many 
medullary fibres of the brain appear, from their 
tranfverfe dire&ion (delineated in his 5th and 7th 
tables) better calculated to conned! the different 
Tides and different parts of the brain to e .ch other, 
than tc conned! the brain to the nerves—that fifties 
and other animals with very fmall brains, feel as 
accurately, and exercife their mufcles as violently 
as the other clafies of animals in which the brain 
is proportionally much larger y that the brain of 
a man is, in proportion to his weight, 24 times 
heavier than that of an ox, and yet the nerves 
of the latter are, in their fize, proportioned to 

the 
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the bulk of his mufcles, a-nd thofe of the or* 
gans of his fenfes, as of the eye and nofe, are 
proportioned to the extent of thefe organs, the 
olfaCtory nerve of an ox, for example, being 
many times larger than that of a man. Hence 
fie is led to confider the brain as a medium 
between the mind and the reft of the bodv of 

4 

the animal * by the intervention of the machi¬ 
nery of which the intellectual powers are in* 
fluenced in a way we neither do, nor, probably, 
ever fhall be able to comprehend ; and that, in 
man efpecially, a fmall part only of it is length¬ 
ened out fo as to give origin to the nerves. He 
even doubts whether inftead of confidering the 
brain as the origin of the nerves, we ought not 
to confider it merely as connected with the 
nerves. He relates fomc faCts, which feem to 
Ihew that the nerves may exift independent of 
the brain. 

Of the ftrutture of the fpiml marrow^Wt 
here meet with feveral curious anatomical re¬ 
marks. An accurate defeription and engraving 
are given of the ligamentum denticulatum. Dr, 
Monro finds that the right and left fides of the 
fpinal marrow are kfs intimately connected than 
what has been commonly imagined. This cir- 

a cumftaace, 
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-cumftance, he thinks, explains the caufe of he¬ 
miplegia. 

Of the pi a mater , the colour and texture of the 
nerves —The nerves have been generally con- 
fidered as a continuation of the medullary fub- 
ttance of the brain and cerebellum, but the 
learned author finds, that* with a few excep¬ 
tions, particularly of the optic nerves and portio 
mollis of the auditory, they are all of a browner 
colour than the medullary fubftance, their pia 
mater feeming to furnilh a quantity of cineri- 
tious matter. This circumftance, we are told, 
is more obfervable in the nerves of the fpinal 
marrow, than in thofe of the head. 

Of the appearance of the nerves in their courfe , 
and particularly of their folds and joints —Dr. 
Monro has found that in any of the four clafies 
of large animals, the nerves, when viewed care¬ 
fully with a common magnifying glafs, appear 
to confift of a femipellucid fubftance, in which 
a more white and opaque fibrous looking matter 
l'eems to be difpofed in tranfverfe and ferpentine 
lines. This appearance is the fubjedt of different 
figures in his 13th table. Thefe fpiral fibres, 
which are belt feen when the nerve is fully re¬ 
laxed, are confidered by our author as folds of 
joints in the nerve, ferving to accommodate it 
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to the different ftates of flexion and extenfion.’ 
Asa proof that this is their chief ufe, he ob- 
ierves, that the tendons of all animals, in their 
relaxed ftate, have a fimilar appearance. Thefe 
joints, we are told, are nearly as numerous and as 
diftindt in the nerves within the head as in the 
nerves of the mufcles. The fpinal marrow like- 
wife, it feems, has a number of tranfverfe fur¬ 
rows, which evidently ferve the purpofe of joints 
or folds. 

Of the -plexufes of nerves —In the plexufes, our 
author has found, that the fibres of the different 
trunks are intermixed, and every nerve under 
the plexus confifts of fibres of all the nerves, 
which were tied together above its origin frorn 
the plexus. This ftrudture is delineated in the 
15th, 16th, and 17th tables. 

Of the connexion of nerves which run in oppojite 
directions , fo as to be joined by their fmall branches 
—The mod remarkable connection of this kind, 
we are told, is in the human face, where the 

t 

portio dura of the auditory nerve is joined to the 
fecond and third branches of the fifth pair of 
nerves. This is the fubjedt of the 19th table. 

Of the connection of the fever a! cords which com- 
pofe each of the nerves —The author has obferved, 
that in the whole extent of the nervous fyftem, 
' the 
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the fubordinate cords, of which the particular 
• nerves confift, form within their proper Sheaths a 
fucceflion of plexufes, in which their fibrils are 
intermixed and combined again, in nearly the 
fame manner as in the axillary plexus. This is 
delineated in the 18th table. 

Of the external covering of the trunks of the 
nerves , and of the cords of the funiculi of which 
they confift —Zinn, and after him Haller and 
others, have contended, that the dura mater does 
not accompany the nerves in their courle, but 
that their external coat is merely a tough cellular 
-fubftance. Rut Dr. Monro* doubts whether this 
opinion is well founded. He obferves, that the 
outer covering of the nerves in their courfe 
agrees with the dura mater in its toughnefs, co¬ 
lour, and fibrous texture, and probably in its 
properties, and that it cannot, as Zinn repre- 
ients, be readily difiolved into cellular threads. 
He obferves, that in the greater number of 
nerves the funiculi or fmaller cords have a fimt- 
iar tough, denfe, fibrous coat, and within it a 
thin vafcular pia mater. 

Of the ganglia of the nerves —The ganglia of 
the fpinal nerves are deferibed by authors as be¬ 
ing formed after the anterior and poilerior falci- 
culi of nervous fibres from the medulla fpinalis 
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are united ; fo that every nervous fibre fr6m the 
fpinal marrow is fuppofed to pafs through a 
ganglion. But Dr. Monro has obferved, that' 
the pofterior fafciculus only of the fpinal nerves 
enters into the ganglionand that preceding ana* 
tomifts have been deceived by not having flit , 
open the external coat of thefe nerves. One 
half, therefore, of all the nerves of the mufcular 
organs of the trunk of the body, and one half 
of the nerves of the arms and legs, do not pafs 
through ganglia. 

Our author finds, that the nervous threads in 
ganglia are intermixed ; and, having obferved 
that the yellowifh or brownilh matter of ganglia 
has numerous veflels conveying red blood dif- 
perfed upon it, and that its colour, efpecially in 
man, very mudh refembles that of the cortical 
iubfiancc of the brain, he is led to confider the 
ganglia as fources of nervous matter and energy. 
As to the greater hardnefs of the ganglia than 
of the cortical iubftanre, which, to Dr. Meckel, 
has appeared to afford fufficient reafon for deny¬ 
ing that they ferve for fecretion, this, our author 
apprehends, will evidently appear necefiary to 
defend them from external violence, mufcular 
preffure, &c. Upon the whole, he thinks it 
appears (hat all the nerves which iflue from 
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ganglia are formed by a combination of threads 
from many fources •, and that* the nerves in their 
paffage through a ganglion feem to receive new 
energy from the vafcular matter of the ganglion. 
This he fuppofes to be the reafon why ganglia 
are molt numerous in the nerves of organs of 
chief importance ; as in thofe of the heart or of 
the inteftinal tube. The ftrudture and appear¬ 
ance of ganglia in different animals is illuftrated 
by different figures in the 20th, 21ft, 22d, and 
23d tables. 

Of fphercidal bodies which, in fome animals, 
make a part of the nervous fyftem —Thefe appear¬ 
ances, which are obfervable, it feems only in 
fifties of the genus Gadus of Linnaeus, viz. in 
the cod, whiting, and haddock, are delineated 
in the 32d, 33d, and 34th plates. The learned 
author does not venture to hazayd any conjedture 
concerning their ufe. At firft he luppofed they 
might fupply the place of ganglia, which he 
found wanting at the roots of their fpinal nerves: 
but in other fifties, he obferves, there feems to 
be a fimilar defedt of fuch ganglia. 

Of fome principal nerves which have not been 
properly traced by authors —Zinn and Haller have 
defcribed the olfadtory nerves, as being fo foft 
and fo fuddenly diffufed upon the membrane of 
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the nofe, that it is impoffible to. trace them dif- 
tindlly by difiedtion. But our author affirms, 
that even in the human fubjedt hf has been able 
to trace them a great way within the nofe. In 
the ffieep and ox, it feems, thefe nerves are 
hollow. 

Dr. Monro obferves, that the retina ends 
abruptly, like the edge of a tea-cup, fomewhat 
farther back in the eye than the ciliary circle, fo 
that it covers that part only of the bottom of 
the eye, on which the pidtures of objedts can be 
diftindlly painted.—He corredls an error in Mec¬ 
kel’s treadle on the 5th pair of nerves, where 
the trunk of the internal carotid is reprefented as 
palling between the fecond and third branches of 
that nerve, inftead of the inner fide of both.— 
He has been able to trace the nerves of the teeth, 
and obferves, that in a child at birth their feve- 
ral branches can be plainly ffiown, firft connedt- 
ed fo as to form a plexus, and after that enter¬ 
ing the pulp of the tooth. Other branches, he 
adds, pafs between the teeth to the gums. 

On difiedting the nerves of the human larynx, 
our author has found that the recurrent and fu- 
perior laryngeal nerves form a plexus, and that ' 
the mufcles of the larynx receive branches from 
each of thofe nerves. This explains why the 
Yql. IV. N° II. R voice 
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voice is not entirely loft by dividing the recur¬ 
rent nerves. 

Haller has denied that any nerve can be traced 
into the ligament of a joint, but Dr. Monro finds 
that the ligament of the wrift receives a branch 
from the mufcular fpiral nerve of the arm.—He 
is of opinion, that the chorda tympani is form¬ 
ed by the fecond branch of the fifth pair, as well 
as by the portio dura of the fcventh.— Laftly, 
he has traced the progrefs and termination of 
the portio mollis of the feventh pair in the 
cochlea of the human ear. 

Of the appearance of the nerves viewed with a mi - 
crofcope —This chapter relates to the microfcopic 
deception mentioned at the beginning of this 
article. The appearances exhibited by different 
fubftances, animal, vegetable, and mineral, when 
viewed through a microfcope of great magnify¬ 
ing power, are delineated in ten different tables. 
Thefe plates were probably finifhed before the 
author had found out his miftake, otherwife, we 
prefume, a fingle engraving would have been 
thought fufficient for the purpofe of illuftrating 
this optical illufion. 

Of the nature of the energy of the nerves —This, 
and the remaining chapters, are almoft entirely 
phyfiological. The learned profeffor thinks we 
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are far from poffefiing pofitive arguments that 
the nerves operate by the medium of an electri¬ 
cal fluid. On the other hand, he oblerves, that 
the effeCts of compreflion on the nerves of a 
found animal, and the experiment of producing 
repeated contractions of a mufcle by prefling its 
nerve, after cutting it acrofs, feem to indicate 
that the energy depends on matter capable of 
being affeCted by Ample preflure. 

Whether the nerves convey the ncurijhment to 
our organs —A variety of ingenious arguments 
are offered to prove, i. That the arteries pre¬ 
pare and direCtly fecrete the nourifhment in all 
our organs. 2. That the nerves do not contain 
or conduCt the nourifhment, but by enabling 
the arteries to act properly, contribute indireCtly 
to nutrition. 

Offenfation —Dr. Monro conjectures that ani¬ 
mals pofiefs two kinds of feeling, one with and 
another without confcioufnefs; the latter per¬ 
haps refembling that kind of fenfation which wc 
muff fuppofe inherent in vegetables. 

Of the termination of the nerves in the mufcular 
organs \ and whether mufcles pojfefs a vis infita 
different from the vis nervea —As proofs that 
mufcles or mufcular fibres feem to be organs 
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fuigeneris, not produced by the nerves, as forrie 
writers have fuppofed, but merely influenced by 
the energy they convey, the learned author ob- 
ferves, i. That mufcular fibres have confidera- 
ble ftrength and toughnefs, whereas the nerves 
are pulpy and foft. 2. That the matter which 
we .know to be medullary or nervous does not 
appear to be endowed with the power of con¬ 
trafling when irritated. 3. That as the nerves 
confift: of threads laid parallel to each other, 
and which do not, like the blood vefiels, divide 
into branches, it feems impoflible to conceive 
that a fmall nerve can form a large mafs of flefh *, 
and laftly, that if the mufcles were formed by 
the extremity of the nerves, they fhould fhrink 
very remarkably on cutting the nerves, inftead 
of which, he obferved no fenfible alteration in 
the mufcles of the thigh and leg of a frog up¬ 
wards of a year after he had cut acrofs its fpinal 
marrow or fciatic nerves. 

As he has found from experiments, that the 
fuppofed vis infita of mufcles is deftroyed or ex¬ 
cited by the fame means as the vis nervea, he 
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thinks it feems clearly to follow, that there is 
no juft ground for fuppofing that any other 
principle, than the latter, produces the contrac¬ 
tion of a mufcle. If it fhould be objefted that 
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the mufcles, when irritated, pofiefs fome degree 
of vibration many days after their nerves have 
been cut, he thinks this may be explained by 
attending to the fadts formerly mentioned, with 
the view of proving that the nerves, in their 
whole courfe, refemble the brain in ftrudture, 
and as they proceed receive an addition of ner¬ 
vous energy. 

Of the manner and caufes of the aflicns of 
mufcles —Many ingenious arguments are offered 
to prove that mufcular adtion cannot be ac¬ 
counted for on the yet known principles of me- 
chanifm, and that the mufcular fibre varies 
its operation, according to the purpofe to be 
ferved. That, for inftance, when a mufcular 
fibre is pundtured, it vibrates, which is the fittefl 
means of throwing off the offending caufe; that 
the alimentary canal, adled on gently by the 
food, performs a very complex periftaltic mo¬ 
tion ; that the abdominal mufcles adt flowly and 
fteadily in expelling the contents of the redtum, 
but fuddenly and convulfively in vomiting; and 
that the bladder of urine, from which there is a 
fmall outlet, performs a flow and uniform con- 
tradtion in difcharging its contents; whilft: the 
heart contradls with a jerk. 
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The Stahlians have fuppofed that our mind, 
intimately acquainted with the texture of the 
body, reafons upon, and thereafter performs the 
feveral aftions. On the other hand Dr. Whytt, 
who confidtrs the mind as the agent, denies 
that it underftands the texture of the body, 
and, therefore, makes a conclufion, not very 
intelligible, that the mind is necejfitated to aft in 
certain ways. But our author obferves, that 
unlefs we fuppofe the mind to poflefs powers of 
which it has no confcioufnefs, thefe aftions can¬ 
not be alledgcd to be direfted by it; and far¬ 
ther, that unlefs we confider the mind as an in¬ 
telligent being, pofiefling innate knowledge, or 
far more knowledge than it could have acquired 
by experience, we muft refer thefe operations to 
fome higher fource. The author therefore con¬ 
cludes with obferving, that when we refleft on 
the various effefts of what has been commonly 
called the inftinft of animals, it feems to ap¬ 
pear, “that the moft juft as well as the moft 
“ becoming conclufion we can draw, is, that 
“ the power which created all things, which 
“ gave life to animals and motion to the hea- 
“ venly bodies, continues to aft upon, and to 
“ maintain all, by the unceafing influence of a 
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“ living principle pervading the univerfe, the 
“ nature of which our faculties are incapable of 
“ duly comprehending.” 


II. An EJfay on Laborious Parturition: in which 
the divifion of the Symphyfis Pubis is -particu¬ 
larly conftdered. By William Ofborn, M. D. 
Phyfician and Man-midwife to the General 
Lying-in Hofpital , in Stcre-Jireet, and LeElurer 
on Midwifery in London , 8vo. Cadell, London . 
1783. 271 pages. 

T H E operation, which is the chief fubjefb 
of this effay, has never been performed 
in this country, though on the event of a fingle 
pafe, the fuccefs of which appears to have been 
very problematical, it was recommended in the 
higheft terms of applaufe by the college of phy- 
fipians at Paris. Jf the advantages to be derived 
from the operation are really fo important as 
we have been taught to believe, it was incum¬ 
bent on the pra&itioners of midwifery in Britain , 
to afiign their reafons why they did not adopt 
the practice. If there was reafon to prefume 
that the operation had been unneceffarily per¬ 
formed, or that it was inferior in real utility to 
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thofe before practifed; or if there were any, 
proofs that falfe conclufions had been made from 
cafes unfairly dated, thofe reafons and proofs 
ftiould be rendered as public as podible, to 
deter the enterprizing from an operation which 
was fo far from deferving commendation, that, 
if admitted into common practice, we had to 
dread the mod deplorable confequences from it. 
With both thefe views Dr. Olborn has with great 
ability and candour given a full date of all that 
has been faid upon this fubjedt, and has proved 
that the operation is not only ufelefs but perni¬ 
cious. 

The introduction our author employs, in 
proving the necefiity of edablifhing midwifery 
as an art, from the peculiarities of the human 
condruflion. He refcues that branch of the 
profedion from the fevere and unmerited cen, 
fures which witty, defigning, or unindrudted 
men have endeavoured to cad upon it. Thefe 
cenfures he proves to be groundlefs, and that- 
the art of midwifery is equally necedary and 
ufeful with any other part of phylic. This fub¬ 
jedt is managed with great drength of reafoning 
and accuracy of judgment, but we are of opi¬ 
nion, that the confideration of fome other pro- 
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cefics of the conftitution, the irregularity of or 
inability to perform which are the objedts of 
medical attention, would have afforded a very 
good illuftration, if not a powerful argument 
in favour of our author’s pofition. With the' 
interefted difputes of the profeflion, fociety is 
not concerned, but it feems to be allowed, that 
either no affiftance is required at the time of 
parturition, or that afliftance fliould be given 
with fkill and judgment. We likewife under- 
ftand in the introduction, that the author means 
to confine his obfervations to that kind of labo¬ 
rious parturition, which is occafioned by the 
diftortion of the pelvis , and to that degree which 
has been lately fuppofed to require the fection 
of the fymphyfis of the ofia pubis. 

The work itfelf is divided into two chapters, 
and each of thele into fedtions. We lhall have 
a perfedt view of the manner in which the fub- 
jedt is confidered by recapitulating the principal 
contents of each fedlion, in a concile manner, 
as the nature of our work requires, yet lb as 
to enable the reader to form his own opinion. 

In the firft fedtion, the advantages arifing 
from the incomplete ofiification of the head of 
the child, at the time of birth, are confidered. 
This Dr. Ofborn fuppofes to be equal to all 
Yoi,. IV. N° II. S the 
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the difficulties which occur in natural parturi¬ 
tion, and to thofe occafioried by lefier degrees of 
the diftortion of the pelvis. But, as he very 
juftly obferves, there is a fize below which the 
"head cannot be diminiihed, and of courfe where 
this provifion may not be equal to the exigen¬ 
cies of a cafe. This lead: pofilble fize he pre¬ 
fumes, and indeed proves, cartnot be lefs than 
three inches in the fmallefi diameter of the head. 
If the dimenfions of the cavity of the pelvis are 
then reduced by diftortion below three inches, 
the head muft be leflened, or the woman muft 
die undelivered* To prevent the deftruftion of 
the child, the Caefarian operation has been prac- 
tiled ; and to preferve that, together with the 
life of the mother, the feftion of the fymphyfis. 
The value of each of thefe operations is calcu¬ 
lated from the event of the cafes, in which they 
have been performed, and the fuperior impor¬ 
tance of the life of the mother to that of the 
child, is very fully and philofophically proved 
in the fecond fettion. In this part of the en¬ 
quiry, and in thefe calculations, the child is al¬ 
ways prefumed to be living, when any of thefe 
operations are performed. But it could not 
efcape the fagacity of the author that his reafon- 
ing would have been ftrengthened, by obferving 
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that many of the children are dead when any of 
thefe operations can be propofed, and no perfon 
would recommend an operation, neceflarily fatal 
or extremely hazardous to the mother, without 
any profpedt of preferving the life of the child. 

In the third fedlion, the dangerous confe- 
quences of delaying to lefien the head, when the 
neceffity of doing it is clearly decided, are 
pointed out, as are the advantages'of pcrfotrn- 

-ing it early. In this fedtion Ur. Ofborn pro- 
pofes, that in thefe cafes the head fhould be lef- 
fened, and that we fhould then wait for the ex- 
pulfion of it, by the labour pains. Or if thefe 
are found infufficient for that purpofe, we are 
advifed to wait thirty hours, after the head is lef- 
lened, if the ciroumftances of the cafe will allow 
the delay, as the putrefa&ion of the child will 
render the extradlion by far lefs difficult. This, 
which feems to be a great improvement in the , 
operation, appears to be perfectly new ; at leaft 
no author whom we recolledt has mentioned it; 
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yet the advantages which may refult from the 
flaccidfty and foftnefs of the head, and ojher 
parts of the child, are obvious. In all cafes of 
this kind the author very wifely recommends a 
confultation, previous to the operation, and if 
this idea was to be extended, and a general rule 
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made, that no operation in which the life of the 
mother and child are immediately concerned, 
Ihould ever be performed without a confultation, 
the injunction would be very proper. 

The fourth feeftion contains an inquiry in¬ 
tended to determine the fmalleft dimenlions of 
the pelvis, through which it is poflible to extract 
a child, when the head is lefiened. This, from 
a confideration of the fize of the bafe of the era* 
hium, i? decided to be one inch and a half. 
Hence it appears that in all cafes of diftortion 
of the pelvis, in which the cavity is not reduced 
to lefs than three inches, we may hope that the 
child may be born by the force of the labour 
pains, or fuch affiftance as will not be necefia- 
rily injurious to the parent or child. When 
the fpace is lei's than one inch and a half, the 
reduction of the fize of the head would not an- 
fwer the intention, as the child could not after¬ 
wards be extracted. The operation ©f leffen- 
ing the head of the child mull therefore be con¬ 
fined to a limited degree of diftortion, on one 
fide of which it is not needfary, and on the other 
fide ufelefs. This explanation promifes great 
advantage in practice, as the determination has 
hitherto been left, without any rule, to the judg- 
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ment of every practitioner. All the preceding 
calculations feem to have been drawn from ob- 
l'ervations and reflections on the extremely cu- 
riqus cafe of Elizabeth Sherwood, a very un¬ 
healthy and deformed woman, not more than 
forty-two inches in height, who was delivered 
by the doCtor with great fkill and dexterity, and 
who recovered without any untoward accident. 
As the hiftory of this cafe does not admit of 
abridgment, we mean to infert it at full length 
in fome future number of our Journal. 

The fecond chapter begins with an account of 
the feCtion of the fymphyfis of the pubis. This 
was firft propofed and performed by M. Sigault, 
and approved and recommended by the college 
of phyficians at Paris. The applaufe which was 
given to M. Sigault was beyond all meafure 
precipitate and intemperate. A medal was 
(truck to perpetuate his fame, and a penfion 
from his moft chriftian majefty was obtained for 
him. Nor was the fame of the operation con¬ 
fined to Paris or France, it fpread over the whole 
\ , 

Continent. In Holland the operation was ap¬ 
proved by the learned Camper; in Germany by 
profefior Guerard of Dufleldorpe, and the pre- 
fident Sieboid of Wurtzburg, and by many 
others. We have then a more particular account 
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of the means ufed to eftablilh the credit of the 

operation, which the royal academy of furgery, 

very much to the credit of that learned body, 

difapproved and rejected in the firft inftance, as 

did Baudeloque, who examined its merit w’ith 
' • * 
great circumfpeCtion and judgment. 

Our author then enters upon a critical exami¬ 
nation of the arguments and opinions of the fa¬ 
vourers of the operation, particularly thofe of 
l.e Roy, Camper, Siebold', Guerard, Roufiel de 
■Vauzefme, Loder, Benteley, Leake, and on all 
thefe our author animadverts, and oppofes them, 
not with conjectures or preemptive arguments, 
but with reafons drawn from the event of the 
cafes recorded, many of which have been pub- 
lilhed, with> a view of adding to the praife al¬ 
ready bellowed upon M. Sigault, and to fupport 
that glory which the French nation mull derive 
from the honour of giving him birth. 

The reflections which our author makes upon 
this occafion, Ihew him to be equal to the fub- 
jeCl which he has undertaken to inveftigate, and 
they are animated with the molt lively principles 
of humanity. If the inferences which he makes 
are juft, for the credit of the College of Phyli- 
cians at Paris, it would be proper that the re¬ 
cord 
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cord of their proceedings in this bufinefe fhould 
be erazed, and their medals recalled. 

Dr. Olborn acknowledges, that, in this coun¬ 
try, we are much indebted for the prevention of 
this operation to the early interference of the late 
Dr. Hunter. But although, in the publication 
alluded to, Dr. Hunter reprobates the fedtion as 
a fubftitute for the Caefarian operation, and ex- 
prefies his doubts of jts ever being of general 
ufe, and cautions againft its precipitate admif- ' 
fion ; yet he defcribes a fuppofed cafe where he 
thinks it might be a confiderable improvement 
in pradtice. This fuppofed cafe is,‘where, on 
account of the narrownefs of the pelvis, or part¬ 
ly from that circumftance and partly from a 
projedtion of the lumbar vertebrae, the child 
cannot be brought within the fpnere of the 
crotchet, but where room fufficient for that pur- 
pofe may be gained by dividing the fymphyfis 
pubis. Dr. Ofborn doubts whether fuch a cafe 
ever did or can happen ; and 44 when we ad- 
“ vert,” fays he, “ to the maimed and weakened 
•* ftate of the pelvis, and its confequent inabi- 
41 lity after the divifion of the fymphyfis, to fu- 
44 ftain the violence and repeated exertions, un- 
44 avoidable in the ufe of the crotchet; and, at 
44 the fame time, when we refledt upon the mi£ 
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chief, that the foft parts muft inevitably fuf- 
“ fer from the divifion, particularly thofe which 
“■ lie immediately behind, and In contadt with 
“ the ofia pubis; firft, by being torn from the 
“ bones to which they are naturally connected, 
“ afterwards, by being expofed for a confider- 
‘ e able time to the external air, and laft of all, 
“ by being prefled againft the divided edges of 
“ the bones, in the pafiage of the child’s head ; 
“ when, I fay, all thefe circumftances are con- 
M fidered, we muft conclude, that the operation 
“ in the cafe fuppofed by Dr. Hunter, infteacl 
“ of ‘ giving the mother a good chance for life and 
“ tolerable health ,’ will be as certainly fatal to 
“ her, as the crotchet muft have already proved 
“ to the child.” , 

In the conclufion of the work, the learned and 
experienced author takes the liberty C>f contra- 
didting (not difrcfpedtfully) fome afiertions of 
Profeflor Hamilton of Edinburgh^ both concern,- 
ing the event of the cafes of the Casfarian opera¬ 
tion, and the event of the pra&ice in the mod 
deformed pelvis’s which have occurred in Lon¬ 
don ; and exprefies his confidence in the Profef- 
ior’s candour and good fenfe to corredl or retra» 5 t 
his opinions, which Dr. Ofborn thinks might 
otherwile be highly injurious to the interefts of 
humanity. 



III. Ger. L. B. Van Swieten Arehiatrorum C<efa- 
rtorum quondam comitis , See. &c. conftitutiones 
epidemic* et morbt potiffimum Lugduni Batavo - 
rum obfervati ex ejufdem adverfariis edidit Maxi- 
milianus Stoll, S. C. R. A. Maj. Conf et 
Prof. Med. Pracl. in Univerfit. Vindobonenji 
P. O. 8vo. Tom. 2. Vindobonte, 1782. 
Tom. i, p. 463, Tom. ii, p. 424. 

W E meet with nothing very interefting in 
this pofthumous publication, which is 
compiled from a diary, begun by Baron Van 
Swieten in the year 1727 and continued till 
, 75 °* 

The manner in which he kept this journal was 
as follows: he began with marking the name of 
the patient in fhort- hand chara&ers, and, after 
adding the name of the difeafe, if he had deter¬ 
mined it, or a particular mark if he was doubt¬ 
ful what to call it, noted the day of the month 
' and of the difeafe in the margin. Each page 
was divided into two columns ; one of thefe he 
allotted to the hiftory of the difeafe, and the' 
other was referved for future additions, or re¬ 
marks. 

' The difeafes he has deferibed are chiefly bili¬ 
ous fevers, which often had a tendency tp be- 
Vol. IV. N°II. .X 
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come putrid. In thefe he had recourfe to acids 
and tamarinds, but feldom to emetics. In cafes 
of pleurify, inftead of applying a blifter to the 
fide, he prefcribed a fomentation of milk and 
foap. The apthae, which in fome parts of his 
journal he afcribes to the particular conftitution 
of the feafon, climate, or genius of the epide- 
. mic, were probably rather owing to his negled 
of vomiting and cleanfing the firft paflages. 

It is remarkable how feldom and how fparing- 
ly he prefcribed the bark. He preferred neutral 
falts, tamarinds, pilul. Ruffi & cocchia , and bit¬ 
ters to this celebrated drug even in autumnal in- 
termittents. In tertians he often adminiftered a 
purge fix hours before the fit. To lying-in wo¬ 
men he was fond of giving opium a few hours 
after delivery, and on the tenth day a purge of 
manna and Glauber’s fait with lemon juice.— 
In the firft ftage of the fmall pox he almoft al¬ 
ways chofe to take away a few ounces of blood. 
Such was his general plan of practice in the 
cafes recorded in thefe volumes. Of many of 
thefe cafes the event is not mentioned, and where 
they terminated fatally, it is very feldom that 
we meet with any account of the appearances on 
difiedtion. The following quotations will ferve 
as a fpecimen of the work. 





“ Con- 
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“ Conftitutio Anni 1736. 

<* Julius. iEgrorum numerus admodum exi- 
“ guus. 

“ Tertian* •, iocuravi; 9 adultos, juniorem 
“ unicum. 

“ Febres acut* continu*: 4 habui curandos, 

minores binos, adultos binos, ex quibus unus 
“ periit. 

“ Dyfenterias: duas curavi. 

Choleras \ binas habui curandas in junio- 
« ribus.” 

“ Febricula intermittens. 

“ Jul. 20. Incepit die 17 parum languere, et 
“ febrigitare, dicunt, puftulas quafdam illam 
“ habuifie, heri fe bene habuerat, fed circa 
“ vefperam febricitaverat leviter, fitis magna, 
“ ftrumas in collo, dedi nitr. fyr. fl. violar. fucc. 
“ citr. &c. 

“ 21. Melius fe habet, dormivit hac node 
“ bene, fudavit, flrumte in collo, non febricitat 
“ jam, dedi fimilia. 

“ 22. Poll meridiem febricitavit, nunc me- 
“ lius fe habet, incipit parum appetere, fudat 
“ de node, dedi fal polychr. fyr. fumar. aq. 
“ melilf. 

“ 23. Bene fe habet fatis, fed fcrophuls ma- 
f‘ nent in collo, dedi rad. contrayerv. 3'j ab- 
; T 2 

* t 


“ finth. 
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“ finth. gr; 46. M. f. pulvis infiind. hydro- 
** meliti ” 


IV. Memoirs of the Royal Medical Society at Paris. 

Vol. XL (Continued from p. 49. j 

/ 

Em arks on the ill effetts of corr ofve fublimate in 

hot climates. By M. de la Peyre.-Tins 

writer has experienced much more dangerous 
effects from the ufe of this remedy in the JJle de 
France and de Bourbon than in Europe. ; He has 
repeatedly feen it bring on pulmonary com¬ 
plaints, and relates fome inftances in which it 
proved fatal.—14. Obfervations on different lithon- 
triptics. Two cafes, by different correfpondents, 
are defcribed in this article. The firft, which 
is by M. Fourreftier, relates to a man, who in 
his 78th year began to experience fymptoms of 
the (tone, and Was relieved by the ufe of foap 
and lime water, which he took for' feveral 
months, from that time till his death, which 
happened in his 82d year, in confequence of a 
cold. On diffedtioh fourteen calculi , of different 

• • 1 * i 

fizes, were found in his bladder.—The other 

•* . . * 

communication is by M. Bannau, concerning the 
good effects of Aqua Rabelii (a mixture of four 

parts 
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parts of ail of vitriol with twelve of fpirit of 
wine) in another cafe of calculus. The patient 
took from three to five drops of it in each glafs 
of water at his meals.—15. On the treatment of * 
fcrophula. By M. Loyaute.—Hemlock and mer¬ 
curials are the principal remedies recommended 
by this writer. 16. On carcinomatous tumours 
in the return. By M. Durande.—The patient, 
whofe cafe is here related, fell from his horfe in 
1771, and from that time complained of pain 
about the region of the liver, became melancho¬ 
ly, and had an extraordinary appetite. Some 
time after, he complained of hsemorrhoids, and 
voided fatty concretions with his ftools. A tu¬ 
mour which began to form about this time in 
the reftunt, gradually filled up that inteftine, 
and was removed by ligature-, but other tumours 
of the fame kind were to be felt, and at length, 
in 1774, the patient died. On difiedlion, the lower 
part of the re£tum was found much dilated, the* 
large inteftines fwelled and inflamed, and a confi- 
derahle quantity of fluid in the cavity of the ab¬ 
domen. At the upper part of the return were 
obferved feveral carcinomatous tumours of diffe¬ 
rent fizes. Some were hard and white, others 
foft and of a dark colour. Above thefe the gut 

t 

was fomewhat contrafled. The liver abounded 

with 
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with round, white tubercles, as large as a pea, 
which penetrated into its fubftance, and rofe but 
little above its furface. In the interior part of 
this vifcus were others of a larger fize. At its 
upper part was to be feen an enormous mafs of 
the fame nature, white, firm, and intermixed 
with membranes. This mafs weighed eleven 
pounds, and the whole liver fourteen. The pa¬ 
tient had never been troubled with cough, or 
complained of pain in his fhoulder.—17. On the 
effefis of an inveterate venereal virus. By M. Mac- 
quart.—We have here an account of a woman 
. fixty years old, who, after having twice had the 

* 

Lues venerea, complained of violent, rheumatic 
pains, and was fo weak that flhe could not quit 
her bed. In turning herfelf in it a little before 
her death, one of her thigh bones broke. On 
difleftion the brain appeared of a livid hue, the 
two tables of the cranium thin, the heart foft 
and yellowifh, all the mufcles flaccid, the blood 
diflblved and difcoloured, and the bones filled 
with a purulent and yellowifh fluid, and fo dif- 
eafed as to give way to the flighteft preflure, 
though they afforded no appearance of caries 

externally.-18. On the efficacy of mercury in the 

fmall pox. By M. Van Voenfel, phyfician to the 
corps of cadets■ nobles at St. Petcrfburgb.-—Seventy 

cadets 
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cadets having had the fmall pox from inocula!- 
tion in a favourable manner, at a time when the 
difeafe was epidemic and fatal, M. Van Voenfel 
aferibes this to their having taken fmall dofes of 
calomel twice a day from the time of the infer-' 
tion to that of the eruption *, but from what we 
know of inoculation we think it likely, that the 
difeafe would have proved equally mild if the 
patients- had taken no mercury. Some of his 
obfervations, however, merit attention. He has 
mixed calomel with the variolou$ fluid, and he 
has expofed it to the fumes of mercury. In both 
inftances no infedtion took place, though the 
fame patients received it afterwards when inocu¬ 
lated with the pure fluid. He has found alio 
that a mercurial plafter applied to the pundlure 
prevented infedtion, and that the variolous fluid 
loft its infedtious property after being frozen.— 
19. On the tania. By M. Brunyer.—After pre¬ 
ferring Storck’s remedy (a mixture of fal poly- 
chreft, jalap, valerian, and oxymel of fquills) 
without effedt, in a cafe of taenia, this writer fuc- 
ceeded with the fern root. M. Raymond-, of 
Marfeilles, we are told, has fometimes brought 
away this worm with ol. ricini , or with olive or 
almond oil, giving at the fame time the root of 
the mulberry-tree in powder in dofes of 3ij.— 

20. Of 



2(5. Of the manner of adminijlering fquill pills in 
anafarca t or general dropfy , and in fame other dif- 
eafes of the fame kind. By M. Renaudot, phyfician 
at St. jpofhingot —Four fcruples of frefh fquills 
and four drachm? of fal de duobus , Pharm. Parif. 

(a fait of the fame nature as vitriolated tartar) 
are directed to be rubbed together in a mortar, 
and made into pills of twelve grains each, which 
are to be (lowly dried. To adults the author 
prcfcribes. four and fometimes fix of thefe pills 
twice a day, without exciting vomiting, which 
he thinks would be impoffible in a cold climate. 

He advifes diluents at the fame time-21. On 

the treatment of the lues venerea. By the late 
Charles Le Roy, M. D.—The principal objeCt 
of this paper is to notice the good effects of a de¬ 
coction, chiefly of farfaparilla, adminiftcred by 
the Sicilians in cafes where mercury cannot be 
exhibited. The author likewife fpeaks of the ef¬ 
ficacy of pills, the active ingredient of which is 
fublimate.—22. On the treatment of hydrophobia. 
By M. Blais, phyfician at Cluny .—Of fifteen per* 
fons bit by a mad wolf, on the 8th and 9th of 
December 1775, four died on the 24th or 26th • 
of hydrophobia, and three others foon after. Of . 
eight others, who were treated with mercurials, 
one was feized with fymptoms of hydrophobia 
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on the nth of March 1776, and died on the 
13th, another died of a fever foon after* the 
other fix remain well. 

[ To be continued. ] 



V. Practical Obfcrvaticns on Amputation , and 
the after-treatment •, to which is added , an ac¬ 
count of the Amputation above the ancle with a 
flap. The whole illujlrated by cafes. By Ed¬ 
ward Alanfon, Surgeon to the Liverpool Infir¬ 
mary. The 2d edition, greatly enlarged, 8yo. 
•Johnfon, London , 1782. 296 pages. 5s. 

M R. Alanfon’s deviations from the ufual 
practice confift in the mode of dividing 
the parts, and in the after-treatment. Firft, as 
to the operation, he differs in the application of 
the tape, the quantity of (kin faved, and the 
manner of executing the double incifion. As 
every moment’s delay after the tourniquet is ap¬ 
plied, detains the patient in a painful (late of 
mind, he univerfally omits the tape *, but in fome 
few inftances, as in cafes of abfeeffes above the 
knees, where fuch a guide has been deemed par¬ 
ticularly ufeful, he marks out a circular line 
‘ - Vol. IV. N° II. U with 
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with ink or Tome coloured fluid, and cuts with 

a les knife. * 

A 

Before the circular inciflon is begun, an affif- 
tant grafps the limb circularly with both hands 
and firmly draws up the (kin and mufcles, by 
which means the operator’s knife pafies through 
the integuments with confiderable facility and 
difpatch. 

After the inciflon is made through the (kin 
and adipofe membrane, the afliftant (till conti¬ 
nuing 'a (leady fupport of the parts, the cellular 
’ and ligamentous attachments are to be divided 
with the point of the knife till as much (kin is 
drawn up as will, with the united afliftance of 
the particular divifion of the mufcles hereafter 
recommended, fully cover the whole furface of 
the wound with the mod perfect eafe. 

Inftead of dividing the mufcles in a perpen¬ 
dicular manner down to the bone, the knife is 
dire&ed to be carried obliquely upwards, fo as to 
lay it bare (in the thigh for inftance) three or four 
inches higher than is ufually done. The re¬ 
tractor is^then to be applied, and the bone de¬ 
nuded of its periofteum where the faw is to pafs. 
“ A flump, formed in the thigh, agreeably to 
“ this plan—fays our ingenious author—may* 



“ in fomc degree be faid to refemble a conical 
“ cavity, and the parts thus divided are obvi- 
“ oufly the belt calculated to prevent a fugar- 
“ loaf flump.” , 

The arteries are to be drawn out with the te¬ 
naculum, and tied with a (lender ligature as 
naked as poffible, cutting off the ligature much 
longer than ufual, otherwife they will afterwards 
be drawn within the edges of the wound. 

The fkin is to be brought forwards immedi¬ 
ately after the operation, and fupported in a fixed 
pofition by means of a bandage made of the 
fineft Welch flannel, which being foft and elaftic, 
eafily yields to the inflammatory tenfion. 

Before the wound is drefied, its whole fur- 
face is to be carefully examined, to fee that no 
veflel has efcaped the eye of the operator. The 
author has frequently perceived a pulfation where 
no haemorrhage has previoufly appeared, and 
turned out a fmall clot of blood from within 
an artery of confiderable fize. 

The furface of the wound is now to be well 
cleaned with a fpunge and warm water, and the 
fkin and mulcles are to be gently brought for¬ 
wards, and fupported by the flannel roller, 
which, after being palled round the body, is to 
be carried two or three times rather tight round 

U 2 the 
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the upper part of the thigh, and afterwards 
brought forwards in a circular dire&ion to the 
extremity of the (lump, not fo tight as to prefs 
rudely or forcibly, but to give an eafy fipport 
to the parts. This circular roller, however, is 
not to be too long continued, left the thigh 
{hould emaciate under the preflure it occafions. 
The lkin is to be fee tired by flips of linen or 
lint fpread Mth cerate, and over them a foft 
tow pledget. The whole is to be retained with 
the many-tailed bandage. 

The ftump is not to be raifed with pillows, as 
this draws back the pofterior mufcles, but it is 
to be elevated merely half a hand’s breadth, by 
which means the mulcles are put into an eafy 
relaxed pofitiom 

Our author objects to the application of lint 
to the furface of the wound, becauie it irritates, 
increaies the difeharge, renders the pus acrimo¬ 
nious by retaining it, and thus excites heftic 
fever. It likewife, he adds, promotes fpafm, 
dilates the whole furface of the wound, con¬ 
duces to promote hemorrhage, and is often the 
principal caufe of exfoliation.—During the fup- 
purative ftage, he generally gives the bark, and 
is careful to obviate coftivenefs. 

Such 

»•' « 
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Such is the method recommended by Mr. 
Alanion, and he allures us, that fince he has 
pra£tifed it, he has met with only one cafe where 
there occurred the fmalleft exfoliation. As the 

* V 

cicatrix is fo fmall, viz. only a fingle line drawn 
acrofs the flump from fide to fide, the parts are 
fooner capable of bearing the preflure of a wooden 
leg, and the bone being covered with a large 
flap of old fkin and mufcular fubflance, the 
wound is lefs liable to break out again. He 
has operated in thirty-five cafes, fuch as promif- 
cuoufly occurred at the Liverpool infirmary, 
without the lofs pf a fingle patient. The fymp- 
tomatic fever, fpafm, and difeharge have in all 
been flight. There has not been a neceflity to 
remove the dreflings on account of haemorrhage , 
in a fingle in fiance, and at the end of a month 
the wound has either been perfectly healed, or 
lefs than a fixpenny piece. Whereas before this 
improved plan was adopted, out of forty-fix am¬ 
putations, at which Mr. Al'anfon was prefent, in 
hofpital and private praftice, ten died ; one of a 
locked jaw, two of haemorrhage from the whole 
- furface of the flump, four of heftic fever and 
extenfive fuppuration, and three from a fpread- 
ing gangrene on the furface of the flump, eight¬ 
een had an haemorrhage, fix from the whole 

fur- 
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furface of the wound, and twelve from one or 
more particular veffels. In nearly the whole, 
the fymptomatic fever was violent; the ftart- 
.ings frequent; the fuppuration large; the fur- 
face of the wound extenfive; and in all, the 
firft draftings were painful. In moft of them 
there was an exfoliation; in feveral a fugar-loaf 
ftump; and in ibme, the wound remained in¬ 
curable. 

We are next prefented with fome'very judi¬ 
cious mifcellaneous obfetvations on amputation, 
- and the air of hofpitals, in which the author 
points out the difadvantages arifing from crowd¬ 
ed infirmaries, and propofes many excellent re¬ 
gulations relative to their management. No 
ward, he obferves, fhould be inhabited for more 
than four months together, and the walls fhould 
then be fcraped and white-walhed.—He recom¬ 
mends iron bedfleads, frequent change of bed¬ 
ding, and its daily expofure to the open air. All 
incurable or infectious cafes, he thinks, fhould 
be refufed admittance, and that amongft tkefe 
fhould be clafled old chronic ulcers of the legs. 

This paper is followed by obfervations on 
the amputation with a flap, above the ancle, in 
which feveral cafes are related, with remarks in 
proof of its utility. Mr. Alanfon treats like- 

wife 
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wife of what is called union by the firft inten- 
tion, and of the exfoliation of cartilages. He 
relates a very interefting account of an ampu¬ 
tation of the arm at its .articulation with the fca- 
pula, and the work cnfes with feveral hiftories 
and cafes in proof of tne dodrines advanced in 
the preceding parts of it, but for thefe, and a 
variety of other ufeful matter, we muft refer our 
readers to the volume itfelf. 


SECTION II. 

Essays and Observations. 

I. An Account of the late Captain ][$*****-*’ s 
Cafe. Communicated to Dr. Simmons, F.R.S. 
by Mr. Charles White, F.R.S. Surgeon to the 
Infirmary , and Lunatic Hofpitalat Manchefier. 

O N Monday the ioth of March 1783, about 
nine o’clock in the evening. Captain M—, 
aged 23, received a wound on the anterior part 
of the right axilla, juft below the inferior edge 
of the pedoral mufcle, where it grows tendinous, 
by a cut and thruft fword, which pafled undet 

the 
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the Ihoulder joint, and came out. betwixt the 
neck of the humerus, and the neck of the fca- 
pula at its cofta inferior. The lword was about 
an inch broad, and had paffed tranlverlely, re- 
fpe&ing the line of direction of the axillary ar¬ 
tery and nerve ; the thruft was, therefore moft 
probably given in quarte. A prodigious effu- 
Aon of blood enlued. He. was put into a chair, 
and foon fainted away, to fuch a degree, that 
he appeared to many perfons, both of the facul¬ 
ty and others, to be really dead. But being ob- 
ferved to breathe, he was laid down upon a 
feather bed, and the wound examined. The 
bleeding was much checked by the fainting, 
which probably faved his life for the prefent. 

The wound was enlarged both upwards and 
downwards, and the blood was difeovered to 
come from an artery, and from its fize, fitua- 
tion and direction, no doubt could be enter¬ 
tained of its being the axillary. An attempt 
was made to take up the artery, by palling a 
crooked needle under it; but this not lucceed- 
ing, a needle was paffed, on each fide of the 
divided artery, through the integuments, bring¬ 
ing both ends of the ligature through the Ikin, 
at fome diftance above the wound, inclofing a 
good deal of fubftance. This ligature, being 

tied. 
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lied, effedtually fecured the veffel, in about half 
an hour after the accident happened. During 
the time this operation was performing, a ftrong 
comprefiion was made above the clavicle, upon 
the artery, to prevent a further effufioh of 
blood. 

After the haemorrhage was flopped, fpirit of 
hartfhorn and water were given him, and he be¬ 
gan to recover very gradually from his fainting ; 
but though his pulfe returned in the found arm, 
which was perfectly warm, yet the injured arm 
continued cold and ufelefs, and not the lead 
pulfation could be perceived in it. This unfor¬ 
tunate gentleman had a tender conftitution and 
a weak frame, much impaired by living in a 
hot climate, and by intemperance. He was fo 
intoxicated at the time of the accident, as to be 
now deprived of all fenfe, and fo exhaufted with 
the lofs of blood, that the fmall remains of life 
feemed to hang by a very flender thread. Under 
thefe circumftances, amputation was fo much 
out of the queftion, as never to have been once 
hinted at that evening, though there were half 
a dozen of the faculty prelent.—He paffed a 
reftlefs night, with ficknefs and puking, not- 
withftanding he took frequently of a neutral julep 
Vol. IV. N° II. X . along 
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along with an opiate. He had likewile frequent 
fwoonings, and once entirely fainted away. 

Tuefday morning, a fmall haemorrhage re¬ 
turned, uppn altering his pofition, which by its 
colour appeared to be from an artery : it flopped 
by preffure upon the artery, above the clavicle, 
and the ligature, which was become fomewhat 
flacker, was made tighter by a bolfler being put 
under it. He was very thirfl.y, and drank large 
quantities of toafl and water, and other fmall 
liquids, which conflantly came up again, and it 
was with great difficulty he could be reflrained 
from drinking,.as he had always been accuflomed 
to treat himfelf in that manner after intoxica¬ 
tion. There was neither voluntary motion, nor 
fenfation, below the elbow. The thumb and 
fore-finger were flaccid, the other three fingers 
bent and rigid. The upper part of the arm was 
warm, bujt below the elbow perfectly cold, and 
no pulfation in the wrift. His pukings were 
very conflanr. He took neutral draughts in the 
aft of effervefcence, joined with an opiate. Ano¬ 
ther gentleman,, being called into confultation, 
l'aid, before he faw the patient, that if the axil¬ 
lary artery was cut he fhould advife immediate 
amputation j but, upon feeing the weak flate 



r ] 

of the patient, he gave it up, as totally unad- 
vifable, nor was it ever afterwards propoled. 

Tuefday evening, pulfe in the found arm 92 
in a minute: fome of the faculty thought they 
could perceive a puliation in the wounded arm, 
but in this they were not agreed. The hand and 
lower arm remained cold. Wine and brandy 
were given him frequently, in fmall quantities. 
The vomiting continued fo conftant, that no 
nutriment had flayed upon his ftomach. He 
took feveraldofes of the tindlures of columbo and 
bark. His ftomach, belly, and arm were fo¬ 
mented with brandy, 

Wednefday morning, he had had a bad night, 
notwflhftanding the ufe of opiates; the lower 
arm had acquired lbme degree of warmth, but 
no pulfation could be perceived in it, nor was 
there any motion or fenfation. The whole arm 
being a little fwelled, the ligature was flackened 
by taking away the bolfter. He took oil of 
cinnamon and columbo in draughts.-—Wednef- 

day noon, he was rather better.-Wednefday 

evening, the arm was more fwelled, and he ap¬ 
peared much worfe. Pulfe 140. As fo much 
fubftance was included within the ligature, it 
was determined, at a confultation, to untie it, in 
order to remove every thing that could occafion 
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tenfion or irritation •, and in hopes, as near forty- 
eight hours were expired, that the extremity of 
the artery was fo far clofed, as to be able to refill 
the impetus of the blood, in the then languid 
ftate of the circulation *. But the ligature was 
not taken out-, it was clofcly and conftantly 
watched, for a confiderable time, by the fur- 
geons or their pupils, but neither haemorrhage, 
puliation, lenfation, nor motion below the wrift, 
enfued. What little motion he had above, 
feemed to proceed from the deltoid mufcle. The 
ftomach ftill reje&ed every kind of nutriment. 

Thurfday morning, the right arm was per¬ 
fectly warm to the fingers ends, but no pulfation 
could be perceived. The veins, particularly the 
external radial, which is a continuation of the 
cephalic, were full and turgid with blood; when 
emptied, by ftroaking them, they immediately 
filled again, from the extremity of the limb. 
He (till continued tQ puke up every kind of 
food. He took mufk and fait of hartfhorn, 


9 Arteries, by their own contractile power, efpecially 
when afTifted by ligatpre, generally clofe much fooner 
than is expedtedj and if a tumefadlion of the furround¬ 
ing parts follow, it is a further fecurity to them. But 
when they flop by coagulum, if that coagulum be forced 
away, the haemorrhage will return. 
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•which flayed upon his ftomach. The limb was 

direfted to be frequently rubbed.-Thurfday 

afternoon, a little falep in fagc-tea and brandy 
Hayed with him, and he feemed rather better,' 
and flept very comfortably; but there was a 1 
bloody ichorous difcharge from the wound.— 
Thurfday evening, he was much worfe: pulfe 
152. A ftool was procured by a broth glyfter. 
He was very weak, and complained of his 
fhoulder, which was fomented with common fo¬ 
mentation and fpt. vin. camph. 

Friday morning, he was very ill, but re¬ 
mained fenfible, and complained of difficulty 
of breathing. His vomiting returned. The 
arm was very warm, but had no perceptible pul- 
fation. A flight, dufky inflammation, about 
the flze of a crown piece, appeared on the back 
part of the arm, below the wound. The pulfe 
in the left arm was fo weak and quick, as not 
to be counted. He took julepum vitae with ap- 
pafent fatisfaftion.—-Friday evening, about half 
paft feven, he expired. 

Dijfefticn. -On Saturday morning his body 

being examined, the fhoulder was found very 
livid and putrid. The thorax was opened, and 
the fubclavian artery inje&ed; when the injec¬ 
tion immediately ran out of the wound in the 

axilla. 
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axilla. Upon differing the parts, it was found, 
that the axillary artery was totally divided below 
the ramus arteriae circumflexae humeri anterior. 
One of the fix brachial nerves was alfo totally 
divided, and another fo nearly cut through, as 
to hang by a very fmall fibre. The ligature, 
which was left flack in the parts, was found to 
have fecured the end of the divided artery, and 
included three of the nerves. The vein, which 
accompanies them, was woqnded, but not in¬ 
cluded in the ligature. 

Remarks. -If it fiad not been for the ex¬ 

treme lofs of blood, and the debilitated and ir¬ 
ritable ftate of the ftomach, it is not impofiible, 
that not only this gentleman’s life might have 
been faved, but even the limb preferved, and 
have been of fome little ufe to him.. It has fre¬ 
quently happened, when patipnts have been top 
much exhaufted by very great ai?d fudden effu- 
fions of blood, that they have died in confer 
quence of the haemorrhage, four or five days 
after the blood had been flopped. Jt was curious 
to obferve the progreflive and gradual approach 
of warmth into the limb, which was perfect, and 
continued to the laft. The warmth of the limb 
* was fucceeded by a fulnefs and turgency of the 
veins, which, when flroaked to empty them qf 

the 
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• the blood, immediately filled again. Thefe were 
evident proofs, that the limb was fufficiently 
fupplied with blood, which had found a new 
courfe and want of circulation could not there¬ 
fore be the occafion of his death. 

Senlation dawned upon him in the fame gra¬ 
dual and progreflive manner, till it had got to 
the wrift, but no further. The warmth was all 
along prior to fenfation, fo that the blood found 
a paflage fooner than the nerves could exert 
their influence. Amputation could not there¬ 
fore have faved his life, but moft probably would 
have haftened his death. The brachial artery 
has been tied above its divifion into the radial, 
ulnary, and interofieal, and almoft three inches 
of it deltroyed, and yet the ufe of the limb 
was preferved The femoral artery has been 
tied in the thigh, in the Manchefter Infir¬ 
mary, by Dr. Burchallf; and, in another cafe, 
above the middle of the thigh by Mr. Charles 
Leflie, of Cork J; both of which operations 
were attended with the fame happy coniequences. 

\ * See White’s Cafes in Surgery, p. 139, where the 

means by which this is brought about are explained. 

+ Med. Obf. and Inq. vol. III. p. 106. 

$ Med. Com. vol. II, p. 176. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Warner H has given us the following cafe: 
44 C. D. was afflided with a caries of the joint 
“ of the elbow, which was attended with fuch 
<c circumftances as rendered the amputation of 
44 the limb neceflary. The operation was per- 
4 f formed at a proper difiance above the dileafed 
44 part, and the veflels were taken up by the 
“ needle and ligatures. 

44 In a few days after the operation, the bra- 
44 chial artery became fo dilated ab ;>ve the liga- 
44 ture, as to endanger its burfting. Upon this 
44 account it was judged neceflary to perform 
44 the operation for the aneurifm,' which was 
44 done, and the vefiel was (ecured by ligature 
“ above the upper extremity of its di(tended 
44 coats. After this operation every thing went 
44 feemingly well on for fome time, when fud- 
44 denly the artery appeared again dilated, and 
44 was.in danger of burfting above the fecond 
44 ligature: thefe circumftances made it neceflary 
44 to repeat the operation for the aneurifm. 
44 From this time every thing went on fuccefs- 
44 fully, till the ftump was upon the point of 
44 being healed; when, quite unexpedtedly, the 
44 artery appeared a third time difeafed in the 
44 fame manner as before; for which reafon a 
44 third operation for the aneurifm was deter- 
44 mined upon, and performed. The laft opera- 
44 tion was near to the axilla; the patient con- 
44 tinued well from this time, without any 
44 relapfe.” 

H Cafes in Surg. p. 1 28. 
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He further fays, “ The nourilhment of th§ 
“ (lump may be accounted for from the ramifi- 
“ cations arifing from the principal trunk about 
“ the axilla, which becoming dilated, in pro- 
“ portion to the refiftance the blood meets with 
u in its paflage through the brachial artery, were 
“ found fufficiently numerous and large enough 
“ to convey a proper fupply to the parts be- 
“ neath.” 

About fixty years ago, Mr. Hall was called 
to a' man in Che (hire, who had received a very 
confiderable wound, juft below the axilla, by a 
fcythe, which had divided the brachial artery. 
The man foon fainted away with the lofs of 
blood, which preferved his life, as nobody was 
near him. Mr. Hall being only accidentally in 
the neighbourhood, had no needles witU him; 
but as foon as he arrived, he eafily took hold of 
the artery with his finger and thumb, till he 
eould procure fome thread, which he immedL 
ately tied round the vefiel, and effedually fecured 
it. The man recovered the ufe of hi? arm, 
though he had ever after a weak trembling pulfe 
in. that arm. 

Boerhaave mentions a very remarkable cafe of 
a peafanc, near Leyden, who had an axillary ar¬ 
tery totally divided with a knife, upon which 
accident a great effufion of blooc^ enfued, and 
the patient fainted. The mouth of the vefiel 
retraded fo far, that it was impofiible to come at 
it with a ligature, or flop the haemorrhage by 
any other means: and in this Tad and hopelefs 
condition the poor man was abandoned to his 
fate. He continued feveral days in a languid 
Yol. IV. N* II. Y ttate. 
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ftate, apparently ready to expire every moment 
in which time nature performed what the fur- 
geons could not, by clofing up the mouth of the 
divided artery. The arm decayed, and gradually 
Ihrunk and dried, becoming at length a rigid 
piece of mummy, which he carried about a long 
while. 

Heifter * relates the cafe of a foldier who had 
the brachial artery wounded, a hand’s breadth 
kbove the bend of the elbow, which was taken 
up by ligature, a finger’s breadth above the 
pundure, and the patient recovered. 

iEtius -f recommends the tying of the brachial 
artery, three or four fingers below the armpit, 
and afterwards the dividing of it, by way of pre¬ 
paration for the operation of the aneurifm. The 
ufe of the tourniquet has now made this cruel ope¬ 
ration totally unneceflary. In a number of cafes, 
where the brachial artery has been tied with fuc- 
cefs, the puliation in the wrift has returned, in 
fome in half an hour, and, in others, on the firft, 
fecond, third, or even the feventeenth day ; and, 
though in fome it has never returned, the pa¬ 
tients recovered and had the perfed ufe of their 
arms. 

In true aneurifms, and thofe of the mixed 
kind, by much the greater number cannot be 
cured without amputation, as they are frequents 
ly attended with a caries of the bone and deftruc- 
tion of the neighbouring foft parts, and the ar¬ 
tery itfelf is diieafed to a confiderable height. 
But, in the falfe aneurifm, whether the accident 

t P. 8iq. 


* Db. XLVm. p. 54. 
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be a recent one, or have been of fome (landing, 
or whether there have been a pundture of the ar¬ 
tery, or a total divifion of it, or wherever fitu- 
ated, if the artery has been fairly and properly 
taken up by ligature, amputation has very rarely 
proved neceffary, and will feldona be found fo, 
if the patient be not too far advanced in years. 
Was it not therefore poffible, in Capt. M——*s 
cafe, that if he had had no other difficulties to 
ftruggle with, fuccefs might have attended the 
tying of the principal artery, as high as the ax¬ 
illa ? for there are no confiderable branches be¬ 
twixt the humerales circumflexse, and the divi¬ 
fion near the elbow ; and in this cafe the artery 
was divided below thole branches. The fupe- 
rior thoracic, which in this inftance was not 
\vounded, generally fends off a branch, which 
forms an anaftomofis with the radial artery, 
and would, of courfe, contribute much to the 
carrying on of the circulation. And does not 
the conllant, .perfect, and natural warmth of the 
whole limb, together with the flow of blood in 
the veins, for two days together, prior to the 
patient’s death, warrant the fur rip fe ? 

It may be afleed, as the axillary vein was di¬ 
vided as high as the artery, how could the re- 
iluent'blood have been taken back to the right 
auricle of the heart ? But to this it may be an- 
fwered, that as it would be a confiderable time, 
•before the fmall arteries could enlarge and ana- 
ftomole in fuch a manner, as to i’upply the limb 
with the lame quantity of blood as it had before 
the accident, fo, in like manner, would the fmall 
veins enlarge and anaftomofe, and empty them- 

Y a felves 
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felves into the fubclavian. Befides, the extremi¬ 
ties, which from their fituation are more expoled 
to danger, are provided with an additional let of 
veins, called fubcutaneous. Thefe in the arm 
form the great cephalic vein, which afcends 
along the otiter edge of the biceps, near the 
furface of the body, between the deltoid and 
' pe&oral mufcles, entirely out of the courfe of 
the wound in this cafe, and empties itfelf into 
the fubclavian, near the middle of the clavicle ; 
by thefe means, the circulation in the limb is 
preferved, when the deep-feated veins are either 
obftruded from the contraction of the furround¬ 
ing mufcles, or when they are divided by ac¬ 
cident. 

' . ( 

Manchefler , April 2, 1783. 


II. A remarkable cafe of a difeafed ‘Tejlicle fuc - 
cefsfully treated. Communicated to Dr. Sim¬ 
mons, F. R - S. by Robert Hamilton, M. D . 
Member of the Medical Society at Edinburgh. 

\ 

M UCH has been faid for and againft the 
Cicuta fince the writings of Stdrck firft 
appeared in its favour. The following cafe 
proves it to be a medicine of confiderable ef¬ 
ficacy. : flH- 

A drummer of the tenth regiment of foot, 
aged forty-four years (twenty-fix of which he has 
palied in the army) with a conftitution impaired 

by 



[ *73 3 

by fevere fervice in different climates, and by 
the frequent life of mercury, complajned for a 
long time of fevere pains in the middle of the 
large bones, fuch as the humerus, femur and 
tibia; and at length entirely loft the ufe of his 
left arm, which became much wafted. 

To add to his calamities He had a fwelled tef- 
ticle, and that for a greater length of time than 
he could exadly tell, for it had been better and 
worfe, he faid, at different times* according as 
he had been circumftanced *, but he fpoke of it 
as a complaint of many years {landing. 

About eighteen months ago he was confined 
on account of this tefticle at Tynemouth. Sa¬ 
turnine poultices were applied to the fcrotum, 
and his complaint grew fomewhat better», but 
the regiment being ordered to the fouthern part 
of the kingdom he was obliged to march. From . 
that time till laft December I heard no more of 
him. He then came into the hofpital in a dread¬ 
ful ftate. His left tefticle, he faid, had con¬ 
tinued more or lefs fwelled fince he left the 
North; and when we faw him in the hofpital 
its bulk was fuch, that it would have weighed 
perhaps four or five pounds. 

It refembled a piece of a large gut ftuffed, 
with a bend downwards. The blood veflclsap- 
peared finely ramified and full on the fcrotum, 
except at the upper part near the groin, and in 
the courfe of the fpermatic cord. This part was 
lomewhat more protuberant than the reft I 
applied Goulard’s extraft of Saturn for about 
ten days, but without any good effed. The pro¬ 
tuberance inerealed, became pointed, foft, and 

yield- 
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yielding, fo that it feemed as if a fuppuratiort 
had taken place, and yet there was no appear¬ 
ance of rednefs or inflammation on the fkin. At 
length however it was become fo large and the 
. fluctuation fo evident, though Hill without any 
change in the colour of the Ikin, that I deter¬ 
mined to hazard a punCture. 

The integuments were much thickened, and I 
was not without apprehenfion of wounding fome 
of the larger veflels of the tunica vaginalis* 
which I knew would be attended with a great 
deal of trouble, if not danger; and I could not 
avail myfelf of the caution given by a refped* 
able author in fuch cafes, of darkening the room 
and holding a candle on the oppofite fide of the 
ferotum in order to fee and avoid them, fo con- 
denfed were the coats of the ferotum. I made a 
pundure, however, and fucceeded well. I drew 
off near two pounds of a greenifh ferum, which 
reduced the tefticle to about half its former 
bulk. 

It was only now that I learned the true ftate 
of the tefticle ;■ I could feel it diftinCtly, yet it 
adhered to the ferotum and vaginal coat, except 
at one part. In its lhape it relembled a turnip, 
,but it was fomewhat more oblong. It was thin, 
flat, and as hard as a piece of wood, fo that not 
the fmalleft doubt of its being fchirrous re¬ 
mained. 

I now put him on a courfe of Hemlock pow¬ 
der, prepared from the leaves of the plant. This 
medicine, which was firlt recommended to me 
by my friend Dr. Macqueen, a very ingenious 
and relpedable phyftcian at Yarmouth, I had 
. . already 
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already experienced good effects from in feveral 
cafes. I began with a fcruple, but foon increafed 
the dofe to a drachm once a day. He had not 
taken it above a fortnight when I perceived an 
evident change in the cafe foy the better. The ad- 
, hefions were beginning to give way, and the hard 
edges were growing round and foft. The punc¬ 
ture foon healed, and no farther collection of 
matter took place. He continued the ufe of 
the remedy till within thefe few days * the tefti- 
cle gradually decreafed in fize, and two days 
ago, when he was difcharged from the hofpital, 
.alter having boen there about eleven weeks, it 
was very little larger than the other. I wiflied 
to have made his cure ltill more complete, and 
procured leave from the Colonel to keep him in 
the hofpital fix weeks longer, if he chofe to re¬ 
main there fo long, but he thought himfelf too 
well to require any more medicine. He is now 
going to undertake a long journey on foot, 
which will probably endanger a return of his 
complaint, He is obliged to go to Chelfea- 
jiofpital to pafs for a penlion, and from thence 
to his relations, who live at a great diftance 
from London'. - v . 

It is remarkable, that both his urine and ftools 
were coloured by the medicine, as both were 
as green as grafs while he took it. His arm is 
in the fame ltate as before. - . 

I think it right to obferve, that during the 
whole time he was under the Hemlock courfe, 
he took a quarter of a grain of corrofive fubli- 
mate in folution daily. I mention this circum- 
Jtance ? that you may determine how far it probably 

coq- 
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contributed to the e.ffe&s produced. For my 
own part 1 do not think that it had any great 
(hare in the cure. 

Tartu out by March 14, 1783. 


HI. Biographical Anecdotes* of the late John Fo- * 
thergill, M. D. F. R. S. and S. A. Member of 
the Royal College of Phyficians at London and 
Edinburgh 5 of the Royal Medical Society at 
Paris ; and of the American Philofophical So¬ 
ciety. 

T HIS celebrated phyfician was born on the 
8th of March 1712, at Carr-end, in the 
county of York. His parents were John f and 
Margaret FothergUl, .both perfons of approved 
integrity, whofe names are (till dear to the fociety 
of Quakers.. He was one of many children, but 
not the only one who excelled in the gifts of un» 
derftapdipg- 

♦ • 


* Complied chiefly from the accounts publifhed by 
Dr. Hird, Dr. Elliot, Dr. Thompfon, and Dr. Lettfom ; 
—we mention them in the order in which they have ap- 

In the year 1734, one John Fothergill, pro- 
“ bably the Doctor’s tarher, and Jofeph Stor, took a. 
** very a£live part in the contefted ele&ion for the 
« county of York, and figned a circular letter to the. 
** Quakers, recommending to their favour SirHowland 
“ Wynn and Cholmondeley Turner, two of the candi- 
**■ d>te^”^rr—Dr. EllioVs Life of Dr. P. 
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He was early in life^ under the care of his 
grandfather, Mr. Thomas Hough, a perfon of 
fortune, who refided at Frodfham in Chefhire, 
and who at a proper age placed him at the gram¬ 
mar fchool in that town. At this fchool he 
continued till his twelfth year, and was then re¬ 
moved to another at Sedberg in Yorkfbire, where 
he remained about four years, and attained to a 
competent knowledge of the Latin tongue, and 
fome acquaintance with the Greek ; and though, 
as he himfelf has been heard to acknowledge*, 
he was not careful enough to improve the latter, 
it is certain that after he left thele fchools he 
continued to cultivate his Latinity, fo as to read 
authors in that language very familiarly, and to 
write in it with fufficient fluency. But his at¬ 
tention was directed rathefTcr general knowledge 
than to the ftudy of the learned languages, which 
he regarded little farther than as the vehicles of 
profitable information. 

About the year 1728, he was put apprentice 
to Benjamin Bartlett, a very reputable and in¬ 
telligent quaker apothecary, at Bradford in 
Yorklhjre, who before this had been the tutor 
of Dr. Hillary. 

After having completed the term of his ap- 
prenticefhip with fidelity and reputation, he re¬ 
moved to Edinburgh, to ftudy phyfic under the 
doctors Monro, Alfton, Rutherford, Sinclair, and 
Plummer, who at that time filled the profeflo- 
rial chairs in that univerfity with diftinguifhed re- 

* Dr. Thompfon’s Life of Dr. F. 

Vol. IV. N° II. Z putadon. 
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potation. Here he remained till the year 1736, 
diligently employed in his professional purfuits, 
and conciliating the particular regard of the 
profefibrs. 

During his refidence at the Univerfity he 
formed a friendship which continued through 
life, with three of his fellow ftudents of dif- 
tinguilhed abilities. Thel'e were Dr. Rufiell, 
. who wrote the hiftory of Aleppo, and whom he 
has commemorated in a very elegant eulogium -f-; 
Dr. Cleghorn, of Dublin, author of an excellent 
work on the difeafes of Minorca; and Dr. Cum¬ 
ing, ofDorchefter. 

It was on the 13th of Auguft 1736, that he 
graduated at Edinburgh. On this occafion he 
defended a thefts “ Rg. emeticorum ufu,” which 
has been thought worthy of being preferved in 
Smellie’s Thefaurus. On the 29th of the fol¬ 
lowing month he arrived in London, and im¬ 
mediately entered himfelf phylicians pupil at St. 
Thomas’s hofpital, the practice of which he di¬ 
ligently attended for two years. 

In the Spring of the year 1740, he was Soli¬ 
cited to accompany a few friends in a viftt to 
the Continent. They were perfons of too many 
engagements at home to admit of long refidence 
in any one Spot, but a journal of the tour kept 
by the dottor, and communicated, on his return, 
to his friend Dr. Cuming, in a Latin letter, in¬ 
dicates a genius turned for general observation 


t An fcflay on the chara&er of the late Alexander 
Rullcll, M. D. F. R. S. read before the Society of phyfi- 
cians, the ad of October 1769. 
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and curiofity. From this letter it appears, that 
after palling through Flanders to Bruflells, the 
doftor travelled on to Spa and Aix la Chapelle, 
and from thence through Holland and Friefland 
to Bremen. 

After this excurfion to the Continent dodtor 
Fothergill returned to London, and took up 
his refidence in White-hart Court, Grace-church 
Street, where he continued during the greater 
part of his life, and where he acquired and efta- 
blifhed both his fame and fortune. His bufi- 
nefs for fome years was confined chiefly to the 
lower clafs of people, fo that he has often tra¬ 
veled f the outfkirts of the city from, morning 
till night, and returned home without having 
taken one fee. 

In 1746, he was admitted a licentiate of the 
college of phyficians, and two years after this, 
viz. in 1748, his “account of the putrid fore 
throat made its appearance.” To this piece, 
which is entitled to great praile, and has been 
tranflated into almoft every European language, 
he owed a confiderable extenfion of his practice. 
He was now introduced into the firfl: families in 
the metropolis; and he was rarely ever employed, 
but in emergencies he was fought for again. 
His popularity has by fome been afcribed to the 
novelty of his character j but the fadf is, that 
at that time there were two other phyficians in 
London of the fame religious perluafion as 
himielf. A peculiar addrels and luperior talents 

t Dr. Thompfon’s Life of Dr. F. 
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were no doubt the caufes to which he owed his 
fuperiority. 

In April 1750, he began to publifh in the 
Gentleman’s Magazine a rrionthly account of the 
weather and difeafes in London, which was re¬ 
gularly continued for feveral years. But in 1755, 
we find him “ in doubt whether he fhall be able 
“ to furnifh even fo much as he had done, for 
“ the future •, being partly prevented by want of 
“ health and proper leifure, and partly difcou- 
“ raged by an apprehenfion that what he did 
“ was of fo little confequence as to be difre- 
“ garded-f-.” The do&or meant to excite other 
experienced phyficians in different parts to imi¬ 
tate his example, bv communicating fimilar ob¬ 
servations ; but being dil'appointed in his views, 
and his time being much engrolfed in prattice, 
he difcontinued the publication in the beginning 
of the year 1756. 

In 1754 he was ele< 5 ted a fellow J of the col¬ 
lege of phyficians at Edinburgh, and in 1763 
a fimilar honour was conferred on him by the 
Royal Society of London, to whom he had fe¬ 
veral years before this communicated fome inte- 
refting papers, inferted in different volumes of 
their tranfaflions. Thefe were not the only aca¬ 
demical honours which his great merit procured 
him. He was one of the earlieft members of 
the American Philofophical Society, and in 1776, 
when a Royal Medical Society was inilituted 

-{• Gent. Mag. Jan. 1755. 

X An ordinary, not an honorary , fellow, as mentioned 
by Dr. Thomplon. 
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at Paris, Sr. Fothergill was one of a feleft num¬ 
ber of foreign phyficians whom rhe fociety 
thought proper to rank amongft their affoci- 
ates *. 

In this enumeration of the compliments paid 
to his zeal and abilities we muft not omit to men¬ 
tion that the celebr ted Linnaeus dittinguifhed 
a fpecies of Polyandria Digynia, by the name of 
* Pother gill a Gar deni. 

In the conteft between the fellows and licen¬ 
tiates of the College of Phyficians, Dr. Fother- 
gill took an afiive part, and fubferibed five 
hundred pounds towards bringing it to a legal 
decifion. When all thoughts of law proceed¬ 
ings were laid afide, the licentiates continued to 
affemble once a month for the fake of reading 
medical papers, and converfing on the prevail¬ 
ing difeafes. After the death of Sir William 
Dunran, Bart. Dr. Fothergill was unanimoufly 
elected to be their prefident, and he continued 
in this office till his death. He was feldom 
abfent from their meetings, and his uniform en¬ 
deavours to render this inllitution a fource of 
profeffional harmony, and at the fame time of 
public utility, railed him high in the efteem of 
every member. 


* The members of this fociety are divided into two 
clafles, viz. Ailociates or Fellows fSocii) and Corref- 
pondents (Cqrrefpondentes) ; the number of the former is 
limited to 60, whereas that of the latter is unlimited. 
Dr. Lettfom, through miftake, ftiles Dr. F. a corre- 
fppnding member. 
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Ever anxious to promote the interefts of his 
profefiion by extending our knowledge of dif- 
eafes, he united himfelf with a feleCf number 
of ingenious phyficians, in collecting materials 
for a work of which five volumes have appeared 
under the title of Medical Obfervations and En¬ 
quiries , a performance known and efteemed in 
every country where medical fcience is fuccefT- 
fully cultivated. Befides the numerous efiays in 
this excellent collection to which the name of 
Dr. Fothergill is prefixed, we now learn-f that 
he was likewife the author of the three anony¬ 
mous papers in the fourth volume. 

In 1774, when the legiflature -became juftly 
alarmed at repeated inftances of infection, which 
priioners diffeminated m courts when brought 
before their judges. Dr. Fothergill and his hu¬ 
mane friend Mr. Howard, were defired to at¬ 
tend the houfe of commons; before which they 
gave fuch information as induced the parliament 
to pafs a bill for preventing the gaol diftemper, 
and afterwards to recommend the building of 
penitentiary houfes, as a mode of punifhment 
calculated to restrain indolence and vice. Thelc 
two difttnguilhed perfons, with George Whatley, 
efq. were appointed commifiioners tor carrying 
into execution this new fyftem of correction. 

A man of his diftinguiihed abilities'and milddif* 
pofition could not fail to acquire the efteem of his 
peaceful brethren, the quakers ; and accordingly 
he was for many years looked up to as one of 
their mod valuable members, and was frequently 

f Dr. Lettfom’s account of Dr. F. 

ap- 



appointed to draw up and fign the annual letter 
to the lociety at their general afiembly at Whit- 
iuntide. He likewife compofed and prefented 
the congratulatory addrefs of the quakers to his 
prefent majefty on his acceflion to-the throne, 
which he managed very ingenioufly, avoiding 
the peculiarities of fpeech to which thole of his 
led: are lb much add idled. 

To pals through life perfeclly free from cen- 
iure is the lot of few. Perhaps no man ever 
deferved it lefs than Dr. Fothergill; but an un¬ 
fortunate dilpute with a perlon of his own reli¬ 
gious perfualion expofed him to the ill-natured 
reflections of many of his own fed as well as of . 
the public at large. It clearly appeared, how¬ 
ever, that this obloquy was perfeclly unmerited 
on the fide of Dr. Fothergill. The circum- 
itances alluded to were as follows: in the year 
ry66, one Samuel Leeds, an illiterate perfon, 
who had been brought up to the trade of a brufh- 
maker, was admitted by the univerfity of Edin¬ 
burgh to the degree of dodlor of phyfic; and on 
his coming to London foon afterwards, being 
efpoufed by feveral leading perfons amongft the 
quakers, was chofen phylician to the London 
hofpital. Soon after his election, one of his col¬ 
leagues, in a converfation with Dr. Fothergill, 
happening to'mention Leeds’s fuccefs, the doctor 
replied, “ Take care he does no mifchief.” It 
was not long before Leeds gave fufficient marks 
of his ignorance to alarm the governors; and 
what had dropped from fo refpedlable a perfon 
as Dr. Fothergill might perhaps not a little tend 
to convince them of their precipitancy in eledt- 

ing 
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jng a phyfician to their hofpital fo unqualified 
for the duties of it. They therefore made a re- 
folution “ that no phyfician ffiould continue to 
“ officiate in that hofpital, who had not pafied 
“ an examination at the college of phyficians.” 
Dr. Leeds now faw himfelf reduced to the necef- 
fity of either refigning his poll in the hofpital, 
or of prefenting himfelf to the college. He de¬ 
termined to adopt the latter alternative, was ex¬ 
amined and rejected. The cenfors wit’ll great 
candour had advifed him to poflpone his exa¬ 
mination another year, if he thought himfelf not 
fufficiently prepared ; but he would not liften to 
their advice. The expreffion that had efcaped 
Dr. Fothergill with regard to this unfortunate 
* perfon, having come to his knowledge, he made 
it the foundation of an accufation which was 
brought before his own fociety. Thefe inoffen- 
five people who are averfe to the litigious pro* 
ceedings that vex and ruin fo many of their fel¬ 
low citizens, referred the charge after their ufual 
manner, to a certain number of arbitrators. 
Five perfbns were appointed for this purpofe, 
and three of the number awarded 5001. damages 
to Dr. Leeds, after refufing to hear Dr. Fother- 
gill’s principal evidence. The two other arbi¬ 
trators with great propriety protefted againft the 
award ; and after much altercation in the fociety. 
Dr.' Leeds moved the court of King’s Bench to 
fhew caufe why the rule for the recovery of the 
damages ffiould not be made abfolute. Lord 
Mansfield, after hearing the evidence and counfel 
on the part of Dr. Leeds, refuled to hear Dr. 
Fothergill’s counielj becaufe, lie obferved, the 

evi- 



evidence on the part of Dr. Leeds’s arbitrators 
was fufficient to prove the illegality and injuftice 
of their own award. The learned and noble 
judge further added, that Dr. Fothergill did no 
more than his duty, in faying what he was 
charged with •, and that he would not have afted 
as an honeft man, had he faid lefs. This he il- 
luftrated by a facetious ftory in which he had 
himfelf a<5ted a fimilar part with a difearded fer- 
vantf. Another affair which occalioned no 
little uneafinefs to Dr. Fothergill, was a charge 
brought againft him, by the editor of Parkinfon’s 
voyage, of partiality, in adjufting a difference 
between him and a refpectable baronet. The doc¬ 
tor in a pamphlet - entitled “ Introdu&ory re- 
« marks on the preface of Parkinfon’s journal of 
« a voyage,” very ably and fatisfaflorily vindi¬ 
cated himfelf from the afperfions thrown upon 
him in this tranfa&ion. 

So far was Dr. Fothergill from poffeffing a 
jealoufy at the appearance of a rival in phyfic 
amongft thole of his own perfuafion, that Dr. 
Chorley, a quaker phyfician, who had been 
educated under his old mafter, Benjamin Bart¬ 
lett, was admitted into his own houfe; and at 
length, after being introduced into confiderable 
practice, died under the roof of his patron. It 
might, indeed, truly be faid of Dr. Fothergill, 
that he was a liberal ^promoter of merit, with¬ 
out any regard to the religious tenets of its pof- 

✓ 

•f See--Gent. Mag. for Nov. 1781. 
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fefior. It was in confequence of his recommen¬ 
dation that in 1780 Dr. Carmichael Smyth was 
lent to i'uperintend the prilon at Winchefter, to 
avert, if pofiible, the fpreading conragion of 
the gaol diftemper among the French and Spa- 
nifh prifoners. The fingular fuccefs of Dr. 
Smyth’s attendance, whilft it did honour to his 
medical knowledge, reflected no lefs upon Dr. 
Fothergill’s difcernment in the choice of an able 
phyfician. Long before this, we are told, he 
had been the means, and the foie means f of Dr. 
now Baron Dimfdale’s being lent to St. Peterf- 
burgh, where he defervedly acquired fo much 
honour and fortune. 

Dr. Fothergill had very early acquired a tafte 
for botany, which he acknowledged to have been 
much heightened and improved by his friend 
Peter Collinfon. In proportion as the profits of 
his praftice increaled, he indulged this tafte, 
and for this purpofe, in 1762, purchafed an 
eftate at Upton in Efiex, containing about fixty 
acres of land, and between five and fix acres of 
garden ground. In this garden every plant that 
iVemed likely to be of ule in phyfic, or manu¬ 
factures, was procured at any expence, and 
cultivated with the greateft attention. A wind¬ 
ing canal, in the figure of a crefcenr, nearly 
formed it into two divifions, and opened occa- 
fionally on the fight, through the branches of 
rare and exotic fhrubs on its banks. On this 
fpol, in the midft of winter, when the earth 

t Lettfom’s Life of %)r. F. 
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was covered with fnow, evergreens were cloathed 
in full verdure. Without expofure to the open 
air, a glafs door from the manfion-houfe gave 
entrance into al'uite of hot and greenhoufe apart¬ 
ments of nearly 260 feet extent, containing up¬ 
wards of 3,400 diftindt fpecies of exotics. In 
the open ground, were to be leen about 3000 
diftindt fpecies of plants and fhrubs. From 
America he received various fpecies of Catalpas, 
Kalmias, Magnolias, firs, oaks, maples, and other 
valuable produdtions, which became denizens 
of his domain, fome of them capable of being 
applied to the moft ufeful purpofes of timber; 
and, in return, he tranfplanted green and bohea 
teas from his garden at Upton, to the fouthem 
part of that great continent, now rifing into an 
independent empire. His fupplies were not de¬ 
rived from America alone, for he fpared no 
coft in eftablilhing a univerfal correfpondence 
with almoft every part of the habitable globe; 
and his wifhes happily fucceeded in procuring 
an immenfe variety of plants and feeds from 
China, and the Eaft and Weft Indies, from Si¬ 
beria and the Alps, the new difeovered iflands, 
&c. and not a few from Africa, that ftupen- 
dous garden of vegetable beauty. He endeavoured 
to improve the grow:h and quality of coffee in 
the Weft India iflands-, the Bamboo cane (Arundo 
Eambos) calculated for various domeftic tiles, 
he procured from China, and purpoledto tranf- 
plant it to our iflands fituated within the Tro¬ 
pics. To him and Dr. Rufiell we are indebted 
fov the flourifhing of genuine fcammony in our 
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foil, as if indigenous to it. He attempted to 
procure the tree which affords the Peruvian bark, 
and is faid * to have at length fo far fucceeded, 
as to have had one plant in his garden, where it 
died. He likewife offered premiums of one 
hundred pounds each co two captains of fhips 
for a plant in vegetation of the true f Winter’s 
bark. 

But 

* Dr. Lettfom’s account of Dr. F. 
f Sir Jofeph Banks, bart. the learned prefident of 
the Royal Society, gives the following account of Dr. 
Fothergill’s garden, in a letter to Dr. Thompfon, in¬ 
ferred by the latter in his life of the doCtor : 

“ At an expence feldom undertaken by an individual, 
and with an ardour that was vifible in the whole of 
“ his conduct, he procured from all parts of the world 
“ a great number of the rareft plants, and protected 
“ them in the ampleft buildings which this or any other 
• “ country has feen. 

“ He liberally propofed rewards to thofe whofe cir- 
“ cumftances and fituations in life gave them opportu- 
“ nities of bringing hither plants which might be or- 
“ namental, and probably ufeful to this country, or 
“ her colonies; and as liberally paid thefe rewards to 
** all that ferved him. If the troubles of war had per- 
' “ mitted, we ihould have had the cortex Winteranus, 
“ &c. &c. introduced by his means into this country; 
“ and alfo the bread-fruit, mangafteen, &c. into the 
“ Weft India illands. For each of thefe and many others 
“ he had fixed a proper premium. In conjunction with 
“ the Earl of Tankerville, Dr. Pitcairn, and myfelf, 
“ he fent over a perfon to Africa, who is Hill employed 
“ upon the coaft of that country, for the purpofe of 
“ collefting plants and fpecimens. 

** Thofe whofe gratitude for reftored health prompted 
“ them to do what was acceptable to their benefaftor, 
“ were always informed by him that prefents of rare 
“ plants chiefly attraded his attention, and would be 

“ more 
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But the exertions of Dr. Fothergill were not 
confined to botany. As he ftudied moft depart¬ 
ments of natural hiftory, and patronized its in¬ 
genious cultivators, he necetfarily became pof- 
ieffed of a valuable collection of its rare objects. 
Next to the Duchefs of Portland, he had the 
belt cabinet of fhellsj in the kingdom. His 

“ more acceptable to him than the moft generous fees. 
“ How many unhappy men, enervated by the effects 
“ of hot climates, where their connections had placed 
“ them, found health at their return home at that 
“ cheap purchafe ! 

“ What an infinite number of plants he obtained by 
“ thefe means, the large collection of drawings he left 
“ behind will amply teftify; and that they were 
“ equalled by nothing but royal munificence, at this 
“ time largely befto.ved on the Botanic gardens at 
“ Kew. In my opinion, no other garden in Europe, 
“ royal, or of a fubjeCt, had nearly fo many fcarce and 
“ valuable plants. 

“ That fciencc might not fufFer a lofs when a plant 
tl he had cultivated lhould die, he liberally paid the 
“ belt artift the country afforded to draw the new ones 
“ as they came to perfection; and fo numerous were 
“ they at laft, that he found it neceffary to employ 
“ more' artifts than one, in order to keep pace with 
« 1 their increafe. His garden was known all over 
«* Europe, and foreigners of all ranks alked, when 
*‘ they came hither, permillion to fee it.” 

J Dr. Fothergill had a very accurate knowledge of 
conchoiogy : Mr. Da Cofta was indebted to him for 
many of the notes in his hiftory of fhelis, and in a copy 
of Lifter’s Exercitatio Arratornica de Cochleis Terref- 
tribus, which was fold with the reft of his library, after 
his death, was found the following manufeript note: 
“ This book I have corrected, .and have made additions 
“ for a fecond imprefllon.”—This laft anecdote has 
efcaped the notice of his other biographers. 
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collection of ores and minerals was diftinguifhed 
for the rarity, rather than the number of the 
fpecimens that compofed it. His cabinet of in¬ 
fers was extremely elegant, and it was from the 
Doctor’s collection of corals that the ingenious 
Mr. Ellis, F. R. S. delineated his fyftem. As a 
further proof of the attention Dr. Fothergill be¬ 
llowed on Natural Hiftory, we may obierve, that 
his collection pf exaCt and highly finilhed draw¬ 
ings of plants and flowers did not amount to lels 
than twelve hundred. Thefe elegant fpecimens, 
the value of which it is difficult to eftimate, 
were chiefly on vellum by Ehret, Taylor, Harris, 
and Mifs Ann Lee, and were lately purchafed by 
the Emprefs of Ruffia for 2,300 pounds *. The 
great botanical work by Millar, in which the 
Linna:an fylteip is illuftrated with Angular ele¬ 
gance, was begun and finiffied under the patron¬ 
age and infpeCtion of Dr. Fothergill, to whom 
it was with great propriety fubferibed. Bye 
the dedication was afterwards, with no little dif¬ 
ficulty in recalling the copies, cancelled at his 
exprefs folicitation J. Though he took pleafure 
in encouraging ingenuity, he difiiked to be told 
of it. Indeed he was averfe to dedications in 
general, and confidered them as a fpecies of 
literary pageantry, more productive of envy to 
the patron, than of advantage to the author. 

Among other perfons patronized by this emi¬ 
nent phylician was Anthony Purver, originally 
an unlearned Quaker mechanic, who had been 

• Dr; Lettfom’s account of Dr. F. J Ibid. 
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brought up a fhoemaker, with no other educa¬ 
tion than a very {lender and imperfect knowledge 
of his native tongue. Being of a lcrious turn of 
mind, he refolved to examine the religious fenti- 
ments he had imbibed in his youth, and in the 
courfe of his enquiries found himfelf much em- 
barraffed by the different explanations of the 
fcriptures. This determined him, though late in 
life, to ftudy the original languages. He began 
with Hebrew, and in a very moderate compafs 
of time made himfelf matter of that and other 
oriental languages, which are molt ufeful to a 
critical knowledge of the fcriptures. He after¬ 
wards learned Greek, and at laft Latin. The 
fruits of thofe ftudies were a new and literal 
tranflation of the Old and New Teftament, with 
notes critical and explanatory, in 2 vols. folio, 
printed in the year 1765 at the foie expence * of 
Dr. Fothergill §. 

At the approach of the fevere winter of 1767, 
Dr. Fothergill propofed a fcheme, and liberally 
contributed to raife a fund for enfuring its fuc- 
cefs, to purchale fifh at a wholefale cheap price, 
and to diipofe of them at a fmall lofs, till the 
whole fubl'cription Ihould be expended. The 
fociety,' who fupported this fcheme, whigh was 
continued to the year 1770, in the fame manner 
purchafed potatoes in Lancalhire, and conveyed 
them by water to the metropolis. And to coun¬ 
tenance this diet, the Dodtor purchafed from 

* This, we have been allured, did not fall much 
fhort of £2,000. 

§ Dr. Elliot’s life of Dr. F. 
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the warehoufes, opened for the fale of thefe arti¬ 
cles, the provifions of his own table, once at leaft 
every week *. 

It was he who firft f Tuggefted the plan of 
bringing fifh by land carriage, in order to break 
a monopoly which had highly enhanced the price 
of frefh fifh in all the markets about London. 

His oblervations on fubje&s of police, could 
they be colle&ed together, would conftitute, we 
are told, an ample and ufeful volume J. He is 
faid to have written nearly an hundred letters in 
the Gazetteer on the fubjedt of the new pave¬ 
ment, and he was inceffantly communicating 
ufeful hints for the improvement of this great 
city. But of the different plans which his zeal 
to promote the welfare of fociety led him to un¬ 
dertake, the inftitution of the Seminary at Ack- 
worth, in Yorkfhire, was one of the moft im¬ 
portant to the prefent as well as to future times. 
This inftitution, of which he was the original 
projector in the year 1778, and to which he was 
a liberal benefactor, both during his life-time 
and by his will, at prefent contains above three 
hundred poor children of the fociety of Quakers, 
who ^re here furnifhed with all the neceffary con- 
veniencies and comforts of life, properly cloathed, 
and educated in every branch of knowledge fuit- 
able for the ftation in which ft is prefumed they 
may be placed §. 

Of his kindnefs and bounty to individuals 

• Dr. Lettfom’s life of Dr. F. f Ibid. J Tbid. 

§ Dr. Hird’s affettionate Tribute, &c. 
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many well attefted anecdotes are related ||, and 
more might be collected. It will be fufficient 
here to mention his generofiry to his worthy, 
but unfortunate friend, the late Dodtor Gowin 
ICnight, who applied to him in a moment of pe¬ 
cuniary diftrefs, and returned with a heart fet at 
eafe by the noble benefadtion of—a thoufand 
guineas J. 

Dr. hqthergill’s ability to perform fuch adts 
of munificence was the relult of a popularity 
which has been l'cldom equalled, perhaps never 
exceeded by any phyfician, and which continued 
undiminifhed as long as his health and ftrength 
would allow him to attend on his patients. How 
much he acquired in any one year is not with 
certainty known, becaufe the exadt extent of his 
profits he never difclofed, but it is certain that 
during a long feries of years his diligence was 
unabated. He made every moment important 
by a wonderful regularity in his manners and 
in all his concerns, and his domeftics had ac¬ 
quired, a fimilar punctuality; and thus by ge¬ 
neral order and fyftem, not a moment feemed 
with him to be loft in delays, or in his move¬ 
ments from one objedt to another. His engage¬ 
ments, hoWever, in the way of his profellion took 
fuch poffefllon of his hours, that while his gar¬ 
den was every day inviting him by new objedt 3 
of improvement and gratification, he may be al*» 
moft laid to have been tantalized by its pleafures. 

|| "Dr. Hird’s affe&ionate Tribute, &c. 

t Dr. Thompfon’s and Dr. Lettfom’s Accounts of 
Dr. F. 
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In the day-time he was either at home attending 
to the complaints of a long fucceflion of pa¬ 
tients, or vifiting them abroad with the utmoft 
frugality of time•, and late at evening fo much 
taken up in anfwering confulting letters from 
diftant parts, that he could only borrow a few 
hours in a week to furvey his garden. 

As this pleafant recefs was too remote to be 
often vifited, fo it was too much within the fphere 
of aflion to be a refuge from care and impor¬ 
tunity, which yet the exhaufted ftate of his 
ftrength and fpirits required. This he deter¬ 
mined upon j and having found a defirable fitua- 
tion, at Lea-Hall, near Middlewich in Chelhire, 
he procured a leafe of it from the proprietor. 
Sir John Leicefter. This place was the more 
agreeable to him, as it was diftant only 18 miles 
from Warrington, where two of his brothers* 
then refided. To this fecluded fpot he firft re¬ 
tired in the fummer of the year 1765, and con¬ 
tinued to make his anniverfary retreat to it as 
long as he lived, commonly leaving London in 
the month of July, and returning thither again 
in the beginning of October, fo as to be abfent 
eight or nine weeks. 

On his return to the metropolis, his friends 
ufed to obferve with pleafure how much he was 
improved in complexion, chearfulnefs, and health. 
This retreat loon became the more necefiary, as 
in 1767 he removed from his long known refi- 

* Samuel and Jofeph Fothergill. The former was a 
verj eminent preacher amongit the Quakers. They 
both died feveral years before the Doftor., 
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dence in White Hart Court, to a new built 
houfe, which he purchafed, in Harpur-ftreet, 
The commodioufnefs of this new fituation foon 
prefented him with a very extenfive fcene of bu- 
ftnds at the Weft end of the town in families of 
rank, and at the fame time his former con¬ 
nexions and friendlhips called for his daily atten¬ 
dance in the city, by which means his circle of 
practice became greatly enlarged. 

During his retirement at Lea-Hall he ufed 
to enjoy the company of a fmall number of 
friends, ride every day on horfeback, and pur- 
fue his plan and enlarge his ideas of horticul¬ 
ture. From his garden at Upton, he fent du¬ 
plicates of plants to Lea-Hall, and had the 
pleafure of obferving the peculiar effedts of a new 
air, foil, and climate on vegetation. In this re¬ 
treat he took no fees, but ufed to devote on$ 
day in the week to attend at Middlewich, and 

} >refcribe gratis to all who applied to him. Here 
ikewife he prepared many of his medical and 
other papers for publication, and wrote letters 
to his numerous correfpondents. 

With jNorth America his correfpondence was 
extenfive-, his name .was dear to the inhabit¬ 
ants; his father had thrice traverfed that con¬ 
tinent * in the fervice of religion and his bro¬ 
ther Samuel had followed the example of their 
parent. Many families, from the fame of his 
medical lkill, crofied the Atlantic to place them- 
felves under his care. 

\ _* ‘ , 

* Dr. Lettfom’s Life of Dr. F. 
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With refpeft to the late unfortunate conteft 
with our colonies, Dr. Fothergill, from its com¬ 
mencement, ftrenuoufly advifed leniency to our 
Transatlantic brethren. His fentiments on this 
fubjeft are fully explained in an anonymous 
pamphlet, intitled, “ An Englifh Freeholder’s 
“ Addrefs,” publifhed in the year 1779, an ^ 
of which, we now learn, he was the writer. 

Between him and Dr? Franklin a mutual 
friendlhip had early commenced and continued 
to the death of the former. The American phi- 
lofopher in a letter to Dr. Lettfom, dated Pafly, 
iMarch 17, 1783, and printed by the latter in 
his life of Dr. Fothergill, after paying 4 due 
compliment to the philanthropy of his dec.eafed 
friend, fays, “ juft before I left England, he in 
“ conjun&ion with Mr. * * and mylelf, laboured 
“ hard to prevent the coming war ; but our en- 
“ deavours were fruitlefs.” This paflage alludes 
'to a tranlaftion which took, place, it feems, in 
1774, when a conference was held between Dr. 
Fothergill, Dr. Franklin, and another common 
friend, whofe name is not mentioned, for the 
purpofe of removing all differences between Ame¬ 
rica and the Mother Country. At this meeting 
Dr. Franklin produced his propofitions *, and 
gave up fuch parts as were objefted to by Dr. 
Fothergill and his colleague. In this ftate a 
copy of them was taken and imparted to fome 
perfons in power; and the anfwer was, that the 
propofitions were fuch as appeared to demand 

• Thefe and other papers on the fame ftibjeft are pub- 
liihed by Dr. Lettfom in his account of Dr. Fothergill. 
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too much. Several attempts were afterward^ 
made to reconcile the fubjeffs of contention j 
but as the 12th article, which related to the re¬ 
peal of the Bofton-port bill, and of the adts 
which altered the charters of the Maflachufets 
Bay, and extended the limits of Canada, was ip- 
iifted on by Dr. Franklin, though many of the 
others were acceded to, the negociation was 
broken off, and in a fhort time afterwards Dr. 
Franklin embarked for America. The reader 
of fenfibility who reflects on the train of evils 
that followed, and confiders the fatal carnage of 
j00,000 vidtims of war, drawn from the loom 
and crural tillage, and with it the fruitlefs expen¬ 
diture of 100 millions of money, muft unavoid¬ 
ably regret, that the humane and patriotic en¬ 
deavours of Dr. Fothergill and his friends were 
thus unhappily fruitrated. Seeing, however, the 
impending uanger, he perfevered in the fame line 
of condudt, and renewed his endeavours to flop the 
effufion of blood. Previous to the general afiembly 
of the county of York, in 1779, he addrefied a 
letter to fi$ friend the rev. Mr. Zouch, of Sandal, 
in that county, a clergyman and magiftrate of 
diftinguifhed reputation. This letter, which is 
penned in a clear, free, and mafculinc ftyle, full 
of argument and energy, was read in a committee 
of the meeting, and defervedly met with the 
warmeft approbation. “ There is one necefiary 
“ point,” fays the Doftor in one part of it^ 
u which, I think, you ought in the firfb place to 
P ftate moft clearly—the general decay of the 
“ county—and keep clofe to your own ; manu- 
" fi&urcs declining, commerce languilhing, va- 

“ lue 
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M lue of all land decaying, all public improve- 
“ ments at a Hand, bankruptcies numerous, 
“ taxes increafing, multitudes diftrefled, and, 
“ was it not for the late favourable feafons, uni- 
“ verfal poverty and wretchednefs muft have 
“ taken place. Pray, therefore, that peace may 
“ be reftored between us and America, as the 
<£ only means of faving your county from every 
“ fpecies of calamity •,—the war with that coun- 
“ try, and its confequences, having been the 
general caufes of thefe diftrdfes.—I do not 
“ mean that thefe expreffions fhould be ufed; 
“ you will find much better: but if you do not 
“ jay the axe to the root, in vain do you attempt 
** the branches.” It was not on men, but on 
meafures, that the good Dodor animadverted. 
He uniformly mentioned his fovereign in the 
molt refpedful language. “ Let not a Tingle 
“ refledion on the king,” fays he in another 
part of the fame letter *, “ or the miniftry, 
efcape you—I mean not to appear in your pe- 
“ tition. The acrimony that loaded the Ame- 
“ rican petitions, and cflfgraced many of our 
“ own, has done unfpeakable mifchief. I beg, 
“ therefore, and intreat, that every degree of in- 
vedive may befhunned. Produce youf fads, 
“ and place them in the cleared light; hut if 
“ you mean well to your country, and wifii to 
“ fee an example followed in other counties, 
U Hum every thing offenfive. As there is no, 
“ great room for flattery, l'o neither give way 

* The whole of this excellent epiftle is preferved by 
Dr. Lettfom in his life of Dr. Fothergill. 

tO 


i * 
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" to the reverfe temper j~if ypu do, pofterity may 
“ load your memories with deferred reproach.” 

For a feries of years, indeed for the moft 
part of his life. Dr. Fothergill had enjoyed good 
health, and time leemed (lowly to diminilh the 
vigour of his body, or weaken the exertion of 
his mind. But in November 1778 he was af- 
fli&ed with a diforder which he apprehended, 
though without foundation, to be an irregular 
gout It terminated in a fuppreflion of urine, 
from which he recovered in about three weeks, 
and for the fpace of two years enjoyed his wonted 
degree of health. He retired as ufual in 1779 and 
1 780 to Lea-Hall, and the laft time returned by 
Buxton, where he projected thofe improvements 
which we have already had occafion to mention 
in our Journal (Vol. I. p. 276 and 434). He 
likewife vifited Knarelborough, in Yorkfhire, 
[ afcer many years abfence, to pay—as he relates 
in a'letter to Dr. Lettfom—the grateful tribute 
of a tear at the fide of his father’s grave. 

The time was now approaching when he him- 
felf was to experience, that neither temperance 
nor medical (kill could exempt him from the 
final lot of humanity. On the 12th Day of De¬ 
cember 1780 he was again feized with a fuppref- 
fion of urine, which, notwithftanding every ef¬ 
fort of the experienced phyficians and furgeon -f, 

* See the ill vol. of our Journal, p. 195. The pa¬ 
per, of which an abftratt is there given, was read by 
Dr. Fothergill to the Society of Phyficians. in July 
1780, a few days before his departure for Chelhire. 

f Dr. Watfon, Dr. Warren, Dr. Reynolds, and Mr. 
Pott. 

who 



, 
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who attended him, put a period to his e»iftenc<? 
on the 26th day of the lame month. 

On difiedtion, the dileafe appeared to have 
been occafioned by a fchirrous enlargement of 
the proftate, which comprdTed the neck of thd 
bladder, fo as to prevent the introduction of a 
catheter. His remains were, on the 5th of 
January 1781, depofited in the Quakers burial 
ground at Winchmore-hill, about twelve miles 
from town i upwards of feventy coaches and 
poft-chaifes, filled with friends, attended on thii 
melancholy occafion. 

Dying a bachelor he bequeathed the bulk of his 
fortune to a maiden filler, who refided with him 
for many years before his death. He likewife be¬ 
queathed handfome legacies to his other relations 
and friends. His library *,. which confifted of an 
excellent collection of books in phyfic and natural 
hiftory, particularly the latter, has been fold by 
auction i and the late Dr. Hunter (another muni¬ 
ficent promoter of fcience, whofe lofs we are juft 
now deploring!) purchafed his collection of fhells, 
corals, and other curious fubjects of natural hif¬ 
tory, for fifteen hundred pounds f . 

- # A collefHon of about 2000 Englifh heads, in four 
volumes in folio and fix in quarto, which formed a part 
of this library, was fold to Mr. Thane. Thefe por¬ 
traits, which had been collected by that ingenious anti¬ 
quary the late Mr. John Nickolls, F. R. and A. S. 
(and which furniihed Mr. Ames with his valuable cata¬ 
logue) came foon after his death into the hands of Dr. 
Fothergill, who purchafed them for 80 guineas. 

f Dr. Fothergill gave directions by his will, that his 
colle&ion (hould be appraifed at his death, and that Dr. 
Hunter lhould have the refufal of it at five hundred 
pounds under the valuation. 


The 
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The perfon of Dr. Fothergill * was of a deli* 
cate rather than an extenuated make. His fea¬ 
tures were all charafter, and his eye had a pecu¬ 
liar brilliancy of expreflion f. In his drefs he 
was remarkably neat, plain, and decent.—At his 
meals he was uncommonly abftemious; eating 
fparingly, and rarely exceeding two glafies of 
wine at dinner or fupper. By this uniform and 
fteady temperance, he preferved his mind vigo¬ 
rous and adtive, and his conftitution equal to all 
his engagements. 

All who enjoyed the pleafure of his acquaint¬ 
ance J agree, that he was a man endowed with 
many virtues and extraordinary abilities. His 
religious principles, conduct and fervices, made 
him highly refpedtable in his own fociety ; at the 
fame time that the chaftity and integrity of his 
life and manners were univerfally known. His 
underltanding was comprehenfive, quick, and 
lively, j)refent to the moft hidden occafions, and 
very rarely embarrafled ||. There was a charm 
in his convention and addrefs that conciliated 
the regard and confidence of all who employed 
him, and fo difcreet and uniform was his con¬ 
duct, that he was not apt to forfeit the efieem 
he had once acquired. 

* Dr. Hird’s Affe&ionate Tribute, &c. 

f During his life-time he was often requefted, but as 
often refuted, to fit for his portrait. After his death it 
was very happily painted from memory by Mr. G. Stu¬ 
art, an ingenious pupil of the celebrated Mr. Welt, 
from this piftute, which appeared in the exhibition of 
the Royal Academy in 1781, an engraving in mettzo- 
tinto has been publilhed by Mr. Green. 

\ Dr. Thompfon’s life of Dr. F. || Tbid. 

Vol. IV. N°II. Cc Where 




"Where he profefied a friendfhip he was faith¬ 
ful and fincere •, neither adverfity nor death 
could di'flolve it. 

As he made the art of healing his principal 
ftudy, fo he was truly zealous for its honour 
and improvement. He was remarkably atten¬ 
tive to the diet of his patients ; and was com¬ 
monly among the foremoft to make trial of new 
medicines that came recommended by experi¬ 
ence, or their known fenfible qualities. 

His treatife on the putrid fore throat is alone 
ftifficient to entitle him to a diftinguifhed rank 
amongft medical writers. His other produc¬ 
tions, it muft be confefied, are of inferior me¬ 
rit. His reputation will certainly not be en¬ 
hanced with pofterity by fwelling the catalogue 
of his works, and the Medical Society, of which 
he was a member, have Ihewn a true regard to 
his memory by fupprefling fome of his manu- 
fcript efiays, which had been haftily conceived, 
and were too incorrect to obtain his own appro¬ 
bation *. We wilh to fee this laudable mode of 
condufl more generally adopted; pofthumous 
publications would then be more favourable 
than they are at prefent to the reputation of au¬ 
thors. The fame of many an admired writer 
has fuffered through the miltaken zeal of his 
friends or the avarice of a bookfeller. 

As a citizen of the world, attentive to the 
wants and miferies of mankind, and conftantly 
bufied in promoting fchemes of public utility, 
and the improvement of arts and fciences. Dr. 

* i i 

• Dr. Thoxnpfon’s life of Dr. F. 


Fother- 



[ 203 ] 

Forhergill’s character will fuffer no diminution 
compared with any perfon of the prefent age. 

Where fo many good qualities redded jt 
might appear invidious to point out trifling 
foibles. Some filch fell to the fhare of Dr. Fo- 
thergill. They were, however, more than com- 
penfated by his virtues ; and the public, as well 
as his friends, hath, fuftained, by his death, an 
irreparable lofs. 


SECTION III. 

Medical and Philosophical News. 

A T a public meeting of the Royal Medical 
Society at Paris, on the 13th of March 
1783, the premium of 1200 livres offered by 
the lociety in 1778 for the beft diflercation on 
the treatment of hydrophobia, was divided be¬ 
tween three of the candidates *, one of thefe, M. 
le Roux, furgeon-major to the General Hofpital 
at Dijon, whofe effay was fuppofed to have the 
moft merit, though not enough to entitle him to 
the whole of the premium, received a gold me¬ 
dal of 600 livres value. M. Baudot, phyfician 
at La Charite-fur-Loire, and M. Bouteille, phy¬ 
fician at Manofque, the other two fuccefsful 
candidates, were each of them rewarded with a 
gold medal of 300 livres value. 

At the fame time the fociety voted the premi¬ 
um offered in 1781, for the belt effay onphthifls 

C c 2 pul- 
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pulmonalis (fee Vol. II. p. 409) to M. Baumes, 
phyfician at Lunel. 

The fociety now offer a premium of 600 
livres to the writer who fhall “ afcertain the con- 
4< nection that exifts between the ftate of the 
“ liver and difeafes of the fkin, and who, after 
“ pointing out the cafes in which the difordered 
“ ftate of the bile, that often accompanies thofe 
difeafes, is to be confidered as a caufe or an 
“ effect of fuch complaints, fhall defcribe the 
“ figns that indicate the reciprocal influence of 
“ thefe on each other, and the particular treat- 
“ ment that fuch influence requires.” 

They have likewife propofed the following 
queftion for a prize of 300 livres : “ If the dif- 
“ eafe known in Scotland and Sweden by the 
“ name of Croupe , and angina membranacea , feu 
polypofa , and which has been defcribed chiefly 
“ by Dr. Home in 1765, and Dr. Michaelis in 
u 1778, exifts in France, in what provinces has 
“ it been noticed, by what diagnoftic fymptoms 
“ has it been diftinguifhed from other difeafes, 
“ and what method of treatment has been em- 
“ ployed to combat it.” 

Diflertation$ on either of thefe fubje&s, in 
Latin or French, will be received by M. Vicq 
D’Azyr, fecretary to the fociety, ’till the ift of 
May 1784. 


» 

The Academy of Sciences- at Sienna have 
propofed the following queftion for a prize medal 
of 30 crowns value: “ Are the different fpecies 
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of nitrous, mephitic, phlogiftic, dephlogifticatect 
and other factitious airs of the moderns, to be 
confidered as fo many fluids of different natures, 
or as the fame fluid of air mixed with divers 
other bodies, and varioufly modified ? ** The 
difiertations on this fubjedt are to be fent to the 
Chevalier Bianchi, fecretary to the academy, be¬ 
fore the iff of January 1784. 


From the experiments made by profefior 
Braun, at St. Peterfburgh, Dr. Black of Edin¬ 
burgh’ was led to conjecture, that 148° below O 
might be confidered as the freezing pointof quick- 
filver. But Mr. Hutchins, governor of Fort 
Albany in Hudfon’s Bay, by l'ome experiments 
made at the requeft of the Royal Society, and 
fuggefted principally by Mr. Cavendifh, has 
proved that mercury congeals and becomes mal¬ 
leable at 39 0 below o. From thefe experiments 
it appears likewife, that the extreme degree both 
of natural and artificial cold is the fame, and 
may be fixed at 46° below o, at which point a 
fpirit thermometer conftantly remained ftationary, 
■when the quickfilver of a mercurial thermome¬ 
ter was funk into the bulb, and congealed either 
by natural cold or by immerfion in a freezing 
mixture. Thefe curious facts have given rife to 
two excellent papers, by Mr. Cavendifh and Dr. 
Blagden, which have been read at the Royal 
Society. 


We 
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We have lately feen a paper, which is eX-* 
trenlely well written, containing propofals for 
the eftablifliment of a College of Arts and Sci¬ 
ences at Manchefter. The plan, which is patro¬ 
nized by the literary and philofophical fociety of 
that town, meets with great encouragement, we 
are told, and will be carried into execution the 
enfuing winter. In this feminary are to be 
taught the languages, belles lettres,. hiftory, 
commerce, law, ethics, natural philofophy, che- 
roiftry, and mathematics. The chemical de¬ 
partment is undertaken by the ingenious Mr. 
Henry, F. R. S. 


Mr. Edward Nairne, F. R. S. has invented an 
excellent eleCtrical apparatus for medical pur- 
pofes. It confifls of a glafs cylinder placed be¬ 
tween two hollow conductors, one of which is 
excited pofitively and the other negatively. 
The cavity of each conductor is furnifhed with 
ajar, and the whole is fo contrived that the 
perfon who works the machine may perform 
all the neceflary operations on himfelf with¬ 
out an afliftant. 


Dr. Prieftley has communicated to the Royal 
Society fome very interefting obfervations on Phlo- 
gifton, and on the leeming converfion of 'water 
into air. 


In 
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In the laft 'number of our Journal, Dr. Per* 
cival has furnifhed us with a curious and inte- 
refting faff, viz. that a vegetable aftringent (the 
Ext. Ligni Campecb.) is capable of furmount¬ 
ing the powers of digeftion, of palling into the 
abforbent velfels, and of being carried unchanged 
to the urinary organs. In confirmation of this, 
a correfpondent has lately informed us, that 
fince the perufal of the paper now referred to, 
he has repeatedly examined his urine, after eating 
afparagus, and that it was uniformly changed 
into a dufky blackifh hue, on mixing with it a 
fmall portion of Sal Martis. He has furnifhed 
us alio with the following quotation from Mac- 
quer’s chemical dictionary, “ I have feen perfons - 
“ fubjedt to pains of the head, and to bad di- 
“ geftion, proceeding from a melancholic or 
“ hyfterical temperament, who difcharged urine, 

“ in which I could evidently perceive the fmell 
“ of colfee, fpices, onions, fruits, roots, and 
“ even of broth and other aliments. The urine 
“ of thefe perfons was habitually acid, reddened 
“ fyrup of violets, and blue paper, when it was 
“ recent, and efpecially after eating fruits and 
“ roots, or drinking even a very fmall quantity * 
“ of wine.” 

We cannot infert this article without noticing 
an error of the preis, in the laft lineT)f page 60, 
in which there is an omiflion of the following 
words, at the end of Dr. Fercival’s prefcription, 
vjz. Extract, Ligni Campech. gr. xv. 


, Extradt 
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Extraft of a letter from Mr. Thomas Henry, 
F.R.S. to Dr. Simmons, F.R.S. dated Man- 
chefter, May 27, 1783. 

<c I have lately been engaged in profecuting 
“ fome experiments on fermentation. Fixed 
“ air thrown into wort promotes the fermenta- 
“ tion of it as effectually as yeafl. I do not 
“ know any part of chemiftry that has been fo 
“ little underftood as fermentation. Is it not 
“ extraordinary that fixed air fhould drive out 
“ fixed air from fubftances to which it is added ? 
“ Much fixed air is certainly abforbed by the 
“ fermenting liquor, but is it equally clear that 
“ it is alfo difcharged by it ? In combuftion 
<c and other analogous procefles, fixed air feems 
“ to be formed by the union of the phlogifton 
“ of the burning body with the pure part of 
“ the atmofphere. Does not lomething fimilar 
“ take place in fermentation *, is not phlogifton 
“ difcharged, and is it not this, which joining 
“ with the pure air is precipitated and forms 
“ the atmofphere of fixed air, which hangs over 
<c the veffels and is abforbed by the liquor ? one 
“ experiment of Macbride’s is againft this theory, 
“ but except we could carry on fermentation 
“ without common air intervening, I do not 
“ think it conclufive. I mean the reftoration 
<c of effervelcency to cauftic alkali by means of 
a fermentino; mixture. The fixed air might 
“ be formed from the air in the bottles. 

“ By impregnating wort in Nooth’s machine, 
“ and afterwards leaving it in a vefiel to fer- 
M ment, I have produced yeafl with which I 

“ have 


\ 
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lt have made very good bread, and brought my 
“ wort to the ftate of good ale, from which t 
“ intend to draw vinous fpirit.” 


The fociety of fciences at Flufhing have given 
their gold medal to Dr. C. W. Callenfels, phy- 
fician at Eclufe in Flanders, for a diflertation on 
the autumnal fevers which prevail in the garri- 
foned towns of Dutch Flanders. (See vol. I. 

P* 43 1 *) ' 


Works about to be publijhed. -There is now 

printing at Leipfic, in three vols. 8vo. from the 
manufcript copy in the Thomafian Library at , 
Nuremberg, a work written by the late Gafpard 
Hoffmann, M.D. profeffor of phyfic at Al.tdorff, 
and entitled Analefta CorreElionum Gr<eci Codicis 
Galeni imprest Baftlea 1538. Thefe analedts 
are faid to be full of erudition. Dr. Gruner, 
profefior of phyfic at Jena, has undertaken the 
office of editor, and the work will be ready for 
publication at Chriftmas next.—.ProfefFor Mer«* 
rem of Gottingen has diftributed propofals for 
printing by fubfcription an Hiftory of Birds ill 
4to. The work is to be publifhed in numbers, 
each number is to contain fix coloured plates, 
and from four to fix fheets of text, price half a 
guinea. The text is to be in German, but if 
many fubfcribers fhould offer themfelves out of 
Germany, he means to give it in Latin as well 
Vol. IV. N® II. ' Dd as 
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as German. The firft number will be ready for 
publication at Michaelmas next. 


. PROMOTED.. 

M. de Laflone, firft phyfician to the queen of 
France, Dr. John Rogerfon, firft phyfician to the 
emprefs of Ruflia, and Dr. John George Zim- 
mermann, firft phyfician to his majefty at Hano¬ 
ver, to be honorary fellows of the royal college 
of phyficians at Edinburgh, 

1783, March 29. Mr. John Groves to be fur- 
geon to the 30th regiment of foot. 

April 19. Mr. John Teare to be furgeon to 
the 8 5th regiment of foot. 

May 2. W. H. Mucklefton, M. B. late phy¬ 
fician to the infirmary at Shrewfbury, to be phy¬ 
fician to St. George’s hofpital in London, in the 
room of Dr. Matthews, who has refigned.—20. 
Mr. William Fleming, furgeon’s mate of the 56th, 
to be furgeon to the 25th regiment of foot.— 
Mr. Robert Morris, hofpital mate, to be furgeon 
to the 59th regiment of foot.—24. Mr. James 
Snagg, furgeon’s mate, to be furgeon to the 14th 
regiment of foot.—Mr. Thomas Harrifon to be 
furgeon to the 18th regiment of dragoons.— 
27. Mr. Charles Hall, late furgeon to the 14th 
regiment of foot, to be furgeon to the hofpital 
in Jamaica,—Mr. Ererard Home, afiiftant fur- 
gebn, to be apothecary and ftorekeeper to the 
hofpital in Jamaica.—Mr. John Lorimer to be 



] 
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infpe&or of regimental hofpitals in North 
America. 

June 21. Mr. John Foot, furgeon of the 
late 113th regiment, to be furgeon to the forces 
in Canada.—John Watkinfon, M. D. to be phy- 
fician to St. Thomas's Hofpital in the room of 
the late Dr. Keir. 


> • . DIED* 

1781, Jan. Chr. Philip Herwig, M. D. firft 
phyfician to the prince of HohenlohWaldenburg. 

1782, Jan. 21. At Frankfort on the Mayne, 
aged 39 years, J. J. Reichard, M. D. profeflor 
of Botany. 

1783, Jan. At Kingfton in Jamaica, aged 
33 years, Mr. John Pearce, navy-furgeon, and 
member of the corporation of furgeons and fo- 
ciety of apothecaries in London.—At Calais, 
M. FroilTart, M. D. 

March 12. At Lifbon, of a pulmonary con- 
fumption, aged 32 years, Patrick Dugud Leflie, 
M.D. F.R.S. late phyfician at Durham, author 
of a very ingenious difiertation de Caloris Ani- 
malium Caufa , printed at Edinburgh in 1775* 
and afterwards greatly enlarged and publifhed 
in Englifh, under the title of “ A Philofophical 

Enquiry into the caufes of animal heat, 8vo. 
“ London, 1779.” —29. In Berner’s Street, Lon¬ 
don, Benj. Cowell, efq. formerly furgeon to St. 
Thomas’s Hofpital,—30. At his houfe in Great 

D d 2 Wind- 
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Windmill Street, London, in his 67th year. 
Dr. William Hunter, F.R.S. & S.A. member of 
the college of phyficians, &c. and phyfician ex¬ 
traordinary to the Queen. We hope foon to be 
enabled to prefent our readers with fome authen¬ 
tic memoirs of this defervedly celebrated phy- 
fician. 

April. In Stafford Street, Dublin, Daniel 
Rainey, M.D. author of an inaugural thefts de 
Peripneumonia vera , printed at Leyden in 1764.— 
13. At Newark upon Trent, William Stevenion, 
M.D. author of an inaugural differtation de 
Diabete , printed at Edinburgh in 1762 •, and of 
“ A method of treating the gout by bliftering, 
“ 8vo. London 1779V* a hiftory of the Ame¬ 
rican War in 4 vols. 8vo. and other works. 
(See p.182. of vol. III. and p. 104 of our prefent 
volume)—20. In Grafton Street, Dublin, in his 
29th year, William Cleghorn, M. D. nephew of 
the celebrated Dr. George Cleghorn, who re- 
figned in his favour the office of lefturer on ana¬ 
tomy in Trinity College, Dublin. This inge- 
, nious young phyfician graduated at Edinburgh 
in 1779, on which occafion he defended a thefts, 
de Igne. 

May 14. At Montpellier, advanced in years, 
M. Mejan, a very ingenious furgeon, and author 
of a method of treating the Fiftula Lachrymalis, 
defended in the 2d volume of the Mem. de l'Acad, 
de Chirurgie. —19. At Chewbent in Lancafhire, 
Mr. William Bagfhaw, furgeon and apothecary. 
—22. Near Briftol, Mr. William Wray, for¬ 
merly an apothecary in Covent Garden.—23. 
In Golden Square, Mr. John Norton, member 
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of the corporation of furgeons of London.-i- 
25. In Bafinghall Street, London, Mr. Jofeph 
Adams, one of the court of afliftants of the 
company of apothecaries in London.—30. At 
Whitchurch in Shropfhire, Mr. John Wickftead, 
furgeon and apothecary. 

June 4. At Bigglefwade, on his return from 
London, Henry Smith, M.D. phyfician at Don- 
cafter in Yorklhire, and author of an inaugural 
difiertation de Magnefia Alba^ printed at Edin¬ 
burgh in 1752.—6. At Canterbury, to which 
place he retired about a year ago, Thomas Law¬ 
rence, M. D. in the univerfity of Oxford, and 
formerly prefident of the royal college of phyfi- 
cians in London, of which he was elefted a 
fellow in the year 174+. He was a man of great 
integrity and erudition, and of confiderable ana¬ 
tomical knowledge, much of which he acqui¬ 
red under the tuition of Dr. Frank Nichols, 
to whole memory he has paid a very elegant 
tribute in Latin. His difiertation de Hydrope^ 
and his other works, are deferveclly admired for 
the claflical Ityle in which they are written, but, 
like thofe of his mafter Dr. Nichols, are too 
much tin&ured with the principles of the Stah- 
lians.—Same day in Hatton Street, London, 
aged 30 years, William Keir, M.D. member of 
the college of phyficians, phyfician to St. Tho¬ 
mas’s Hofpital, and lecturer on chemiftry in Lon¬ 
don i and member of the medical and philofo- 
phical focieties at Edinburgh. This worthy 
and ingenious phyfician, whole premature death 
is much and defervedly lamented, was a native 
of the county of Perth in North Britain, and 

ne~ 
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nephew of Dr. Orme, phyfician in London. He 
graduated at Edinburgh in 1778, on which oc- 
cafion he defended a thefis de attraflione chemica. 
In 1780 he was elected phyfician to St. Thomas’s 
Hofpital in London, and the fame year married 
a daughter of Mr. James Rae, furgeon in Edin¬ 
burgh, by whom he has left iflTue two children. 
—9. At Liverpool, Mr. William Prefton, iur- 

geon.-12. At Briftol Wells, Mr. Atkinfon, 

lately an apothecary at Chelfea.—15. At Lam¬ 
beth, advanced in years, Mr. John Nafh, late 
furgeon and apothecary at Sevenoaks in Kent.— 
17. At Barnfley, in Yorkfhire, Mr. Robert Dy- 
mond, furgeon and apothecary in Holborn, 
London. 


SECTION IV. 
Quarterly Catalogue. 

■i.POME account of the late John Fothergill, 
M.D. Member of the Royal College of 
Phyficians, and Fellow of the Royal Society of 
London, Fellow of the Royal College of Phyfi- 
cians in Edinburgh, and Correfponding Member 
of the Royal Medical Society of Paris, and of 
the American Philofophical Society at Philadel¬ 
phia. By John Coakley Ljttfom. 8vo, Dilfy y 
London, 1783. 193 pages. 

This 
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This volume contains a great many intereft- 
ing anecdotes of which we have availed ourfelves 
in our account of Dr. Fothergill (page 176). It 
is intended to bind up with an edition of his 

1 A 

works, of which we mean to give an account as 
loon as it is completed. 

2. Chirurgical Eflays on the caufes and fymp- 
toms of ruptures •, their natural confequences if 
neglected ; and the danger of the trufies applied 
by workmen; with cafes to illuftrate an im¬ 
proved method of treatment and cure. By T. 
Brand , Member of the Corporation of Surgeons, 
London, and Surgeon Extraordinary to -his Ma- 
jefty’s Royal Hofpital at Greenwich. 8vo. Dod~ 
Jley> London, 178.3. 2 s. 

3. Remarks on Mr. Brand’s Eflays on the 
caufes and fymptoms of ruptures, See. with a 
fhort but true hiftory of the invention of Mr. 
Brand’s patent elaftic trufies. By T. Sheldrake , 
junior. 8vo. Stockdale , London, 1783. 

4. Obfervations on the management of difeafes 

of the army and navy, during the American 
war ; together with fome account of the lofs of 
Senegal, and of the army at York in Virginia; 
in reply to Dr. Monro. By John Millar , M.D. 
4to. StockdaUy London, 1783. 60 pages. 


5. An 
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5. An Effay on the fymptoms and cure of the 
virulent Gonorrhoea in females. By C. Armftrong , 
Member of the Corporation of Surgeons of Lon¬ 
don, and Accoucheur. 8vo. Ditty , London, 
1783. is. 

6. CotteElanea Hibernica Medica, N° I. Being 

a colle&ion of and repofitory for papers of ad¬ 
vice, difcuffion and refearch in all departments 
of medicine, intended not only to hand to pofte- 
rity, in abftradb pieces of difquifition, the refult 
of our improvements in that line, but alfo to ex¬ 
cite a fpirit of phyfical and medico-phyftcal in¬ 
quiry through this kingdom. By Richard Har¬ 
ris, M.. D. phyfician at Clonmel. 8vo. Dublin, 
1783. 2 s. 2d. 

7. Cafes in Midwifery*, with references, quo¬ 
tations, and remarks. By William Perfect, fur- 
geon, of Weft Mailing, in Kent. ' Vol. II. 8vo. 
Fijher , Rochefter, 1783. 6 s. 

‘ 8. Reports of the Humane Society, inftituted 

in the year 1774, for the recovery of perfons 
apparently drowned. For the years 1781 and 
1^82. 8vo. Rivington , London, 1783. 162 

pages. 

Dr. Hawes, the editor of this publication, in¬ 
tends, we are informed, to compile from thefe 
and the preceding reports of the Humane, So- 
i ciety, 
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ciety, the molt interefting cafes of reftoration that 
have occurred fince its inftitution. Such a col- 
ledtion will certainly be very acceptable tb the 
medical reader. 

9. Memoirs of Albert de Haller, M. D. Mem¬ 
ber of the Sovereign Council of Berne, Prefi- 
dent of the Univerfity and of the Royal Society 
of Gottingen, Fellow of the Royal Society of 
London, &c. Compiled, chiefly, from the eu- 
logium fpoken before the royal academy of fci- 
ences at Paris, and from the tributes paid to his 
memory by other foreign focieties. By Thomas 
Henry , F. R. S. Member of the Medical Society 
of London, and of the Literary and Philofophi- 
cal Society of Manchefter. 12mo. Jobnfon , Lon¬ 
don, 1783. 2 s. 6d. fewed. 

We have perufed this little volume with great 
pleafure. The materials are drawn from authen- ’ 
tic fources, and are judicioufly arranged. In a 
poftfcript Mr. Henry has given a lift of Haller’s 
correlpondents in this country, and prefixed to 
the work is an engraved portrait, which, from 
our perfonal knowledge of M. de Haller, we can 
venture to recommend as a ftriking likenefs of 
that truly great man. 

10. An Analyfis of the fedtion of the fymphy- 
fis of the ofla pubis, as recommended in cafes 
Vol. IV. N? II, Ee of 


/ 



of difficult labour and deformed pelvis, by Dr. 
Alphonfo le Roy, profefior of midwifery at 
Paris. By James Rymer, furgeon. 8vo. Evans , 
London, 1783. 27 pages, is. 

11. An Inquiry, by experiments, into the 
properties and effe&s of the mineral waters in 
the county of Eflfex. By W. Martin Trinder , 

L. L. B. at Oxford, and M. D. at the univerfity 
of Leyden. 8vo. Rivitygton, London, 1783. 36 
pages. 1 s. 6 d. 

12. Verfuch einer y gefchichte des mineral 

reichs. i. e. An Efiay towards an hiftory of the 
mineral kingdom. By C. A. Gerhard. Vol. I. 
8vo. Berlin, 1782. 342 pages. 

13. Difiertation Anatomico-acouftique. i. e. 

An Anatomico-acouftic Difiertation. By M. 
Rerrolle , M. D. Correfponding Member of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences at Montpellier. 8vo. 
Paris, 1783. 42 pages. 

This work is divided into.two parts. In 
the firft the author endeavours to prove, that 
founds do not enter the Euftachian tube. In 
the fecond he gives an account of experiments 
made at Paris in 1777 by Abbe de Lepee with 
the Deaf and Dumb. 

14. Aflemblee publique de la Societe Royale 
des Sciences teniie dans la grande falle de l’hotel 

' de ' 
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de cette fociete, en prefence des etats de la pro¬ 
vince de Languedoc, le 27 Decembre, 1781; 
i. e. An account of the public meeting of the 
Royal Society of Sciences, held in the hall be¬ 
longing to the fociety, in the prefence of the 
ftates of the province of Languedoc, December 
27, 1781. 4to. Montpellier, 1782. 

This collection contains the eulogy of M. 

• Rene Gafpard de Joubert-, a memoir on the 
manufacture of Flint Glafs, by M, Allut j ex¬ 
periments on the ufe which may be derived from 
the vinous gas, by M. Mourguej new proofs 
of the efficacy of conductors ( Paratonnerres ) by 
Abbe Bertholon; and remarks on the Tasnia, 
by M. Cuffon, junior, M. D. 

15. Recueil des Memoires et d’Obfervatlons, 
tant fur les maladies qui attaquent l’ceil et les 
parties qui l’environnent, que fur les moyens de 
les guerir, dans lequel l’auteur, apres avoir donnd 
tin precis de la ftruCture de cet organe, expofc 
un nouveau procede pour extraire la cataraCte 
avcc un inftrument de Ion invention, & refute l’ef* 
ficacite pretendiie de 1 ’abbaiflTement j i. e. A col¬ 
lection of Efiays and Oblervations, as well on 
the difeafes which attack, the eye, and the parts 
that furround it, as on the means of curing 
them, in which the author, after giving an ac- 

E e 2 count. 
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count of the ftrudhire of that organ, points out - 
a new procefs for the extra&ion of the cataraft, 
with an inftrument of his invention, and refutes 
the pretended efficacity of deprefiion. By M. 
G. Pellier de Quengsy, fils. 8vo. Montpellier, 
1783. 549 P a S es * 

16. C. Gafpar Siebold , M. D. & Prof. &c. 

‘ Parotidis Schirrofx feliciter extirpatae hi/loria. 

4to. Erfurti, 1781. p. 12. 

17. De Analyfi Urinx et acido Phofphoreo 
Commentarius. Audtore Thoma Lauth. 4to. 
Strafburgh, 1780. p. 54. 

18. Bernardi Nicolai Pluvinet, Parifini, Ten- 
tamen Chemicum de Fermentationc Spirituofa 
et Acetofa, harumque produdtis. 4to„ Monf- 
pelix, 1781. p. 42. 

19. Lezioni intorno alle Malattie degli occhi, 
&c. i. e. Lectures on the difeafes of the eyes, 
for the ufe of the new college founded by the 
King of Naples at the Hofpital for Incurables. 
By Michael Troja , Regius Profefibr in that col¬ 
lege. F 8vo. Naples, 1731. 403 pages, with two 
copper plates. 

20. Henr. Aug. Wrijhergii Profefioris Gottin- 
genfis Experimenta et Oblervationes Anatomicae 
de Utero Gravido, tubi? ovariis et corporc luteo 

quo- 
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quorumdam animantium cum iifdem in hominc 
collatis., 4to. Gottingae, 1782. p. 40. 

21. Journal des Obfervations Mineralogiques 

faites dans une partie des Vofges, et de l’Alface, 
ouvrage qui a remporte le prix au jugement de 
1 ST. M. de la Societe Royale des Sciences, Belles 
Lettres, et Arts de Nancy en 1782. /. c. A 
Journal of Mineralogical Obfervations made in 
a part of the Mountains of Vofges, and of Al- 
face, being the work which obtained the prize 
from the Society of Sciences, Belles Lcttres, and 
Arts at Nancy in 1782. By M. Sivry, advocate, 
8vo. Nancy, 1782. 117 pages. 

22. Phyfikalifch Chemifche Unterfuchung 

der thienfchen feuchtigkeiten. i. e. A Phyfico* 
Chemical Inquiry concerning the animal fluids. 
By 7. A. Weber , counfellor of ftate to the cgmte 
de Weid, and member of the fociety of fciences 
at Rotterdam. 8vo. Tubinguen, 1781. 140 

pages. 

23. Abhandlung von dem Salze. t. e. A 

Treatife on Salt. By Lewis Roujfeau , M.D. 
profeflor of chymiftry, natural hiftory, and ma¬ 
teria medica in the univerflty of Ingolftadt. 8vo. 
Ingolftadt 1781. 198 pages. 

24. De Antiqua Medico-philofophia orbi 
novo adaptanda, oratio habita in Capitolio Gu- 

' liekno- 
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lielmopolitano in Comitiis Univerfitatis Virgi« 
nke, Die 12 Junii 1782, dum favente Gallorum 
Ducum et Militum frequentia, Medicse Co- 
optationis Laurea donabatur Chriftianiffimi Re¬ 
gis Exercitus- Archiater, Joannes Francifcus Cojle , 
faluberrimarum Medicinae Facultatum Parifienfis 
alumnus,ValentinaeDoctor,Pennfylvanienfis Doc¬ 
tor honorarius-, Regiarum Medicinae Societatum 
Tondirfenfis, Edinburg, Paris. Regii Lotharin- 
gorum Medicorum Collegii honorarius •, e Regiis 
Scientiarum Academiis Nariceiana, Lugdunenfi, 
Diviorienfi •, ex humana Societate Philadelphi- 
enfii Societatis Philofophicae Americanae Socius; 
Arcis et Militaris Nofocomii Caleti, Navalium- 
que Regis Exercituum Medicus. 8vo. Lug- 
duni Batavorum, 1782. p. 103. 

This academic difeourfe, which is written with 
great elegance, is inferibed to General Washing¬ 
ton. The. learned author, who officiated as firft 
phyfician to the French army under M. de Ro- 
ehambeau, is already advaritageoufly known by 
feveral medical productions, particularly by *a 
French translation of Dr. Mead’s works, in 1. 
vols. 8vo. with notes. 

.25. Diflertatio Medica fiftens caufas difficilis 
deglutitionis. AuCtore Carolo Chrtjilano Haafe. ' 
4to. Gottingae, 1781. p. 2e. • 

26. Theorie 
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26. Theorie des Schielens. r. e. Theory of Stra- 
bifmus. By John Nepomucene Fifcher , Profeffor 
of Mathematics at Ingollladt. 8vo. Ingolftadt, 
1781. 71 pages. 

27. Hippocratis Aphorifmi ad fidem veterum 
monumentorum caftigati, Latine verfi, a J. B. 
Lefebure , M. D. i6mo. Paris 1782. p.371.,' 

28. Carcli Godofredi Hagen Tentamen Hiftorite 

Lichenum. 8vo. Koningfberg, 1782. 182 

pages, with coloured plates. 

• This work is divided into two parts. In the 
•iirft the author treats of lichens in general, and 
in the fecond thole which he himfelf has feen. 
He defcribes eighty fpecies, five of which are new.. 

29. Difiertatio Inauguralis Medica de lichene 
Iflandico, audtore Gulielmo Chrijliano Phil. Cra¬ 
mer. 4to. Erlangen. 1780. pages 63. 

30. Fho. Hoffmann, M. D. de praefagiis tern- 
peftatis naturalibus, Difiertatio Medico-phyfica. 
Editio fecunda. 8vd. Bafil, 1781. p. 48. 

31. Sebaldi JuJlini Brugmans Lithologia Gro- 
n ngana juxta ordinem Wallerii digefta. Cum 
fynonymis aliorum imprimis Linnasi et Cronftedii 
cum figuris asneis. Publice defenfa cum fummos 
in Philofophia honores in academia Groningo- 
omlandica confequeretur. 8vo. Groningae, 1781. 
120 pages. 


32. Dif- 
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32. Diflertatio Inauguralis de Gardenia, quam 
prefide C. P. ‘Tbunlcrg fuftinuit Petrus Djupedius. 
4to. Upfal, 1781. 

Only one fpecies of this plant, which is re¬ 
markable for the beauty of its flowers, has been 
hitherto known. Dr. Thunberg here deferibes 
eight fpecies, of five of which he gives en¬ 
gravings. 

33. Adverfaria Medica, pars prima, fpedlat 
ad morbos pedtoris inflammatorios fpeciatim 
pleuritidem turn fanguineam turn biliofam. Auc- 
tore D. Angel. Galli. 8vo. Pavia, 1781. • 

34. Diflertatio Medica de ufu cantharidum 
interno. Audtore Jobanne Conrad Stockar von 

' Neuforn. 4to. Gottingae, 1781. 

35. Progymnafma Medico-pradticum de Me- 
taftafi ladtis. Audtore Petro Sylvejtre. 4to. 
Montpellier, 1781. p. 47, 

36. Occurfus Medici de Vaga aegritudine 
infirmitatis nervorum Andrea Comparelli. 8vq. 
Venetiis, 1780. p. 396. 

37. Didtionnaire de Same. i.e. a Didlionary 
of health. Fifth edition. 8vo. Paris, 1783. 3 

vols. 
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BOOKS. 
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I. Philofophical 'Tranfafiions of the Royal Society 
of London. ' Vol. LXXII. for the year 1782. 
Part II. 4 to. London^ 1783, 158 pages with 
9 copper-plates. 


1 . /IN attempt to Make a thermometer for 
rmafuring the higher degrees of heaty 
from a red heat up to the ftrongefi that veffels made 
of clay can fupport. By Jofiah Wedge wood ; 
communicated by Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart. P. R. S. 

-A meafure for the higher degrees of hear, 

fuch as the common thermometers afford for 
the lower ones, has long been a defideratum 
both with the philofopher and the practical ar- 
Vol. IV. N°III. Ff tiff. 





tid. The ingenious author of the paper before 
us after having attentively confidered this fub- 
jeCt, difcovered in argillaceous bodies a property 
which feemed to anfwer the purpofe he was in 
fearch of. This property is the diminution of 
their hulk by fire. 

He has found that this diminution begins to 
take place in a low red heat; and that it pro¬ 
ceeds regularly, as the heat increafes, till the 
clay becomes vitrified, and confequently to the 
utmoft degree that crucibles, or other veflels 
made of this material, can fupport. 

If, therefore, we can procure at all times a 
clay fufficiently apyrous or unvitrefcible, and al¬ 
ways of the fame quality in regard to contrac¬ 
tion by heat; and if we can find means of mea- 
furing this contraction with care and minute ac¬ 
curacy, he thinks we (hall be furniffied with a 
meafure of fire fufficient for every purpofe of 
experiment or bufinefs. 

Of all the forts he has hitherto tried, feme of 

i • 

the pureft Cornilh porcelain clays feem the bell 
adapted, both for fupporting the intenfity, and 
meafuring the degrees of fire. 

For preparing and applying this material to 
thermometric purpofes, the clay is firft to be 
walked over, and whilft in a dilute date, palled 

through 
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through a fine lawn. In the lawns ufed by our 
author the interfaces are each lefs than the 
100,000 part of an inch. The clay is then to 
be dried and put up in boxes, to fecure it from 
the effe&s of air and moifture. 

The dry clay is to be foftened, for ufe, with 
about two-fifths of its weight of water; and 
formed into fmall pieces, in little moulds of 
metal, fix-tenths of an inch in breadth, with 
the fides pretty exa&ly parallel, (this being the 
dimenfion intended to be meafured) about five- 
- tenths of an inch deep, and one inch long. To 
make the clay deliver eafily, it will be necefiary 
to oil the mould, and make it warm. 

Thefe pieces, when perfectly dry, are put 
into another iron mould or gage, confiding only 
of a bottom, with two fides, five-tenths of an 
inch deep •> to the dimenfions of which fides the 
breadth of the pieces is to be pared, down. 

For meafuring the diminution which they are 
to fuffer from the adtion of fire, another gage is 
made of two pieces of brafs, twenty-four inches 
long, with the fides exadlly ftraight, divided 
into inches and tenths, fixed five-tenths of an 
inch afunder at one end, and three-tenths at the 
other, upon a brafs plate j fo that one end of 
the thermometric pieces, when pared down in 

F f 2 the 
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the iron gage, will juft fit to the wider end. If 
this piece has diminiftied in the fire, one-fifth of 
its bulk, it will then pafs on to half the length 
of the gage ; if diminiftied two-fifths, it will go 
on to the narrowed end; and in any interme¬ 
diate degree of contraction, if the piece be Aid 
along till it refts againft the converging fides, 
the degree at which it ftops will be the meafure 
of its contra&ion, and confequently of the de¬ 
gree of heat it has undergone. 

The fcale of this new thermometer com- 

\ . 

mences at a red heat, fully vifible in day-light j 
and the greateft heat that Mr. Wedgewood has 
hitherto obtained in his experiments is 160 0 . 
The greateft degree of heat that could be pro¬ 
duced in a common l'mith’s forge was 125 0 . 
Swedifh copper melts at 27^, filver at 28°, -and 
gold at 32 0 . Bral's is in fufion at 21 0 . The 
welding heat of iron is from 90° to 95 0 . Caft- 
iron was found to melt at 130°. The thermo¬ 
meter pieces begin to acquire a porcelain tex¬ 
ture at no°, but it is remarkable that notwith- 
ftanding this, their contraction, on further aug¬ 
mentations of the heat, proceeds regularly as 
before, up to the higheft degree of fire Mr. 
Wedgewood has been able to produce. 


To 
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To obviate any objection which might be 
made to thefe thermometers on a fuppofition 
that the clay employed for this purpofe may 
not be always eafily procurable in fufficienc 
quantity, and on moderate terms, Mr. Wedge- 
wood obferves, that in Cornwall there are beds 

- v r 

of this clay, inexhauftible, and in too many 
hands to be monopolized. If this fhould not 
prove fatisfa&ory, he offers to the Royal Society, 
and adds, that he fhall think himfelf honoured 
by their acceptance of a fufficient fpace in a 
bed of this clay to fupply the world with ther¬ 
mometer pieces for numerous ages. 

In the courfe of the paper the ingenious au- 

/ / ' 

thor offers feveral other obfervations and cau- 

. , i • 

tions relative to the making and ufing of this 
thermometer. What we have faid will be fuffi- 

ft ' ‘ ' 

dent to convey to our readers an idea of the na¬ 
ture and utility of the invention. , 

In an appendix is given an analyfis of the’ 
clay of which the thermometer pieces are 
formed. 

n. Account of the organ of hearing in fijh. By 
John Hunter, efq. F.R. S.—In this paper the 
ingenious author does not profefs to give a full 
account of the organ of hearing in any one fifh, 
or of the varieties in different fifh, but only of 
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the organ in general. Its fituation, he obferves, 
is at the fides of the cranium, but the cranium 
itfelf makes no part of the organ, as it does in 
the quadruped and bird. In fome fifh this or¬ 
gan is wholly furrounded by the parts compof- 
ing this cavity, which in many is cartilaginous, 
the fkeleton of thefe fifh being like thofe of the 
ray kind; but even in others, as in cod, falmon, 
&c. whofe lkeleton is bone, this part is ftill 
cartilaginous. 

It appears to grow in fize with the animal, 
and is much more fimple in fifh than in qua¬ 
drupeds, birds and amphibious animals.^-It 
varies in different orders of fifh ; but in all it 
confifts of three curved tubes, all of which unite 
with one another. This union in fome, as in 
the cod, &c. forms only a canal, and in others 
as in the ray kind a pretty large cavity. The 
whole is compofed of a kind of cartilaginous 
fubftance, very hard or firm in fome parts, and 
which in fome fifh is crufled over with a thin 
bony lamella, fo as not to allow them to col- 
lapfe.—Each tube defcribes more than a femi- 
circle. This refembles in fome refpecl what we 
find in molt other animals, but differs in the 
parts being diftinct from the fcull. Mr. Hun¬ 
ter obferves, however, that the turtle and the 


croco- 



crocodile have a ftructure fomewhat fimilar to „ 
this, and that the intention is the fame, as their 
fculls make no part of the organ. 

Two of the femicircular canals are fimilar to 
one another, may be called a pair, and are 
placed perpendicularly ; the third is not fo long; 
in fome it is placed horizontally, uniting as it 
were the other two at their ends or terminations. 
In the fkait it is fomething different, being only 
united to one of the perpendiculars. 

The two perpendiculars, by one arm of each 
uniting, form one canal, while the other two 
arms or horns have no connection with each 
other, and the arms of the horizontal unite with 
the other two arms of the perpendicular near the 

entrance into the common canal or cavity_ 

Near the junction of thefe canals with the com¬ 
mon cavity, they are fwellpd out into round 
bags, becoming there much larger. 

In the cod they terminate, as has been ob- 
ferved, in one canal, which in thefe fifh is 
placed upon the additional cavity or cavities in 
■which there is one or more bones. In the jack 
which has two cavities, we find in one of thofe 
cavities two bones, and “in the other only one.- 
In the ray there is only a chalky, fubftance, fimi¬ 
lar. 
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lar to what is found in the cars of amphibious 

\ • 

animals. 

At this union of the two perpendiculars in 
fome filh enters what may be called the external 
meatus. This is the cafe, we are told, with 
all the ray kind, but it is not every genus or 
fpecies of filh that has the external opening. 

The nerves of the ear pafs outwards from the 
brain, and appear to terminate at once on the 
External furface of the fwelling of the femicir- 
cular tubes above deferibed. They do not ap¬ 
pear to pafs through thofe tubes fo far as to get 
bn the infide, as is fuppofed to be the cafe in 
quadrupeds. Mr. Hunter therefore fufpe6ts that 
the lining of thofe tubes in the quadruped is not 
nerve but a kind of internal periofteum. 

The paper coiicludes with an account of an 
experiment made by the author in 1762, when 
in Portugal, and which he thinks fhews that 
filh are much affefted by found. This experi¬ 
ment confifted in firing a gun behind fome fhrubs 
near a filh-pond, fo that there might not be the 
lead reflection of light. The inftant the report 
was made, the filh, who had before been feen 
fwimming about, darted to the bottom of the 
pond, raifing at it were a cloud of mud, but in 
about five minutes they began to appear again. 

hi . Some 



in. Some farther confiderations on the influence 
tf the vegetable kingdom on the animal creation. By 
John Ingenhoufz, counfellor to the court and body 
phyfician to the emperor , F. R. S. &c. 

Dr. Ingenhoufz here vindicates his dodlrines 
from the attack * of Dr. Prieltley, who was led 
by his experiments to afiert that plants expofed 
to the funlhine do not generate dephlogifticated 
air, as Dr. Ingenhoufz had fuppofed, but merely 
purify the air already contained in the water 
and in the atmofphere. 

Several experiments made in a hothoufe of 
the botanic garden at Vienna in the winter of 
1782 are related, but for thefe we mud refer 
our readers to the paper itfelf. Dr. Ingenhoufz 
flatters himfelf that thefe experiments prove the 
juftnefs of his affertion, that vegetables really 
throw out air in the funlhine 5 but if there 
fhould ftill be philofophers who do not think 
the fafts he has related fufficiently decifive, he 
advifes ’ them to be prefent, at leaft once, at the 
mod beautiful fcene which they will behold, 
when a leaf of an Agave Americana , cut in two 
or three pieces, is immerfed in a glals bell or 
jar full of pump water, inverted and expoled 

• See the 2d volume pf this Journal, p. 5. 
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to the fun in a very fair day, in the middle of 
the fummerj when this plant is in its full vi¬ 
gour ; and when they (hall have leen thofe beau¬ 
tiful and continual ftreams of air- which rufh 
from feveral parts of this vegetable, principally 
from the white internal fubftance of it, he will 
be anfwerable for their laying afide all further 
doubt about the truth of his doftrine. In a 
fair day, he tells us, he has often got from a 
Angle leaf of this plant above 150 cubic inches 
of dephlogifticated air of the fineft quality. 

Dr. Ingenhoufz having demonftrated, as he 
thinks, that vegetables diffufe through our atmo- 
fphere, in the funfhine, a continual fhower of this 
truly vital air, and that plants, immerfed in water, 
impregnate it fully with this fame falubrious air, 
advifes us to derive fome benefit from this new 
difcovery, by making life of vefiels of water, in 
which fome leaves of vegetables have been ex- 
poled in the funfhire; by placing fuch vefiels 
in our rooms; by ftirring the water, and by 
fprinkling our floors with it, inftead of ufing 
common water for this purpofe-, and by placing 
within our houfes, inftead of flower-pots, 
difties containing fome conferva rivularis , a 
plant eminent for yielding dephlogifticated air, 
and Which is to be met with almoft everywhere, 
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printed as part of a volume of the Memoirs of 
the Academy of Sciences at Paris, not yet pub- 
liffied. In this detached form it was given by 
the authors, to a gentleman who has favoured us 
with a perufal of it. 

Profelfor Wilcke, in the Stockholm Memohs ' 
for 1781, mentions an idea he had conceived 
of melting fnow by different fubftances in order 
to afcertain their fpecific heat. But the difficulty 
of colledting the water produced by the melting 
of the fnow, the length of time bodies require 
to give out their heat in this way, and the heat 
which the fnow acquires from the atmofphere, 
obliged him to give up this method, which was 
defedtive in this, that -the fnow thus employed 
was not feeured from the adtion of the atmo¬ 
fphere by an outer covering of ice or fnow. This 
defedt is very ingenioufly fupplied by the authors 
of the paper before us, by means of a machine, 
the defeription of which is illuftrated by two, 
copper-plates. 

This machine confiffs of three cavities ope 
within the other. The innermoft is formed of a 
net work of iron wire, to which a cover of a 
fimilar ftrudture is adapted. This receptacle, 
which is intended for the fubftance whofe heat 
is to be meafured, is inclofed by a double cafe 
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of tin, forming two other cavities, with diftindfc 
covers, that are filled with ice. The ice which 
immediately furrounds the net work filters, as 
it melts, into a refervoir at the bottom of the 
machine, while the ice in the outer cafe runs off 
through a diftinft channel. The whole ma¬ 
chine is fo conftrufted that there cannot be the 
leaft communication between the outer layer of 
ice and that which is in contact with the iron 
wire, and of courfe the melting of the inner 
layer will be in proportion only to the heat it 
receives from the fubftance placed in the inner- 
moft cavity of the machine. The way then in 
which they determine the fpecific heat of any 
fubftance, is firft to heat it to any certain number 
of degrees above 32 0 of Fahrenheit’s thermome¬ 
ter, and then to place it in the machine in the 
manner above defcribed till its temperature as 
reduced to 32 0 . The water produced by its 
cooling is then to be meafured. This quantity 
of water divided by the product of the mafs of 
the body, and of the number of degrees of its 
original temperature above 32 0 , will be in pro¬ 
portion to its fpecific heat. 

This method, we are told, is applicable to 
all the phenomena in which there is extrication 
Of. abforption of heat, and will enable us to af- 
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certain and compare with each other the quan¬ 
tity of heat produced by mixing oil of vitriol 
with water, water with quick lime, quick lime 
with nitrous acid, &c. or that which is dilfi- 
pated in the combuftion of phofphorus or of 
fulphur, in the detonation of nitre, in animal 
refpiration, &c. all which was impracticable by 
the methods hitherto known. 

In the fecond of the four lections into which 
the ElTay is divided, the authors give the refult 
of the principal experiments made according to. 
this method. In the third they examine the 
conclufions which may be drawn from thofe 
experiments, and in the fourth they treat of 
combuftion and refpiration. Thefe parts of die 
Efiay do not allow of abridgment. 


III. Memoirs of the Royal Medical Society at. 
Paris , Vol. II. (Continued from page 153J. 

qURGERT. —i* Experiments with fixed akin 
° furgical difeafes. By M. de Lalouette, jun.— 
We have here an account of the effeCts of this 
application in fourteen cafes of ulcers. Our 
author has obferved that it often increafes the 
growth of fungus. In ulcers accompanied with 

inflam- 
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inflammation, he has feen it do harm by in* 
creafing the inflammation and lefiening the dis¬ 
charge. The only cafes in which he found it 
ufeful were pale, livid ulcers with a copious fup- 
puration.—2. An account of the Cafarian operation 
fuCcefsfully performed on a lady 2 8 years old> 
Augufl 31, 1778, by M. Hennequin, furgeon ac 
Charleville.—-The patient of whom we have here 
an account was Ihort, and in her firft pregnancy. 
She was taken in labour on the 29th of Auguft. 
The elbow of the child prefen ted itfelf, and our 
author attempted in vain to introduce his hand 
into the uterus. On the 31ft he performed the 
fe&ion, on the right fide of the abdomen feveral 
fingers breadth from the linea alba. The ex± 
ternal incifion was eight inches long, that of the 
peritonaeum and uterus about feren. Only a very 
few ounces of blood were loft in the operation, 
and a dead foetus, of a larger fize than ufual, 
with its placenta, were extradled, and the ute-' 
rus cleared of its coagulated blood. The omen¬ 
tum was next reduced, and the lips of the 
wound brought together by means of three fu¬ 
tures. A journal of the cafe is given to the 
24th of September. From the 20th to the 
24th day after the operation pus flowed from 
the vagina, On the 18 th of October themenfes 
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appeared and continued 24 hours. Nov. ifh 
the wound was fo completely cicatrized that the 
patient went to church, and has continued well 
ever fince.—-3. Cafes of extravafation of blood 
into the bladder. By M. de la Perche,jun. M.D. 
at Tonneins in Guicnne.—A man in his 77th 
year, who for 15 years had been fubjedt to re- 
'tendon of urine, and obliged to make ufe of a 
catheter, one day complained of great pain, fuc* 
ceeded by fever, diftention of the bladder, and 
fwelling of the haemorrhoidal veins. The ca¬ 
theter afforded him no relief, as no urine flowed 
through it, but on withdrawing it, the holes at 
its extremity were found filled with coagulated 
blood. Our author, who was confulted on the 
occafion, afcribed thefe fymptoms to an haemor¬ 
rhage of the bladder. Blood which comes from 
the kidneys, he obferves, mixes with the urine 
without coagulating* while that which iffues 
from the neck of the bladder conftantly coagu¬ 
lates. After trying a variety of remedies with¬ 
out effedt, he recolledted a paffage in Houllier, 
where we are told, that ubi grumefeit fanguis fum- 
mum efi periculum , etfi medicamentis von cejferit , 
incifo perinao molienda curatio ejl y ad vitandam cor- 
ruptionem ft mortem . But in this cafe the parts 
feemed to be too much inflamed to allow of 

fuch 
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fbch an operation. He therefore conceived the 
idea of drawing out the coagulated blood by 
fudtion. For this purpofe a catheter was in¬ 
troduced, to which he adapted a linall fyringe 
furrounded with wax to prevent communication 
with the outer air. He then began to pump* 
and the firft ftroke filled the catheter with gru- 
mous blood. This operation was repeated till 
at length bloody urine began to flow through 
the catheter, and then the pain abated, and the 
patient recovered.—With this apparatus the 
catheter Was obliged to be removed every time* 
but he has fince improved it by cutting ofi" an 
inch and a half of the handle of a catheter, and 
fixing this piece as a pipe to a fyringe. In the 
v place of the piece cut off, he has fodered to the 
catheter a tube of the fame length and metal aa 
the portion cut off, but large enough to admit 
the whole of the new canula, by which means a 
cylindrical tube is formed from the bladder to 
the body of the fyringe which becomes filled 
with blood, and may be emptied without with¬ 
drawing the catheter. A fecond cafe of the 
fame kind is related by our author fuccefsfully 
treated in the fame manner. A .third cafe of a 
firnilar nature has been communicated to the 
Society by M. Halle, in which M. de la Perche’s 
Vox.. IV. N° III. Hh method 
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method fucceeded after every other had failed, 
and after warm water injeCted into the bladder 
had fo diftended it as to occafion exquifite pain 
to the patient.—4. Mifcellancous Obfervaticns. 
Under this head are given concife abftraCts of 
papers communicated to the fociety on the fol¬ 
lowing fubjeCts, viz. 1. On the internal ufe of 
ajfafostida in Caries , by M. Beerenbrock. This 
is a fliort account of a mode of treatment re¬ 
commended by Mr. Theden, a Pruflran furgeon. 
From two to fix fcruples of affafoetida are di¬ 
rected to be given every day.—2. On the opera¬ 
tion of Lithotomy at two different times , by M. 
Beauvais de Preau, furgeon at Orleans.—Two 
cafes are related 5 the firft is that of a girl fix- 
teen years old, who for two years had expe¬ 
rienced fymptoms of the ftone. The author 
made his incifion through the urethra, and with 
his forceps got hold of the ftone, but it refilled 
fo much, that on a fuppofition of its adhering 
to the bladder he refolved to wait the event of 
a fuppuration. At the end of three days the 
ftone prelented itfelf at the wound, and was 
eafily extracted. The patient recovered.—The 
fubjeCt of the other cafe was a man aged fifty- 
feven. In this patient a fimilar difficulty oc¬ 
curred in the extraction of the ftone, and it was 
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deferred in the fame manner for two days,’ 
when it was taken out with the fingers.—3. A 
caje of imperforated uterus , by M. Rathieu, fur- 
geon at Langres.—A girl 18 years old com¬ 
plained 'of a pain of the back and loins, and 
about the region of the uterus, and likewife of 
a head-ache, lafiitude, want of deep, and other 
fymptoms of obftrutted menfes. Her counte¬ 
nance was florid, blood flowed occafionally from 
her noftrils, and • the hypogaftric region ap¬ 
peared to be fwelled. On examination the ute¬ 
rus was found to fill a great part of the abdo¬ 
minal cavity. The furgeon fuppofing this dif- 
tenfion to be owing to the imperforation of the 
uterus, ventured to pun&ure it. By this ope¬ 
ration three quarts of blood were dilcharged, 
and the patient at ‘ firfl: ieemed to be relieved, 
but a fatal inflammation foon followed. On 
diflTeftion the ovaries appeared to be in a natu- . 
ral ftate, and the uterus was found contra&ed 
as it ufually is about the fixth day after delivery, 
and filled with a coagulum of blood.—4. Cafe 
of a feparation of the o(fa pubis , by M. Henne- 
quier of Charleville.—We have here an account 
of a woman 28 years old, who in a difficult la¬ 
bour experienced a feparation of the ofla pubis 
of near an inch and an half in extent, and like- 
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wife of the ilium and facrum. The reparation 
was fudden, and attended with a craih. The 
patient recovered, but was a long time before 

(he was able to walk.-5. Remarks on infvfivc 

forgery, by M. Regnaudot, phyfician at Gauda- 
loupe.—Etmuller in his Dijfert. de Cbirug. In~. 
fufor. has fully treated this fubject. There 
was a time when almoft every difeafe was 
thought capable of being cured in this way. 
M. Regnaudot fancied it might be ufeful in 
cafes where the ftomach is affeCted, or in af- 
phyxies. He has tried it repeatedly but with* 
out fuccels. The mildeft fluid, fuch as a folu- 
tion of gum arabic, excited fever, fweating, (tools, 
and vomiting. Infufion of fena conftanrly pro¬ 
duced vomiting. The operation was performed 
with a fmall fyringe fimilar to that ufed for in¬ 
jecting the lachrymal ducts, A vein was firft 
laid bare and punCtured, and then this fyringe 
was introduced at the opening. 


[To be continued .] 
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IV. A Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe. By G. 
Renny, furgeon to the Athol Highlanders. 8vo, 
Murray, London , 1782. 171 pages. 3s. 

I N a fhort introduction to this work the au¬ 
thor offers a few remarks on the caufe on 
which the diverfity of treatment of the venereal 
difeafe, in its Ample and confirmed flate, is 
' founded. Without pretending to determine whe¬ 
ther the gonorrhoea and confirmed lues are the x 
effects of the fame virus, he thinks that as it is 
certain that in ninety-nine cafes of a hundred 
a gonorrhoea is not fucceeded by a general lues, 
this is a fufficient authority for the practitioner 
to regulate the cure upon different principles. 

The work itfelf is divided into nine chapters. 
In the firft chapter Mr. Renny treats of the go¬ 
norrhoea. This he confiders as an effedt of the 
inflammation excited in the mucous glands of 
the urethra, by the venereal poifon: The dif¬ 
eafe, therefore, he thinks is purely local, and 
accordingly, in the cure he infills chiefly on the 
ufe of the following injeClion, which is to be re¬ 
tained for a fhort fpace in tire urethra, and ap¬ 
plied to every part of the internal membrane by 
tubbing the finger along the courfe of that tube. 

$ Calomel, pp. gr. v. 

Sacch. Saturn. JJj, Pulv, 
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Pulv. e CeruflT. Comp. 3j. 

G. Arabic ^fs* folv. in aq. font. bull. Jviij. 

M. f. inj. 

T)uring the ufe of this remedy, and while the 
difeafe continues, the tefticles are to be care¬ 
fully fufpended, and the patient is directed to 
abftain from exercife and inflammatory diet. If 
the fymptoms of inflammation run high, the 
ufe of the injection is to be fufpended till they 
have been removed by venaefedlion and a gentle 
purgative. 

Mr. Renny clofes his account of the gonor¬ 
rhoea with fome remarks on gleets. The caufes 
of thefe, he is of opinion, may be referred to 
warts in the urethra, to topical irritation uncon- 
nedted with obftrudtion, or to a relaxed ftate of 
the mucous glands of the urethra, and a debi¬ 
lity of the fyftem in general. Of all thefe caufes, 
the latter, he obferves, is the moft frequent, 
being very ufually an attendant on gonorrhoeas, 
which are treated by the antiphlogiftic method, 
without the ufe of injedlion. 

In the fecond chapter Mr. Renny treats of in¬ 
flammation of the teftis, a fymptom, he obfervos, 
which is fo far from being confined to thofe 
cafes where injedlions are employed in the cure, 
that it occurs oftener where the antiphlogiftic 
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method has been purfued, and nothing aftrin- 
gent applied, feeming to be the caufe rather 
than the effect of a fudden ftoppage of the dif* 
charge. 

This complaint, we are told, feldom occurs 
where the tefticles are carefully fufpcnded. In 
proof of this the author informs ns, that foon 
after his appointment to the furgeoncy of a high¬ 
land battalion, four out of eight foldiers, re¬ 
ported with gonorrhoeas, were attacked with in¬ 
flammation of the teftis. This he attributed to 
their wearing no breeches, and their omitting 
the ufe of a bag trufs. Since that time, although 
he has had occafion to treat an hundred cafes of 
gonorrhoeas in the fame battalion, yet by taking 
care to have the tefticles fufpended, an hernia 
humoralis has been uniformly prevented. 

The mode of treatment recommended, when 
this fymptom, has actually taken place, confifts 
in general bleeding, the application of leeches 
to the ferotum, the ufe of warm fomentations 
(in preference to poultices, which are faid to do 
harm by their weight) and vomits. Mr. Renny 
prefers clyfters to purgatives as a means of ob¬ 
viating coftivenefs in thefe cafes, becaufe pur¬ 
gatives are often productive of inconvenience 
and pain to the patient by obliging him to alter 

the 
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the pofture of his body when going to ftool, and 
this he thinks more than balances for any good 
they may do as evacuants. 

In the next chapter the author fpeaks of 
chancre. He is of opinion, that every ulcer of 
this fort is produced by the fame caufe operating 
originally at the time of infection, and not by 
the difcharge from a particular one begetting a 
fecond, and fo on. This, he thinks, is rendered 
probable by their number being always deter¬ 
minate early, and each ulceration preferving af¬ 
terwards its own limits, whereas if this was not 
the cafe, we might expedt to fee them multiplied 
ad infinitum , as in the progrefs of the complaint 
there are few fpots, either on the glans or pre¬ 
puce, that are not expofed to the application of 
the venereal matter. Mr. Renny, confidering 
a chancre as an effedt of the venereal virus lodg¬ 
ing on the part during coition, allows that in 
fome cafes it may be local; but as in every ul¬ 
ceration there is a ftrong prefumption that an 
abforption may have begun, he thinks we have 
fufficient grounds for confidering chancres as a 
complaint in which the habit is almoft certainly 
affected, and to conduct the cure : upon fuch 
principles. In conformity to thefe ideas he con¬ 
tents himfelf with keeping the ulcer clean, and 

drefiing 



drefling it with fimple digeftive ointment, and 
for the cure relies chiefly on mercurial fri&ions. 

The fubjedt of the fourth chapter is phy- 
mofis. The author divides this into two fpecies. 
The firft fpecies we are told .is occafioned by 
chancres, and diftinguiflied by the hardnefs and 
thickened ftate of the prepuce, and the difeharge 
from the part. In the fecond fpecies, the com¬ 
plaint may be often traced from expofure to 
cold, and the inflammation, though in general 
confiderable, is not attended with hardnefs of 
the prepuce, but only feems very red, with a 
glofly chryftalline appearance. In both of thefe 
fpecies, Mr. Renny thinks mercurials have a 
bad effedf, whether applied topically or to the 
fyftem at large. In the cure he recommends 
the antiphlogiftic method, and the frequent ap¬ 
plication of warm milk and water to the part. 
Where the inflammation is independent of chan¬ 
cres, he employs a folution of faccharum faturni 
as a fomentation, and as the difeafe is here purely 
local, he thinks it may in general be cured 
without the ule of mercury. He remarks like- 
wife that in the phymofis from chancres the in¬ 
guinal glands are for the moft part fwelled, 
whereas in the more fimple fpecies this fymptom 
takes place more rarely, and where it does occur 
Vol.IV. N°III. Ii feems 
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Teems to be merely the effeCt of fympathy, as it 
conftantly keeps pace and difappears with the 
topical inflammation. 

Mr. Renny proceeds next to paraphymofis. 
Although this fymptom may fometimes be the 
effect of chancres, yet he is of opinion that in 
the generality of cafes it is occafioned by an in¬ 
flammation excited in the glans and prepuce, in 
patients who have naturally a difficulty in denud¬ 
ing the penis. There are few. cafes, he obferves, 
in which a timely lcarification will do more 
good, or where delay will be productive of more 
mifchief, than in this. Thefurgeon is therefore 
directed immediately to make an incifion on 
each fide of the penis, deep enough to remove 
the ftriCture effectually, and then to finifti the, 
cure by proper fomentations and the antiphlo- 
giftic courle. A feW days after the operation, 
we are told, a confiderable degree of ulceration 
comes on between the Tides of the fofla made 
by the ftriCture. This, which is always a trou- 
blefome fyifiptom, has often been improperly 
confidered and treated as a mercurial fore. If 
the inflammation has advanced fo rapidly as to 
fhew every_mark of an approaching gangrene 
before the furgeon is called in, he is advifed not 
to attempt the operation, but to have recourfe 
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to the bark and opium, which are faid. to have 
produced a wonderful good effect, even in cafes 
that Teemed defperate. 

In the fixth chapter the author treats of bubo.- 
A tumour of this fort, he thinks, ought to be 
repelled by. every means in our power: at the 
fame time,' however, he confefles that the prac¬ 
tice of bringing buboes to a fuppuration is in 
general more fticcefsful, as a cafe feldom occurs 
where a bubo fuppurates without ending in a 
complete cure, and he has very often feen re- 
lapfes attendant on their repulffon. This diffe¬ 
rence he attributes to the difficulty with which 
patients are induced to continue the ufe of mer¬ 
cury after the tumour is difperfed and they think 
themfelves well, whereas fo long as any fore re¬ 
mains in the groin they readily fubmit to what¬ 
ever is prefcribed. 

In the opening of tumours of this fort Mr. 
•Renny prefers incifion to every other method, 
and thinks it molt advifeable, in general, to re¬ 
move a circular piece from the forepart of the 
bubo with a common biftoury. If the fore fpreads, 
and the difcharge is confiderable, recourfe is to 
be had to bark and opiates till the fy mptoms 
are more favourable to the exhibition of mer¬ 
cury. . . 
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Towards the clofe of this chapter Mr. Renny 
offers a few remarks on warts. Thefe he di¬ 
vides into venereal and topical. The former, 
he obferves, difappear with the other fymptoms. 
The latter are to be removed by cauftic or the 
fcifiars, and their return prevented by mixing a 
fmall portion of the powder of favine with the 
drefiings. 

The next chapter Mr. Renny allots to what 
he calls confirmed fyfnptoms, a mode of expref- 
fion, as he tells ns, which he adopts rather out 
of refpeft to the univerfal opinion, than from 
any conviction that the particular fymptoms 
which remain {till to be treated of deferve to be 
feparated from chancre and bubo. He firft 
fpeaks of ulcerations of the fauces; thefe he 
confiders as certain marks of a confirmed lues, 
and he recommends the fame treatment here as 
in chancres. Excrefcences round the anus and 
on the fcrotum require a management fimilar to 
warts. Venereal ophthalmia is to be obviated by 
general and local evacuations, by the antiphlo- 
giftic regimen, and the cure finifhed with mer¬ 
cury. Ulcerations on the furface of the body, 
pains in the head and limbs, difeafes of the 
bones, deafnefs, &c. are fo complicated with 
particular conftitutions and occur fo feldom in 
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practice of late years, on account of the cure 
Jpeing fo much better underftood, that he de¬ 
clines offering any thing particular on thefe 
heads. 

The eighth chapter contains a few obfervations 
on the preparations of mercury. Thefe are di¬ 
vided by our author into the acrid and mild. 
Thofeof the latter clals, he thinks, are in the 
end as efficacious as the others, and much eafier 
to manage. He prefers mercurial ointment to 
every other preparation, but if the patient re- 
fufes to fubmit to this, the common mercurial 
pill, triturated with honey or mucilage inflead 
of turpentine, may be lubflituted. 

In the laft chapter of .the work the author 
treats of the a&ion of mercury. He is of opi¬ 
nion that in proportion to the. more uniform 
effed produced by this mineral upon every fe- 
cretion, and the lefs tendency it h^s to run off 
by a particular one, fo will it more effentially 
ferve the curative purpofe it was defigned for; 
and upon this principle, that the increafe of 
any one fecretion, naturally produces a diminu¬ 
tion of every other. Hence he is equally averfe 
to purging and to falivation. 

He points out the neceffity of attending to the 
fupport of the fyftem during the exhibition of 

mer- 
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ftiercury, a proper flrength of circulation Teem¬ 
ing to be peculiarly neceflary to enable it to ex-' 
pel the venereal virus 'completely. Laftly he 
inculcates the neceflity there is for continuing 
the adminiftration of mercury a certain time 
after the fymptoms haye difappeared. 

So far the treatment of the difeafe has been 
confidered as applicable to the male fex. In 
females, we are told, the cure will be infinitely 
more fimple, as moll of the topical fymptoms 
are wanting, and will only differ from the other, 
in proportion to the delicacy of the female con- 
ftitution, which will require a greater attention 
in the exhibition of mercurials. 

The work clofes with a relation of fix cafes, 
illuftrative of the do&rines delivered in the pre¬ 
ceding chapters. 


V. A reatife upon ulcers of the legs ; in which 
former methods of treatment are candidly examined, 
and compared with one more rational and fafe ; 
proving that a perfect cure may generally be 
effected more certainly , without reft and confine¬ 
ment , than by the ftriCl regimen in common ufe. 
With an introduction on the procefs of ulceration , 

and 
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and the origin of pus laudabile. To which are 
added , Hints on a fuccefsful method of treating 
fome fcropbulous tumours \ and the mammary 
■ abfcefS and fore nipples of lying-in women. By 
Michael Underwood, furgeon to the Britifh 
Lying-in hofpital. 8vo. Matthews, London , 
1783. 158 pages. 3 s. in boards. 

f • 

T H E author of this work confiders pus as 
a fecretion fui generis , from the ruptured 
yeflels of a cavity or ulcerated furface, confe- 
quent on a certain degree of inflammation. He 
fuppofes that in the generality of cafes ulcers of 
rhe legs are mere local complaints, not connected 
with any particular dileafe of the fyftem, and of 
courfe that lefs is to be hoped for from medi¬ 
cines than is commonly imagined. His plan of 
cure confifts in recommending exercife, a free 
generous diet, and ftrong ftimulating ointments 
to the fore, afiifted by a tight roller, made of 
Welch flannel, three inches wide, and carried 
from the end of the foot to the knee. 

In the cure of an ulcer, he obferves, the firft 
objedt of the furgeon muft be to bring it to 
difeharge a laudable pus, and this, he afierts, 
the moft inveterate ulcers on the legs may be 
brought to afford, as freely as fores feated any 

where 

:. - \. 





[ 2 5 6 ] 

where elfe. He recommends the mer. corrof. 
ruber, finely levigated, as one of the beft appli¬ 
cations for this purpofe. “ It may be faid of 
“ this”—obferves Mr. Underwood—“ as Hip- 
u pocrates fays of frictions, that it foftens the 
hard, {lengthens the relaxed fibres, deftroys 
** the unfound, ftimulates the growing flefh; 
“ promotes, or diminifhes difcharge, and keeps 
“ open, or heals up the ulcer, juft as you would 
direct it.” But for fome of thefe purpofes, 
he adds, “ it muft be ufed in great quantity, 
“ and inftead of being lightly fprinkled over an 
“ ill-conditioned furface, the ulcer muft be 
“ filled with it, the furgeon taking up a large 
“ pinch of it, and boldly plugging up the fore.” 
He acknowledges that this is a homely mode of 
drefling a wound, but experience of its efficacy 
has reconciled him to it. This liberal appli¬ 
cation of precipitate to ulcers is recommended 
by Wifeman, and our author is perfuaded that 
both Wifeman and Turner owed much of their 
fuccefs to it. 

Mr. Underwood fpeaks of a fpecies of ulcer 
which is ufually very fmall, and particularly 
affedts the parts about, and even below the ancle. 
It is exquifitely painful, and for fome time he 
found it difficult of cure without refting the leg, 

till 



I 


[ *57 ] 

till at length by carrying the roller feveral times 
over the ancle and foot, fo as to leave no part 
but juft the point of the heel uncovered, he was 
enabled to make a tolerable comprefiion below 
the ulcer itfelf. Cafes of this fort, he obferves, 

“ are often attended with confiderable puffinefs 
“ and a tetterous appearance of the furrounding 
“ fkin, accompanied with a thin and acrid dif- 
“ charge, which render the parts additionally 
“ tender-, whilft the little ulcer is almoft per- 
“ feftly dry, and cannot eafily be brought to 
“ fuppuration, till the complaint of the fkin is 
“ removed.” This, we are told, is mod 
fpeedily effected by drying applications, luch as 
bole and powdered alum, ung , rubr. de/tccativ. 
or in more obftinate cafes, a folution of fugar 
of lead and white vitriol, with an ounce or two 
of camphorated fpirit in a pint of water. If 
the fore does not loon change its complexion, 
on the difappearance of the affeftion of the fkin, 
we are advifed to fill the ulcer with precipitate, 
diffolved lunar cauftic, or any fimilar efcharotic, 
and when the flough is come out to repeat it. • 
Here, however, our author offers a caution re¬ 
lative to the ufe of thefe efcharotics, which he 
oblerves are to be had recourle to only where 
Yol.IV. N°IH. Kk active 
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aCl ive digeftives, aided by proper bandage and 
exercife, prove ineffectual. 

In ulcers of long (landing, it fometimes hap¬ 
pens, that befides a large fore, the leg is exceed¬ 
ingly fwelled with hard tumors, or lumps, which 
will not always be diffolved by the difcharge 
from the ulcer. Here, we are told, the appli¬ 
cation of a large piece of oiled filk will produce 
the happieft effeCts, and with fafety difperfe the 
indurations. It likewife fometimes happens, 

. that the other leg will be equally fwollen, and 
exceedingly hard, though without ulceration. 
In this cafe alfo, whilft a copious difcharge is 
kept up from the fore, the tumid leg is directed 
to be rolled, and covered with oiled filk, which, 
by exercife, will, without the affiftance of me¬ 
dicine, bring down the hardnefs and (welling, 
by the time the ulcer on the other leg is healed. 

Wherever ulcers are connected with difeafe of 
the fyftem, our author allows, that the afiiftancc 
of medicine will be required. All that he means, 
to infill on is, that this is not generally the cafe. 
In one kind of ulcer, ufually of long (landing, 
and which he thinks has been improperly termed 
fcorbutic, he has found the bark very efficacious 
when given in large dofes. This fort of ulcer, 
he oblerves, occurs chiefly in poor people, who 

have 


/ 
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have either injured their conftitution by hard 
drinking, or, on the contrary, have been in want 
of almoft all the necefiaries of life. In cales 
of obltruded perfpiration and cutaneous erup¬ 
tion, he has experienced good effeds from 
a ftrong decodion of the woods, and in eryfi- 
pelatous ulcers, efpecially where a great part of 
the limb is infefted with a fcalding difcharge, he 
has recommended the internal ufe of lime water 
with advantage. 

In the healing of ulcers, efpecially thofe of 
long ftanding, Mr. Underwood advifes the fur- 
geon to proceed flowly and cautioufly, avoiding 
the too early ufe of drying applications, and 
gradually weakening the digeftive. It may be 
laid down as a general maxim, he obferves, 
that the fore fliould rather jse fuffered, than in¬ 
vited to fkin over* When the .ulcer is healed, 
he recommends temperance, a continuance of 
the bandage for fome time, and purgatives oc- 

cafionallv, 

# 

The good effeds of precipitate and warm di- , 
geftive ointments, afiifted by a generous diet, 
and exercife, in ulcers of the legs, induced our 
author to extend the trial of them to thofe glan¬ 
dular tumours about the neck, which have ge¬ 
nerally, though perhaps not on fufficient grounds, 

K k 2 been 
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been confidered as fcrophulous. His experiments 
in this way, he affures us, have been attended 
with fuccefs. If the fwellings are at all dif- 
pofed to come forward, but are not broke, or 
have only a i'mall orifice, he always haftens the 
maturation, and the diffolution of the fkin as 
far as it is difeafed, by epithems made of honey, 
flour, and yolk of egg. He is very little con¬ 
cerned to what extent the fore fhall run, as he 
knows he fhall have much diftempered gland to 
deftroy underneath, and that if the latter be not 
effectually done, the lore will either not heal en¬ 
tirely, or will foon break out again. As he 
fuppofes the dil'eafe to be local, he prefcribes no 
mercurial or other medicine internally, unlefs 
the patient is unhealthy in other refpeCts. The 
frequent purges, which are fo generally recom¬ 
mended, he thinks, ferve only to reduce the 
vis vitas which, in thefe cafes, is already too 
languid. 

To obtain the advantages Mr. Underwood 
has experienced ■ from the ufe of precipitate in 
thele cafes, the ulcers—he tells us—are to be 
filled with it, and if a flough is formed by it 
(which will not always be the cafe) the fuppu- 
rative epithem is recommended as the befl dreff- 
ing till the flough is thrown off, when the pre¬ 
cipitate 
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cipitate is to be immediately repeated. It fre¬ 
quently happens, he adds, that fcrophulous ' 
ulcers, cured by this method, leave only a Team, 
and a little rednefs to be obferved afterwards, 
without any proper fear on the part. 

On this fubjedt the editor of the Journal 
begs leave to obferve, that he himfelf, about 
three years ago, having had a tumour of this 
kind in his neck, which came (lowly to fuppura- 
tion, and having long been perfuaded that com¬ 
plaints of this iort are in general local, and un- 
ponne&ed with any difeafe of the fyflem, he 
treated it accordingly. At the end of a few 
months, when the tumour had acquired the fize 
of a pigeon’s egg, and the fkin was become 
thin, foft, and pointed, jt burfl: of itfelf, and 
the opening was a little enlarged with a lancet 
fo as to afford a free outlet to the matter. As 
there ftill remained much indurated gland, one 
of his furgical friends advifed him to deftroy it 
with a cauftic, but he chofe rather to truft to time 
^nd to milder applications. At firft the Linimen- 
tumArc<ei fpread on lint was applied to the wound, 
but as this conftantly irritated the fore, and made 
it inflamed and painful, it was after feveral trials 
laid aflde, and in its Head recourfe was had to 
wax and oil •, by which Ample application, withn 

out 
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out any afliftance from medicine, the wound 
continued to dilcharge for feveral months, with¬ 
out the leaft pain or uneafinefs, and at length, 
at the end of about a year, was completely 
healed, the induration of the gland being then 
totally removed. During the whole of this pe¬ 
riod, his health, which has always been good, 
was unaffected, and he continued to live as 
ufual, taking a great deal of exercife and eat¬ 
ing freely of animal food. A rednefs of the 
Ikin at the part and a flight fear ftill remain. 

From this and fome other fimilar cafes which 
have come under his obfervation, and in which 
he has recommended a fimilar practice, he is 
convinced, that as little or nothing is to be ex¬ 
pected from medicine, fo likewife that the lefs 
the furgeon interferes with them the better, as 
they generally fucceed belt when left to nature, 
afiifted by the mildeft applications. 

We now return to Mr. Underwood’s work, 
towards the conclufion of which we meet with 
fome obfervations on fore nipples and the mam¬ 
mary abfeefs. In the firft of thefe he recom¬ 
mends the aftringent folution mentioned p. 257, 
and obferves, that he has found fome advantage 
in thefe cafes, and in drawing out a bad nipple, 
by covering it with a large nutmeg, hollowed 

out, 
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out, with the edges left flat. In the treatment 
of the mammary abfcefs which, he obferves, is 
often the confequence of neglected inflammation 
'Of the nipples, he very properly cautions us 
againft the old, and now, we hope, generally 
exploded practice, of making a large or indeed 
any opening with an inftrument.' All that is 
commonly necefiary, he remarks, is to cover 
the part with a foft bread and milk poultice; 
to keep it well fupported by an eafy bandage; 
and carefully to prefs out the matter, and renew 
the poultice twice or three times a day. He has 
met with fome inftances, however, where fmall 
pundtures with a lancet have been ufeful. , Such 
were cafes, where the whole breaft was very 
hard, and the habit not difpofed to form matter 
fo plentifully as the indurated (late of the part 
feemed to require. In fome alarming cafes, 
where the breaft had entirely loft its natural ap¬ 
pearance, and was become hard in every pare, 
flattened, and the nipple almoft obliterated, he 
has feen nothing fo ufeful as mild poultices and 
a cautious ufe of the Ung. Merc. fort, with oc- 
cafional V. S. and the ufe of laxatives. 


VI. Phaf- 
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VI. Pharmacopbea Generalis edit a a D. Jacobo 
Rcinboldo Spielman. 4 to. Argent or at i, 1783. 
p. 646. 

1 

I N this work the learned ProfelTor Spielman 
has undertaken to bring together all the 
medicinal compoiitions that are in ufe in, dif¬ 
ferent countries. For this purpofe he has had 
recourfe to a great variety of Difpenfatories, and 
other medical writings of which the titles are 
enumerated in a Syllabus Auttorum^ that extends 

1 

through 15 pages. 

In his Introduction he points out the beft 
method of ftudying and pradtifing pharmacy, 
and explains the different weights and meafures 
of the ancients and moderns, chemical charac¬ 
ters, &c. The work itfelf is divided into two 
parts. In the firft, or Materies Pharmaceutical 
we. have a very good defcription of all the me¬ 
dicinal fimples now in ufe. This part, the au¬ 
thor informs us, is not copied from books, but 

founded on his own careful examination of the 

\ 

different articles. What he fays of the Uva 
Urfi will ferve as a fpecimen of his method. 

“ Uva Ursi, Boujferole , Steinbeere. Folia 
“ petiolata, ovata, oblonga, obtufa, integerrima, 
duriufcula, fupra viridia, rugofa, fubtus pal- 

“ lida, 


U 
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li'di, iriodora, cum quadam amaritie adftrm- 
gentia. Arbutus Uva Urfi L. Fruticulus 
“ pafiim per Europam obvius. Folia dantur 
“ fub forma pulveris ad drachmam unarn, cum 
“ Aquas Unciis duodecim decoda ad drachmas 
“ duas- contra affedus nephriticos.” 

The fecond part contains the compound me¬ 
dicines : and here the learned author confefles 
he has been obliged, from the nature of his 
plan, to give place to many uncouth remedies, 
which he would otherwife have gladly rejeded. 
In a note at the end of each article, he mentions 
its virtues, and the dofes in which it is admi- 
niftered< 


VII. . Avvifo al PubblicOy &c. i. e. Advice to 
the Public concerning the manner of ufing an 
ointment of corrofive fublimate in the cure of the 
Venereal difeafe , and of other diforders which 
often refifi the bejt remedies. By Dominic 
Cirillo, M. D. Profeffor of the Practice of 
Phyfic in the Univerfty of Naples , &c. 8vo* 
Naples. 

T HE author of this trad having in the 
courfe of a long pradice made frequent 
-■ Vol. IV. N° III. LI ufe 



ufe of fublimate, both in fubftance and diflolved 
in fpirit of wine, and having often feen it pro¬ 
duce dangerous and even fatal fymptoms, as 
well as fail in the removal of venereal com¬ 
plaints, was induced to try its effe&s when ap¬ 
plied externally in the following form ; 

Mercurii fublimati corrofivi in pulv. 
fubtilifiim. redact, drachmam unam. 

Axungias porcinas, unciam unam. 

Tritur. fimul diligenter per horas xij 
, ut fiat unguentum. 

Of this ointment he directs from half a drachm 
to two drachms to be rubbed every night on the 
foies of the feet. He particularly mentions this 
part, becaufe, if rubbed on the legs, or where 
the cuticle is thinner, it is liable to produce ul¬ 
ceration. The fame precautions and regimen 
are to be adopted as in the cure by fridlions 
with the common mercurial ointment. 

With this remedy, he tells us, he has fucceeded 
in a great number of cafes where the ordinary 
modes of treatment have failed, both in the hof- 
pital for incurables, to which he is phyfician, and 
in private pradlice. He has feen it, for inftance, 
remove different venereal ophthalmia’s, pains of 
the limbs accompanied with fpurious exoftofes, 
and even venereal fwcllings of the knee joint, a 
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complaint which ufually bids defiance to every 
fpecies of mercurial preparation, and which ter* 
minates fometimes in a ftiff joint, and at others 
jn a dropfy of the joint, or in phthifis in confe- 
quence of fuppuration. He has likewife found 
this application Angularly efficacious in obfti- 
nate fciatica. In cafes of this fort he confines 
the fridlion to the foie of the foot correfponding 
with the difeafed part. In fcrophulous cafes, 
and in enlargement of the epidydimis, he has 
employed this remedy with equal fuccefs. 

In every cafe he recommends a cautious ufe 
of it, advifing us to begin with fmall dofes, 
which are to be gradually increafed according to 
the fymptoms, age, or conftitution of the pa¬ 
tient, and other circumftances. 


VIII. Let ter a eftemporanea fopra alcune curiofita 
jifiologifche. i. e. An extemporary letter concern¬ 
ing fome pby/iological curiofities. 8vo. 1782. 
18 pages. 

T HIS letter, which is figned “ II Cavalier 
Michela Rofa,” is addreffed to Monfignor 
Garampi the Apoftolic Nuncio at Vienna, to 

L1 2 whom 
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whom the author, who is profeffor of the prac¬ 
tice of phyfic in the univerfity of Modena, ac¬ 
knowledges his obligations for enabling him to 
perform experiments on large animals. 

Since the publication of this firft letter the au r 
thor has addrefled a fecond on the fame fubjeft, 
to the fame prelate, and a third to Comte Greppi. 
Of thefe two we have feen only a French tranf- 
lation in manufcript, which, together with the 
printed copy of the firft letter, was obligingly put 
into our hands by Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart, whofe 
zeal for the improvement of fcience in general 
leads him to procure early information of every 
thing that is going on amongft philofophers in 
different parts of Europe, and who was defirous 
that the fadls contained in thefe letters might be 
candidly examined. 

In the firft letter the author obferves, that in 

the dead animal almoft all the blood is found in 

\ 

the veins: hence he concludes, that during life 
there is but little in the arteries, the veiqs being 
fufficient to contain all the blood. 

He fuppofes the arteries to be filled with what 
he calls an expanfible animal vapour {yapore ef- 
panfile animale) very different from the halitus 
fanguinis of Haller, and which he thinks is ac- 

j ’ . » • • • 

quired 
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quired in the paffage of the blood through the 
lungs. 

He confiders this vapour as the animating 
principle of phyfical life, as the agent and chief 
inftrument of all our fundions. Filtered through 
the extremities of arteries, he fuppofes that it 
paffes into the different lecreting organs, and 
communicates energy to them. Fie confiders it 
likewife as the principle of nutrition. 

He afferts, in oppofition to the experiments 
of Dr. Darwin and others, that the arteries and 
even the veins are diffended when placed under 
the exhaufted receiver of an air pump. 

He trembles, he fays, when he confiders that 
he is to be the firft to announce, that the only 
veffels deftined to form the fanguineous fyftem 
are the veins, and that the blood is not intended 
by nature to remain in the arteries. “ As it is 
f‘ by violence as it were (fuch are his expref- 
“ fions) and contrary to its natural tendency that 
“ the blood is driven by the heart into the arte- 
“ ries, fo it haftens to efcape from thence, as 
“ from a refidence which is foreign to it.” If 
nature has given more ftrength to the right ven¬ 
tricle of the heart than to the left, and a greater 
diameter to the arteries that pafs through the 
lungs than to the veins, it is, he thinks, in order 

that 
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that the blood may be more expanded, and of 
courfe more eafily and fooner impregnated with 
the vital flame, as he calls the vapour in queftion. 

In the second letter after proving from diffe¬ 
rent writers that the arteries after death are 
found almoft entirely empty, he afferts, that if 
we divide the carotid artery of a living fheep, 
calf, or bullock, the blood will efcape with an 
inftantaneous hifiing noife, like an explofion. 

Having contrived to fix a canula in the car- 
rotid of a calf, and to make it communicate 
with the exhaufted receiver of an air pump, the 
blood, he tells us, frothed much, while the 
veffel became filled with a cloudy vapour. 

In another experiment a bladder was fixed to 
a tube communicating with the carotid of a 
living bullock, and when filled with blood, was 
tied without its contents having had any com¬ 
munication with the external air. This bladder, 
as the author afferts, expanded upon being im- 
merfed in warm water. 

The fwelling of the cutaneous veins after vio¬ 
lent exercife he afcribes to their becoming ar¬ 
terial, or, in other words, to their being filled 
with vapour. 

He contends that the pulfation of an artery 
■does not depend on its coats, but on the vital 

air 
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aif it contains; and alfo that an artery neither 
dilates nor lengthens itfelf when it beats. 

In his third letter the author aflerts, that in 
the living animal he has conftantly found the 
iliac, pulmonary, and carotid arteries empty. 
He obferves, that if the arteries were completely 
filled with blood there could be no circulation. 
He alks how the effeds of fear or cold in occafi- 
oning palenefs can be explained on the com¬ 
monly received principles that the blood in fuch 
cafes is driven from the cutaneous veficls to¬ 
wards the heart, if the arteries are all equally 
diftended? Laftly, he tells us he transfufed five 
pounds of blood into a flieep, and yet the animal 
lived two hours after the operation. This he 
deems a proof that the arteries were not full 
before. 

Such are the principal arguments contained 
in the Chevalier Rofa’s three letters. The hy- 
pothefis they are intended to fupport, viz; that 
the arteries are filled with air inftead of blood, 
is as old as the days of Praxagoras, and was long 
ago ably and completely refuted by Galen. In 
thefe enlightened times we little expeded to fee 
the dreams of the ancients on this fubjed re¬ 
vived, and vindicated by conclufions drawn 
from miftaken notions of phyfiology, and by 
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experiments which will not {land the teft 6f 
repetition. As a proof,of what we have ad* 
vanced, it will be fufficient to obferve for the 
information of our readers, that Dr. Simmons, 
and Mr. Cline, after reading profefibr Rofa’s 
letters, made the following experiments in Mr. 
Cline’s anatomical theatre at St. Thomas’s hof* 
pital in London.— i. After laying bare the ca¬ 
rotid of a living rabbit, they pafied two ligatures 
round it, fo as to include a portion of artery of 
about half an inch in length. This portion of 
artery was then taken out and placed under the 
receiver of an air pump, the air of which was 
drawn out without producing the leaft appear-* 
ance of diftention in the blood veflel. The piece 
' of artery was then opened and found to be dif- 
tended with blood.—2. In a like trial with a 
portion of the vena cava, the refult was exactly 
the fame.—3. A fimilar portion of the iliac ar* 
tery of the fame animal was then diftended with 
air, and this when placed under the exhaufted 
receiver expanded, as was expelled, to at lead 
three times its natural bulk.-*—Thefe gentlemen 
were aware that accounts of fimilar experiments 
are upon record, but in examining the validity 
of the fads alledged by the Chevalier Rofa, they 

chafe- 
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chofc rather to appeal to their own experience 
than to books. 


IX. An account of a nrjo method of treating dif- 
eafes of the joints of the knee and elbow , in a 
letter to Mr. Percival Pott, by H. Park, of Li¬ 
verpool, one of the furgeons of the hofpital. 8vo. 
Johnfon, London , 1783. 51 pages, is. 6d. 


S CROPHULOUS affedions of the joints; 

colledions of pus in the articular cavities; 
gun-fliot wounds and compound fractures of the 
joints; nay, even the moft fimple, penetrating 
wounds, however favourable may be the termi¬ 
nation in fome few cafes, are neverthelefs, in fpite 
of all the modes of obtaining relief hitherto dis¬ 
covered, but too frequently produdive of fuch 
a train of evils, as to terminate at length in the 
deftrudion of the unhappy fufferer, unlefs pre¬ 
vented by the timely removal of the limb. To 
alleviate in fome degree thefe evils, and to avert 
fome of the dreadful confequences, is the d'efign 
of the work before us. T he ingenious author 
clearly Ihews, that in fome of the affedions of 
the knee and elbow, in which amputation has 
hitherto been deemed indifpenfably neceffary. 
Vol. IV. N° III. M m Sur- 
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Surgery has yet another refource, by which 
the limbs of perfons under the above c’ircum- 
ftances may be preferved, with fuch a (hare 
of the motions which nature had originally al- 
lotted to them, as to be confiderably more ufe- 
ful than any invention which art has hitherto 
been able to fubftitute-in their (lead, This re¬ 
fource confifts in the total extirpation of the arti¬ 
culation, or the entire removal of the extremities 
of all the bones which form the joint, with the 
whole, or as much as poffible, of the caplular 
ligament i thereby obtaining a cure by means 
of a callus, or by uniting the femur and tibia, 
when practifed on the knee; and the humerus, 
radius, and ulna, when at the elbow, into one 
bone, without any moveable articulation. 

The practicability of fuch an operation, with 
a probability of fuccefs, occurred to our au¬ 
thor fome years ago •, but as the undertaking 
appeared liable to many objections he wi(hed to 
avoid being too precipitate in the attempt. The 
principal difficulties that occurred either from 
his own reflections, or the obfervations of his 
friends, were the hazard of wounding the prin¬ 
cipal blood veffels ;—the great inflammation, 
and large fuppurations ufually confequent on 
wounds of the articulations;—the uncertainty 

of 



L *7S ] 

of obtaining a firm callus ;—the lofs of the in- 
fertions of the extenfor mufcles ;—the doubt re- 
ipe< 5 ting the utility of the limb, provided a cure 
could be obtained the uncertainty of remov¬ 
ing the whole difeafe where caries gave rife to 
the operation j—and wherf undertaken on ac¬ 
count of fcrophulous affections of the joints, the 
hazard of a return of the fame difeafe. 1 

Thefe difficulties, though they might appear 
at firft fight very weighty, were found, on more 
attentive confideration, to lofe much of their 
force. The danger of wounding the principal 
vefiels in the arm was very trifling, their fitu- 
ation being fufficiently remote from the bane to 
place them out of all hazard. In the knee there 
was much more room for apprehenfion on this 
fcore, the popliteal veffels palling fo immedi¬ 
ately between the condyles of the femur. From 
an experiment, however, on the dead fubjeft, it 
appeared that even thefe might beeafily avoided. 
Mr. Park confeffes that in this experiment, when 
the joint was removed; the appearance of the 
wound was fomewhat formidable, exhibiting a 
very large cavity, with very thin parietes; and 
that there feemed little wanting to complete the 
amputation. Yet as the limb would not be de¬ 
prived of any part of its nourilhment, and every 
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healing incifed furface, as well of bone as of fofc 
parts, has a natural tendency to granulate, he 
could not fee any room to doubt that nature 
would find fufficient refources to repair this 
breach. 

The next difficulty was the great inflamma¬ 
tion, pain, and extenfive fuppurations, ufually 
confequent on wounds of large articulations i 
but as thefe appeared to be, in a great meafure, 
owing to the expofure of the capfular ligament, 
and of a large cartilaginous furface, and thefe 
parts were to be removed by the operation in 
queftion, the objection loft much of its weight. 

The doubt of obtaining a firm callus was 
thought to have no reafonable foundation, as 
daily obfervation proves, that when two living 
Turfaces of bare bone are oppofed to each other, 
they have ever a tendency to Unite. 

With refpeft to the lofs of the infertions of 
the extenfor mufcles, it was thought fufficient 
to reply, that the joint being extirpated, there 
was no longer any want of mufcles to move it 5 
and that the incifed ends of thefe mufcles as 
there would not be any part of them taken away, 
muft unavoidably attach themfelves to fome part 
of the callus; which was all that would be ne- 
cefiary. 


The 



The queftion concerning the utility of the 
limb, provided a-cure could be obtained, was, 
indeed, a very important one, and deferved well 
to be confidered. In the arm, however, the 
advantages arifing from the prefervation of a 
hand and fingers, with all their original motions, 
except thofe of pronation and fupination, were 
fo very evident, and fo very confiderable, as not 
to leave room for a moment’s hefitation. In the 
leg, our author confelfes he was lefs fanguine in 
his expedlations of advantages equal to the 
hazard, but ftill he was convinced that a ftiff 
limb would be infinitely preferable to an ’arti¬ 
ficial leg. 

The two laft objections, viz. the uncertainty 
of removing the whole of the caries, and the 
danger of a return of the difeafe, feemed to 
operate with an equal degree of force againfi: 
amputation. 

Upon the whole, Mr. Park could not fee any 
juft caufe to apprehend, that a perfon who had 
undergone an operation of this kind, would be 
in a lefs favourable ftate than one with a com¬ 
pound fracture with equal lofs of bone, but in 
which the principal blood vefiels had efcaped 
unhurt. He at length, therefore, determined 
to put this operation in practice the firft favour¬ 
able 
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able opportunity, and it was not long before one 
occurred. A robuft failor, aged 33, was ad*- 
mitted into the Liverpool Infirmary on account 
of a difeafed knee of ten years Handing. The 
joint was confiderably enlarged, and the con- 
traftion of the flexor mufcles fuch as to draw 
back the leg, fo as to form a right angle with 
the thigh, in which pofition it was immoveably 
fixed. Every attempt to communicate to the 
joint the fmalleft degree of motion, gave him 
the moft excruciating pain, and his health for 
fome time had been rapidly declining. The na¬ 
ture of the propofed operation was explained to 
him, and he very readily confented to it in pre¬ 
ference to amputation. In the performance of 
it one circumftance occured, which our author 
has thought neceffary to mention particularly, 
as it led him into fome difficulty; which is, that 
he wilhed to avoid making a tranfverfe incifion, 
thinking it would be in his power, by a Ample 
longitudinal one, after the patella was removed, 
to raife the integuments fo as to divide the 
lateral and crofs ligaments, and after turning 
out the heads of the bones alternately, to faw 
off juft as much as he might find difeafed. But 
in this he was greatly deceived. There ap¬ 
peared fuch confufion of parts on opening 

the 
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the articulation, the ligaments being, in fome 
parts, extremely thickened, in others in a floughy, 
fUppurated (late, with the cartilages almoft wholly 
deftroyed, and the heads of the bones much 
eroded by the offenfive matter, of which there 
was a good deal in the joint; befides, that lome 
degree of bony union had already begun to take 
place between the head of the tibia and the inner, 
condyle of the femur ; that after fpending fome 
time in the attempt, it was thought advifable to 
make a tranfverfe incifion, and divide the femur 
above the condyles. An elaftic fpatula was in¬ 
troduced to guard the foft parts, while the bones 
were fawed through. The quantity of bone 
removed was fomewhat, though not much, more 
than two inches of the femur, and of the tibia 
rather more than one inch, which were,but juft 
enough to allow the leg to be brought into a 
right line with the thigh, the previous contrac¬ 
tion of the flexor mufcles being fuch as to keep 
the two fawn ends of bone in clofe contadl. 
The only artery that was divided in the opera¬ 
tion was one on the anterior part of the knee, 
which ceafed to bleed before the operation was 
concluded; the ends of the bones, however, 
particularly that of the femur, bled pretty freely. 
As there remained a confiderable redundance of 
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integument, it was fupported by s few flitches. 
The lighted fuperficial draftings only were ap¬ 
plied, and the limb was placed' in a cafe of tin 
fufficiently long to receive the whole of it, from 
the ancle to the infertion of the glutaeus mufcle. 

The patient pad the day in a good deal of 
pain, had frequent vomitings, and lod a good 
deal of blood, fo that in the evening he was 
very languid, with a low weak pulfe of about 
120. On loofening the bandages, which were 
full of blood, and become very tight and un- 
eafy, the haemorrhage was found to have nearly 
ceafed. The operation was performed on the 
firft of July, and the difcharge, which for fome 
days was very confiderable, as mud have been 
expefled from fo large a furface of wound, 
was much diminifhed by the ioth, and by the 
2id was no more than fufficient to moiden the 
dreflings. By this time likewife the cavity of 
the wound was in a great meafure filled up, and 
the ends of the bones covered with granulations. 
Collections' of matter were formed during the 
cure, but of thefe only two were of any import¬ 
ance, nor were thefe fuch as to occafion the 
fmalled appearance of danger. It was pretty 
evident that they were occafioned by a portion 
of difeafed capfular ligament, which was un¬ 
avoidably 
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avoidably left in the pofterior part. The con¬ 
finement to bed was between nine and ten weeks, 
which was not a longer time than many com¬ 
pound fraftures require. On the 31 ft of Decem¬ 
ber the callus was ftrong enough to allow the 
patient to raife the limb without the afliftance of 
his hand, and at the time of writing the account 
he had got a ftrong ufeful limb, tree from pain 
or fwelling, and was gone to fea. 

This is the only cafe in which our author 
has performed the operation in queftion. It has 
convinced him, however, of its pradticability 
and utility, and thefe, he thinks, in elbow cafes 
would be ftill greater. But he wifhes not to have 
ft fuppofed that he is fanguine enough to ima¬ 
gine, that the method he has recommended will 
certainly fucceed in every cafe* He laments, 
that perfons labouring under difeafed joints are 
but feldom willing to fubmit to any great opera¬ 
tion till their lives are brought into imminent 
danger-, in which ftate amputation will be found 
the only refource. To define, however, with 
accuracy the cafes in which extirpation will or 
will not be advifable, he leaves to future expe¬ 
rience to determine. 

- "While this article was preparing for the prefs, 
we were informed, that fince the publication of 
. Vol.IV. N°II 1 . Nn Mr. 
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Mr. Park’s pamphlet, the operation he recom¬ 
mends has been fuccefsfully performed in an 
elbow cafe by a very ingenious and enterprizing 
furgeon of one of the Hofpitals in London. 


SECTION II. 

Essays and Observations. 

1 * 

I. An Account of two cafes of Hamaturia. By 
Robert Bland, M. D. Phyfician-man-midwife 
to the Weftminjter General Difpenfary. 

A E. a girl twelve years old, pale, thin, 
• and of an irritable temper and habit, at¬ 
tempted about two years ago to lift a weight 
much beyond her ftrength. On the fecond or 
third day after this, blood was obferved in her 
urine, but without having been preceded by any 
remarkable pain. The quantity at firft was not 
confiderable; perhaps not exceeding an Ounce in 
twenty-four hours. It leemed to yield, in fome 
degree at lead, to a cooling regimen and the 
occafional ufe of gentle purgatives. But altho* 
by purluing this method, the quantity of blood 
that came with the urine feemed to be diminilhed, 
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and fometimes an interval of two or three days 
was obtained in which no blood was difcharged, 
yet upon any agitation of the paffions, which it 
was not always poflible to guard againft, the 
difcharge returned with increafed violence. Upon 
thefe occafions glyfters of linfeed oil, which has 
been thought to have a fpecific property of re- 
ftraining internal haemorrhages, were injedted, 
■and the fame medicine combined with a mucilage 
of gum arabic given by the mouth. To thefe 
were occafionally added nitre, cream of tartar, &c. 

By perfifting in this method, but particularly 
by guarding againft excefs of exercife or paf- 
fion, a ceflation of the difcharge was at length 
obtained for feveral weeks, after which it re¬ 
turned again with the addition of a new fymptom, 
viz. a pain on the left fide, a little above her 
hip and inclining backwards, feemingly in the 
direction of the ureter. This has fince been a 
concomitant, or rather as the friends of the child 
think, a forerunner of the difeafe. This pain, 
they have obferved, conftantly increafes as the 
Sun rifes to its meridian, and that whether the 
child is walking out or confined at home. This 
increafed pain never fails to be followed by an 
increafed difcharge of blood. 

N n 2 
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Three or four ounces of blood were now 
taken away, and recourfe was had to the fame 
method that feemed to have been fuccefsful be- 
fore, with the addition of decodlion of bark and 
elixir of vitriol. After feveral months conti¬ 
nuance in a greater or lefs degree, the difcharge 
once more flopped for the fpace of three months, 
but at the end of that time returned again in a 
greater degree than ever, and was preceded by 
the fame pain as before. During the lafl five 
months it has again entirely ceafed. 

She has never loft her appetite. Her ftrength - 
and flefh are increafed, and fhe appears to have 
loft that difpofition to fever, which from a con¬ 
tinuance of feven or eight years, feemed to have 
been conftitutional. During the latter part of 
laft fummer fhe ufed cold bathing, without any 
material effedt upon the difcharge, but feem- 
ingly with advantage to her general health. 

As difeafes of this kind are not of frequent 
occurrence, I think it not improper to add the 
following brief account of the cafe of a gentle¬ 
man, eminent in the law, which he related to 
me a few days fince. 

About three years ago, without any previous 
indifpofition, or apparent caufe, he obferved 
blood to be riifcharged with his urine. As he 
was alarmed at the appearance, he confulted- 

fonie 
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fome of the moft eminent phyficians and fur- 
geons in this metropolis, and conformed to fuch 
regimen, and took fuch medicines, chiefly of 
the corroborant and aftringent clafies, as they 
advifed, for a confiderable time, without any 
material effedt, except that by long-and rigorous 
abftinence he had reduced his ftrength, and im¬ 
paired his general health. He was once tempted 
to believe that the gout, to which he .had been 
fubjedt feveral years, was kept away by it; 
but time proved the fallacy of that hope. One 
day, after riding, he felt a moft excruciating 
pain in his loins, which obliged him to go 
double. This continued feveral minutes, when 
he fuddenly felt fomething drop into his bladder, 
which was followed by immediate eafe. Soon 
after he had occaflon to make water, when a 
clot of blood of the fize of a pea was feen in 
his urine. From this time he laid afide all medi¬ 
cines, and continued to have the difcharge in a 
greater or lefs degree according as his exercife 
was more or lefs violent, or his mind more or 
lefs agitated. About the month of June laft, 
being excited by fome unexpedted fuccefs in a 
bufinefs he had deemed hopelefs, he indulged 
in a more liberal dofe of wine than he had now 
for many months taken, fo as to be intoxicated. 

The 



[,286 ] 


The next morning he obferved that the urine 
he had pafled in the night was free from blood, 
and he has had no return of the difcharge. 

St. Alban's Street, 

June I, 1783. 


II. An Account of the effedis of a large dofe of 
Saccharum Saturni. By Mr. Francis Knight, 
Surgeon of the Coldjiream regiment of Foot- 
guards. Communicated in a letter to Dr. Saun¬ 
ders, phyfician to Guy’s Hofpital , and by him to 
Dr. Simmons. 

J OHN Grazebrook, a recruit in the Cold- 
ftream regiment of foot-guards (having con¬ 
tracted a recent gonorrhoea which he was un¬ 
willing to make known to the regiment) took 
by the advice of a friend a medicine, which 
fince proves to have been full two drachms of 
Sacch. Saturn, mixed with milk. 

On Thurfday night, June 5th, he took half 
of this quantity, and in about five hours after, 
complained of great pain in his bowels and back, 
with a very violent and painful diftenfion above 
and below the navel i but, not fufpeCting his 
illnels to have been occafioned by the medicine, 

he 
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he took the remaining part of it. Within an 
hour his complaints greatly increafed upon him, 
he totally loft the power of fpeech, and after¬ 
wards his fenfes. In this ftate, and apparently 
in great pain, he was brought the next morning 
to the regimental hofpital. He had moft profufc 
and general perfpiration, his pulfe was uncom¬ 
monly foft and flow (not exceeding 40 in a 
minute) and he was frequently vomiting up a 
green bilious fluid. We could gain no certain 
information of what he had taken; but, from 
fome fufpicion of the poifon, he was freely 
drenched with warm water and oil. fame 

was thrown up by way of clyfter, and being 
often repeated, with purgative medicines by the 
mouth, his bowels were with fome difficulty 
opened.—After this, late on the Friday evening, 
he appeared fomewhat fenfible, but did not in 
the leaft recover his fpeech till the following 
day (June 7th); when in a faultering voice he 
afked for fome liquor. He complained of a pain 
in his head, but was pretty eafy in his bowels, 
having had eight or nine ftools. His perfpiration 
continued all this time equally profule and ge¬ 
neral; but about four o’clock on the Sunday 
morning it was fomewhat interrupted by a cold 
lhivering of half an hour’s continuance, fuc- 

ceeded 
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ceeded by heat, and which terminated again in 
a profufe perfpiration. This continued about two 
days more, his voice becoming gradually more 
diftinft, and his bowels keeping regularly open 
without the aid of medicine. His pulfe was ltill 
very flow, not beating more than 56 or 58 (even 
after meals) but he had no farther complaint in 
his bowels, nor any fubfequent paralytic fymp- 
tom. He continued mending till the 13th, when 
he was difcharged the hofpital, free of all com¬ 
plaints, and fit for duty. 

It is not unworthy of remark, that his clap 
(which, in two days time, had ftained the whole 
flap of his fhirt with a molt virulent difcharge) 
was in nearly the fame fpace of time perfcdly 
cured. I examined his urethra on the Sunday 
(June 8th) but could not prefs out the lead, 
drop of running. The mouth of the urethra 
betrayed no appearance of inflammation, nor had 
he any return of it before he left the hofpital. 
—It is dill more extraordinary (though equally 
true) that fome old venereal chancres under the 
prepuce, which had withftood a pretty long 
courfe of mercury from the furgeon of the regi¬ 
ment he before belonged to, feemed as fuddenly 
to have aflumed a healing appearance. 


III. An 
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•III. An Account of fame fymptoms of fever , and of 
the means of removing them. By Thomas 
Sanden, M. D. Pbyftcian at Chichejter . 

% 

I T has been a matter of doubt with fome, 
whether fuch a difeafe as fynocha is defined 
to be, ever exifts, or,. in other words, whether 
there is fuch a thing as a purely inflammatory 
fever accompanied with a topical inflammatory 
affection. I do not pretend to difcufs this ge¬ 
neral queftion, and fhall only oblerve that there 
may be fometimes in fevers a phlogiftic diathefis, 
which is latent , or at lead which does not betray 
itfelf by the uiual and more evident fymptoms. 

The fpring of the year 1781 was (in this 
neighbourhood) remarkable for great drought 
in the beginning, and afterwards for l'udden in¬ 
terchanges of exceffive heat, with a moderate 
or rather cold temperature of the air. The fame 
feafon was alfo remarkable for this (as I have 
called it) latent phlogiftic diathelis. It took 
place in many difeafes, and frequently at the 
decline of them, when they had fubfifted for a 
while, and much weakened the patient. The 
marks of it were not a ilrong, full, hard pulfe, 
great heat and third, dry fkin and high-coloured 
urine, as is ufual; but rather reftleffnels .and 
Vo L. IV. N® III. Oo anxidty. 
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anxiety, with the abfence of the figns of a per¬ 
fect crifis to the fever; that is, the appetite did 
not return, the tongue continued foul, and the 
urine pale and clear. The nature of the com¬ 
plaint became completely m'anifeft only in con- 
lequence of the firft trial of the proper remedy; 
for on letting blood the fymptoms were certainly 
relieved, the pulfe was raifed, and the extrava- 
fated blood (properly drawn) hardly ever failed 
to be covered with an inflammatory cruft. " It is 
not to be wondered at that the intermittent fevers 
of the above feafon fhould partake ftrongly and 
evidently of this general phlogiftic tendency; 
but fome had it where the marks were obfcure, 
and where one would little expedt to find it. A 
middle-aged man laboured under an intermittent 
complaint; which attacked him every other day 
under the form of a violent head-ach, terminat¬ 
ing in a fweat. Moderate evacuations by blood¬ 
letting, purging, and vomiting were ufed: the 
• difeafe, however, foon changed to a quotidian 
type. After no great number of revolutions the 
fymptoms were by degrees got to fuch a height, 
that the patient foon after he was feized with his 
head-ach became delirious, inarticulate in his 
fpeech, and almoft fenlelefs. In his fecond pa- 
roxyfm of this kind I faw him. The heat of 
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the fkin was not greater than natural. The pulfe 
beat only fifty ftrokes in a minute, and were very 
ftrong and hard. The immediate lofs of a 
large quantity of blood, a blitter applied over 
the whole head, and an a&ive purge, which was 
taken without delay, removed t-hefe alarming 
fymptoms; they never returned, and the patient 
entirely recovered his health by the ufe of fome 
flight antiphlogiftic remedies and a low diet. 
I muft here obferve, that 1 had myfelf contri¬ 
buted to the violence of the paroxvfm above 
defcribed. Alarmed at the account given me 
of the preceding paroxyfm, and having my 
mind filled with I know not what ideas of inter¬ 
mittent fevers afiuming the malignant forms of 
lethargy, apoplexy, &c. as defcribed by Werl- 
hof, Torti, and others, I dreaded nothing more 
than the recurrence of the fit, and prefcribed the 
Bark in large quantities, and this remedy was 
indeed adminiftered with l'o much diligence, that 
the patient took not lefs than three ounces of it 
in fubftancein the fpace of about fourteen hours. 
This was no doubt a great miftake, and very 
injurious to the patient. I ought to have con- 
fidered the genius of the prevailing difeafes, and 
the change which this particular difeafe had un¬ 
dergone from a tertian to a quotidian type. Thefe 

O o 2 circum- 
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circumftances fhould have taught me, that tho* 
fome dangerous difeafes of the intermittent kind 
(of which I had been not without experience) 
were to be cured only by proper remedies, as, 
ex. gr. the bark, given liberally in the inter~ 
million, there were others (of which the prefenc 
was an inftance) which would be fuccefsfully at¬ 
tacked only in the time of the paroxyfm, and 
by fuch remedies as the nature of the paroxyfm 
itfelf feemed to require. Another inftance of 
this kina 1 had occafion to obferve in the autumn 
of the fame year 1781. This was a remittent 
tertian, and the rnoft remarkable fymptom in 
the paroxyfm (which was alfo accompanied with 
increafed heat, frequency of the pulfe, &c.) was 
a hoarfenefs. This indeed was never intirely 
off, but it was prodigioufly increafed in the pa¬ 
roxyfm, and was attended with a fenfe of fome 
ftri&ureof the breaft. The debility of the pa¬ 
tient and the weaknefs of the pulfe were fuch as 
to forbid blood-letting. After an emetic two or 
three times repeated, and a few faline draughts, 
the bark was given, but it rather exafperated 
the fymptoms, which were at length removed by 
inhaling the fteam of hot water, the application 
of a volatile linifnent with camphor to the throat, 
and a few fimple remedies that feemed to have 
no fcnfible effeift but that of loofening the belly. 
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The ufe of cathartics in fevers has been a 
fubjcdt of great difpute, owing, in part, I be¬ 
lieve to the exceffive and injudicious veneration 
•which fome have entertained for the writings of 
Hippocrates; it being well known, that what 
this great father of phyfic has left on the fub- 
ject of thefe remedies is by no means in favour 
of their ufe. Among the more celebrated mo¬ 
derns, Werlhof, De Haen, and perhaps Syden¬ 
ham, may be efteemed in general as very little 
inclined to employ cathartics in fevers, while 
Senac, Cleghorn, and Pringle, as well as many 
others, lay no fmall flrcfs on the timely and mo¬ 
derate exhibition of thefe remedies. 

Prejudice, which too often ufurps the name 
and precludes the benefits of experience, has, 
as in many others, mingled itfelf alfo in this 
queftion. I fpeak not of M. de Haen, whofe 
known prepofieffions in fome degree difcredit his 
otherwife valuable writings; but the candid and 
fagacious Werlhof evidently is not free from 
bias. Witnefs the following paflage, “ Vanif- 
“ fimum effe conftat, quod aliqui prastexunt, 
“ prilcos medicos, cum regulas de purgatione 
“ fcriberent, non nifi fortiffima pharmaca nota 

“ habuifie, 
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“ habuiffe, leniorum ignaros.” Obfervat. de 
Febrib. feet. i. § vii. in anfvver to this, little 
more feems neceffary than an enumeration of the 
purging remedies moft frequently ufed by the 
antients. We have befides fufficient evidence 
that Hippocrates in particular, and fome of his 
difciples, were very cautious in the ufe of thefe 
remedies, and that they had reafon for being fo, 
as we learn from Celfus (lib. 2. c. xii.) and from 
the author of the Treatife n tpi <ptx,py.xy.w\> (§ iv.) 
inferred among the works of Hippocrates. It 
will be allowed, indeed, that the ancients did, 
on fome occafions, ufe laxatives of no draftic or 
violent operation; yet we have reafon to believe 
that thefe laxatives were much lefs generally ap¬ 
plied than the rougher medicines, that they 
might with propriety be confidered rather as ar¬ 
ticles of diet, and that for the moft part they 
were of weak and uncertain effect. 

But the difeuflion of thefe general queftions 
is quite foreign from my purpofe. Two parti¬ 
cular cafes of fever occur to my recollection, 
which ftrongly illuftrate the neceflity of cleanfing 
the primas vhe either in the beginning, or in 
the more advanced periods of the difeafe. The 
firft was the cafe of a gentleman, who in the be¬ 
ginning of a remittent fever that attacked him 
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towards the decline of a very hot fummer, had 
as unequal and irregular a pulfe as I remember 
ever to have felt. As there was no other threat¬ 
ening fymptom, I was very little alarmed at this, 
but trufted to the operation of a few moderately 
large dofes of James’s powder, which vomiting 
and purging the patient fmartly, reduced the 
pulfe to a perfedlly even tenor. The other cafe 
was of a lady, who in November laid: was leized 
with a fever about three weeks after lying-in. 
Her child had died, and lbe was fuppofed to 
have fuffered much from a concealed and ftifled 
grief. The more urgent fymptoms in this cafe 
were, pain in the back part of the head; fick- 
nefs at ftomach (to remove which feveral eme¬ 
tics had been taken, and always with more or 
lefs relief) •, a frequent (pitting of frothy faliva; 
a total want of natural fleep; a very remarkable 
proftration of ftrength, and much defpondency 
and dejedtion of a mind naturally calm and re- 
folute. The mean frequency of the pulfe was 
from 118 to 126, with confiderable ftrength in 
the ftroke of the artery. About the thirteenth 
day from the attack, as nearly as could be afcer- 
tained in a difeafe, the beginning of which was 
not very diftindlly marked, the patient was feized 
in the evening with a faintnefs, which alarmed 
1 the 
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the attendants very much ; this lafted fof an 
hour or two, and returned in a lefs degree, and 
at intervals through the night. The next morn¬ 
ing the faintnefs came on again, and in a ftil'l 
more alarming manner; the fits lafting longer, 
being more violent, and accompanied with cold- 
nefs of the face and extremities, a clammy 
fweat, &c. The patient had been a few hours 
in this fituation when I faw her. It was with 
confiderable difficulty that (he could articulate 
her words, and tell me that ffie felt the hand of 
death upon her, and that ffie had given up all 
hopes of recovery. Her countenance was funk 
-and her lips pale. Feeling her pulfe, I was 
furprized to find that with a frequency amount¬ 
ing to 136 beats in a minute, they had very 
great ftrength and tenfion, and I had afterwards 
oepafion to remark that the greater the patient’s 
faintnefs appeared to be, the ftronger and firmer 
were the ftrokes of the artery. This encouraged 
me mightily. In the mean time the patient 
pafied a ftool attended with the fenfation of great 
heat and uneafinefs; and the frothy fpitting, 
above mentioned, ftill continued fo frequent as 
to incommode the patient in the very deprefled 
ftate ffie was in. All tbefe circumftanees con¬ 
tributed to determine my future proceedings. 

Early 
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Early in the evening the patient took fix grains 
of James’s powder, and another equal dofe four 
hours afterwards. This quantity of the antimo- 
nial, with about an ounce and an half of vinum 
'ipecacoanhae given partitis vicibus through the 
night produced little evacuation by vomiting, 
but an almoft conftant naufea, and feveral copi- 

'i * 

ous, dark-coloured and extremely foetid ftools. 
During the whole of this operation the patient 
felt not the lead; fymptom of returning faintnefs, 
and the frequency of the pulfe (notwithftanding 
the necefiary exertions) was rather lefiened than 
encreafed. In order to quiet the ineffectual 
retching, which continued to fatigue the patient 
till the next morning was pretty far advanced, a 
few drops of tinCt. thebaic, were given. Thefe, 
after a while, procured an hour or two of re- 
frefhing fleep. A copious perfpiration fucceed- 
ed, and lalted through the greater part of the 
day. In the evening the pulfe were reduced to 

108 ftrokes in a minute, and were foft and free. 

. * 4 4 

From this time the patient began to get better, 
though her recovery was very gradual and flow; 

r 

and it is to be remarked, that though attempts 
were feveral times made to give the bark in dif¬ 
ferent forms, this was never with any good effeCt, 
but generally with an unfavourable one, till fe- 
Vol. IV. N° III. ' P p veral 
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veral weeks had elapfed after that period of the 
difeafe, which was attended with the appear¬ 
ances above mentioned. 

I fhall conclude this paper with a remark, 
which, though not immediately conne&ed with 
what goes before, may be thought not entirely 
foreign from it. The connexion between the 
date of the inteftinal canal and the external mul- 
cular parts is properly noticed by the late Dr. 
A ken fide in his Treatife de Dyfenterid , p. 22. 
I have obferved, that pains of the abdomen 
in young fubje&s are often attended with pain, 
and particularly with extreme forenefs of the 
legs and thighs. A boy five years old was feized 
with vomiting and pain of the ftomach and belly, 
and foon became very feverilh. At length the 
pain fixed itfelf in the right hypochondriac re¬ 
gion, a little above the fpine of the ilium, and 
was attended with very great lamenefs of the 
right thigh, infomuch that fome motions of that 
limb, particularly in the way of extenfion, pro¬ 
duced intolerable pain.Thefe circumftances made 
me apprehenfive of inflammation and impend¬ 
ing fuppuration of fome of the internal, mufcu- 
lar parts of the pelvis. Mod of the ufual re¬ 
medies were tried on this fuppofition, but to no 
purpofe : at laft a brilk purge produced a copi¬ 
ous 
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ous evacuation of a matter refembling yeaft, to 
the entire relief of the patient, who began from 
that time to recover, and foon regained, with¬ 
out ufing any other remedy, the perfett ufe of 
the affected limb. 

Chichcfier, 

July 25 , i 7 8 3 * 


SECTION III. 

Medical and Philosophical News. 

T HE Royal Medical Society at Paris have 
propofed the following fubjedt for a prize 
of 60 livres value: “ To determine what dif- 
« eafes, whether acute or chronic, are to be 
“ confidered as truly contagious; in what man- 
« ner each of thefe difeafes may be communi- 
«« catcd by one individual to another; and what 
. “ are the molt certain means of flopping the 
“ progrefs of thefe different contagions.” Dif- 
fertations on this fubjedl, in French or Latin, 
will be received by M. Vicq D’Azyr, fecretary 
to the fociety, till the ifl of January, 1785. 

P p 2 The 
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The Royal Academy of furgery at Paris have 
propofed the following fubjeft for a prize medal 
of the value of 500 livres: “ Determiner les 
“ differentes conftitutions des ftylets ou fondes 
“ folides et des fondes cannelees; quels font les 
“ cas ou elles doivent etre admifes, fuivant leur 
“ forme particuliere, et quelle eft la methode 
“ d’en faire ufage.” The Diflertations on this 
fubjedt are to be written in French or Latin, 
and fent to M. Louis, fecretary of the academy, 
before December 31, 17S3. 


The Harveian Society of Edinburgh have 
propofed the following fubje£t for a prize medal: 
“ An inquiry concerning the nature and pro- 
“ perties of the Peruvian Bark, and the compa- 
“ rative powers of the red and quilled Peruvian 
“ Bark.” The Diflertations muft be written in 
I.atin or Englifh, and delivered to doctors Dun¬ 
can or Webfter, fecretaries to the fociety, on or 
before the ift of January 1784. 


In 
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In the Journal de Medecine for Auguft 1783, 
M. Brillouet, furgeon at Paris, has added ano¬ 
ther inftance to the few already upon record, of 
the complication of the Small Pox with the 
Meafles.-On the 6th of April 1783, he ino¬ 

culated the two fons of the Vifcount de Virie, 
and another child. Two of the patients had a 
flight eruption of fmall pox on the 10th day- 
after inoculation, and went through the difeafe 
without experiencing any uncommon fymptom. 
The vifcount’s eldeft fon, a child five years old, 
began to ficken at the fame time as the other 
two, viz. on the 8th day. On the 10th his 
fever was abated, he was lively, and the pro- 
grefs of the local fymptoms feemed to be flopped. 
The next day the fever returned with increafed 
violence, and attended with fpafms. On the 
12th three variolous puftules were dilcovered, 
but without any abatement of the fymptoms. 
He was now much' troubled with cough, and 
his eyes appeared inflamed and watery. On the 
13th he had a complete eruption of the meafles. 
The alarming fymptoms now diminifhed, and 
in three days the meafles difappeared. During 
this time the fmall pox feemed to be at a ftand, 
but the day following, viz. on the 16th after 
inoculation, he had a frefli accefs of fever, fuc- 

ceeded 
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cceded by a very confluent fmall pox, from 
which he with difficulty recovered. 

In the fame work M. Trabuc, ftudent of forge¬ 
ry at Aix, has related the cafe of a patient whofe 
death was occafioned by an abfcefs in the left 
iliac region, which on diffedion was found to 
have its origin in the kidney of that fide. The 
kidney was of an extraordinary fize, and in its 
tubular fobftance were found fixteen calculi of 
different fizes. Each of the calculi was lodged 
in a diftind cell, formed by a very thin cellular 
membrane. The reft of the kidney was in a 
ftate of foppuration. 


M. Semin, forgeon to the Hotel Dieu at 
Narbonne, has lately, publilhed in the Gazette 
de Saute , a curious inftance of the effeds of 
mafturbation in a (hepherd, named Gabriel Ga- 
lien, who began to addid himfelf to this baneful 
pradice at the age of fifteen, and at firft repeated 

it feven or eight times a day.-After a while 

the pleafore he experienced from this manoeuvre 
began to diminifh, and when he was about fix 
and twenty years old, the repetition of it ceafed 
to excite any fenfation. At this time he difco- 

vered, 
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vered, that by irritating the end of the -urethra 
with a little wooden flick, he could ftill fatisfy 
himfelf completely. This artifice, however, in 
procefs of time failed to produce the defired 
efFedt, the urethra being by degrees rendered in- 

fenfible, and even callous.-Lamenting this lofs 

of fenfibility, he now determined to try the 
effect of a flight incifion at the end of t[ie ure¬ 
thra. This he did with the point of his knife, 
and inftead of 'pain, it produced, as he after¬ 
wards afiured Mr. Semin, an agreeable fenfation, 
and the effeft he wifhed for. 

Pleafcd with the fuccefs of this experiment, 
he often repeated it, and by flitting open from 
time to time a little of the urethra, in the courfe 
of two years, the glans penis, urethra, and cor¬ 
pora cavernofa were completely divided up to 
the pubis. When he happened, as he did fome- 
times, to bring on an haemorrhage, he flopped 
it by tying a piece of packthread round his 
penis. 

As he could now no longer ufe his knife, 
he was obliged to have recourfe again to the 
ufe of a little flick, and with this he was able 
to reach the orifice of the vehicular fpminales, 
and bring on an emiflipn of femen. He con¬ 
tinued to repeat this practice till June 1774, 

when 
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when he one day plunged the flick To far into 
the remaining part of the urethra, that it efcaped 
from his fingers and palled into the bladder. 
Soon aft^r this he was brought to the Hotel 
Dieu at Narbonne, and there in the prefence of 
the tvyo phyficians of the hofpital, and of eight 
furgeons of that city, Mr. Semin, extracted the 
extraneous fubflance from his bladder by the 
lateral operation. The patient, who had been 
fubjedt to cough and purulent expectoration for 
fome time before, died fifty-eight days after the 
operation, at the age of thirty-fix years. 

On difledtion the lungs were found adhering 
every where to the pleura, and in their right 
lobe was difeovered a large abfeefs. The peri¬ 
cardium adhered to the heart, which was flaccid, 

with its coronary vefiels in a varicous ftate.- 

The urinary bladder was found, with a firm ci¬ 
catrix ; the reft of the abdominal vifeera abound- 

T)T» { ~ 

ed with adhefions, but afforded no other parti¬ 
cular marks of difeafe. 


The following information relative to the na¬ 
tural hiftory of the Red Peruvian Bark is ex¬ 
tracted from a letter addrefled by Dr. Simmons 

< ■ • • to 



to Dr. Saunders, and inferted by the latter it! 
the third edition of his work on that fubjed: 

“ Amongft the papers of the late M. Jofeph 
“ de Jufiieu, (brother of the famous Bernard de 
“ Jufiieu) one of the French academicians, who 
“ went to Quito in Spanifli America, in order 
“ to afcertain the figure of the earth, and who 
“ died lately at Paris, feVeral interefting obfer- 
“ vations have been found relative to the Pc- 
“ ruvian Bark. Thefe have been communicated 
“ to the Royal Medical Society at Paris, by his 
€t nephew Dr. Anthony de Jufiieu. In his de- 
“ fcription of the genus, M. de Jufiieu agrees 
41 with his fellow traveller, M. de la Condamine, 
“ but he admits a greater number of fpecies. 
“ Thefe, however, may perhaps very properly 
“ be reduced to two, as the reft feem to be 
“ only varieties. 

“ The firft fpecies includes the red, the yel- 
“ low, and the knotty (le ?iouettx) Barks, all of 
“ which have very fmooth leaves, flowers of a 
“ purplifll colour, and inodorous, with a bark 
“ that is bitter to the tafte, and more or lefs co- 
“ loured. Of thefe three the Red is held in 
“ the higlieft eftimation, and it is this fort of 
“ Bark, according to M. de Jufiieu, which was 
“ employed in the early days of this remedy in 
“ Europe, and which acquired it fo' much, and 
Vol. IV. N° III. . Q^q fuch 
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w fuch deferved celebrity. The tree that pro- 
“ duces it is become fo exceeding fcarce, that 
“ in the year 1739, M. de Jufiieu found it 
“ growing only in a few places in the neigh- 
“ bourhood of Loxa, fo that the inhabitants of 
“ Peru had been obliged to fubftitute the yel- 
“ low and knotty Barks in its (lead, both of 
“ which they are faid to prefer for their own 
“ ufe, becaufe they fuppofe them to be lefs ac- 

“ tive aqd heating. But M. de Juflieu, who 

» 

“ had experienced the good effects of the Red 
“ Bark, both in his own perfon, and in others, 
“ confidered it as infinitely fuperior to the reft. 
w Even the trees that produce the yellow and 
“ knotty Barks, are faid to be diminifhing in 
“ number fo faft, that it is to be feared they 
“ will in time become extinct, unlefs a regular 
“ mode of cultivating them is adopted, or they 
“ are difcovered elfewhere. 

“ The fecond fpecies includes the White Barks, 
“ of which there are four varieties. They have 
“ all of them broad roundifh hairy leaves; the 
* flowers are red, very odoriferous, and fur- 
“ niflied with hairs on their infide furface. The 
“ fruit is longer than that of the former fpecies, 
« and the outer bark is of a whitifh colour. In 
“ two of thefe varieties, the fnner layers of the 

“ bark 



I 


r 307 i 

\ 

0 

“ bark are of a reddifh hue; they have a flightly 
“ bitter tafte, and when frefh are faid to poffefs 
“ a flight febrifuge quality, but which they foon 
“ lofe. The bark of the other two is intirely 
4 ‘ white, infipid, and of no efficacy. 

“ M. Ant. de Juffieu has flill in his poffeffion 
“ fome extrad prepared by his uncle upwards 
of forty years ago at Loxa, from the Red 
“ Bark. Some trials lately made with it, prove 
“ it to be infinitely fuperior in efficacy to the ex- 
“ trad of Bark in common ufe, fo that its vir- 
“ tues do not feem to have been diminifhed by 
“ keeping. 

“ M. de Juffieu, in his travels, found a few 
“ of the trees that produce the yellow and knot- 
“ ty Barks, growing in different parts of the 
“ valley that extends along the chain of the ,» 

“ Andes, and in the diftrid' of Yungas, which 
“ is near it; but it was only about Loxa, in the 
“ 4th degree of S. Lat. that he faw the forefts 
“ of thofe trees. It would feerr^therefore, that 
“ the heat .peculiar to fuch a latitude is more 
“ genial to the Cinchona than that of any other 
“ climate, and of courfe we can hope to meet 
“ with it only in fuch a temperature. Upon this 
“ principle we might be tempted to look for it 
“ at a fimilar diftance t from the equator in a 

Q^q 2 northern 
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« northern latitude. This has actually been 
« done : Don Cafimir Ortega, profefibr of bo* 
** tariy at Madrid, has lately, by order of the 
“ Spanilh minifter for the American department, 
“ fent to the Royal Medical Society at Paris 
«* fpecimens of two fpecies of Cinchona recently 
« difcovered in America, in the province of 
* c Santa*Fe , which is f.tuated in 4^ degrees of 
“ North Lat. 'Thefe fpecimens are well pre- 
“ ferved, but not quite perfect, as the flowers 
are wanting. The leaves and fruit of one of 
*« thefe fpecies exactly refemble thofe of the Red 
Bark fent by M. la Condamine, from Peru, 
“ and which are (till preferved in M. de Jufileu’s 
<s Hortus Siccus . The other fpecimen proves to 

“ be a White Bark, and of courfe a bad fpecies, 
«* The Spanilh minjfter accompanied thefe fpe- 
' « cimcns with a requcft, that the Society would 
n inform him what degree of attention they me- 
“ rited. The Society have of courfe given his 
“ Excellency every neceflary information on this 
“ fubjeft j and as he is now aware of the great 
importance of the Red Bark, there can be no 
“ doubt but proper directions will be given for 
“ its cultivation in Santa-Fe , not only on ac- 
“ count of its fcarcity at Loxa, but becaufe it 
“ will be much mote eaflly conveyed to Europe, 

« as 
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« as a river that runs through the province of 
“ Santa-Fe empties itfelf into the lea near the 
** harbour of Carthagena, fo that we may hope 
M foon to fee a new l’ource opened for this ad- 
“ mirable remedy.” 


At a meeting of the faculty of phyfic at Paris, 
M. Saillant read lately an account of an uncom¬ 
mon difeafe, which he confidered as a fprcies of 
Spina Ventofe, and to which he gave the name 
of Medullary Gout. The fubjedl of it was a 
furgcon named Pouble, who dated the origin of 
his complaints from a long journey he had taken 
on foot about ten years before his death. From 
that time all his limbs were more or lefs painful, 
and by degrees became bent in different direc¬ 
tions, and incapable of motion. His hands 
were conflantly covered with 2n undluous hu¬ 
mour, which, as it dried, thickened into feales. 
His naijs and the ends of his fingers were fore 
and painful. 

His right leg and thigh were fo bent, that the 
thigh adhered to his belly and bread, and his 
leg was fixed in the fame manner to the thigh, 
fo that the knee was placed almoft under the 
pxilla. he left extremity was differently twilled, 

as 
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as the thigh pafied acrofs the pubis at a right 
angle from the left to the right, and relied on 
the right foot. The feet were covered with the 
fame greafy difcharge as the hands. The head 
and the different vertebras were as ftiff and mo- 
tionlefs as the other parts of the body. 

The patient complained of a burning heat 
along his back, and a pain in his limbs, efpe- 
cially near the joints, and when expofed to the 
air. The urine he difcharged was high coloured, 
turbid, and foetid. He was troubled with a 
continual itching over the whole furface of his 
body. 

This diforder did not feem to be the true gout. 

There were no tophi, or appearance of an- 
' chylofis in the joints. The limbs were fixed by 
fimple mufcular contraction, M. Saillant com¬ 
pares this cafe to that of the femme Melin (fee 
our 3d vol. p. 279.) 

The patient died in September 1781. On dif- 
fe&ion all the bones were found foft and fragile. 
The Ikin was harder, and offered more refiftance 
to the knife than any of the bones. In gently 
raifing the left thigh it broke at its upper part, 
and was found to confift of a foft thin bony 
Ihell filled with marrow. 


The 
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The articulations were almoft entirely defti- 
tute of cartilage, fo that fomc bones, as the ro- 
tula, the bones of the carpus, and feveral of 
the vertebras were united to the neighbouring: 
bones, or to each other by their earthy part. In 
feveral of the bones, likewile, the earthy part 
was in fome meafure deftroyed. One of the 
thigh bones, for inftance, the head of which 
was out of the cotyloid cavity, had loft much of 
its earth, both at its head and about the great tro¬ 
chanter. The other os femoris was the only long 
bone, the body of which was fenlibly vitiated. 

The bones in general were fo much lighter 
than ufual, that inftead of finking, they fwam 
in water, and required a confiderable weight to 
fink them. It had been obferved, that the pa¬ 
tient himfelf, when alive and put into a warm 
bath, floated, and required the afiiftance of two 
perfons to keep him under water. In the dead 
body, however, the bones were fo porous, that 
they foon imbibed water and funk. 

A frefh thigh bone of the fame' length as one 
of Pouble’s weighed 13 oz. while his weighed 
only 4f oz. 

Eight ounces of Pouble’s and the fame 
weight of the bones of another fubjedt were 
diftilled in a retort. The latter yielded of 

phlegm 
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phlegm $ij, gr. xx; fluid volatile alkali 3j< 
gr. xij i concrete volatile alkali gr. xij ; charcoal 
5 v, gr. liv.—In diftilling Pouble’s bones the 
retort burft, and a very penetrating volatile fpirit 
inftantly fpread through the houfe. Notwith- 
ltanding this accident in ;the procefs it yielded 
of oil Jiift, gr. 50*, concrete volatile alkali 
gr. xxiv; charcoal jfiijft* 


At a general meeting of the Society of Phy- 
ficians of London, on Wednefday the fixth of 
Auguft, the eulogium of their late prefident, 
Dr. William Hunter, was read by Dr. Simmons, 
who was requefted to publifh it. 


The Philofophical Society of Edinburgh has 
received a charter from his Majefty, by which it 
is incorporated under the name of the Royal So - 
ciety of Scotland y inftituted for the advancement of 
learning and ufeful knowledge. The members are 
divided into twoclafles, ,viz. Phyfical and Lite¬ 
rary. The objects of the firft of thefe clafles 
are to be mathematics, natural philofophy, che- 
miftry, phyfic, natural hillory, arts, and manu¬ 
factures ; 
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failures-, and of the fecond, antiquities, philo¬ 
logy, and literature. The meetings of the phy¬ 
sical clafs are to be held on the firft Mondays 
of January, February, March, April, July, No¬ 
vember, and December; and thole of the lite¬ 
rary clafs on the third Mondays of January, Fe¬ 
bruary, March, April, June, July, November, 

and December.-Ordinary members, that is, 

thofe who refide in or near enough to Edin¬ 
burgh to attend the meetings, are to pay a 
guinea on their admiflion, and the fame fmn 
annually.—The firft meeting was held on Mon¬ 
day the fourth of Auguft * at this meeting the 
Duke of Buccleugh was eledted Frefident, and 
John Robinfon, Efq. Profefior of Natural Phi- 
lofophy in the univerfity of Edinburgh, Secre¬ 
tary of the Society. Two Vice-prefidents, a 
Treafurer, and a Council, confifting of twelve 
members, were likewife chofen at the lame time. 


New works about to be publijhed. -1. A 

Volume of Efiays by the Society inftituted in 
London for the improvement of medical know¬ 
ledge.—2. Anatomical tables of the blood veffels 
and nerves, the brain, vifcera, and parts of ge¬ 
neration of the human body, by Mr. Andrew 
Bell, engraver in Edinburgh. The plates for 
Vol.IV. N°III. Rr this 
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this work are feletted from the tables publifhed 
by Haller, Ruyfch, DuVerney, Zinn, Meckel, 
Walter, and others, and have been executed and 
arranged under the direction of Dr. Monro.—3. 
A treatife, in Latin, on Intermittent fevers by 
Dr. Strack, profeflor of phyfic at Mentz. This 
efiay gained the prize given laft year by the Aca¬ 
demy of Dijon.—4. An account of the life and 
writings of the late Dr. Hunter, by Dr. Sim¬ 
mons.—5. Dr. Cullen is faid to be preparing 
for the prefs a new ( and improved edition of his 
Firft lines of the Practice of phyfic, with the 
addition of a fourth volume, which is to com¬ 
plete the work. 


PROMOTED. 

Lately, John Hunter, Efq. F. R. S. to be one 
of the foreign afiociates of the Royal Medical 
Society at Paris.—Dr. Samuel Stephenfon, phy- 
fician at Berwick, to be a licentiate of the Royal 
College of Phyficians at Edinburgh. 

1783. June 25. Dr. John Caulet to be a can¬ 
didate, and Dr. Robert Freer to be a licentiate 
of the Royal College of Phyficians, London. 

July 1. Mr. Ifaac Titford, hofpital mate, to 

be 
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be furgeon to the 2d battalion of the 60th regi¬ 
ment of foot.—Robert Darling Willis, ofCaius 
College, Cambridge, M. A. to be M. B.—9. 
Meftieurs Solomon Berkhead, John Morris, 
John Watfon, and Thomas Waring to be ba¬ 
chelors of phvfic, and Hugh Shiclde, M. D. 
Edin. to be Doftor of Phyfic in the univerfity 
of Philadelphia.—Mr. John Sheldon, furgeon, 
to be profeflor of anatomy in the Royal Aca¬ 
demy in the room of the late Dr. Hunter.—24. 

« 

Dr. William Woodville, to be phvfician to the 

\ 

Middlefex Difpenfary in the room of Dr. Wat- 
kinfon, who refigned on being elected phyfician. 
to St. Thomas’s Hofpital. 

Augufl 4. Dr. John Ellifon, of Wakefield in 
Yorklhire, to be fellow of the Royal College of 

Phyficians at Edinburgh.-9. Mr. Thomas. 

Merrick, late furgeon of the 96th, to be furgeon 
to the 2d regiment of foot.—20. Mr. Richard 
Keenlyfide to be furgeon to the Newcaftle In¬ 
firmary in the room of his uncle,- Mr. William 
Keenlyfide, decealed. 

Sept. 1. Dr. Charles Hopfon to be phyfician 
to the Finfbury Difpenfary in London in the 
room of - Dr. Parfon, who has refigned.—19. 
Dr. Gilbert Blane, to be phyfician to St. Tho¬ 
mas’s Hofpital, in the room of Dr. Watkinfon, 

R r 2 deceafed. 
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deceafed.—Dr.James Carmichael Smyth, F. R. S. 
to be phyfician extraordinary to the King. 


DIED. 

i 

1782, March 13. At Edinburgh, in his 23d 
year, of a fever, Mr. Jacob Pattifon, of Witham 
in Effex, a itnde.it of phyfic of uncommon ge¬ 
nius and. afTiduity. A monument has been 
erected to his memory by the companions of his 
fludies, his fellow members in three literary fo- 
cieties;, viz. the Medical, the Speculative, and 
the Phyfical, of each of which he was prefident 
at the time of his death. 

1783, Junt' At Hanover, Auguftus Hermann 
Brande, feniqr, Efq. apothecary to her Ma- 

July 23. At Ripon, in Yorklhjre, William 
Richardfon, M. D.—31. At Newcaftle upon 
Tyne, Mr. William Keenlyfide, fenior furgeon 
to the Infirmary. 

Augujl 2. In London, aged 60 years, James 
Buckham, M. D: late phyfician at Wooller in 
Northumberland, and author of an Inaugural 
Diflertation “ de Inflammatione -ventriculi,” 
printed at Edinburgh in 1758.—3. At Guild¬ 
ford, 


“V 






ford, aged 31 years, James Price, M. D. F. R. S. 
author of an account of fome experiments on 
pnercury, filver, and gold announced in our'3d 
vol. p. 328. In 1781 he exchanged his original 
name of Higginbotham for that of Price, in 
conformity to the will of a relation, who be¬ 
queathed him a handfome fortune.— 18. At 
Worcefter, of the jail fever, James Johnftone, 
M. D. author of an Inaugural Difiertation de 
Angina maligna, printed at Edinburgh in 1773, 
and publifhcd in Englifh in 1779, with many 
judicious additions, under the title of “ A 
“ treatife on the Malignant Angina, or putrid 
“ or ulcerous fore throat; with fome remarks 
“ on the Angina Trachealis.”—28. In Crutched 
Friars, London, aged 40 years, John Watkin- 
fon, M. D. lately ele&ed phyfician to St. Tho¬ 
mas’s Holpital (fee p. 211.) He was a native 
of the county of Eftex, and ftudied phyfic iirft 
at Edinburgh and afterwards at Leyden, at the 
latter of which places he graduated, He was 
the author of a pamphlet entitled “ An Exami- 
nation of a Charge brought againft Inocyla- 
“ tion by de Haen, Raft, Dimfdale, and other 
M writers,” publifhed in 1777 in 8vo.—The 
fame day, at Northallerton in Yorkfhire, Mr. 
Wilfon Becket, furgeon and apothecary. 

Sept. 8 . 
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Sept. 3. Mr. Holford, formerly an apothecary 
at Cbcllea.—5. At the houfe of his friend, Dr. 
Burney, in London, aged 58 years, Mr. William 
Bewley, furgeon and apothecary at Great Maf- 
fingham in Norfolk. He was the author of fome 
very ingenious papers addrefied to Dr. Prieftley, 
and publilhed by him in his obfervations on dif¬ 
ferent kinds of air, and in his experiments and 
obfervations relating to various branches of na¬ 
tural philofophy.—21. In Great George-flreet, 
Hanover-fquare, of a pulmonary confumption, 
aged 26 years, George Edward Hawkins, Efq. 
(fon of Pennel Hawkins, Efq.) furgeon to the 
King’s houfehold and to St. George’s Hofpital. 
—At Stockton, aged 87, Mr. Robert Smith, 
formerly a furgeon of the navy. 


* . ' * , * ) 

SECTION IV, 

QjJ ARTERLY CATALOGUE. 

1. /~\ Bfervations on the fuperior efficacy of 
V^/ the Red Peruvian Bark in the cure of 
agues and other fevers, interfperfed with occa- 
fjonal remarks on the treatment of other difeafes 
by the fame' remedy. Third edition, with con- 

fiderable 
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fiderable additions, and an appendix, containing 
a more particular account of its natural hiftory. 
By William Saunders , M. D. F. A. S. member 
of the Royal College of Phyficians in London, 
and phyfician to Guy’s Hofpital. 8vo. Johnfon> 
London, 1783. 188 pages. 

Our readers will find an account of the firft 
edition of this work in our 3d vol. p. 248. 
The prefent edition contains much additional in¬ 
formation on the fubjedt by Dr. Fothergill, the 
late Dr. Keir, Dr. Maddocks, Dr. Simmons, 
Mr. Aikin, Mr. Rigby, and Mr. Shireffi—The 
leader will find an extract from Dr. Simmons’s 
letter, relative to the natural hiftory of this 
Bark, under the head of Medical News, in page 

S° 5 - 

’ . m « 

2. Letters on the Medical fervice of the Royal 

Navy, with occafional remarks, including new 
obfervations on the general practice of phyfic, 
and the beft means of preferving the health ; of 
his Majefty’s feamen. To which is added a re¬ 
capitulation of the correfpondence between the 
author and Dr. Hawes, on a fubjedt of the firft 
importance ,to the welfare cf fociety. By W. 
Renwick , furgeon of the Royal Navy.- 8vo. 
Newbery , London, 1783. 2s. 

3. Pradtical 


f 
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. Practical obfervations on the human teetk 
By R. Wacffendale , furgeon-dentift, Liverpool 
8vo. Johnfon, London, 1783. 158 pages. 

4. Experiments and obfervations in Electricity. 
By ‘Thomas Milner , M. D. 8vo. Cadell , Lon¬ 
don, 1783. 111 pages with % copper.plates. 2s. 

6. Flora Diastetica, or, the hiftory of Efculent 
jplaDts, both domeftic and foreign, in which they 
are accurately defcribed, and reduced to their 
Linnaean Generic and fpecific names; with their 
Englifh names annexed, and ranged under eleven 
general heads j viz, 1, roots ; 2. Ihoots, ftalks, 
&c. 3. leaves; 4. flowers; 5. berries'; 6 . Boner 
fruit; 7. apples;; 8. legumens; 9. grain; roi 
nuts ; xi, fungufes; and a particular account of 
the manner of ufing them; their native place 
of growth; their feveral varieties and phyfical 
properties: whether with whatever is otherwiie 
curious, or very remarkable in each fpecies. 

- The Whole fo methodized as to form a Ihort 
introduction to the fcience of Botany. By 
Charles Bryant of Norwich*. 8vo. White , Lon* 
don, 1783. 375 pages. 

7. A treatife on the Venereal difeafe. By James 

* 

Dunbar Jnnes , A. M. fur geo n in London, and 
member of the Royal Medical Society of Edin¬ 
burgh. 8vo. Cumberledge , London, 1783. ico 
pages. 2S. 
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y. Obfervations fur le traitement tie la Go- 
norrhee, traduites de l’Anglois de M. Samuel 
Foart Simmons , Dodteur 'en Medecinc, membre 
du College Royal des Medecins, et de la Societe 
Royale de Londres ; Affocie erranger de la So¬ 
ciete Royale de Medecine de Paris, &c. 8vo, 
Paris, 1783. 67 pages. 

This accurate tranflation of Dr. Simmons’s 
work on the gonorrhoea is written by M. An- 
dry, dodtor regent of the faculty of phyfic at 
Paris. For an account of the original work the 
reader is referred to our ad vol. p. 23. 

8. Analyfe du fcr, par M. "Fob. Bergman , 
Chevalier de l’Ordre Royal de Vafa; traduite 
du Latin en Francois, avec des notes et un ap- 
pendice, et fuivie de quatres memoires fur la 
metallurgy. e. Analyfis of iron, by Sir ^horbern 
Bergman , knight of the royal order of Wafa; 
yanflated from the Latin into French, with 
notes and an appendix, with the addition of 
four effays on metallurgy. By M. Grigncn , 
knight of the order of St. Michael, and corre- 
fpondent of the R. A. of Sciences. 8vo. Par r, 
1783. 302 pages. 

Not contented with giving a faithful trattfla- 
tion of this elaborate treatife, and many ufeful 
notes, the Chevalier Grignon, in an appendix, 
Vql. 1 V. N® III. Ss exhi- 
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exhibits at one view the refults of the numerous 
experiments contained in the work. 

9. Vollftoendiges verzeichnifs aller gewoefche 
Deutfchlands, &c. i e. A complete catalogue 
of all the plants of Germany, vol. I. 8vo. Leip- 
fic, 1782. 

This is an anonymous publication, but it is 
printed at the expence of the Society of Natural 
Hiftorians at Berlin. This circumftance will be 
fufficient to recommend it to the notice of bota¬ 
nical readers. The plants are arranged accord¬ 
ing to the Linnaean lyftem. References are 
given to all the German Flora's hitherto pub- 
lifhed, and to the works in which the beft en¬ 
gravings of the different plants are to be met 
with. 

10. Verzeichnifs und befchreibung der Tyro- 

ler infekten, i. e. A catalogue and defcription of 
the infedls of Tyrol. By J. Nepcmucene von Lai- 
charting. Part I. containing the genus Scara- 
baus. 8vo. Zurich, 1782. 248 pages. 

11. Principios, &c. i.e. Principles of botany 
drawn from the belt writers, and tranflated into 
Spanifh. By Don Michael Barnades , M. D. for¬ 
merly phyfician to his majefty and firft profefior 
of botany. 8vo. Madrid, 1783. 

12. Ef- 
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12. Efpecifico, &c. i.e. Specific newly dis¬ 
covered in the kingdom of Guatimala, for the 
radical cure of cancer and other more frequent 
complaints. By Don Jcfeph Flores , M. D. To 
which is added, a copy of a letter written at 
Mexico the 25th of May laft, by a perfon wor¬ 
thy of credit, concerning the good effects of 
this fpecific in that city. 8vo. Madrid, 1782. 

13. Bibliotheca Chirurgica, in qua res ad 
Chirurgiam pertinentes ordine alphabetico, ipfi 
vero fcriptores quotquot ad annum ufque 1779 
innotuerunt, ad fingulas materias ordine chro- 
nologico adhibentur, adjedto ad libri calcem auc- 
torum codice, ftudio et opera Stephani Hieronymi 
de Vigiliis von Creutzenfeld , Phil. & Med. Doct. 
Fac, Med. Vindob. Memb. 4m tom. 11. Vin- 
dobonae, 1781. 

This work* was undertaken at the defire of 
Baron Stoerck, to whom it is dedicated. It is 
preferable to Haller’s Bibliotheca Chirurgica both 
in the arrangement of the materials, and in its 
being brought down to a later period, viz. to 
1779 inftead of 1775. 

14. Verfuche aus der theoretifchen arzney- 
kunlte, i. e. Effay on the theory of phyfic. By 
John Ulrich Gottlieb Schaffer, M. D. counfellor 

S s 2 , of 
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of Hate and body phyficign to the prince of 
Oeting. 8vo. Nuremberg, 1782. 125 pages. 

15. Praktifche paftoral arzneykunft, i. e. A 

paftoral practice of phyfic for the ufe of the 
clergy. By John Nepomucene Anthony Leuthner , 
M. D. counfellor of ftate and body phyfician 
to the elector palatine, aflcflor of the college 
of phyfieians at Munich, See. 8vo, Nurem¬ 
berg 1782. 358 pages. 

16. lnftitutiones Neurological, five de ner- 
vis corporis humani traefatioj prjemifla eft ora- 
tio de proprietatibus nervorum generalioribus, 
publice habrta in regia Academia Suecana. 
Editio altera recentiorum obfervationibus aucta 

,\ . » % . J i . 4 • 

et priori emendata. Audtore Rollando Martin , 
M. D. anatom, et chirurg. et theatro anatom, 
urbis metropol. prof, olim et reg. colleg. med. 
alfeffor. 8vo. Stockholm, 1782. p. 112. 

17. lnftitutiones Neurologic^, five de nervif. 
Addita eft feiagraphia nervorum tabulis XI. 

1 it r<i . .a 1 * i.-. 1 

comprehepfa. Ledlio fecunda anatomica. Auc- 

I ; ** t • * •'* #f• “% •' * 1 *-* • 

tore Rollando Martin , M. D. Sec. 8vo, Stock- 
holm, 1782. p. 250. 

18. Recherches fur la petite verole, fa marche, 
fes nuances, et les meilleurs moyens de la, trai- 
ter; avec des obiervations fur l’epidemie qui a 
regne dans l’Anfreville et les environs; fur la 

nature- 
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nature des gas inflammables et detonnans, et les 
meilleurs moyens de prevenir leurs effets perni- 
cieux ou d’y remedier; et fur la dyfenrerie epi- 
denique qui a regne i*annee 1779, dans la ville 
xde Caen et aux environs, i. e. Inquiries concern¬ 
ing the fmall pox, its progrefs, its diftindlions, 
and the bed methods of treating it; with re¬ 
marks on the epidemic that has prevailed at An- 
frcville and its neighbourhood; on the nature 
of inflammable and detonating airs, and the belt 
means of preventing or obviating their pernici¬ 
ous eflfe&s; and on the epidemic dylentery that 
prevailed in the year 1779, in the city of Caen* 
and its environs. By H. F. A. de Roujfel M. D. 
profeflor of phyfic in the univerfity of Caen, 
member of the academy of Belles Lettres of that 
city, and of the college' of phyficians at Eyons. 
8vo. Caen, 1783. 200 pages. 

19. Entwurf einer Verzeichnung veteranifeher 
bucher. i. e. Plan of a catalogue of books rela¬ 
tive to the veterinary art. By John Charles GoJ- 
tlieb Henze. 8vo. Gottingen, 1782. 

20. Verfuche uber die Platina. i. e, Efiays 
on Platina. 8vo. Manheim, 1782. 324 pages. 

Thefe effays are the production of comte dc 
Sickingen, minifter from the eledtor palatine to 
the court of France. The author Fas commu¬ 
nicated 
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nicated them in French to the academy of fci- 
ences at Paris, and they will appear in the Me¬ 
mories des favans etrangers. In the mean time 
he has permitted this German tranflation of them 
to be publifhed. They contain a great number 
of experiments on a large fcale, which afford 
many new lights on the fubject of Platina. 

21. Dilfertatio Medica Inauguralis de Phthifi 
Pulmonali, audore Gulielmo Corp , Anglo. 8vo. 
Edin. 1782. 

22. Differtatio Medica Inauguralis de Ple¬ 
thora, audore Joanne Radulpho Fenwick, Anglo. 
8vo. Edin. 1782. 

23. Differtatio Medica Inauguralis de Eryfi- 
pelate, auctore Gulielmo G our lay , Scoto. 8vo. 
Edin. 1782. p. 40. 

24. Differtatio Medica Inauguralis de Mor- r 
bis Mammarum, auctore Edvardo Hart , Hi- 
berno. 8vo. Edin. 1782. 

25. Differtatio Medica Inauguralis de Me- 
laena, audore Harper Hall , ex Infula Barbada. 
8vo. Edin. 1782. 

26. Differtatio Medica Inauguralis de Typho 
Graviore Petechiali, audore Georgio Eaton , Scoto. 
8vo. Edin. 1782. p. 38. 

27. Differtatio Medica Inauguralis de Menor¬ 

rhagia, 



[ 3 2 7 1 

rhagia, auclore Andrew Sayers , Hiberno. 8vo. 
Edin. 1782. 

28. Diflertatio Inauguralis de aere dephlogif- 
ticato, audore Jonathan Stokes , Anglo. 8vo. 
Edin. 1782. p. 40. 

29. Diflertatio Medica Inauguralis de animi 
afFedibus, audore Daniel Bryan, Hiberno. 8vo. 
Edin. 1782. 

30. Diflertatio Medica Inauguralis de cynan- 
che typho, auctore Gecrgio Daniel, Anglo. 8vo. 
Edin. 1782. 

31. Diflertatio Inauguralis de aeris afFectibus, 
auctore Samuel de Butts , Hiberno. 8vo. Edin. 
1782. 

32. Diflertatio Medica Inauguralis de febre 
puerperarum, auctore Bhoma Evory , Hiberno. 
8vo. Edin. 1782. 

33. Diflertatio Medica Inauguralis de Pneu¬ 
monia, auctore Jacobo Forfythe , Hiberno. 8vo. 
Edin. 1782. 

34. Diflertatio Inauguralis de Catarrho, auc¬ 
tore Henrico Garde , Hiberno. 3 vo. Edin. 
1782. 

35. Diflertatio Medica Inauguralis de Syn¬ 
cope, audore Jacobo Hare , Scoto. 8vo. Edin, 
1782. 

36. 
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j6. Differtatio Inauguralis de Mente. Auc- 
tore Philippo Holland , Anglo. 8vo. Edin. 1782. 

p. 35* . 

37. Differtatio Inauguralis de febrium muta- 

tione. Auftore Jacabo Hutcbinfon , Britanno. 
8vo. Edin. 1782. 

38. Differtatio Medica Inauguralis de Mili- 
tum Salute tuehda. Au&ore Andrea Marjhall y 
Scoto. 8vo. Edin. 1782. 

39. Differtatio Medica Inauguralis de rheuma- 
tifmo. Audtore Ricardo Vaughan y Anglo. 8vo. 
Edin. 1782. 

40. Recherches fur la nature et le traitement 
de la fievre puerperale, ou inflammation d’en- 
trailles des femmes en couches, i. e. Inquiries 
concerning the nature and treatment of the puer-> 
peral fever, or abdominal inflammation of lying- 
in women. By M. de Laroche , phyfician to the 
Duke of Orleans, member of the College of 
Phyficians of Geneva, and of the Royal Me¬ 
dical Society of Edinburgh, nmo. Paris, 1783. 
33 2 pages. 

41. Infhu&ions concernant les femmes en¬ 
ceintes, ctlles qui font accouchees, et la manicre 
d’elever les petits enfans, avec les moyens d’evi- 
ter l’abus, et les prejuges funeftes qui les font 
perir trop ordinairement. /. e. Inftru&ions con¬ 
cerning 
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cerning pregnant and lying-in women, and the 
manner of educating little children, with the 
means of avoiding the fatal miftakes and pre¬ 
judices which too commonly prove fatal to 
them. By M. Saucerotte , member of feveral 
academies. i2tno. Strafburg, 1783. 99 pages. 

42. Verfuch eines neuen Lehrgobaeudes der 
praktifchen Geburthyhiilfe. i. e. An Efiay to¬ 
wards a new fyftem of the pra&ice of midwifery. 

By John Philip Hagen , profeflbr of midwifery at 
‘Berlin, &c. Part i. 211 pages. Part II. 276 • 
pages. 8 vo. Berlin, 1782. 

In this work the author gives the refult of his 
own practice. He has delivered 350 women, of 
whom 26 died-, in of thefe women were in 
their firft pregnancy, and brought forth 117 
children (three of them having had twins) of 
whom only 64 were born alive. The total num¬ 
ber of children produced by the 350 women 
amounted to 364, of whom 134 were ftill-born. 
Thirty-nine women were delivered with Levret’s 
forceps, and twenty-eight with the crotchet. 
This praftice, at firft view, may to the Englifh 
pra&itioner appear very unfuccefsful; but it mu ft 
be obfervcd, that, upon the Continent, accou¬ 
cheurs are feldom called in except in difficult 
cafes.—The inftruments employed by the author 
Vol. IV. N° III. T t confift 
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confift of Levret’s forceps, a forceps for the 
feet, of his own invention, and of which an 
engraving is given, a crotchet and blunt hook. 
A plate is likewife added of a chair and a bed 
proper for women in labour. 

43. Guide 011 manuel dans le traitement dcs 

maladies les plus graves & les plus frequentes. 
i. e. A Guide or manual for the treatment of 
difeafes the moft dangerous and the moil fre¬ 
quent. 8vo^ Paris, 1782. 383 pages. 

This anonymous publication is faid to be the- 
production of the late M. Sylva, doCtor-regent 
of the Faculty of Phyfic at Paris. It has con- 
fiderable merit, fo far as relates to the defec¬ 
tions of difeafes; but that part of it which treats 
of the methods of cure feems to be lefs defend¬ 
ing of praife. 

44. Eloge Hiftorique de Jean Bafeilhac, dit 
Frere Cofme, religieux Feuillant et chirurgien 
lithotomifte, avec des details fur les inftrumens 

# qu’il a inventes, ou perfectionnes, pour la taille 
dans le haut et le bas appareil et autres opera¬ 
tions chirurgicales. i. e. FTifborical Eulogy of 
John Bafeilhac, commonly called Friar Come, a 
monk of the order of Feuillants, and furgeon- 
lithotomift, with an account of the inftruments 
he invented or perfected for lithotomy, cither by 

the 
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the high or the low operation, or for other chi- 
rurgical operations. By M. Gambon , furgeon to 
her late R. H. the princefs Charlotte of Lorraine. 
8 vo. Paris, 1781. 31 pages. 

45. Handbuch der Naturgefcheichte. i. e. 
A Text-book of Natural Hiftory. By John Fre¬ 
derick Blumenbach , _M. D. 8vo. Gottingen, 
1780. 

46. Jo. Chr. Gotti. Ackermann de Dyfenterias 
antiquitatibus liber bipartitus. 8vo. Leipfic. 

47. Pieces intereffantes fur la Medecine et la 
Phyfique, favoir, 1. Le regime Pythagoricien, 
pour vivre en parfait fante jufqu’a une extreme 
vieillefie ; 2. Difcours fur l’hiftoire naturelle; 3. 
Defcription du corps humain; 4. Diflertation 
fur les forces de l’imagination *, 5. Les difrerens 
fyftemes fur la generation ; 6. Mefure et calcul 
des douleurs et des plaifirs ; 7, Diicoufs fur la 

' fympathie, traduit de Cocchi et autres celebres 
medecins. i. e. Interefting pieces relative to 
Phyfic and Natural Philofophy, viz. 1. On the 
Pythagorician regimen, to live in perfect health 
_ even to extreme old age; 2. Diicourfe on natu¬ 
ral hiftory ; 3. Defcription of the human body ; 
4. Diflertation on the powers of the imagina¬ 
tion; 5. The different fyftems of generation; 
6 . Scale and calculation of pains and pleafures; 

T t 2 7 - Dif- 
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7. Difcourfe on fympachy, tranflated from Coe*, 
chi and ocher celebrated phyficians. i2mo. Pa¬ 
ris, 1782. 371 pages, 

48. Le$ons elcmentaires d’Hiftoire Naturell* 
et de Chemie, dans lefquelles' on s’eft propofe, 

1. de donner un enfemble methodique des con- 
noifiances chymiques acquiies-ju£qu’a ce jour 5 

2. d’offrir un tableau compare de la dodrine de 
Stahl et de celle de quelques modernes, pour 
fervir de refume a un cours complet fur ces deux 
fciences. i. e . Elementary Lectures on Natural 
Hiftory and Chemiftry, the intention of which 
is, 1. to give a methodical view of the know¬ 
ledge acquired in chemiltry to the prefent time j 
and, 2. to-offer a comparative table of the doc¬ 
trine of Stahl and of that of certain modern 
chemifts; the whole being defigned as a text¬ 
book to a complete courfe on thefe two fciences. 
By M. de Fourcroy , doctor regent of the faculty 
of phyfic, and member of the Royal Medical 
Society. 8vo. Paris, 1782. Vol. 1 . 584 pages. 
Vbl. li. 848 pages. • 

The defign of this work is to convey only a 
few general ideas of Natural Hiftory, fo that 
the greater part is allotted to Chemiftry. The 
author’s view is to conned: thefe two fciences, 

and 
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and to point out how much a knowledge o£ 
chemiftry is requifite for natural hiftory, and* 
vice verfa. The whole work is divided into fe- 
venty le&qres, ?nd ip all of them he carefully 
diftinguiflies fads frpm theory. 

49. Difiertation fur l’importancc des evacuans 
dans la cure des- plaies recentes, qu graves ; fuir. 
vie d’ohfervations raifonnees fur la complication 
du vice venerien et fcorbutique. i. e . A Dif- 
ltrtation on the importance of evacuations in the 
cure of wounds either recent or dangerous; to 
which are added, caffes (with remarks) of the 
complication of the venereal virus with feurvy. 
By M. Lombardy correfponding member of the 
Royal Academy of furgery, and furgeon-major 
to the military hofpit^l at Strafij.urgh. 8vo. Stra£ 
burgh, 1782. 160 pages. 

The author quotes the authority of Hippo- 

/ 

crates, Galen, and Boerhaave in, oppofition to 
Guy de Chauliac, Pigray, Ambrofe Pare, and 
jfome other writers who have maintained, that 
emetics and purgatives retard fuppuration and 
the healing of wounds* He points out the cir- 
cumftances in which they may be employed with 

m 

advantage, and relates fcveral inftances of their 

good 
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good effefts, particularly in wounds of the 
head. 

He then offers fome remarks on the compli¬ 
cation of the venereal with the fcorbutic virus i 
on the preference which cauftics claim over the 
knife in the opening of venereal buboes, and on 
the abufe of relaxing and greafy applications to 
thefe fores. 

50. Hiftoire des Maladies epidemiques qui 
ont regne dans la province du f)auphine depuis 
l’annee 1775. i. e. Hiftory of the epidemical 
difeafes that have prevailed in the province of 
Dauphiny fince the year 1 775. By M. Nicolas , 
Med. & Philof. Doft. Confulting phylician to 
the king for the treatment of epidemics, &c. 
8vo. Grenoble, 1780. no pages, 

' 51. Suite de l’Aitiologie de la Salivation, ou 

explication des inconveniens attaches au mercure 
adminiftre en friftion et en fumigation •, avec 
des obfervations fur les dangers de Pufage du 
fublime corrofif, et fur ceux de toutes lcs pre¬ 
parations du mercure donnees fous forme feche. 
i. e. Sequel to the /Etiology of Salivation, or an 
explanation of the inconveniences annexed to 
the adminiftration of mercury in friaion or fu¬ 
migation ; with remarks on the dangers arifing 

from the ufe of corrofive lublimatcj and on 

thofe 
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thofc of all the preparations of mercury givefl 
in a dry form. By John Stanijlaus Mittie , doctor 
regent of the faculty of phyfic at Paris, and 
member, of the royal academy of fciences at 
Nancy, and phyfician to the late King Stanif- 
laus. 8vo. Paris, 1781. 157 pages. 

This is intended as a fupplement to a work 
formerly publifhed by the author on falivation. 

52. Colledion Academique, compofee des 
memoires, aftes, ou journaux des plus celebres 
academies et focietes litteraires de l’Europe, con- 
cernant l’hiftoire naturelle, la botanique, la phy- 
lique, la chemie, la medecine, l’anatomie, la 
mechanique, &c. i: e. Academical Colle&ion, • 
compiled from the memoirs, tranfa&ions, or 
journals of the moft celebrated academies and 
literary focieties of Europe, concerning natural 
hiftory, botany, natural philofophy, chemiftry, 
phyfic, anatomy, mechanics, &c. Vol. 6th, con¬ 
taining a continuation of the Hiftory and Me¬ 
moirs of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Pa;- 

- ris. 4to. Paris, 1781. 596 pages, with plates. 

53. Traite de l’Anthrax, ou de la Puftule 
maligne. i..e. A treatife on the Anthrax or 
malignant Puftule. By M. Chambon , doftor- 
regent of the Faculty of Phyfic, and member 

of 





of the ftoyal MOdical Society at Parisi iamo; 

,Neufchatel., 1782,' 130 pages. 1 
* 54 . Differtation fur le charbon malin de la 

'Bourgogne, ou la puftule maligne. i. e. Dif¬ 
fertation on the malignant carbuncle of Bur¬ 
gundy, or malignant puftule, being the work 
that obtained the premium given by the Aca¬ 
demy of ‘ Dijon. By M. Thmajjm ,, furgeon- 
major of the firft regiment of light horfe. 8vo. 
Baftl, 1782. 2d edition. 72 pages. 

44. Recherches fur differens points de phy- 
fiologie, de pathologie et de Therapeutique, 
pour°fervir de bafe a un cours'd* pathologie. 
i. e. Inquiries on different points of phyfiology, 
pathology, and Therapeutics, intended as a 
bafis to a courfe of pathology. By M. Fabre , 
Regius Profeffor in the College of Surgery. 8vo. 

Paris, 1783. , 

55. Kleine Medinifch Chirurgifch Abhand- 

lungen. i. e. Opufcula of Phyfic and Surgery 

tranftated from different languages. Vol. I. 8vo. 

Leipfic, 1782. 249 pages. 
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BOOKS. 

I. Commentationes Societatis Regia Scientiarum 
Gottingenfts. Claflis Phyficse. Tomus III. 
ad A. 1780. 4to. Gottingas, 1781. p. 148. 

1 . J^ESCRIPTIONS of feveral rare and 
new plants cultivated in the Royal Bo¬ 
tanic Garden. By John Andrew Murray.—The 
plants defcribed in this paper are, 1. Cerco- 
dia Erecta Bankfii. This plant, which con- 
ftitutes a new genus, was firft difcovered by Sir 
Jofeph Banks in New Zealand, and is now to 
, be met with in all our botanic gardens. M. de 
Juflieu has given it the name of Cunigunda , and 
Spielmann in his catalogue of the botanic gar- 
Vol.IV/ N°IV. U u den 
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den at Strafburgh, printed in 1777, calls it 
Cunigunda 'de < Taiti. 2. Aquilegia nedl arils re dlls 
conniventibus petalo lanceolato aqualibus. This is 
the Aquilegia viridiflora of Pallas, by whom the 
feeds were fent to our author. It is a native 
of Siberia. 3. Geranium fcapis unifloris, folds 
plerifque oblongis trilobis vel quinque-lobis incifo 
crenatis. The author acknowledges himfelf in¬ 
debted for this plant to*Dr. Reichard of Franck- 
fort, in honour of whom he names it Geranium 

I 

Reichardi. 4. Geranium Daucifolium car¬ 
dbus monophyllis fcliis hirtis alternatim trtpinnatis 
foliolis pinnatifidis. Of this elegant plant, which 
has been neglected by modern botanifts, only 
an imperfect defcription is to be met with in 
Breyn and Rivinus, two fpecies of the fame ge¬ 
nus having been confounded with each other. 
5. O'f'fiONN a Tagetes Linn. This plant is a 
native of the Cape of Good Hope, but has hi¬ 
therto not been accurately defcribed. 6. Plan- 
tago foliis lineari fubulatis canaliculatis recur- 
vatis punRatis denticulatis , fcapo tereti.- This is 
the Plant ago Incurvata of Juffieu. 7. Hype¬ 
ricum Jloribus trigynis , primordialibus fejfilibus , 
cattle ancipiti fruticofo , foliis lanceolato linearibus 
Linn. Syjt. Veg, p. 583. The defcriptions of 

this 






this and the other plants are illuftrated with 
good engravings. 

i k Cbirurgical obfervations. By Aug. Gotti. 
Richter.—Six cafes are related in this paper. 
The firft is an inftance of amaurofis after the 
fmall pox, the cure of which feems to have 
been effeded chiefly by the ufe of fternutato- 
ries. The fecond is a cafe of a fractured thigh, 
in which an extended pofition of the limb was 
found to be necefiary. The third is a cafe of 
obftruded vagina in a girl twenty years old. 
For the fpace of three years (he had complained 
of violent periodical pains about the os facrum, 
accompanied with rigors, anxiety, and lo me- 
times with deliquium animi . Thefe painful fymp- 
toms had returned every month, but without 
at>y appearance of the catamenia. On exami¬ 
nation the vagina was found doled at its upper 
part, and by introducing a finger of one hand 
into the vagina, while a prdfure was made on 
the abdomen wifh the other, a fluctuation was 
perceptible above the llridure. On inquiry it was 
found that the patient had had a confluent fmall 
pox when The was thirteen years old, and that 
the difeafe had been followed with a painful dif- 
charge of pus from the vagina. The obftrudion 

U u 2 feemed 
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feemed therefore to have originated from a vari¬ 
olous ulcer. 

The ftri&ure having been removed by a fur- 
gical operation, a confiderable quantity of blood 
was evacuated, which was not in the lead: degree 
foetid. The vagina was kept open by means of 
fuppofitories, the wound healed without diffi¬ 
culty, and the patient has fince had a regular 
difcharge of the menfes, and enjoyed good health. 

In the fourth obfervation, we have an ac¬ 
count of the extirpation of a cancer of the low'er 
lip, in which we meet with fome ufeful cautions 
concerning the means of bringing together the 
lips of the wound in fuch cafes. 

The fifth obfervation contains three inftances 
of Ptofis or fall of the eyelids. The fubjeft of 
the firft of thefe cafes was a peafant, affiidted 
with a periodical complaint of this fort, which 
returned at irregular intervals. Smoking to¬ 
bacco never failed to bring it on, and the patient 
obferved, that by putting on a pair of fpe&acles 
he inflantly got rid of the paroxyfm, and pre¬ 
vented its return, fo that at laft he feldom went 
without them. After cleanfing the primae vias, 
our author adn.iniftered affafoetida and valerian, 
and at the fame time direfted a blifter to be ap- 
■- !.ei to the patient’s forehead near his eye-brows. 

After 
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After this the complaint” never returned. In 

the fecond cafe the difeafe was occafioned by 
an injury done to the mufculus levator palpebrae 
fuperioris, fome of the fibres of which were la¬ 
cerated, fo that the patient was unable to raile 
that portion of the eye-lid. The difeafe was 
cured by dividing the lacerated fibres with a 
knife. In the third inftance, the complaint was 
purely fpafmodic. The patient was a young wo¬ 
man twenty years of age, who was fubjedt to 
occafional fpafijis not only of her eye-lids but 
of the other mufcies of her face. In this cafe the 
affedtion gave way to mulk and fmall dofes of 
emetic tartar. 

In the fixth fedtion, the author treats of de- 
preflions of the cranium in young i'ubjedls. 

in. Experiments relative to the dying of Cotton 
•with the flowers of Carthamus (Ballard Saffron) 
by John Beckmann. 

iv. Remarks on Argillaceous Earths , and more 
particularly on a fpecies of clay found in the neigh- 

, bourhoodofUrach. By John Fred. Gmelin. 

v. Remarks on the fundamental meteorological 
year *. By John Chriltoph. Gatterer.—This ela¬ 
borate effay claims the attention of all who de- 

% 

* De anno meteorologlco funaamentali commentatio. 

vote 
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vote their time to meteorological obfervations. 
If it fhould be afked, fays the author, why I 
adopt the term fundamental , it is becaufe the ob¬ 
fervations I have made in the courfe of one 
year will ferve as a bafis for fimilar refearches in 
/uture, not only at Gottingen but in every other 
part of the world. He defcribes his plan, and 
exhibits' a fketch of fome of the tables he has 
formed. He begins with his meteorological folar 
tables , in which he notices the variations of the 
folar equator and axis, the diminution or in- 
creafe of the obliquity of the ecliptic, the ine¬ 
quality of the fun’s light, &c. Next follow his 
vieteorological lunar tables, which are eight in 
number, and thefe are fucceeded by nine others 
called comparative meteorological tables , in which 
the united effects of the fun and moon are no¬ 
ticed. The author then defcribes his terreftrial 
or local meteorological tables , in which he attends 
to local winds; the diminution of heat in pro¬ 
portion to the elevation of places above the fur- 
face of the ocean ; the retardation or accelera¬ 
tion of meteors, according to the diftance of 
places from the fea ; the drynefs or moifture of 
a country; variations of -atmofpherical electri¬ 
city ; thunder and lightning; variations of the 
magnetic needle ; and laftly, the meteorological 

fitua* 




' [ 343 J 

fituation of Gottingen. He tl>en gives an ac¬ 
count of his auxiliary meteorological tables , which 
contain comparative tables of different barome¬ 
ters and thermometers, See. Thefe are followed 
by obfervations on meteorological predictions 
{vaticinia meteorologica ), and the efiay clofes with 
directions for compofing a meteorological ca¬ 
lendar, illuftrated with tables. 

vi. An -account of the Aptenodytes, a genus of 
birds found only in the fout hern ocean. By John 
Reinhold Forfter, L.L.D. 


II. Differ tat ion fur la meilleure forme des fou- 
liers *. Par M. Petrus Camper. 8vo. 82 
pages, with a copper-plate. 

T HIS efTay, of which only a few copies are 
printed for the author’s friends, is a proof 
, that in the hands of a man of genius almoft 

* The following mottoes are prefixed to the work. 

“ Calceus'pede major fubvertit, minor urit. 

HOR AT.” 

“ Non multum abfuit, quin futrinum quoque inven- 
“ tain a fapientibus diceret Poftdonius. " 

Seneca.” 

N any 
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any topic may be rendered interefting. In hii 
preface, the learned profefior informs us, that 
his work originated from a motive of pleafantry. 
He was defirous, it feems, of convincing fome 
of his quondam pupils who were maintaining 
that the fubjedts for difiertations were exhaufted, 
that any thing, though feemingly of the moft 
trifling nature, even a (hoe, might be made of 
importance by inveftigating it thoroughly, and 
on philofophical principles. To make good his 
afiertion, he undertook to write a treatife on 
the belt fhape of fhoes, “ on me fit un defi— 
fays he—“ on crut du moins que je n’oferois 
“ jamais le publier l'ous mon nom. Je me 
“ pretai a la plaifanterie et j’ecrivis.”-Plea¬ 

fantry aparr, however, he wifhes to have it un- 
derftood that his arguments on this fubjedt are 
founded on attentive obfervation and repeated 
experiments. He thinks his remarks, if pro¬ 
perly attended to, may be of great ufe to man¬ 
kind ; and obferves, that if he attains his view 
in this refpecl;, we may fay of him not ridendo 
cafiigat mores , but ridendo calcees corrigit. 

In his Introduction to the work the author 
complains of the inattention of former writers 
to the fubjedt, and points out its utility and 
importance. He contends that in this article 

of 
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of our drefs no improvements have been made 
for many centuries, the fhoes now in ufe being 
in no relpedt fuperior to thofe of the ancients, 
the ill effects of which are fo well deferibed by 
Celfus, Paulus iEgineta, and Aetius. 

He had not long refledted on this fubjedt be¬ 
fore it occurred to him that a flioe fit for one 
town may be very improper for another; that, 
for inftance, a (hoe adapted to the level walks 
of the Hague, will be lefs fuited to Amfterdam, 
and will be even defedtive at Groninguen and 
other places where the flreets are paved with 
flints. He obferves alfo, that the common 
method of meafuring the foot for a pair of 
fhoes is ill founded, becaufe as the foot lengthens 
itfelf in walking and becomes Ihorter when in- 
adtive, a fhoe made by meafuring the foot in the 
latter ftate muft neceflarily be too fliort, and 
of courfe will comprefs the heel and great toe. 
He is alfo convinced that the heel of the flioe 

V 

fliould be brought more forward under the foie 
of the foot than it ufually is, in order to fup- 
port the centre of gravity •, and that it fliould 
be made higher for an irregular pavement than 
when we walk on plain ground. 

As proofs of the variety requifite in the form 
of (hoes, he obferves, that all perfons do not 

Vol. IV. N° IV. Xx walk 

« 
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Walk alike. Thus women walk differently 
from men, becaufe their haunches are wider; 
and in the advanced (late of pregnancy the 
upper part of their body inclines backwards to 
fupport the centre of gravity, fo that under thefe 
circumftances the greater number of women 
walk on their heels. Again, children differ from 
adults in their manner of walking on account 
of the fhortnefs of their legs; while old per- 
fons, from having their head and whole body 
inclined too much forwards, are obliged to bend 
their knees to fupport the centre of gravity, 
which neceffarily falls more on the back of the 
foot. 

The work itfelf is divided into feven chapters. 
In the firft, fecond, and third of thefe, the au¬ 
thor delcribes the mechanifm of the foot, which 
he confiders with great precifion both as an ana- 
tomift and a mathematician. He proves from 
the ftrudture of its bones, and the arrangement 
of its mufcles, that it might be capable of many 
ufes, were not its lhape deformed by the Ihoes 
in common ufe. The great toe, he obferves, 
is (horter than that next to it, though not fo 
much fo as it is reprefented in ancient ftatues, 
and in the pictures and engravings of Van 
Haerlem, Goltzius, and other artifts of the fixth 

cen¬ 
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century.—In women who wear flioes wich very 
high heels, the head of the aflragalus, we are 
told, is bent downwards, and the os naviculare 
•and the ofia cuneiformia are gradually prefied 
inwards. The foot then becomes fo diftorted, 
that women who have been long accuftomed to 
{hoes of this kind cannot walk in flat flippers or 
bare-footed without feeling pain in the calf of 
the leg, becaufe the mufcles which compofe that 
part and unite to form the tendo Achillis are no 
longer fufceptible of much tenfion. Our pro- 
feflbr likewife confirms the truth of an ob- 
fervation made by Andry (Traite fur I’Qrtbo- 
pedie , tome I. p. 68.) that high heel (hoes are 
liable to occafion a curvature of the fpine; and 
feveral ingenious remarks are added, to 
prove that the fame evil frequently operates as 
a caufe of narrow pelvis and difficult partu¬ 
rition. 

In the fourth chapter the author gives a the¬ 
ory of walking, founded on his own obfervations 
and thofe of Borelli. In the fifth he treats of 
the properties of the fho z(les preprietes du foulier) 
and in the following chapter he deferibes what 
he thinks is the beft fhape for this purpofe. 

The refults of his obfervations on this, which 

. 1 

may be deemed the practical part oi his fubjeft, 

Xx 2 are. 
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are, i. That the length of the foie of the Ihoe 

fhould be proportioned to the length of the foot 
in walking, and of courfe that the fhoemaker 
ounht to meafure the foot in a flat, and after- 
wards in a bent ftate. 2 . That each foot requires 
a fhoe of a different fhape. This, we are told, 
is agreeable to what is pradtifed by the peafants 
in Holland. 3 . That the exsjdt width of the 
foot ought to be meafured with a pair of com- 
pafies. 4 . That the toe of the fhoe ought to 
be round, and a little elevated to enable us to 
pafs over an irregular furface with greater eafe.' 
5 . That the height of the heel ought to be pro¬ 
portioned to the inequality of the pavement, 
and brought fufficiently forward under the heel 
of the foot to receive or rather fupport the 
centre of gravity. 6 . That the upper-leather 
and quarters fhould be fo contrived, that the 
buckle fhall touch the ofia cuneiformia precife- 
ly at that part where they are connedted with 
the metatarfal bones of the great toe, and of the 
two others next to it. 

In the feventh chapter we have an account 
of the difeales, fuch as corns, warts, &c. occa. 
fioned by bad fhoes, and the means of curing 
them. Here, as in every other part of the 
treatife, we meet with many ingenious and ufe- 

ful 
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ful obfervations which do not admit of abridg¬ 
ment, and for which we muft refer our reader 
to the work itfelf. 


Ill CEuvres pojlbumes , i. e. Poflhumus IVorics 
of M. Pouteau, M. D. Surgeon in chief to the 
Hotel Dieu at Lyons. 8vo. Paris, 1783. 
3 vols. 

^r^HIS pofthumous collection is publifhed 
JL from M. Pouteau’s manufcripts by M. 

1 Colombier, phyfician at Paris. Several of the 
efiays it contains have already appeared in the 
author’s Melanges de chirurgie , but are here re¬ 
printed with confiderable additions. Notes on 
particular pafiages are given by the editor at the 
end of each volume.—We fliall confine our ac¬ 
count chiefly to the new articles, as the Melanges 
are already well known in this country. 

The firft volume begins with an inquiry into 
the nature of the c'ancerous virus, and the means 
of deftroying it. We here meet with a great 
deal of erroneous theory. Extirpation is very 
properly recommended as the only mode of 

cure. 
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cure, and after this has been effected, we are 
advifed to apply the actual cautery to the wound 
that no part of the cancerous mafs may remain. 
Such a precaution, when the difeafe is within the 
- reach of the knife, will to the Englifli furgeon 
perhaps appear cruel and unneceffary.- The 
only remedy advifed after the extirpation is ice 
water given by itfelf, without any other nou- 
rifhment, for feveral weeks. This practice, we 
are told, was firft introduced by a capuchin in 
Malta, who from his fuccefs with this fimple 
medicine in vifceral and other obftru&ions, got 
. the name of medecin a Veau fraicbe. M. Pouteau 
relates a cafe of fchirrous uterus cured by the 
foie ufe of this remedy. The patient drank five 
or fix bottles of ice water in the courfe of 
four and twenty hours, and on the eighth day 
a diarrhoea was brought on, which returned af¬ 
terwards at intervals, and removed the com¬ 
plaint. 

The efiay on cancers is followed by fome ob- 
fervations on the ablorbing pores of the fkin, 
and the operation of external remedies. The au¬ 
thor offers feveral arguments (which we cannot 
admit) to prove that falivation is merely the 
effect of a fpafmodic irritation communicated to 

the 
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the falival glands by the {kin or the inteflines 
through the medium of the nerves. 

In a fupplement to a paper on the good ef¬ 
fects of the adlual cautery in rheumatifm, print¬ 
ed in the author’s Melanges , he offers fome re¬ 
flexions on a paflage in Suetonius, relative to the 
remedy employed by Auguftus againft the feia- 
tica. His remarks on this fubje<5t appear to be 
rather curious than ufeful. Thefe are followed 
by the cafe of a young lady who laboured under 
a painful difeafe of the hip joint, accompanied 
with hedtic fever and night fweats. This com¬ 
plaint after refilling the hot baths of Bourbon 
l’Archambault, was cured by burning a cylinder 
of cotton on the part. 

In the fourth memoir the author treats of 
- pulmonary phthifis. A great number of cafes are 
related under the following heads, v\z. phlegmonic 
phthifis *, eryfipelatous phthifis \ phthifis from exter¬ 
nal caufes i fchirrous and cancerous phthifis \ fe- 
rous phthifis. Many of thefe accounts are tedi¬ 
ous and uninterefting. The principal point 
the author endeavours to prove is the utility 
of blifters, and even of the actual cautery, in 
pulmonary cafes attended with an acute pain in 
the fide. He likewife mentions the good effefts 
' of 
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cf water-crefies in complaints of this kind. In 
the two cafe? of what he calls fchirrous and can- 
cerous phthifis, the affedion of the lungs feems 
to have been merely fecondary. One of the pa¬ 
tients had a cancer of the mouth, and the other / 
a cancer of the^breaft, but in neither of thofe 
cafes does there appear to have been a transla¬ 
tion (as the author fuppofes) of the cancerous 
virus to the lungs. 

The volume clofes with an efiay on the rickets, 
in which blifters and the actual cautery are re¬ 
commended as the principal- means of cure. 

The fecond volume begins with an efiay on 
what the author calls “'ferous and lymphatic 
fwellings of the joints, known by the name of 
falfe anchylofes.” Here, as in the rickets, he 
relies chiefly on the actual cautery. 

In the next paper M. Pouteau treats of the 
advantages and inconveniences of fire applied 
to the upper part of the head. It feems that 
an anonymous critic had charged him with 
having fupprefled, in his Melanges , the cafe of an 
epileptic patient who fell a vidim to this prac¬ 
tice. Our author here endeavours to vindicate 
himfelf from this accufation. He firft quotes 
a pafifage from De Haen, which exhibits the 

fenti- 
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fcntiments of a variety of writers from Hip- 

• 

pocrates downwards, by whom thij remedy is 
recommended, and then relates the hiftory in 
queftion. In this cafe, the epileptic fymptoms 
having refilled a variety of remedies, M. Pou- 
teau was induced to bum the bone at the up¬ 
per part of the head with a hot iron. * The par 
tient died on the third day after the operation, 
and on difife 61 ion a fuppuraticn was difcovered 
between the dura mater and the bone, and the 
whole of that membrane, as well as the pia mater, 

was in a flate of inflammation. Two cafes are 

\ 

quoted from De Haen’s Ratio Medendi , in 
which a fimilar operation proved equally fatal— 
M. Pouteau very candidly blames himfelf for 
having been filent “ on a cataftrophe which, 
“ had it been rendered public in 1760, might 
“ perhaps have reached the ear of M. De Haen, 
and have faved the lives of two unfortunate 
“ perfons.” 1 

In a paper on the means of recovering drown¬ 
ed perfons, M. Pouteau infills much on the 
neceflity of introducing a blow pipe through a 
wound made into the trachea, by means of 
which the moillure in the bronchiae may be 
drawn out, and frefh air thrown in. Helike- 
Yol. IV. N°lV. Y y wife 
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likewife recommends, in fuch cafes, the burning 
the foies of the feet with a hot iron. 

We meet with a variety of judicious obfer- 
vations on fraftures of the fore arm and fibula, 
which are the fubjedls of two effays. M. Pou- 
teau is of opinion that a flrong contra&icn of 
the pronator mufcles may fraflure the radius, 
.and he has met with inftances where a limilar 
accident has happened to the fibula merely from 
a violent contrail ion of fome of its mufcles. 

In an effay “ on the appearance of life and 
“ fenfation, which may be excited in an ampu- 
“ tated limb, and on animal entities (entes am- 
“ males)” the author offers fome ingenious re¬ 
marks on what he calls vegetative and vafcular 
life, and which he fuppofes to be inherent in 
animal bodies, independently of the nerves and 
of what is fliled irritability. To this vegeta¬ 
tive principle he attributes the re union of parts 
that have been feparated. He relates after Ga- 
rengeot, the cafe that is likewife quoted by Van 
Swieten, of the nofe that Was bit off, and 
brought to unite again by proper care. He 
likewife mentions a cafe from Heifler of a wo¬ 
man who having cut off the end of one of her 
fingers, had it replaced. 

The 
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The firft effay in the third volume relates to 
the phvfical caufc of labour pains. In this 
paper he fuppofes the uterus to be compofed of 
two forts of fibres, the one cellular, the other 
nervous. The latter, we are told, are pofiefied 
of extreme fenfibility, and being incapable of 
diftention beyond a certain degree, communi¬ 
cate the lead: irritation they receive to the mufdu- 
lar fibres, which immediately contract and prefs 
on the contents of the uterus. This theory is 
founded on a ftructure of the uterus, which is 
altogether imagihary. 

M. Pouteau next treats of the mechanifm of 
parturition, and then prefents us with fome ob- 
fervations on births that have happened after 
the ufual period, or what the French call naif- 
fances tardives. Two inftances are related of de¬ 
livery after the ufual term, one at the end of 
eleven months, and the other of eleven months 
and an half. 

In a paper on the days of cutting for the ftone 
(fur les jours de taille ). M. Pouteau offers fome 
very judicious obfervations on an improper cuf- 
tom which has but too long prevailed in the 
hofpitals in France of performing that opera¬ 
tion on a great number of patients the fame day. 

, In his Melanges he had very candidly acknow- 
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ledged that he never a<fted as a'lithotomift twice 
in the fame morning, without fearing that the 
fecond patient might have reafon to complain 
of the labour and attention he had employed on 
the firft. This paffage, it feems, gave offence 
to the late M. le Cat, who fancied, and not 
without reafon as our author acknowledges, that 
it alluded to him. M. le Cat, we are told, 
ufed every feafon to infert in different gazettes 
the number of patients he had cut for the (tone 
on particular days, with the number of minutes 
employed on each. The account ufed to clofe 
with the total of hours and minutes in which 
this fcicceflion of operations had been accom- 
pliftied, “ as if (we ufe the words of M. Pou- 
“ teau) the merit of a furgeon ought to be de- 
“ termined by an hour glals.” The author, in 
one part of his paper, compares days of this fort 
to an auto da fe. 

- Treating of gangrene, M. Pouteau relates 
three inftances to prove that .this affecffion is 
communicable by conta< 5 l in the fame manner as 
the plague and the fmall pox. Thefe cafes, how¬ 
ever, in our opinion afford no ground for the 
contlufions he has ventured to draw from them. 
•We fliall content ourfelves with mentioning one 
of them, the other two are of the fame kind. 

A young 
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A young man, who had venereal chancres, un¬ 
derwent the operation for a phymofis. The pa¬ 
tient lodged in a healthy fituation, but his 
wound was drefled with lint brought from the 
hofpital. The prepuce mortified, and our au¬ 
thor attributes this circumftance to the lint 
which he fuppofes to have been impregnated 
with the virus of gangrene. 

M. Pouteau condemns the ufe of the bark in 
mortifications, as he has always found it a very- 
inefficacious remedy in fueh cafes. In its ftead 
he recommends camphor in large dofes, and 
externally the aCtual cautery or burning oil. 

We are next prefented with fome reflections 
on the incontinence of urine, which fometimes 
remains after the operation for the ftone. Thefe 
remarks relate chiefly to the lithotome cache , an 
inftrument not ufed in this country. 

In a fuppletnent are given fome obfervations,' 
by the author’s father, on the ufe of blitters in 
different dileafes. 

An excellent engraved portrait of the author 
is prefixed to the firft volume. 


IV. Me- 
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IV. Memoirs of the Royal Medical Society at Paris , 
vol. II. (continued from -page 244.) 

yfNATOMY .— 1. A cafe of Carcinomatous ulcer 
of the heart. By M. Carcaifone, phyfician at 
Perpignan .—A girl, 22 years old, came into the 
hofpital at Perpignan with chancres, condylo- 
mata, and other fymptoms of the lues venerea. 
She complained alfo of a fenfe of weight in the 
left fide of her thorax between the fifth and 
fixth ribs.—The venereal fymptoms yielded to 
proper remedies, but the fenfation in her cheft 
became gradually more and more troublefome, 
and at the end of five or fix months, was at¬ 
tended with lancinating pains. Her appetite at 
firft was voracious,-but fhe foon voided her food 
by (tool half digefted. Pier pulfe was, in ge¬ 
neral, fmall and quick, and fometimes when the 
pain in her breall was acute, her pulfe would 
intermit. As the difeafe advanced Ihe was oc- 
cafionally fubjedt to fyncope, and, by degrees, 
becoming incapable of lying down, /he was 
obliged to fit in her bed leaning a little either 
backwards or forwards on her left fide. The 
pain became gradually more intenfe, and the 
faintings more frequent, till the patient’s death, 

which 
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which took place about two years from the com*, 
mencement of the difeafe. For about a year be¬ 
fore her death inflead of hunger (he had an aver- 
fion to food. On difle&ion three quarts of fe~ 
rum were found in the left cavity of the thorax. 
The pericardium was almoft entirely deftroyed 
by a carcinomatous ulcer, which had eroded a 
great part of the fubftance of the heart. This 
ulcer was feparated from the right ventricle only 
by a few mufcular fibres which gave way to a 
flight preffure with a finger. The right auricle 
was enlarged and fchirrous, but the left was 
nearly in a natural (late. The coronary vefiels 
were in a varicous (late. The fubftance of the 
heart was of a cartilaginous confiftence, and fo 
much enlarged as to meafure nearly twelve 
inches round below the auricles. The ulcer it- 
felf was upwards of nine inches in circumference. 
— 2. Anatomicalobfervatiens. By M. Vicq d’Azyr. 
,—In this paper the author firft fpeaks of the 
mucous glands of the gall bladder. Thefe, he 
obferves, are more diftinft in quadrupeds than 
in the human fubjedl; and though tnoft nume¬ 
rous near the neck of the cyft, are fpread over 
its whole inner furface. His deferiptions are 
illuftrated by engravings. He next treats of 
the membrana pupillaris of the foetus.—Wachen- 
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dorf, who publifhed a defcription of this mem¬ 
brane in 1740, thought it was conftantly of a 
brown or black colour. Two years afterwards 
Haller denied this. Albinus, who claimed the 
difeovery, gave two engravings of this mem¬ 
brane. In one of thefe he merely marks its iitu- 
ation ; in the other he delineates its vefTels, but 
in too fmall a way, and in a manner not ftlffi- 
ciently fatisfaftory. This has induced M. Vicq 
d’Azyr to give a more exact figure of it. The 
paper concludes with an anatomical problem, 
which the author deems interefting to the theory 
of luxations. Does the Ulna move in prona¬ 
tion and fupination, and if it docs, what is its 
motion ? This is the queftion which he has 
undertaken to folve. He is convinced by 
experiments, that while the pronator quadratus 
and radialis externtis toll the radius inwards 
and downwards, the extenfors of the Ulna con¬ 
tract and move its lower extremity,, or that 
.next the wrift, a little backwards, by which 
means the pronation is facilitated and rendered 
more complete. In fupination, on the contrary, 
the brachialis fuperior, he oblerves, bends the 
Ulna a little, and aflifts in this motion of the 
fore arm by raifing the lower extremity of that 
bone.—3. Defcription of two maffes of hair found 

in 
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in the Jicmach and bowels of a boy fixteen years old. 
By M. Baudamont, furgeon at Verdun .—The 
patient, who is the fubjedt of this hiftory, had 
from his infancy delighted in fwallowing hairs, 
fo that he not only plucked his own but like- 

wife thofe of his brother and others. This fin- 

\ 

gular tafte increafed as he grew up. The hairs 
thus fwallowed formed an oval mat, which 
might be felt a little below the pit of his fto- 
mach. At length his ftomach became painful, 
a fever fucceeded, and terminated in death. JOn 
difledtion two maffes of hair were difcovered. 
The largeft of thefe completely filled the fto¬ 
mach, and extended almoft throughout the du¬ 
odenum. This had a cherry-ftone for its nu¬ 
cleus. The other fmaller mafs was in the jeju¬ 
num. The two, when recent, were moiftened 
/ • 

with a very foetid mucus, and weighed two 
pounds and an ounce. In a dried ftate their 
weight was reduced to eleven ounces and a 
half. 

Medical Chemifiry. —,r. Of the preparation of 
Lunar Caufic. By M. Bucquet.—2. Of the na¬ 
ture of the efjential fait of Lamar bids. By M. De 
Laffone, jun. M.D. Thefe experiments prove 
this fait to be of the fame nature as Cream of 
. Vol. IV. N 3 IV. Yy Tar- 
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Tartar. — 3. Remarks on potable waters. _ By M. 
Thouvenel.—4. Account of a bone which in cal¬ 
cination became of a pale green colour , from being 
in contain with afhes of oak loaded with fixed alkali. 
By M. le Comte. The author contents himfelf 
with relating this fa£t, without attempting to 
explain it.—5. A folution of mercury in fixed air, 
recommended as a remedy , by M. Nicolas.—The 
mode of preparing this remedy is not defcribed. 

Botany and the natural hifiory of drugs. —1. On 

Colombo Root. By M. Bertrand de la Grefie_ 

Theie remarks contain nothing new to the En- 
glifh reader.— 2. On the virtues of Mufcus Pyxi- 
oides in the chin-cough. By M. Van Woenfel, 

M. D. formerly in the Ruffian fervice. -This 

virtue-has been noticed by Gerard, Willis, Ray, 
and other writers. The author of the prefent 
paper, when phyfician to the corps of Noble 
Cadets at Peterfburg, experienced its good effects 
in a great number of cafes, given in decoftion 
fweetened with fyrup.—3. A defcription of the 
flower and fruit of the Clove-tree. By M.’ Cere, 
director of the king’s garden in the Ifle de France. 
1 his plant, which it l'eems has been erroneoufly 
defcribed by Rumphius, belongs to the 13th 
clafs ( Polyandr. Monogyn.) of Linnaeus.-—4. On 
the ufe of Ivy in bread. By M. de la Maziere, 

M. D. 
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M. D. phyfician at Toilers. —A cafe is related 

in which bread made of the leaves of \vy brought 

^on a fatal colic.—5. On the ufe of the Labluca 

Virofa. By M. Durande, M. D. at Dijon. This 

phyfician, who has tried this remedy in feveral 

cafes, obferves that it does not deferve the praife 

bellowed on it by Dr. Collin in the dropfy, but 

he has found it ufeful as a fedative.— 6 . On 
% 

the effect of tobacco applied externally. —In the - 
Edinburgh eflays, (vol. 2.) we read of tobacco 
being beat up with vinegar, applied to the llo- 
mach and exciting vomiting. We have here 
another cafe of the fame kind.—7. On a Syrup 
made with the bark of the root of Simarouba. By 
M. Badier, of Guadaloupt. —This fyrup is recom¬ 
mended for the dyfentery.^—8. Account of the 

effefts of fmutty rye. By M. le Brun.-A wet 

feafon in the province of Auch produced a great 
deal of fmutty rye, and a variety of bad efre&s 
among the poor inhabitants who made it into 
bread. A dog fed with it foon loll his hair, be- • 
came emaciated, and could hardly walk; and 
clucks and fowls to whom it was given were de¬ 
prived of their feathers.-^. Of the effects of the 
leaves of the Palma Chrijli applied to the head. By 
M. Maziere, M.D.—-The cafe of a woman is 
related who applied thefe leaves for a pain in 
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her head. They are faid to have occafioned a 

blindnefs, which was relieved by bliders.- 

10. Of the ill effects of mufhrooms.—St'vtxaX in- 
ftances of their pernicious effects are related, 
but in all of them relief was obtained by emetics. 
Medical Pbilofophy.— \. An account of a voy¬ 
age to the Levant, with remarks on the difeafes 
that prevail there, the nature of the foil, and the 
temperament of the inhabitants. —The fociety hav¬ 
ing been informed in 1777, that Baron de Tott 
was about to travel into Egypt, prefented a paper 
to him containing feveral queries, which he un¬ 
dertook to fhew to thofe perfons who might be 
the mod likely to give iatisfacdory anfwers to 
them. M. Hollande, a phyfician, who accom¬ 
panied the baron in his tour, and M. Mallet de 
la Brofliere, a phyfician, refident in the ifland of 
Juda, are the perfons who have afforded the 
fociety the bed information relative to the ob¬ 
jects of their inquiry. The obfervations of 
thefe gentlemen tend to prove that the plague 
is not connected with any particular date of 
the air; that no epidemic prevails amongd 
other animals during the time of the plague, and 
that they are not affected by the virus of this 
difeafe.j that it is wrong to confider Egypt as 
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the fource of this contagion, it being certain 
that for the fpace of ten years it has not pre¬ 
vailed in that country, although within that 
time it has repeatedly appeared at Conftanti- 
nople; that it is not brought by the winds 
from the interior parts of Africa into Egypt; 
and that the Franks, by avoiding communica¬ 
tion with the infefted, efcape the difeafe. Wc 
are told, that at Smyrna the* plague was in a 
houfe adjoining ■ to the European diftrift, but 
without a Hefting the latter, till‘a. young En- 
glilh Lady walking .on the terrafs of her houfe, 
which was lower than that of the infefted habi¬ 
tation, received the contagion from the empty¬ 
ing of a bed-pan on the adjoining terrafs, and 
died the next day with evident fymptoms of the 
plague. - * 

The cefiation of the plague is not attended 
with any remarkable change in the ftate of the 
air. It has only been obferved, in general, that 
the violent heats of fummer; and the fcorching 
blall of the fouth wind lufpend or put a flop to 
it, as it were by enchantment ; and that when 
it prevails in Egypt, it is weakened and gra-» 
dually extinguifhcd by the fudimer folftice. 

It is not true, we are told, that after the re- 
frea; of the Nile the earth is covered with ani¬ 
mals, 


# 



[ 3™ ] - 

mals, the corruption of which infects the air. 
This river in retiring leaves no fiih or other 
animals on the furface of the earth ; no fmell is 
perceptible in the air, and the fuperabundant 
moifture is loon exhaled by the fun. There 
are but few places, it is added, where there are 
. ftagnant waters in Egypt, becaufe the whole 
country is interfered with canals in which they 
run off, and when thefe are left dry, the bot¬ 
tom, being fandy, dries without exhaling any 
bad fmell.—2. Obfervations on Natrum, the cul¬ 
tivation of rice, and a difeafe which prevails among 
the inhabitants of Aleppo. By M. Hollande, M.D, 
—The natrum in Egypt is principally got from 
three lakes. The difeafe which prevails among 
the inhabitants of Aleppo, and which com¬ 
monly attacks them during infancy, begins with 
a pimple in the face, which fpreads without pain 
and terminates very flowly without any remedy. 
Its duration is from fix to fifteen months. To¬ 
pical applications have been laid afide becaufe 
they have been found to irritate and prolong 
the difeafe. A cicatrix remains at the place 
where the pimple began. The middle of the 
cheek is the part mod commonly attacked, but 
the difeafe fometimes appears in other parts of the 
body. A fimilar complaint prevails at Baffora, 

and 




and along the whole weftern fhore of the Per- 
fian Gulph.—3. On the bite of the Scorpion. By 
M. Mallet de la Broffiere, • M. D.—An account 
is given of two cafes at Tunis, in which volatile 
alkali adminiftered internally proved fuccefsful. 
—4. An account of a fever which prevailed in 
the ijlands fituated along the coafi of Zangue- 
bar. By M. de la Peyre.-5. Report of a com¬ 

mittee appointed to inquire into the effects of a 
manufactory of antimonial preparations .—Perfons 
living in the neighbourhood of this manufac¬ 
tory had complained of it as a nuifance. The 
fociety were applied to by the attorney general 
to determine whether it ought to be confidered 
as injurious to the public. The committee 
(Meflieurs Macquer, Mauduyt, and Bucquet) 
offer leveral rcafons to prove that the health of 
the neighbourhood cannot be affedled by it.—6. 
Remarkable effects of lightning. By M. Dantic,. 
M. D.—7. Refult of experiments to afcertain the 
refpedive dilatation and condenjation of mercury and 
fpirit of wine in thermometers. By Father Cotte. 
—Thefe experiments are intended to prove that 
for thermometrical purpofes mercury is prefera¬ 
ble to fpirit of wine, but from the fafts lately 
eftablifhed at Hudfon’s Bay relative to the freez. 
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ing of mercury -j-, it appears that in cold coun¬ 
tries fpirit thermometers claim the preference. 

We come now to the Memoirs or fecond 
part of the volume, which confifts of fuch pa¬ 
pers as the fociety have thought fit to publifh 
entire. Here, as in the hiftorical part, we fliall 
give the title of every paper, and add fome ac¬ 
count of fuch as admit of abridgment, or ap- 
.pear to be the mod; interefting. 

1. Conjlitution of the year 1777 at Paris. By 
M. Lorry.— 2. Confli tut ions of the years 1777 and 
1778.. By M. Geoffroy.—3. Reflections on the 
periodical head ache obferved at Paris at the latter 
end of April and beginning of May 1778. By 
M. Coquerau.—4. An effay on the Suette which 
prevailed at Hardivilliers in Picardy in May 1773. 
By Abbe Tefiier.—The Suette % of Picardy is an 
epidemic fever, one of the principal fymptoms 
of which is a profufe fweating, particularly on 
the bread, and accompanied frequently with 
miliary eruption. By adopting a cooling regi¬ 
men, frefh air, and ( venaefection at the beginning, 
this difeafe feldom proved fatal, though before 
this plan was purfued great numbers had fal¬ 
len martyrs to a heating regimen.—5. An effay 
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on a petechial and contagious fever which for fe¬ 
deral years has prevailed at Joffetin in Brittany, 
and in the adjacent parifhes. By M. Robin de 
Keriavalle.—6. An efj'ay on the medical topography 
of Marfeilles and its neighbourhood. By M. Ray¬ 
mond, M. D.—This is a, very elaborate and ju¬ 
dicious difiertation. It fills 74 pages of the vo¬ 
lume, and contains many curious faefts.—From 
the author’s inquiries it appears that at Marfeilles 
the number of inhabitants amounts to 68,508. 
The proportion of male inhabitants is greater 
than that of the females, which is contrary to 
what is obferved in the other towns of Pro¬ 
vence. The number of boys under 12 years 
is to that of the girls as 33 to 32, which is 
nearly in the fame proportion as the births. The 
number of children under 12 years old is to 
that of the reft of the inhabitants as 1 to 4, 2 ; 
which is much left than in other parts of the 
province, where it is as 1 to 3, 2, and which' 
fhews that there is a greate/proportion of un¬ 
married perfons in Marfeilles, that the marriages 
are left fruitful, and the mortality of children 
greater. 

From the year 1750 to 1764 inclufive, the 
average number of births, deaths, and marriages 
has been as follows : 

Vol. IV. N°IV. 3 A 
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Births 3352 * - 

Deaths 3157 

Marriages 67 3 

The number of foundlings to that of legitimate 
children during the fame fpace of time has been 
in the proportion of 1 to 8. From the tables 
of births it appears, that the women conceive 
mod in autumn, next to that in fummer, and 
lead: of all in winter. October is found to be 
the month remarkable for the greateft, as March 
is for the leaft number of conceptions.—The 
mortality is greateft in the two firft years of 
life, and from the 60th year to the 70th,. and it 
is lead between the ages of 20 and 30. The 
mortality during the firft year of life is in 
the proportion of 1 to 39, and during the 
firft five years is found to be equal to of the 
total of deaths ; fo that of 18 children 10 die 
before they are fix years old.—The chance of 
life at Marfeilles is calculated to be 25, 4 years. 

-The Hotel Dieu at Marfeilles admits ^on an 

average 4058 patients every year. Of this num¬ 
ber 1 in 7 die. This great mortality is afcribed 
to the want of frefh air, and to the wards being 
too much crowded, two or more patients being 
often placed in the fame bed.—The Charity 
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Hofpital is an extenfive building, for the recep- 
tion of children, who are admitted into it at the 
age of 7, and kept there till they are 17 or 18. 
In the fpace of 20 years, viz. from 1754 to 
1773, 10,454 have been admitted into it, of 
whom have -died 1084. - One of the caufes of 
this mortality is faid to be the bad quality of 

the bread.-The hofpital for foundlings and 

orphans is in an open fituation at the weft fide 
of the city. In a period of 20 years 1750 chil¬ 
dren have been placed in it, of which number 
293 have died. 

Speaking of the endemial diieafes that prevail 
at Marfeilles, M. Raymond obferves, that the 
acute difeafes are to the chronic in the propor¬ 
tion of 9 to 5. Intermittents are faid to be rare, 
and eafy of cure. Their frequency, when com- 
pared with that of continued fevers, is rated in 
the proportion of 3 to 22. This is afcribed to 
the drynefs of the foil and atmofphere. The 
fluor albus, we are told, is common, and occurs 

even in children five years old.-7. Obferva- 

tions on the difeafes of Champfaur in Dauphiny, 
By M. Villar, M. D.-8. Remarks on the ope¬ 

ration of •certain remedies , and particularly of 
opium. By M. Lorry.—Whytt has afferted that 
the action of chalybeates is confined to 'the 

3 A 2 primae 



[ 37* I 


. prim$ viae. In proof of this he quotes an ex¬ 
periment related by the late Dr. \yright ( PhilcJ, 
Eranf 1750) who examined the chyle of a dog 
that had been fed with a mixture of bread and 
fal martis, and could difcover in it no marks of 
iron. But in the paper before us M. Lorry 
aflerts, that the urine of a patient who had drank 
the chalybeate water of Pafly in great quantity 
for 40 days, began at the end of that time, 
though not before, to exhibit marks of iron 
when tried with a tindure of galls. This im¬ 
pregnation, he adds, continued many days after 
the patient had defifted from the ufe of the 
water.—Some fads are related to confirm the 
opinion that the narcotic power of opium refides 

in its volatile part.-9. EffeRs of EleRricity 

' in eighty-two patients. By M. Mauduyt_10. 

Remarks on the general effeRs , nature, and ufe of 
the eleRric fluid confldered as a remedy. By the 
Same.—11. Supplement to an eflay on the Hydro¬ 
phobia*. By M. Andry.—12. On the manage¬ 
ment of Jheep.-By M. Daubenton.—13. On the la¬ 
teral operation as deferibed by Chefelden , and on the 
means of rendering the praRice 'of it mere eafy . 
By M. V icq d’Azyr.—This ingenious v/riter is of 

* See vol. III. p. 288. 
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opinion that the ftaff recommended by Che* 
felden has too final 1 a curve, fo that when the 
point of the knife has reached it, the operator 
is obliged to lower his wrift in order to carry 
his inftrurrient through the neck of the bladder. 
To avoid this inconvenience he recommends a 
ftaff with a larger curve. The introdu&ion of 
if, he obferves, will be a little more difficult, 
but it will be more ufeful when introduced. He 
likewife remarks that the knife employed by 
Chefelden is not of a fufficient length for adults 
when they are fat.—14. On the effefts of fmutty 
rye. By Abbe Tefficr. —The author fed feveral 
ducks and pigs with this fubftance. In all thefe 
animals it brought on gangrene and death. His 
experiments prove that animals are averfe to it.' 
—15. Obfervations on the difeafe among the horned 
cattle in Flanders in 1774. By M. Berg, amman 
of Bruffels. —This effay obtained the premium 
offered by the fociety in 1776. 
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V. Jani Peterfon Michell, M. D. De Synchon * 
drotomia Pubis Commentarius. 8vo. ^mfte- 

lodami, 1783. P. 260, with two copper¬ 
plates. 


T HIS eifay exhibits a very accurate review 
of evefy thing that has been written on 
the Continent for or againft the: feflion of the 
Symphyfis Pubis. 

The work is divided into three fe&ions, each 
of which is fubdivided into chapters. In the 
firft feftion the author gives the hiftory of the 
new operation; and in the fecond he candidly 
dilcuffes its propofed advantages, and from a 
review of the different cafes in which it has been 
performed, endeavours to prove its inutility and 
danger. Dr. Ofborn, in his late-publication on 
laborious parturition % has given a very full ac¬ 
count of all thefe cafes, excepting two that oc¬ 
curred in Holland, and of which he had not 
been able to learn the particulars at the time 
his effay was printed. In both thefe inftances 
the operation was performed by Mr. Van Mun- 
fter, furgeon at Bommel. The firft of the two 
patients was a ricketty women, 27 years old, 
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•who had formerly been delivered of a dead 
child at the full time. In this cafe the diameter 
of the Pelvis, at its brim, from the Pubis to the 
Os Sacrum, was eftimated at two inches and 
three quarters. The operation was performed 
on the 26th of March 1773. The Symphyfis 
Pubis was divided with a knife, without any 
injury being done to the Clitoris or Vagina. 
The bones immediately feparated, and with the 
affiftance firft of a blade of the forceps and af¬ 
terwards of the finger, a fpace of two inches 
was obtained between them. The head of the 
foetus, which was in a putrid Hate, foon got 
lower down, and the labour was eafily termi¬ 
nated with the forceps.—Two days after the 
operation the bones of the Pubis were (till half 
an inch diftant from each other, but the fepara- 
tion became gradually lefs and lcfs, and, on the 
6th of April was hardly perceptible.—The pa¬ 
tient voided her urine and (tools without any dif¬ 
ficulty, and at the end of fix weeks was able to 
walk. But there (till remained a fiftulous fore 
at the Pubis, which was fevcral months before 
it healed, and even now, we are told, the bones 
are not perfectly united, fo that (he cannot walk 
with firmnefs. 

Mr. , 
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Mr. Van Munfter’s fecond patient was like- 
wife ricketty, and nearly of the fame age as the 
. firft. She underwent the operation in her fe¬ 
cond labour, on the 8th of April, having been 
delivered of a dead child in her firft pregnancy 
with the afliftance of the forceps. The dia¬ 
meter of the Pelvis, in this cafe, we are told, 
was hardly three inches. The fection was per¬ 
formed with the fame fuccefs as in the former 
patient. A fpace of .an inch and a half was 
procured, and the woman was delivered of a 

Jive child with Levret’s forceps.-She voided 

her urine freely after the operation, but on the 
third day was attacked with fever, which con¬ 
tinued till the tenth. During the firft fourteen 
days fhe was obliged to lie conftantly on her 
back, but after that time lhe was able to lie 
on either fide, In a month (he was fufticiently 
recovered to get out of bed, and at the end of 
fix weeks was able to wall^. A fiftulous open¬ 
ing remained, as in the former cafe, for the 
fpace of four months, and the bones of the 
Pubis threw off a fmall exfoliation. There is 
ftill a fpace of half an inch at the upper part 
of the Symphyfis, but at the lower part the 
bones are firmly united, fo that the patient feels 
no inconvenience from the operation. But fhe 

fo, 
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fo much dreads a repetition of it, that fince her 
recovery fhe has conftantly refuied to aomit 
the embraces of her hulband. 

The event of the operation in thefe cafes has 
perhaps been more fuccefsful than in any in 
which it has been performed, but the author of 
the work before us feems very properly to ob- 
ferve, that the fedtion of the Symphyfis was in 
neither of thefe two patients necefiary. 

In the third fedtion of his work, the author 
treats of the Csefarean operation, for which he 
is a zealous advocate, in preference to the divi- 
fion of the Symphyfis. 

As a proof of the injury that may with impu¬ 
nity be offered to the Uterus, he mentions a 
fingular cafe in which Mr. Van Munffer, the fur- 
geon already mentioned, being; induced to think 
that the rigidity of the Os Uteri was occafioned 
by a cicatrix formed after a laceration of it in a 
former labopr,. boldly ventured to dilate it with 
a knife, and yet the patient afterwards recovered 
perfedt health. But the eagernefs, (perhaps, 
without uling too ftrong an expreflion, we may 
fay intemperance) with which our author re¬ 
commends the dreadful expedient of Hyftero- 
tomy, in cafes of narrow Pelvis, feems to be in 
a great meafure founded on a recent inftancc 
Yql, IV. N° IV. 3 B of 
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of its fuccefs.at Leyden, and which has already 
been curlorily mentioned in a former part* of 
this volume. The fubjedt of this extraordinary 
cafe was in her 26th year. We are told that the 
Caefaiean fedtion was deemed neceflary on ac¬ 
count of the extreme narrownefs of the Pelvis, 
but its particular dimenfions are not mentioned. 
The operation was performed on the 26th of 
January 1782, by Dr. Brand. An incifion of 
feven inches in length was made into the Uterus 
on the right fide of the Abdomen. The haemor¬ 
rhage was confiderable, and a male foetus alive and 
of a large fize was extradted. The Placenta was 
then carefully removed, and the wound having 
foon contracted to the length of an inch and a 
half, the haemorrhage ceafed, and at the end 
of four hours the Lochia began to pafs through 
the' Os Uteri. On the fixth day, when the 
wound was beginning to fuppurate, the patient 
having been guilty of fome irregularity in her 
diet, was feized with a vomiting, and, in (train¬ 
ing, burft open the future by which the lips of 
the wound were united. About the fame time 
likewife an abfeefs began to form, which our 
author aferibes to a meftaftafis of the milk. 
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The matter was evacuated by punfhiring t.he 
Vagina.—Notwithftanding thefe unfavourable 
circumftances, the patient, before two months 
had elapfed, was fo well recovered as to be able 
to go to church, which fhe did on the 24th of 
March. She is faid to be now perfe&ly free 
from hernia, and has been again pregnant finee 
the operation, but mifcarried. 


VI. Nouveaux Memoires de I'Academie de Dijon, 
pour la par tie des Sciences et Arts. i. e. New 
Memoirs of the Academy of Dijon, relative to 
the Sciences and Arts. Vol. I. for 1782. Parti. 
8vo. Dijon 1783. 255 pages. 

T H E plan of this new work has already 
been announced to our readers *. The 
part now before us contains eleven efiays, viz. 
i. inquiries relative to the improvement of the 
preparation of colours employed in painting. By 
M. de Morveau.—2. An ejjay on the conjlruRion 
of hofpitals , "written with a view to afcertain the 

* See p. 99. 
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bejl method of keeping the air of infirmaries pure 
and whole fame. By M. Maret.—As a proof that air 
vitiated by refpiration isfpeciftcally heavier than 
pure atmofpheric air, M. Maret obferves, that in 
the Hotel Dieu at Lyons, feveral birds were fuf- 
pended in a cage from the dome of one of the 
wards, the air of which was deemed very un¬ 
healthy, and after having been kept there for 
the fpace of a fortnight, feemed to be in perfect 
health. Frelh meat in a fimilar fituation, we 
are told, retained its fweetnefs upwards of five 
days, but became -putrid in twenty-four hours 
when fufpended in a lower part of the ward near 
the beds of the patients. 'He offers a theory of 
ventilation which will perhaps not be readily 
admitted. He fuppofes that the current of air 
palling into an apartment is compofed of rays 
which converge to the point at which they enter, 
and from thence diverge at angles, more or lefs 
acute, according to their number and rapidity. 
M. Maret goes To far as to determine the form, 
dire&ion, and effects of the cones that refult 
from this divergent courfe of the rays. He 
applies this theory to the wards of holpitals, 
which he advifes to be conftructfd of an ellip¬ 
tical form, with a door or window at each ex¬ 
tremity. 
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tremity. The upper part of the walls and the 
roof are to be of the fame fhape.—3. Obferva - 
tions on the congelation of concentrated vitriolic 
acid. By M. de Morveau,—4. Agronomical ob¬ 
ferva t ions. By M. Roger.—5. An account of the 
ores of copper called mountain green (verd de mon- 
tagne) and mountain blue (bleu de montagne) By 
M. de Morveau.—6. On the air obtained from 
cream of lime and minium.' By M. Maret.—The 
experiments related in this eflay prove that the 
air procured from cream of lime is fixed air, 
while that obtained from minium is dephlogifti- 
cated air mixed with about a Jixth part of fixed 
air.—7. Obfervations on the fluices of navigable 
canals. By M. Gauthey. — 3 . Mineralogical and ' 
chemical obfervations on heavy fpar , and the man¬ 
ner of procuring from it that kind of earth which 
by the French is called Barote or terre barotique. 

By M. de Morveau.—9. Remarks on the omphalo- 

mefenteric vejfels. By M. Chaufiier_We have 

here an account of two fmall arteries which pafs 
from the umbilicus to the mefentery, and which 
the author thinks have not been before noticed 
by anatomical writers.—10. Remarks on biliary 
concretions , and on the efficacy of a mixture of vi¬ 
triolic tether and fpirit of turpentine in the colic 
produced by thofe concretions. By M. Durande. 

In 
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—’In this paper the author defcribes the fynip- 
toms of the colic in queftion, and the different 
remedies which have hitherto been employed 
againft it. His account of the cafes in which 
the sether and fpirit of turpentine have "been ad- 
miniftered, is referved for the fecond part of 
the volume.—11. Meteorological Hijlory ofiySi. 
By M. Maret. 


VII. The efficacy and innocency of Solvents candidly 
examined ; vcith experiments and cafes . By Ro¬ 
bert Home, furgeon to the Savoy. 8vo. Mur¬ 
ray, London , 1783, 78 pages, price is. 6d. 

T HE #uthor of this little work having la¬ 
boured under nephritic complaints fince 
the year 176S, has had recourfe to a variety of 
remedies, and among others to different folvents-, 
the comparative effects of which he has endea¬ 
voured to afeertain by experiments. 

The work is divided into three chapters.— 
In the Hrft the author relates his own cafe.—It 
feems that for feveral years after gravel had be¬ 
gun to form in his kidnies, he experienced con- 
fiderable relief from a liberal uie of honey j but, 
at length, in 17.80, he began to have fymptoms 

of 
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of a (lone in his bladder, which foon became fa 
painful, that in May 1781, he was induced tQ 
try the effects of Dr. Jurin’s lixivium. Of this 
medicine he took two tea fpoonfuls twice a day 
in half a pint of veal broth. During the firit 
days of this courfe the irritation of the bladder 
was much increafed, but in a fortnight the 
fymptoms were become very fupportable. After 
perievering in the ule- of this lixivium for the 
fpace of two months, he changed it for Black- 
rie’s, of which he took a tea fpoonful twice a 
day till the middle of September, when his com¬ 
plaints were fo much relieved, that he laid it 
afide. At the end of fix weeks, however, a 
return of the fymptoms obliged him to have re- 
courfe to it again, and it foon produced the fame 
good effect - as before. Relapfing again after a 
few weeks, he took two tea fpoonfuls of Lane’s 
lixivium twice a day, and this had the fame ef- 
fe<ft as the others. He afterwards was defirous 
of making a fimilar trial with Adams’s folvent.; 
but the flavour of the different herbs made ufe 
of to difguife if, and the opium whic h it appears 
''to contain, occafioned it to difagree with him fo 
much, that he determined to lay it afide, and 
to return to the ufe of Blackrie’s lixivium. 

During 
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During the ufe of thefe different folvents, viz, 
Jurin’s, Blackrie’s and Lane’s, Mr. Home made 
a variety of experiments, not only with feveral 
fmall calculi he himfelf had palled, but with 
portions of larger calculi extracted from others 
by lithotomy. Thefe he immerfed in his urine, 
and from thefe experiments, which appear to 
hav r e been carefully made, and candidly and ac¬ 
curately related, it appears that the urine of a 
perfon who is under a courfe of lixivium, pof- 
fefles a folvent power. 

At firft he was very careful to comply with 
the regimen recommended by Blackrie and Dr. 
Chittick, who, among other things, enjoin ab- 
ftinence from fait. But it having been fuggefted 
to Mr. Home, that although a ftrong acid is ex¬ 
tracted from fea fait by. a chemical operation, 
it is fo concentrated in the fait, that the juices 
in the ftomach and inteftines cannot poffibly de- 
compofe it, he ventured to eat not only fait, 
but likewife far, greens, and every thing that 
was not direCtly acid, without finding the fol¬ 
vent power of the lixivium weakened by this 
deviation from the ufual regimen. During the 
ufe of this remedy the author tells us, that, ex¬ 
cepting twice, when he thought it right to in¬ 
termit 

•v 
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term it taking the folvent for a few days on ac¬ 
count of flight feverifh fyrnptoms, his appetite, 
digeftion and general health have been perfe<fily 
good, although he is in an advanced age. He 
is now able to bear the motion of a carriage on 
the pavement, and to walk five or fix miles 
without the fmallefl uneaflnefs. The only incon¬ 
venience of which he complains, is an inability 
, to retain his urine (except when in bed) above 
two or three, hours together. At the time of 
his writing this account of his cafe twenty 
months had elapfed flnce he began the ufe of 
the remedy, but he intended to perfevere in it 
for a confiderable time longer, even though there 
Ihould be no apparent neceffity for it. 

In his fecond chapter Mr. Home vindicates 
the innocency and efficacy of folvents from the 
cenfure thrown on them by Mr. Newman in his 
late publication on this fubjedt * j and in the 
fubfequent chapter we meet with feveral well at- 
tefted inftances of the beneficial effects of fol¬ 
vents, perfectly free from any bad confequen- 
ces. 

The work concludes with fome experiments 
on the comparative ftrength of the lixivia al- 

* See our 2d vol. p. 222. 
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ready mentioned; from which it appears, that 
the dofes prefcribed in the printed directions 
given with each of them, are properly enough 
adjufted to their ftrength, viz. of Blackrie’s 
only one tea fpoonful, of Jurin’s and Lane’s 
two, and qf Adams’s three tea fpoonfuls twice 
a day. 


SECTION II. 

Essays and Observations. 

I. An Account of a contagious diforder , called 
the Venom , which has prevailed lately among/l 
the horned cattle in Friejland. Communicated 
in a letter to Samuel Foart Simmons, M, D, 
F. R. S. By Petrus Camper, M. D. F. R. S, 
honorary profejfor of phyfic , anatomy , and fur - 
gery at Amjlerdam , fellow of the Royal College 
of phyfcians and Royal Society of Edinburgh , 
of the Imperial Academy of Peterfburgh. and of 
the Royal Medical Society at Paris , C? c. 

A Great number of black cattle of all ages 
have died fuddenly in Friefland in the 
neighbourhood of Sneek and Ylft, without any 

previpus 
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previous fymptom but that of giving no milk 
a few hours before their death, as they conti¬ 
nued to eat, drink and ruminate to the lad. In 
general, however, the beads affeeded with this 
diforder lived feveral days, and had very large 
tumours in the cellular membrane, about the 
head and neck, in the axilla, and fometimes, 
though 'rarely, in the groin. Thefe tumours, 
which were often as large as a man’s head, were 
very hard and eladic, with a dry horny (kin at 
the part which was mod prominent. In fome, 
this fwelling entirely difappeared, while in others 
the dry piece of (kin feparated and left a large 
ulcer, which healed (lowly. Some were foon re- 
lieved; others required many days, and even 
weeks, before they were entirely cured, and 
many, as I have already obferved, died fudden- 
ly, or after a relapfe. The dung was in the 
greater' number natural, but in fome it was of a 
blackifh colour, or at lead darker than ufual. 

The city of Sneek is about twelve Englifh 
miles from my feat, and I pafied feveral days 
there in examining the diforder, and dilfedling 
the cattle that died of it. This latter part of 
my inquiry, however, was not to be carried on 
without danger of being poifoned by the blood, 
flefh, and (kin, &c. of the animal. 

3 C z The 
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The difeafe has gotten the name„of venom, 
or venenum , from this circumftance, that the 
people who handle the hide or the flefh, are 
often poifoned, as it were, in the hands, efpe- 
cially when they have any fcratch or wound there 
to favour abforption, and fometimes without any 
fuch previous hurt. In a few hours an inflam¬ 
mation takes place, ,and, if not fpeedily pre¬ 
vented by fcarifications and fuitable remedies, 
terminates in a gangrene which fometimes fpreads 
to the arm, and in fome few inftances has oe- 
cafioned the death of the patient. It is worthy 
of obfervation however, that after the flefh of 
animals, who have died of this difeafe, has been 
boiled, the poor eat it without any bad confe* 
quence, but they carefully jivoid the fleam of 
the meat. 

On the 6 th of September laft I opened 3 
cow that had died the night before at Ylft, 
which is not far from Sneek. In my way I 
vifited an old man whole hands were fo much 
affedted by the venom, that 1 was almoft de¬ 
terred from attempting the intended difiedtion. 
1 ufed the precaution, however, of greafmg my 
hands with pomatum, and by frequently wafhing 
them and renewing the ointment, I prevented 
the poifonous juices from adting, fo that altho' 

• ' I fepa- 



I feparated the vifeera, See. with my hands, I 
sot not the leaft hurt. 

The eyes, tongue, and throat of the cow 
were found. The udders were without milk, 
but in other refpe&s healthy, and there was no 
where any appearance of tumour. But on open¬ 
ing the abdomen we found the omentum en¬ 
tirely mortified, with a yellowifh ichor'within 
its cavity, and between the inteflines were ob- 
lerved thick purulent coagulated membranes, 
fimilar to thofe appearances which are found iri 
the human body, where death has been occa- 
fioned by an inflammation of the bowels. 

Neither of the ftomachs were affedled, but 
the Duodenum, Jejunum, and Ileum were in¬ 
flamed and mortified, as likewife the colon in 
fome places. The gall bladder, which was un* 
^.commonly diflended, being larger than even the 
urinary bladder of 3 cow ufually is, was filled 
with air, and with a very thin bile. The uterus 
was a little inflamed with gangrenous fpots. 
The calf had been dead fome time, but the cow 
continued to give her ordinary portion of milk 
till the day before (he died. - The liver feemed 
to be pretty found, but its lymphatics were 
vifible and much enlarged. The fpleen was in 
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a gangrenous ftate, and there was efriphyfenia 
between the duplicature of the peritoneum* 
where it forms the mefentery. 

The lungs were in a natural ftate, but the 
glandular cordis and the thymus were much in¬ 
flamed. The heart itfelf was in a good con¬ 
dition. 

I examined feveral other beafts that were af¬ 
fected with the fame diforder, which was evi¬ 
dently of the putricT kind. Thepulfe was quick 
and low, as it is in all putrid fevers, arid I had 
reafon to fulpeCt- that thofe died very fuddenly, 
whofe blood was much afreCted by the putrid 
matter, and on the contrary, that others foon 
recovered whofe blood had a better difpofition. 
The tumours were neither a good nor a bad 
fign, for many died and as many recovered with 
and without any fuch fwelling. The peafants 
told me, that an old mare died of the venom, 
but upon opening her abdomen and thorax 
after death, I found nothing analagous to the 
diforder I have been defcribing. 

The difeafe abated much towards the latter 
end of September, and the contagion is now 
totally over. I could find no account of this 
difeafe in books, till I confulted the famous 

Dr. 
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Dr. Pallas’s Northern Magazine* (Vol. I. B. t. 

§4, p. 113) in which Dr. Jof. James Lerche 
has given a defcription of a contagious diforder 
that made great havoc, after a hot dry fummer 
in 1756, amongfl: the horned cattle in Livonia - 
and Finland, and which fpread even as far as 
Mofcow. He informs us, that the cows were 
attacked with large tumours in the neck, breaft, 
belly, and pudenda, and commonly died in two 
or three days. He adds, that horfes and hogs 
were likewife fufceptible of the contagion which 
generally carried them off in a day or two, and 
that it alfo proved fatal to a number of the 
human fpecies*, but upon inquiry he found that; 
the latter died of a mortification of the hands, 

&c. occafioned by an abforption of the venom. 

A fimilar plague was obferved in thofe coun- 
. tries in the year 1764. 

I flatter myfelf the defcription I have given 
of this difeafe, though lhort, will be fufficient 
to give you an idea of its nature, and to enable 
you and your medical friends to compare it with 
the lymptoms of the diforder which was ob- 

% 

Jerved lately in England: for I have reafon to 
* Nordifche Beytrage. 

. believe 
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believe that the latter was of the fame fpecies, 
and of courfe different from that defcribed by 
Dr. Layard and others, which, by the bye, ftill 
prevails in this country. It may not be im¬ 
proper to add, that calves borne by cows that 
have pa(Ted through the latter diftemper are 
inoculated * here with great fuccefs. 

I am now growing old, but I have not loft 
my public fpirit and zeal for ufcful improve¬ 
ments, fo that I (hall be very much obliged 
to you for any information you can furnifh 

me with relative to the diforder I have men- 

✓ 

tioned to you. I am with the greateft refpeft 
and fincerity, 

Dear Doctor, 

Yours, &c. 

Klein Lancum, 

Oft. 21,1783, 

* See our 3d Volume, page 356, 
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II. An account of fome extraordinary fymptoms 
occafoned by Worms ; ’with farther remarks on 
Hydrocephalus intemus.- By Mr. Edward Wier, 
furgeon at Halifax in Nova Scotia. Communi¬ 
cated in a letter to Mr. James Simplon, fur¬ 
geon to the Magdalen Hofpital in London , and 
by him to Dr. Simmons. 

T H E following cafe appears to me to be 
of a very interefting nature, as every 
fymptom and circumftance attended it which are 
commonly obferved in the hydrocephalus inter- 
nus. The fame method of cure was followed 
which has been found ufeful in that difeafe; but 
the terrrfination of the complaint clearly proved, 

I think, that the caufe was miftaken, though 
not improperly treated, and that the fymptoms 
of worms and thofe of adropfy of the brain are 
fo nearly alike as to be with the greateft diffi¬ 
culty diftinguifned ; or, perhaps, that hydro- . 
cephalus is lefs frequent than is generally fup- 
pofed. 

The cafe of hydrocephalus I formerly com¬ 
municated to the public through the channel of 
the London Medical Journal -f-, leemed to have 

f See p. 78. 
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been as diftin&ly marked, by its fymptoms, as 
any difeafe could be. In the hiftory of that cafe 
it was obferved, that the patient difeharged an 
almoft incredible number of fine white worms 
of about the fize of a cambrick needle, fhortly 
after which the fymptoms began to abate. As 
worms were never fufpe&ed to be the caufe of 
the fymptoms in that cafe, the circumftance of 
their being difeharged under the free ufe of ca¬ 
lomel was not laid much ftrefs on; and had it 
not been for the very fingular circumftances 
which will be found related in the following 
cafe, I fhould perhaps never have been led to 
fuppofe worms capable of producing the fymp¬ 
toms of which I lhall now give an account. 

John Stevens, aged two years and two months, 
had been a remarkable healthy robuft child till 
the latter end of Odober 1782, when he was 
fuddenly attacked with vomiting and cried out 
as if in great pain. His head was violently 
drawn towards his back, and in a few hours he 
was obferved to have a high fever. His motht? 
applied for no medical afiiftance till the 4th of 
November, when I was defired to fee hirn. I 
found him, with his. head drawn backwards, 
and frequently fereaming as mentioned before. 
The pupils of his eyes were much dilated, and 

the 
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the light Teemed to give him great uneafinefs. 
His pulfe were 140 in a minute j his breathing 
was ftiort and quick ; his fkin hot and dry; and 
he was obferved to be frequently picking his 
nofe, as if it had been much irritated. The vo¬ 
miting had been almoft conftant from the firft 
attack of the difeafe, till about four and twenty 
hours before [ Taw him. 

This diforder Teemed to be To clearly marked 
as a dropfy of the brain, that I did not hefitate 
to confider and treat it as fuch; and the great 
advantage I had but a Tew months before de¬ 
rived from a free ufe of calomel in a fimilar com¬ 
plaint led me to adopt a fimilar mode in the pre¬ 
sent Cafe. 

I accordingly ordered three grains of calomel, 
mixed with fugar, to be adminiftered every four 
hours j and as the bowels, were loaded, I di- 
re&ed a clyfter to be immediately thrown up. 

The day following (Nov. 5.) he had taken 
eighteen grains of calomel. The clyfter had 
procured one very foetid oily ftool. The fymp- 
toms were nearly as before. I now increafcd 
the dofe of calomel to four grains every four 
hours— ^he remainder of the cafe I fhall give 
as written at thejime in my diary. 
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Nov. 6th. Has taken twenty-four grains of 
calomel fince yefterday, and has had three flimy 
foetid {tools.—Symptoms not abated. 

7th. His fever is rather abated, but his pulfe 
is {till at 120—appears very heavy tind dull— 
the dilatation of the pupils is increafed, he has a 
wild {taring countenance, and his head is {till 
bent back—has perfevered in the ufe of the ca¬ 
lomel, which has no apparent effect on the 
mouth—has had two {tools, and palfed nine 
very large worms ( lumbricales). 

' 8th. Countenance, eyes, and head as yefterday. 
In the courfe of this day the child has fpoken ie- 
veral times, and has fhewn fome degree of re¬ 
turning reafon, but in general when moved 
hangs his head and limbs as if under a general 
paralyfis—has taken twenty-four grains of ca¬ 
lomel fince yefterday and has had two greenilh 
coloured {tools with two large worms—urine 
{till deficient—puli'e 100—the fever regularly 
returns every night though not with fo much 
violence as it did before he took the calomel— 
{kin very dry—the patient takes no nourifhment 
of any kind—repeat the-calomel as before. 

9th. Yefterday afternoon he was feveral times 
in danger of fuffocation from a ftoppage in his 
throat, till at length a worm was difeharged 

from 
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from his mouth, and the complaint in his thrOaC 

ceafed. Has pa fled a very reftlefs night—pulfe 

90— has had two green ftools, in one of which 

were nine worms—urine in a very fmall quantity 

—fever moderate—the head begins to regain 

f . 0 

its natural pofition—pupils lefs dilated—the pa¬ 
tient lies in a heavy fleepy ftate, but when fpoke 
to opens his eyes, and appears fenfible—repeat 
the calomel. ; 

10th. He has had three ftools fince yefterday.' 
The firft contained one, the fecond two, and 
the third nine worms, all alive—the pupils are 
of a moderate flze, but his countenance appears 
very wild—pulle 95—he has a frequent glow of 
red in one cheek, while the other is pale, and 
the top of Jiis head very cold—no effect of the 
calomel is yet to be remarked upon the mouth 
though he has conftantly fwallowed the quan¬ 
tities mentioned from day to day—he ftill re¬ 
tains his fenfes, though he never attempts to 
fpeak till firft fpoken to—repeat the Calomel as 
before. * 

nth. Refted well laft night-this morning 

pulfe 85—-has. had two very foetid flimy ftools, 

in one of which was a large worm-urine ftill 

deficient. 

19th, 
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i2th. Every fymptom nearly as yefterday* 
excepting his having difcharged more urine than 
ufual during the laft twenty-four hours—he has 
had one ftool with three worms in it—the vo¬ 
miting has returned in a confiderable degree— 
pulfe 95 and very fmall—repeat the calomel. 

13th. His eyes have a more natural appearance 
than at any time fince the attack—the vomit¬ 
ing is abated, but he Hill takes no nourifhment 
—his mouth not in the leaft affedted with th$ 
mercury—pulfe 90—I have obferved for feveral 
days paft the child very fufceptible of cold, 
which is known by an almoft conftant defire of 
more covering—he has had two {tools fince yef¬ 
terday; in the ftrft were two, and in the laft 
thirteen worms. They were all large and the 
greater part of them alive. 

14th. Has palled a reftlefs night, and has had 
no ftooJs fince yefterday'—fymptoms the fame as 
yefterday—repeat the calomel and clyfter. 

15th. The patient complains much of cold, 
and is very weak and languid—takes very little 
nourilhment—his eyes, countenance, &c. have 
quite their natural look. 

16th. Had one ftool yefterday in the evening, 
in which were eight worms. I omitted the ca¬ 
lomel 
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lomel in the way in which it had been hitherto 
given, and prefcribed eight grains of calomel 
and as many of pulv. jalnp. to be given this 
mqrning. 

iyth. Has had three ftools fince he took the 
powder; in the firlt were ten worms, and in 
the third one worm—pulfe 95—he is extremely 
emaciated, and takes but little nourifhment— 
as he continued t6 be feemingly in great pain, 
X adminiftered eight drops of laudanum, which 
had the defired effed. 

19th. Has difcharged one worm without any 
ftool—the general weaknefs and lofs of appetite 
feemed now to demand the chief attention, I 
therefore ordered the bark in the quantity of ten 
- grains every two hours. 

20th and 22d. Begins to crave nourHhment— 
refts well, and appears evidently to be upon the 
recovery—has had one ftool with a dead worm 
in it. 

23d. Had a ftool this morning with three 
worms—from this time he daily recovered his 
appetite, ftrength, and flelh—I continued the 
ufe of the bark till the end of the month, at 
which time I difcontinued my vifits as the child 
was in every refped in perfed health, and has 
remained fo ever fince. 

That 
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That this child’s diforder originated from 
worms, I think, will fcarcely ad me a doubt; 
and that feveral cafes which are rec rdod 
and were fuppofed to be inftances of genuine 
hydrocephalus, and which yielded to the uic of 
mercury, might have been nothing more than 
worm cates, I think, is extremely probable. Per¬ 
haps the many fimilar cafes w r hich have occurred 
to very able practitioners, as Dr. Whytt and 
Others, and which proved fatal under the ufe of 
means which could not have the leaft tendency 
to remove worms, were fuch as would have rea¬ 
dily yielded to anthelmintics, at the head of 
which I have long had reafon to place calomel. 
$ut that we may benefit our patients by the ufe 
of it, under fuch circumftances, very iarge and 
frequently repeated dofes appear to be necefTary. 
What quantities may be ufed not only with fafety 
but advantage, I .think, both this and my for¬ 
mer cafe tend clearly to evince. Every circum- 
ftance I have related may be depended on, as I 
paid uncommon attention to the cafe not only 
with a view to relieve my patient, but at the 
fame time, if pofiibE, to have it in my power 
to throw further light on a diieafe which has de¬ 
prived fo many fond parents of their children. 
If what I h..\'e written fhould be found -to an- 

fwer 
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fwer this purpofe in the fmalleft degree, I lhali 
ever rejoice in having communicated thefe cafes 
to the public. I have only to add, that I mod 
fincerely hope that what I have mentioned may, 
be the means of exciting the attention of exper- 
rier\ced pradtitioners to this fubjedt, as no one I 
have ever yet met with appears to have gone 
further into the idea 1 have fuggefted, than to 
acknowledge that the fymptoms of hydrocepha¬ 
lus and thofe of worms are in many refpedts 
alike. 

The method beft calculated to throw further 
light on fo important a fubjedt appears to me to 
be the following: r 

Whenever a difeafe lhali occur, which has 
the fymptoms which at this day are faid to cha¬ 
racterize the hydrocephalus internus, let every 
circumftance refpedling the fymptoms and re¬ 
medies be faithfully noted down from day to 
day; let the changes of the former, with the 
effedts of the latter, at the fime time be re-» 
marked. Thefe particulars, with minute ac- 
counts of the changes produced in the different 
fecretions, the nature of the difcharge from the 
different emundlories, with as many particulars 
of morbid appearances in the bodies of thofe 
who die under the difeafe, as can any way be 
VOL, IV. N° IV. . 3E ob- 
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obtained, will in time, perhaps, place the matter 
beyond a doubt, and enable practitioners with 
more certainty to diftinguifh the nature of the 
difeafe, and remove fo formidable a train of 
complaints. 

There is probably too much reafon to fear, 

that many children have been loft under difeafes 
« 

which would have yielded to calomel in fuffi- 
ciently large dofes, merely from proceeding in 
the too cautious manner inoft practitioners do, 
■with this invaluable medicine, particularly in 
phlegmatic temperaments, as in thefe a confi- 
derable degree of torpor appears to pervade the 
whole fyftem, while the mucous fecretions are 
generally very copious, and the folids are for 
the mod part deficient in degree of irritability. 
Hence the inteftinal tube is in a manner lb 
fheathed with mucus, as not readily to be af- 
feCted with any purge. And that fuch habits 
are molt predifpofed to generate worms, there 
can be no doubt, particularly in the infant ftate. 
—I have, I think, feen many advantages in 
fuch habits from the ufe of myrrh and fa! mart. 
combined, elpecially after calomel has been 
freely ufed. But in cafes of this fort, unlefs 
the little patient is put upon a diet of light and 
eafy digeftion, and every kind of glutinous food 

is 
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is laid afide, and a confidcrable degree of exer- 
cife recommended, it will, I believe, in general 
be found to be of but little fervice to give the 
moft powerful remedies. 


III. A defeription of a curious LufusNature. By 
Mr. J. L. Green, furgeon at Beckham in Surry . 

O N the 13th of February 1780, I was de- 
fired by a gentleman of the faculty to go 
and fee a dead child of Mr. H. of Eaft-lane, 
Bermondfey, to which he had been fent for the / 
day before to examine and give his opinion, to 
which of the two fexes it belonged. 

Upon examination there appeared two folds 
of integuments exadly fimilar to the labia pu- 
dendi, and lying between them a part refem- 
bling the penjs, which, however, was attached 
all along frojti one extremity to the other, and 
could not be difplaced by the fingers; fo that 
it had the appearance of a female child with a 
penis attached to the os pubis, and hanging 
down between the labia. I could not at firft 
difeover the meatus utinarius, or any other ori¬ 
fice; but the nu'rfe allured me that the child 

4 D z „ had 
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its regular fet of vefiels on each fide; .the one 
on the right fide lying in the groin ; that on the 
left had defcended into the labia, or what I 
ihoulcj now more properly call the divided fcro- 
tum. All the abdominal vifcera appeared in a 
found and natural ftate, excepting the bladder, 
which was much thickened, contra&ed, and full 
of rugae on its infide. I was defirous of having 
this extraordinary fubjefl in my pofieflion, but 
this was impoffible •, I was therefore obliged to 
content myfelf with removing the bladder and 
external parts of generation. 

Upon examining thefe I found that the ure¬ 
thra did not pafs through the penis, but ran 
nearly in a firait line from the meatus urinarius 
into the bladder, and was about the fame length 
as one would have expected to have found it in 
a female child of the fame fize. The proftate 
gland was in its natural fituation, as were the 
veficulae feminales •, but I could not, from the 
minutenefs of the parts, difcover whether thefe 
opened into the urethra on each fide of the ve- 
rumontanum as ufual, or not. The, raphee of 
the peritoneum was remarkably prominent. 

Such a lufus naturae as this would, 1 appre¬ 
hend, in earlier times, have been deemed her¬ 
maphrodite. 
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maphrodite, and indeed the external parts had 
very much the appearance of a combination of 
the fexes. 

I was not permitted to examine the thoracic 
vifcera, but it was obferved, that the child had 
no difficulty of breathing, and therefore pro- . 
bably there was no mal-conformation in the 
cheft. 

1 believe fuch children would live longer than 
they ufually do, if proper care was taken ; but 
it is not to be wondered at if parents and their 
attendants are not over anxious to preferve the 
life of fuch monftrous produ&ions. 

. N 

Peck ham, 

July 30,1783. 


IV. An Improved method of amputating a can* 
cerous breajl ; with an account of two cafes in 
which it was performed with fuccefs. Commu¬ 
nicated in a letter to Dr. Simmons, by Mr, 
Henry Fearon, Surgeon of the Surry Dif- 
penfary. 

N Otwithftanding the general opinion, that 
cancerous complaints depend on the habit 
or conftitutibn, and therefore cannot be cured 

by 
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by any topical treatment or operation, yet as 
men of the greateft eminence in the medical 
profeflion have hitherto been unfuccefsful in 
their attempts to difcover -an internal remedy 
or method of treatment, capable of effc&ing a 
radical cure, extirpation by the knife feems to 
be the only refource left in thefe melancholy 
cafes; and when performed by a fkilful furgeon 
it often proves fuccefsful. For we well know, 
that although the patient may have a difpofition 
to cancer, yet without the occurrence of an ex¬ 
citing caufe, the difeafe may never again appear. 
I therefore prefume that an humble attempt to 
introduce any improvement of an operation, 
which is fo often necdTary to be performed, 
will be acceptable to the younger part of the 
profeflion, and, I flatter myfelf, will be treated 
with candour by men of eftablifhed reputation 
and fuperior abilities. My wilh is to fee it en¬ 
couraged and adopted if merit and utility re¬ 
commend it, but, if deftirute of thefe, rejected. 

Elizabeth Benham of Walworth applied to 
me to remove her right breaft. The account 
fhe gave of her cafe was, that as long as fhe 
could remember fhe had perceived a fmall lump 
in her breaft, which had gradually increafed in 
? £?e i and that about ten years before I faw her 

fhe 


- 



' £ 4°8 ] 

(he had taken the opinion of Mr. Smith, fur- 
geon of St. Thomas’s Hofpital, who advifed 

i 

the removal of the difeafed part; but that (he 
did not choofe to fubmit to an operation at a 
time when (he fuffered no inconvenience except 
from its weight, and at times a dull heavy pain. 
In April 1782 the (ize of the tumour encreafing, 
and the pain becoming more acute, (lie was 
advifed to fee my learned friend and colleague, 
Pr. Sims, whofe opinion agreed with that of 
Mr. Smith, The gland was very large,, of an 
unequal furface, very knotty, and felt through 
its whole fubftance perfeftly indurated. The 
veins of the (kin were yaricous, and the nipple 
was (hrunk out of fight. She was forty-eight 
years old, and of a delicate conftitution, but her 
general health was good. 

In performing the operation I made an hori¬ 
zontal incifion a little below the nipple, nearly 
in the dire&ion of the rib, with a (trait difr 
fetting knife. The incifion, which was of 
greater extent than the tumour, occafioned but 
little more pain than a fmall incifion would have 
done, and had this great advantage, that it en¬ 
abled me with facility perfectly to remove the 
whole of the difeafed part. In performing this 
operation leveral arteries bleed very freely, but 

- - thefe 
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thefe need not be regarded, though they are apt 
to alarm a young operator, who from his em- 
barrafiment may make too much hafte to finifh 
the operation. It is neceflary therefore that we 
fhould be guarded againft every thing of this 
nature, by confidering that no danger can arife 
from differing freely, and that if the lead part 
of the difeafed mafs be left unremoved, the 
operation has been performed to no purpofe *. 
The edges of the wound were brought into 
contaft, and retained by flips of flicking plaifter. 
They united by the firfl intention, and the 
cicatrix was completely formed in ten days. 
She was only two days confined to her room, 
and walked out on the fourth. 

The tumour weighed three pounds and ten 
ounces. On cutting into it, it was extremely 
hard and difeafed through its whole fubftance, 
with feveral fmall cyfts containing a yellow, ge¬ 
latinous, curdled pus. 

Soon after this I was confulted by Mary 
Smith, aged forty, who had difcovered a lump 

* An inftance of this kind occurred lately, where the 
operation was performed a fecorul time, fix months after 
the firft, as the whole of the difeafed part had not been 
removed by the firft operation. 

Vol. IV. N°IV. 3F in 
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in her bread, about five months before fhe ap¬ 
plied to me. It was perfectly indolent even 
upon being handled. It had a ftoney inconv 
preflible kind of hardnefs. I told her I was of 
opinion, that it was a true fchirrus, and accord¬ 
ingly recommended the operation. She left me 
much difiatisfied, and 1 heard no more of her 
for a fortnight, during which time fhe had often 
been to an eminent furgeon, and then returned 
to fubmit to the operation. The difeafe in the 
above fhort time had increafed very rapidly. 
The fkin was become fmooth and inflamed, and 
appeared as if it would fhortly break out into a 
cancerous fore. There were little lumps round 
the breaft, and a gland enlarged in the axilla to 
the fize of a chefnur, which looked as if ab- 
forption had taken place. I now told her, that 
from the rapid increale and unfavourable ap¬ 
pearance of the difeafe, her chance of a cure 
from the operation would be extremely uncer¬ 
tain. Her reply was, that fhe fufferec! fuch acute 
and almoft conftant pain, that fhe would run 
any rifk. I operated in the fame manner as in 
the former cafe, removing all the indurated 
glands. That in the axilla was deeper feated 
than it had appeared to be from the external feel. 
1 likewife removed all that part of the fkin, 

which 
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which was either difcoloured or adhered to the 
difeaied mafs. Still there was-enough left to ad¬ 
mit of a perfe< 5 t approximation of the edges of 
the wound, which healed by the firft intention. 

On cutting into the tumour after it was removed, 
there appeared two cyfts, one of which con¬ 
tained about three ounces of ferum, and the 
other a curdled matter tinged with blood. Ul¬ 
ceration had taken place in the infide. 

From thefe cafes I think the following- in- 
ferences may be drawn.: viz. That when a fchir- 
rous bread is moveable, and does not adhere 
either to the fkin above, or below to the adipofe 
membrane, mufcles, &c. the making a fimple 
incifion fo as to dified out the bread will be - 
diffident, and an eafy remedy when lubmitted 
to in time, as this method requires fo little con¬ 
finement : 2dly, That as foon as the dilead is 
clearly afcertained it ought to be removed; for 
though a fimple khirrus may remain indolent 
and inoffenfive for a great many years without 
^producing its bad confequences (and hence give 
room for the boafted fpecifics receiving the un- 
deferved credit of having prevented the farther 
progrefs of the difeafe) yet it may as fuddenly 
and rapidly prove deftruttive, if not attended to 
by a careful obferver: 3dly, That frequent pain, 

3 F 2 increale 
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increafe of fize, enlarged lumps round the breaft, 
and a fchirrous gland in the axilla ought not to 
difcourage us from performing the operation. 

I have found the above method equally fuo • 
cefsfnl after the removal of a fchirrous tefticle, 
as by bringing the edges of the wound into 
contadl, they will heal by the firft intention. 
Therefore, with all due deference to men of 
the greateft abilities who {till perfevere in the 
ufual mode of filling the void fpace with dry 
lint, I venture to afiert, that this is unneceffary. 

If fadls and experience fupport me in this opi¬ 
nion, I hope no one will be fo illiberal as to 
impute it either to vanity or the affedtation of 
Angularity. 


SECTION III. 

Medical and Philosophical News. 

A T a public meeting of the Royal Medical 
Society at Paris, on the 26th of Auguft 
1783, the eulogium of the late Sir John Prin¬ 
gle, bart. written by M. Vicq d’Azyr was read j 
as was likewife a memoir by M^firs. de Lafione 
and Cornette, concerning a new method of pre¬ 
paring 
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paring at a fmall expence, and in a lhort time, 
an extra# of opium by digeftion. 

The prize relative to the feurvy, which we 
formerly announced (vol. 3, p. 419), was divi¬ 
ded between M. Goguelin, phyfician at Moncon¬ 
tour in Brittany, and M. Bougourd, phyfician at 
St. Malo, authors of two diftertations, which in 
the opinion of the fociety were equally entitled 
to the premium.—Several diilertations have been 
received by the fociety on another of the prize 
queftions formerly propofed, viz. The chemical 
analyfis of antifcorbutic remedies procured from 
the tribe of cruciform plants {See vol. 3. ^>.198) j • 
but as none of thefe pieces are fufficiently fatif- 
fa#ery, the fociety have thought it right to an¬ 
nounce the fame queftion a fecond time. Dif- 
fertations on this fubje# will be received by the 
fecretary till the lft of January 1785. 

The Society likewife offer a premium of 600 
livres to the writer who {hall “ afeertain the ad- 
“ vantages and difadvantages of the Peruvian 

« bark adminiftered in the treatment of the dif- 

\ . * 

“ ferent fpecies of remittent fevers.” The dif- 
fertations on this fubje# muft be fent to M< 
Vicq d’Azyr, fecretary of the Society, before 
{he ift of May 1785. 

' At 
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At a meeting of the Royal Academy of Sci¬ 
ences at Paris, on the 12th of November 178", 
M. Lavoifier read a very curious eflay on the 
analyfis of water. The experiments of which 
he gave an account feem to prove, that water is 
not a fimple, elementary fubffance, as hath hi¬ 
therto been imagined, but a compound body, 
fufceptible of decompofition and recompofition. 
His opinions on this fubjeft originated, it fee ms, 
from fome inquiries in which he engaged with 
the late M. Bucquet in 1777. He was then 
furprized at obferving that the combuftion of 
inflammable air obtained by diflblving iron in 
vitriolic acid, in clofe veflels, afforded no mark 
of fixed air, or acid.—Mr. Cavendifh had before 
remarked, that by burning inflammable air in a 
clofe vefieJ, the fides of the veflel were covered 
with a fenfible moifture.—rM. Lavoifier and M. 
de la Place were defirous of making farther ex¬ 
periments on this fubjeft. They began with 
mixing thirty pints of inflammable air and fif¬ 
teen of dephlogifticated air under a glafs bell 
plunged in quickfilver. It was not long be¬ 
fore the inner furface of the bell began to be 
obfcured, and loon after drops of water were 

feeg 
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feen trickling down its Tides to the furface of the 
mercury. The water procured by this procefs 
was as pure as diftilled water, and nearly equal 
in weight to the two airs united. It Teemed to 
follow from this experiment, that water obtain¬ 
ed in this way might be confidered as a com¬ 
pound fubftance, the conftituent parts of which 
are the two fpecies of air above-mentioned. To 
confirm this opinion there remained only to be 
able to decompofe water. This is what M. La- 
voifier profefies actually to have done, by mix¬ 
ing iron filings and water. In this experiment, 
which he deems conclufive, the inflammable air 

I 

of the water was extricated, and its other con¬ 
ftituent principle, viz. its dephlogifticated air, 
uniting with the filings of iron converted them 
into a calx. From thefe experiments he is led 
to afiert, that air and water are one and the fame 

element_M. Lnvoifier applies this difcovery to 

the explanation of many phenomena in the 
decompofition of bodies in general, the folution 
and calcination of metals, fermentation, vege¬ 
tation, &c. Fie imagines that in fermentation 
water furnifhes the portion of inflammable air 
which conflitutes the vinous part; and in vege¬ 
tation, that which renders vegetables combuftible. 


i 
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Mr. Scheele has lately communicated to pro)-* 
feflor Crell, of Helmftadt, an account of fome 
experiments which prove that the colouring 
matter of the blood is compofed of volatile al¬ 
kali, phlogifton, and fixed air. 


Extra# of a letter from Dr. William Halliday, 
to Dr. William Saunders, phyfician in Lon¬ 
don, dated Tubingen, Nov. 30, 1783. 

« Since the publication of your obfervations 
a on the red bark many of the phyficians here 
a have been induced to make trial of its fupe- 
a r ior efficacy, but their expectations have been 
“ too often baffled by the avarice of the drug- 
<« gifts. It is true they have a fort of bark here 
« which they call red bark, and which is dif- 
“ ferent from that hitherto ufed, but in the 
a different fhops I have feen there is nothing 
« like that which you ufed to Ihew and deferibe 
« to your pupils. Indeed, I believe, that little 
a or none of the real kind has yet appeared in 
« t his country, at leaft in Wirtemberg. In the 
a capital of Wirtemberg I had occafion a few 
« weeks ago to make ufe of the Peruvian bark, 

“ and 
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,4 and to be the more certain of obtaining a ge- 
44 nuine fort, I went to different apothecaries, 
“ but inflead of meeting with what I wanted, 
“ I was fhewn a kind of bark, that was indeed 
“ externally red, but upon breaking it, it was 
“ found to be of a grey colour internally, and 
“ of a woody texture, and raoft of the pieces 
“ were rotten. This fophiftication is probably 
“ praftifcd by the Dutch, as moft of the bark 
“ employed here is procured from Holland.— 
“ Three days ago I was requefted by the in- 
“ fpedting phyfician of this place to look at 
“ fome medicines lately arrived, amongft which 
“ was a yellowifh coloured bark, a little grofier 
“ than the ordinary bark, and which was faid 
“ to be the genuine red bark. All prefent 
“ were furprized when I faid it was not at all 
“ like that defcribed by you; and to convince 
“ them of this, I fhewed them fome fpecimens 
“ of red bark which I had brought with me 

“ from England.”-In addition to what is here 

faid, concerning the fophifticatjon of the red 
bark, it may not be improper to add, that the 
adulteration of this valuable drug is not con¬ 
fined to the continent. There are great quan¬ 
tities of a fpurious fort, particularly in powder, 
Vol. IV. N'IV. 3 G now 
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now on fale in this country, fo that prr&itioncrs 
cannot be too careful in their choice of this 
article. 


The letter of which ..we have given an extraft 
in the preceding article was accompanied with 
an Englilh MS. tranflation by Dr. Halliday, 
of a paper containing obfervations and experi¬ 
ments on the red bark by Dr. Cothenius, firft 
phyfician to the king ofPrufiia, read at a meet¬ 
ing of the academy of fciences at Berlin on the 
4th of July 1783. In this eBay, which has been 
obligingly put into our hands by Dr. Saunders, 
the author obferves, that Dr. Gleditch, pro- 
fefior of botany at Berlin, has now in his pof- 
feffion, a fpecimen of red bark given to him in 
1733, in a paper on which was written “ Cortex 
“ Peruvianus Cert us, approuve par' Meflieurs 
“ Tourncfort, Balduin, and Barbie,” and Dr. 
Cothenius himfelf remembers that fixty years 
aero there was no other than the red bark to be 
found in the apothecaries {hops in Pomerania, 
and that at that time three or four dofes of it 
generally ufed to cure an intermittent. In the 
year 1758, the late earl Marifchal returning 
.from Spain brought with him, as a prefent to 

the 
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the author, a pound of red baxk, which he a1- 
fured him was preferable to all the other forts, 
and the only kind ufed by the Spanifh nobility. 
—Dr. Cothenius has obferved, that the red is 
fpecifically heavier than the common bark. A 
glafs full of the former, in powder, weighed 3v> 
and of the latter 3iv, gr. xlv. A chemical ana- 
lyfis of eight ounces of red bark yielded, 


of a vegetable alcaline fait 22 grains, 
'— vitriolated tartar — 6 

— earth of iron — — 8 

— calcareous earth 48 

— felenites — — — 6 


From the fame quantity of common bark were 


obtained, 

of a vegetable alcaline fait 30 grains, 

— vitriolated tartar - 4 

— earth of iron — — 4 

— calcareous earth - 37 

— felenites — — 6 


In a former volume of our Journal (vol. III. 
p. 222.) fome account was given of the efficacy 
of opium in the cure of the lues venerea. It 
feems that in cafes of this fort this remedy has 
for fome time part; been in general ufe in the 

3 G 2 mili- 
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military hofpitals in North America, and in the 
greater number of cafes was neither accompa¬ 
nied nor preceded by the ufe of mercury. . Dr. 
Saunders, who is at prelent engaged in trying 
the cffedts of this new mode of treatment in dif. 
ferent patients, in Guy’s Hofpital, and who has 
promifed to inform us of the refult of his ob- 
lervations on this fubjeft, has already cured one 
patient, by this method, who had fevcral deep, 
ill-conditioned chancres. The fores were walhed 
with a folution of opium in water, and the pa¬ 
tient began with fwallowing three grains of 
opium in the courfe of a day. TT» e dofes were 
gradually increafed till he took twelve grains in 
that fpace of time, and in ten days all the ve¬ 
nereal fymptoms were removed. Dr. Saunders 
is not yet able to afcertain how far opium 
may be relied on in cafes ,of this fort inde¬ 
pendently of the ufe of mercury, but thinks 
it may be employed with great advantage, not 
only as a means of taking off irritation, and of 
courfe promoting the healing of venereal fores, 
which is always a definable objedt, but likewife 
with a view to check the faJiyating power of 
mercury, and determine it to the Ikin. 


The 
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The plant which produces Aflafoetida flowered 
laft fummer in the botanic garden at Edinburgh, 
and bore feveral feeds. A defcription and en¬ 
graving of it are foon to be publifhed. 


Extra# of a letter from Dr. Robert Willan, 
phyfician in London, to Dr. Sunmons. 

i / 1 

lt In the Medical Journal, (vol. III. p. 430) 
was inferted the extra# of a letter from Dr. Ve- 
Jing, relating to a new fpecies of Byfills found 
in the fulphur waters of Aix la Chapelle and 
Burdfcheid, which he fuppofed might be the 
fame with that defcribed in my Oblervations on • 
the fulphur water at Croft,-in Yorkfhire. The 
do#or, according to his promife, has done me 
the favour to fend a fpecimen of it, which I exa¬ 
mined, with the afiiltance of Mr. Dickfon, thro* 

Sir Jofeph Banks’s beft magnifier. We were 
furprized to find it a new fpecies, totally diffe¬ 
rent from the Croft Byfilis, not being compos 
fed, like that, of parafitical filaments growing 
jn a plumofe form on the threads of conferva 
rivularis, but confiding of long, regular fila¬ 
ments very much interwoven and coiled toge¬ 
ther. 


The 
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The following botanical chara&er, therefore, 
feems proper for this plant; 

Byjfus filamentis fimplicijfimis , aqualibus , albis. 
The Byffus of the waters of Croft, Dinfdale, 
&c. was thus arranged and delcribed with the 
approbation of the late DivSolander— ■ Byjfus la - 
nuginofa filamentis fimplicibus , tenuijfimis, albis j 
habitat in fontibus pracipue fulphureis , confer vis 
adherens , lapidefijue &c. obtegens. ” 


The Royal Society have this year diftributed 
two Copleian medals. Of thefe one was prefented 
tp Mr. Goodricke, for having determined the pe¬ 
riod of the revolution of the ftarAlgol, adifcovery 
that will claim a diftinguifhed place in the hiftory 
of aftronomy. This young gentleman, who is 
grandfon and heir apparent of Sir John Good¬ 
ricke, Bart. has been deaf from his infancy, and is 
one of thofe pupils who do fo mijch honour to 
Mr.Braidwood’s academy for the deaf and dumb. 
The other medal was conferred on Mr. Hutch¬ 
ins, governor of Fort Albany in Hudfon’s Bay, 
for a difcovery of great importance in another 
branch of fcience, of which we have already 
given an account (page 205).—-The learned pre- 
fident of the lociety, in a difcourfe delivered on 
this occafion, exhibited a very intcrefting view of 
the utility and importance of thefe difeoveries. 
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New works about to be publijhed . - I. Two 
introductory leftures by the late Dr.'William 
Hunter.—II. Experiments and obfervations to 
demonilrate the chemical hiftory of the tepid 
fprings of Buxton, by Dr. George Pearfon, 
phyfician in London.—III. An Englilh tranfla- 
tion of M. Fourcroy’s Lemons Elementaires d’Hif~ 
toireNaturelle et deChemie (fee p. 332).—IV. At 
Leipfic, Dr. Franz, profeffor of phyfic, is en¬ 
gaged in preparing for the preis a work entitled, 
Arch<eologi<e Artis Objletricia et Puerperii , and 
likewife new editions, with notes, of the follow- 

4 

ingj viz. 1. Two books of Veterinary phyfic 
(De Medicina Veterinaria) in Greek, with the 
Latin tranflation of Ruellius •, 2. The Ars Ve¬ 
terinaria five Muto-medicina of Flavius Vegetius 
compared with a MS. at Gotha; 3. Q^Serenus 
Scammonius de Re Medica compared with MSS. 
at Paderborn, Brdlaw, and Leipfic; 4. iEmi- 
lius Macer de herbarum virtutibus compared with 
a MS. at Leipfic.—V. Profeffor Crell, ofHelm- 
ftadt, propofes to publifh a work in German, 
entitled Beytrage Zum Chemifchen Archive , which 
is to contain an account, in chronological order, 
of all the chemical fads and obfervations dif- 
perfed in the tranfaftions of different academies. 
Two volumes of this work are to be publifhed 

annually 
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annually at Leipfic till the whole" is completed 
He intends to begin with the Philoiophical Tranf- 
adlions, the AEta Eruditorum , and the memoirs 
of the Academy of Sciences at Paris. - VI. M. 
de Quengfy, author of a colle&ion of obferva- 
tions on the eye (fee p. 219) intends foon to 
publifh a work in one volume 8vo. entitled, 
Cours d'Operations fur la Chirurgie des Ttux ^ with 
engravings of inftruments and practical remarks. 


PROMOTED. 

Lately, Mr. Conrad Monch, apothecary at 
Caflel, to be profeflor of botany in the Caroline 
academy in that city. 

June 12. Mr. James Simpfon to be furgeon 
to the Magdalen Hofpital in London in the room 
of Mr. William Blizard, who refigned. 

OEl. 9. Charles Hawkins, Elq. to'Le furgeon 
to the king’s houfhold in the room of George 
Edward Hawkins, Efq. deceafed.———-io. Mr. 
William Walker to be furgeon to St. George’s 
Hofpital in the room of G. E. Hawkins, Efq. 
—Dr. Adair Crawford to be phyfician to St. 
Thomas’s Hofpital in the room of Dr. Henry 
Revel Reynolds, who refigned.—31. Dr. Ben¬ 
jamin 
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jamin Chandler, phyfician at Canterbury, to be 
an extra-licentiate of the Royal College of Phy- 
ficians, London. 

Nov. Mr. Benjamin Biggs, of the ifland of 
St. Croix, to be dodtor of phyfic in the univer- 
fity of St. Andrews.—15. Mr. John Connor to 
be furgeon to the General Hofpital in the Lee¬ 
ward iflands.-20. Alexander Monro, M. D. 

profeflor of anatomy at Edinburgh, and John 
Hunter, Efq. of London, F. R. S. to be foreign 
afiociates of the Royal Academy of Surgery at 
Paris. 

Dec . John Birch, Efq. to be furgeon extraor¬ 
dinary to his R. H. the Prince of Wales.— 
4. Dr. John Marlhal to be fellow of the Royal 
College of Phyficians at Edinburgh.—20. Lucas 
Pepys, of London, M. D. phyfician extraordi- 
' nary to the King, to the dignity of a baronet of 
Great Britain.—22. Dr. Thomas Denman and 
Dr. William Ofborne to be licentiates in mid¬ 
wifery of the Royal College of Phyficians, 
London. 


D.I=-E D. 

Lately, at Paris, Raymond de la Riviere, 
Francis Bidault, and Martin Nouguez, dodtors 
Vol. IV. N°IV. 3 FI regent 
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regent of the faculty of phyfic in that city.— 
At Amfterdam, John Burmann, M. D. profeffor 
of botany. 

1781. At Stutgard, Dr. W. Reufs, firft phy- 
fician to the Duke of Wirtemberg. 

1782. March 11. At Wittenberg, Dr. Geo. 
Auguftus Langguth profeffor of pathology and 

furgery.-17. At Bafil, in Switzerland, the 

learned Daniel Bernouilli, M. D. profeffor of 
phyfic and natural philofophy in the univerfity of 
that city, fellow of the R. S. of London, and 
of moftof the learned focieties in Europe. From 
his eulogium lately read before the Academy of 
Sciences at Paris, we learn, that he was born on 
the 9th of Feb. 1700, at Groninguen, where his 
father, John Bernouilli, a native of Bafil, was 
profeffor of mathematics, and celebrated for his 
fkill in that fcience. He was at firft intended 
for trade, but his father indulged his inclination 
for phyfic. At the age of 24 he vifited Italy, 
and the year following accepted an invitation 
from the Court of Ruffia, and fettled at St. 
Peterfburgh, where he remained till the year 
1733, when he was nominated to a medical pro* 
fefforfliip at B ifil. In the title of his firft work, 

. * Exenitationes qua dam Mathematical he ftiled 

himfelf fimply ‘ Daniel Bernouilli Joannis jilius 1 

and 

v t ■ 
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and this plain diftincdion he continued to adopt 
ever after, though loaded with literary honours. 
Nine times he obtained the premium given by the 
Academy of Sciences at Paris, and once, viz. in 
1734, divided it with his father, who, indead of 
being pleafed at feeing a fon fo worthy of himfelf, 
never forgave this undutiful competition as he 
termed it. The truth is, the fon’s piece was not 
only fuperior to the father’s, but he had efpoufed 
in it the Newtonian dotdrine, and his father was 
a rigid Cartefian. In 1748 he was elected one 
of the eight foreign afibciates of the Academy 
at Paris in the room of his father. He himfelf 
is fucceeded in this honour by his brother John, 
and it is a circumftance very flattering to his fa¬ 
mily, that for the fp::ce of eighty-four years, 
that is, ever fmce the did inditution of the clafs 
of foreign affociates, the name of Bernouilli has 
appeared in the lid. Pie was never married, had 
the reputation of being a free thinker, and was 
faid to be fond of money;'but he was fo much 
revered by his fellow-citizens, that when he 
walked through the dreets all ranks of people 
were eager to diew their'regard for him. He 
,was remarkably temperate and uniform in his 
manner of living, and preferved his health and 
his faculties unimpaired till he was nearly eighty 

3 H 2 years 





years of age. After that he became infirm. In 
March 1782 his infirmities increaied, and he 
had only a painful exiftence. On the 17th of 
that month his fervant found him dead in his 
bed. By his will he has left an endowment for 
an inftitution at Bafil fn favour of poor itudents. 
He ufed to relate two snecdo es of himfclf, which 
he faid gave him more pleafure than all the lite¬ 
rary honours he had acquired. One of thefe 
was his meeting with a man of learning in one 
of his journies, whofe curiofity being excited by 
the converfation of his fellow-traveller was in¬ 
duced, to enquire his name. “ I am Daniel Ber¬ 
nouilli”—faid he—with great fimplicuy ; and 
“ I am Jfaac Newton,” replied the other, think¬ 
ing his new acquaintance was joking with him. 
Another time Koenig, a celebrated mathematic 
cian, dining with Bernouilli, was fpeaking to 
him of a difficult problem which had colt him 
a great deal of labour to folve. Bernouilli con¬ 
tinued to do the honours of his table, and before 
they parted prefented Koenig with a more elegant 
folution of his problem than that which had oc? 
cafioned him fo much trouble. 

May 5. At Erfort, aged 45 years, Dr. Wil¬ 
liam Bernard Tromfdorf, profefibr of phyfic.—■ 

3 T » Dr. 
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Dr. Matthew Francis Alix, profeflor of phyfic 
and furgery at Fulda. 

Augufi. At Stockholm, Anthony Hoffman, 
M. D. phyfician in ordinary to the King of 
Sweden.—7. At Berlin, aged 74 years, Andrew 
Sigifmond Marggraf, a celebrated chemical writer, 
direttor of the natural philofophy clafs of the 
Academy of Sciences at Berlin, and one of the 
foreign affociates of the Academy of Sciences at 
Paris. 

Nov. 29. The hon.Coote Molefworth, M.D. 
F- K. S. formerly phyfician to the garrifon at 
Minorca. He was born in 1698, and was 
. elefted of the Royal Society in 1730. 

1783. January. At Drefden, Charles Jofeph 
Oehme, M. D. 

Feb. 15, At Leipfic, of the fmall pox, in his 
29th year, Frederick Andrew Gallilch, M. D. 
profelfor extraordinary of phyfic. 

March 25. Jit Leipfic, Daniel Reichel, M. D. 
who fucceeded Ludwig as editor of the Leipfic 
Commentaries, and who is himfelf fucceeded in 
that office by Dr. N. G. Lefke, profelfor of 
natural hifory. 

May 22. At Wittemberg, aged 88, Dr. Da¬ 
niel William Triller, profelfor of phyfic, whom 
Jdaller in his Biblioth. Anatom , files ‘ vir erudi- 

tiJfimuS) 
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tij/imus, Gracarumque et Latinarum literarum pe¬ 
ri tij/imus* His works were colletted and pub- 
lifhed at Frankfort in 1772, in 3 vols. 4to. un¬ 
der the title of Opufcula Medica ac Medico-phyfio- 
logica (ib auftore recognita , .auRa et emendata. 

Jug. At Paris, M. Pierre Morlanne, furgeon. 

_A t Stalbridge in Dorfetfhire, Mr. Grimftead, 

furgeon and apothecary. , 

Sept. 18. At Bourbonne-les-Bains, Ann Charles 
Lorry, doftor-regent of the Faculty of Phyfic, 
and V. P. of the Royal Medical Society at Paris. 

He was bom at Crones, near Paris, 061 :. 10, 

1726. His father was Francis Lorry, profeflbr 
of Civil Law in the Univerfity of Paris, and 
author of a learned Commentary on Juftinian’s 
lnftitutes. Fie received his clafiical education 
under Rollin, and ftudied phyfic under Aftruc 
and Ferrein. He was admitted of the faculty 
in 1748. His intenfe application to ttudy brought 
on the gout very early in life. During the great 
cold in Feb. 1782, he had a paralytic ftroke 
which deprived him of the ufe of his left fide. 

The following fummer he grew better, but after¬ 
wards relapfing, he determined to try the effefts 
of the hot fprings of Bourbonne. Dr. Halle 
(his nephew) and the Abbe Teffier accompanied 

him thither in Auguft 1783. He was mild and 

gentle 
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gentle in his manners, and poflefled great activi¬ 
ty of mind, a ftrong memory, andextenfive eru¬ 
dition. His principal works are EJJai fur les ali~ 
mens , 12 mo. De. melancholia et morbis melancho¬ 
lias, 2 vols. 8 vo. and De morbis cut antis, 4to. 
He was likewife the author of fevcral valuable 
papers in the memoirs of the Royal Medical 
Society. The following infeription appears on 
his tomb: 

Hie jacet 

Prascipiti fato, nondum annis, 

Dudum laboribus confeCtus, 
Anna-Carolus Lorry, Parifinus, 

Doctor Medicus Parifienfis, 

Societatis Regime Medicae, nafeentis columen, 
Adultioris decus & ornamentum. 

\ 

Integritaiifcvitae, amoenitate morum, 
Ingenii acumine, incredibili doCtrina 
Laborum utilitate j 
Pietate in Deum, amore erga fuos, 
Sedulitate apud aegros, benevolentiaapud omnes, 
Commendatus. 

Thermas Borvonenfes, tot millibus farlutiferas, 
Inutiles expertus, 

Flebilis multis, 


Obiit 



* 


[ 43 2 J 

Obiit Horvonae die xviii menfis Septembris, 
Anno Domini M.DCC.LXXXtII, 
iEtatis lvi, menf. xi, dieb. viii. 

Quam viventi pacem contuiit mens fibi bene confcia. 
Earn defun&o concedat divina mifericordia. 



-*-27. Mr. J. Randall, apothecary, in King- 
ftreer, Go vent Garden. 

Ott. At Paris, at a very advanced age. Ant. 
Nunes Ribeiro Sanchez, do<ftor of phyfic in the 
univerfity of Salamanca, and formerly firft phy- 
fician to the emprcfs of Ruflia, author of a learn¬ 
ed eflay on the origin of the venereal difeafe, and 
other works.—3. At Ripple-houfe, near Deal in 
Kent, aged 62, of a paralytic ftroke, Robert 
Lynch, M.D. phyfician at Canterbury, formerly 
fellow of Corpus Chrifti Colleg^ Oxford, and 
one of Dr. Radcliffe’s travelling phyficians.—7. 
At St. Neot’s in Huntingdonihire, Mr. Vickery, 
furgeon and apothecary.—20. At Bievre le Cha- 
tel, M. Germain Pichaut de la Martiniere, Knight 
of the order of St. Michael, and firft furgeon 
to the late and prefent kings of France, in which 
poft he fucceeded the late M. de la Peyronie, in 
1747.—30. At Nancy, Dr. Platel, confulting 
phyfician to the late king of Poland, and fecre- 

tary 
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ous kinds of infanity. 8vo. Robinfon , London, 
1782. 524 pages. 5s. 

The fecond volume of this performance is faid 
to be in the prefs, as foon as that appears we 
mean to give an account of the whole work. 

2. Obfervations on the late Influenza, the 
Febris Catarrhalis Epidemic a of Hippocrates, as 
it appeared at London in 1775 and 1782. By 
William Grant , M.D. 8vo. Cadell, London, 
1782. 40 pages. 

Hippocrates in the 7th book o’f his Epide¬ 
mics, fedt. 31, has defcribed a fpecies of catarrh 
which he fays was very general, but not fatal, 
although it laft'ed, in 1 fome inftances, twenty 
days. He diflinguifhes it from the common 
catarrhous fever by the malignant fymptoms 
that-attended it, viz. a remarkable ftupor, and 
attack on the head and nervous dyftem in the 
very beginning of the complaint. This defcrip- 
tion our author thinks is applicable to the epi¬ 
demic catarrhs of 1775 and 1782. With re¬ 
gard .to the firft appearance of the latter in Lon¬ 
don, Dr. Grant differs materially from our ob¬ 
fervations on the fubjeft ■ (fee vol. 3. p. 203). 
We mentioned the beginning of May as the pe¬ 
riod at which it began to be felt here, and the 

20 th 
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20th of that month as the time when it became 
extremely general, but Dr. Grant dates its firft . „ 
appearance in March, and obferves that by the 
middle of April it was lpread all over London 
and its environs. 

• 3. A letter to Dr. Leflir, F. R. S. on the In¬ 
fluenza i as it appeared at Newcaftle upon Tyne. 

By John Clark^ M. D. Bvo. Newcaftle, 1783. 

26 pages. 

Dr. Clark mentions feveral curious fads which 
clearly prove the influenza to have been propa¬ 
gated by contagion. He obferves, that it firft: 
made its appearance at Shields, the port of New¬ 
caftle, on or about the 26th of May 1782, and 
was fuppofed to have been brought thither by 
the crews of fome fhips from London. The 
mafter of a vefiel who arrived at Shields 48 
hours after he left the river Thames, came to 
his office on the 28th of May, labouring under 
the diftemper. On the 29th one of the clerks 
in the office was feized, and as far as our author 
could learn, was the fecond perfon who was at¬ 
tacked with the difeafe at Newcaftle. In about 
fix or eight days after the epidemic had appeared 
in that town the villages in the neighbourhood 
were attacked. About the 16th of June it be- 

3 I 2 gan 
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gan to abate, and in a'week after totally, difap* 
geared* - • - - . » . ^ . 

4. Eradtical obfervations on amputation. By 
R. Mynors, -furgeon. 8vo. Rebtnfon^ London, 

i2mo., 2s. 6d. 

• /* • • - 

5. Enchiridion Botanicum, complc&ens cha- 
ratteres genericos et fpecificos plantarum per in- 

’ fulas Britannicas fponte nafeentium, ex Linnxo 
aliifque defumptos. Edidit Arthurus Broughton , 
M. D. 8vo. Rabinfon> London, 1782. 226 

pages. 4s. 

6 . An efiay on the ufe of the red Peruvian 

bark in the cure of intermittents. By Edward 
Rigby , member of the corporation of furgeons. 
in London, 8vo. Johnfon , London, 1783. 
107-pages. . • 

7. A treatife on the infantile remittent fever. 
~ By William Butter, M. D. fellow of-.the royal 

college of phyficians, and member of the medi-, 
cal fociety, both of Edinburgh, 8vo. Rchfon, 
' London. 50 pages. 

The author’s account of the fymptoms of ; 
what is commonly called the worm fever is ac¬ 
curate, and fliers him to be a man of obferva T i 
tion. What he fays of the method of treatment* 
in cafes of this fort likewife deferves atten¬ 
tion. 


\ 


8. A 
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8. De la: Pulmonie •, de ies fymptomes, de fifs; 

caufes* ct/de fa curation. i.e. Of Pulmonary 
Phthifis, its fymptoms, eaufes, and cure. By 
Jeannet de Lqngrois , doctor regent of the faculty 
of phyfic at Paris. 12mo. Paris, 178 1. 207 

pages. 

9. Joannis Hedwigii , Societatum oeconomias. 
Lipfienfis, et nat. ferutatorum Berol. memb.. 

honor. Fundamentum Hiftoriae Naturalis Mu- 

/ 

fcorum frondoforum, concernens eorum flores, 
ftuftus, feminalem propagationem, adjefta ge- 
rjerurp djfpofitione methodica, iconibus iiluftratis. 
4to. Leipfic, 1782,, in two parts, with ten co¬ 
loured plates, and about 100 pages of letter prefs 
in each. 

Dillenius and Linnaeus were fo unfuccefsful 
in their attempts to difcover the frudification of 
Mofles, that M. de Necker has adually denied 
the exiftence of the fexual organs and feed in 
thefe minute plants. The honour of difeo- 
vering and deferibing their flowers, their fruit, 
and their mode of propagation by feeds was re- 
farved for M r - Hedwig.—In the firft part of his 
work he deferibes the inftruments necefiary for 
repeating his experiments. Good, microfcopes 
and a few needles are requifite for this purpofe. 
The minute parts to be examined are to be 
4.._> placed 
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placed in a drop of water, otherwife they would 
dry and crifp inftantly. He finds that moiles 
have antherae, piftils, organs of generation fimi- 
lar to thofe of perfect vegetables, and that they 
have often male and female powers diftinct and 
feparatc, but it feems that thofe which have been 
hitherto miftaken for females by Linnaeus and 
others, are male, and the fuppofed antherae are 
capfules filled with feed. In fome he has found 
two fpecies of organs different from thofe requi- 
fite for generation. The ufe of thefe he is un¬ 
able to afcertain. In the fecond part of his 
work he gives a definition of mofies, treats of 
their propagation by feed, and prefents us with 
a new arrangement of their genera. 

10. Beytrage zur Gelchiete fier fruhlings-epi¬ 

demic, See. i. e. Additions to the hiftory of the 
epidemic of the fpring of 1782. By J. D. Metz¬ 
ger , aulic connfellor to the king or Pruflia, dobtor 
and profefibr of phyfic at Koningfberg. Svo.Ko- 
ningfberg, 1782. 80 pages. 

The influenza began to prevail at Memel on 
the 4th, and at Koningfberg on the 15th of 
March. It proved fatal, we are told, only to a 
few aged and infirm people. 

11. Peterburgifche Kanzel-Vortraege, &c. i. e. 
Diicourfes delivered at Peterfburgh. By Joa¬ 
chim 
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chim-Chri/lian Grot , reiftor of St. Catherine 
Wafiley-Oftrow. 8vo. Leipfic, 1782. 440 

pages. 

We have here eleven fenfible difcourfes or 
fermons in favour of inoculation. It appears 
that in the fpace of three years 679 6 perfons 
have been inoculated in a houfe ere&ed for that 
purpofe at Srkutzk, at the expence of the em- 
prefs of Rufiia. 

12. Obfervationes, quibus prieftantiores vires 
Corticis Peruviani Rubri, in cura lntermitten- 
tium aliarumque febrium ftabiliuntur. Acce- 
dunt hinc inde annotationes in curam aliorum 
morborum eodem remedio, authore Gulielnu 
Saunders , M.D. coll. reg. med. Londin. focio, 
nofocomii Guyani medico. Editio altera ex 
Anglico idiom ate in Latinum verfa a P. C. de 
Brabant , med. Gand. 8vo. Gandavi, 1783. 
p. 124. 

13. Torberni Bergman Chemite Pfof. Upfal. et 
Equitis Aurati regii ordinis de Wafa, opufcula 
phyfica et chemica, pleraque feorfim antea edita, 
jam ab auftore colleda, revifaet audta. Vol. III. 
8vo. Upfal, 1783, p. 490. 

For the contents of the two former volumes 
of this work we refer the reader to our ift and 
3d vols. The prefent volume contains the fol¬ 
lowing 
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lowing eifeys,- Viz. i. : He analyst ferri j 2. Be- 
caufa fragilitatis ferri frrgidt ; 3. D? arafo w*- 
lallicis ; 4. De diver fa phlogifti quantitate in we* 
ta'llis *, 5. Df fulphurato ; 6. De antimoni- 

alibus fulphuratis ; 7. De produflis vulcaniis\ 
8. Df attraRionibus eleRivis ; 9. Z)f /m'd et 
ft a two igne commixtis. 

14. Afhandling om Ben-Sjukdomar, eftef 
erkande auftorei^ arbetcn och anmoerkningan* 
i. e. A treatife on the difeafes of bones, compiled 
from the works and obfervations of the beft au¬ 
thors. By Rowland Martin , M. t). afleffor of the 
royal college of phyficians, and profefiof of ana¬ 
tomy and forgery* 8vo. Stockholm, 1782. 
385 pages. 

15. Sentimenti d’affetto e di riconofcenza 
degli ftudenti di medicina verfo il loro immor- 
tale precettore il Sig. S. A. D.' Tiffot. 8vo. 
Pavia, 1783. 

A colle&ion of poems in honour of M. Tifibt, 
by his pupils. 

16. Abbildungen von arzneygewachfen, i. e. 
Plates of medicinal plants. 8vo. Norimberg, 
1782. 

This is the fourth number of the work. 
Each number contains fifty plants. 
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